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HON. JOHN T. MASON, 

SECftETABY OF THE UNITED STATES NAVY. 

The Navy of the United States has always been regarded 
by the American people with a feelmg of kindness and a desire to 
give to it a liberal support. It is this generous confidence of the 
nation which secures an elevated tone to the character of the 
naval officer, and gives to him a spirit of daring when called 
on for action, which renders him equal to any emers^ency con- 
nected with his profession. Success, as a consequence in the 
course of his duty, becomes almost a matter of course. The appro- 
bation of his Government and his own individual fame constitute 
the controlling motives of his action ; and in meeting the responsi- 
bilities ci his {»ofesfflon, his triumph or defeat becomes the standard 
by which his hraicff or disgrace is to be measured. It has been 
within my own opportunity, for a few years past, to note the spirit 
which {ffeV^ls among our naval officers. And I am sure, that 
whatever may be their ties of earth in their social relations (and 
their attachments are as ardent as are those of any other class of 
men), they yet would regard at any moment, an opportunity to peril 
their lives in the accomplishment of an achievement which should 
accord glory to their country and individual fame to themselves, 
as an acceptable occurrence, and one they would gladly welcome 
and anxiously court. Let, then, the Government continue to this 
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arm of its defence the suppcnt and the confidence, which heretofore 
it has liberally accorded, and I believe the people of these United 
States will never be disappointed hy its individual or collected 
action, whenever it is called on to achieve deeds of arms, or to 
further by its protection the legitimate objects of an international 
commerce. At the head of such a Navy, it is your honor, sir, 
officially, to stand. And while I tender you tms yoltjme, I am 
happy to know, that there is not only a high respect but also a 
positive feeling of personal kindness cherished towards you by the 
officers of the Navy. To this, allow me here to add the assur- 
ances of my own respectful consideration and esteem. 

FITCH W. TAYLOR. 
Neto-Ym-k, October, 22d, 1847. 
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SECTION I. 

THE U. S. FRIGATE CUMBERLAND. 

I LOVE coincidence, when that coincidence is bright, and 
beautiful, and happy. And such it was to-night. The day 
had been almost a summer's day, although it is the 10th of 
January. And to-night the moon was full, and cloudless. 
I had walked from the Tremont House just before the hoixi 
for tea, to the bridge which connects Charlestown to Boston, 
that I might take a look at the frigate Cumberland, the 
good ship with which my own destiny is to bo connected, 
for months to come. Supposing that she had only hauled off 
from the Navy Yard, I presumed J might see her from this 
point. I reached it. As I leaned over the railing of the 
bridge, I gazed on the still-calm scene before me — for the 
very breath of the zephyr, at this moment, seemed to have 
lulled itself to repose. The expanse of water was a mirror. 
The hills, and the amphitheatre of houses on the hills, were 
reflected back from the surface of the basin, which of itself 
with its unrippled and reflecting surface, at this calm hour, 
was strikingly beautiful. But at this moment also, the full 
moon had raised her upper rim just above a long and dense 

2 
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bank of clouds in the east, and was continuing to rise, until 
her beautiAil and glorious disc, more golden than silver in 
its color to-night, sailed far above the dark bank, to its own 
pure element of blue. How beautiful to me, at this mo- 
ment, was this emerging of this beautiful orb ; and how 
sweetly did she still sail on, in her peerless and solitary 
course, in that distant profound ! I heeded not the tramp of 
the multitude as they passed me by, while I there stood almost 
a worshiper, and a sad one, of one of God's most beautiful 
creations, and gave way to my thoughts, as I mused on the 
changQ3 which a few years will write in the experience of 
man— and how soon the young will become old ; the dark 
hair, gray ; and how soon and deep, by bereavement, a joy- 
ous heart may sink in its dreadful loneliness and sorrow. 

But, the good frigate Cumberland lay not where I ex- 
pected to see her ; and I pursued my walk to the Long Wharf, 
off which, I was informed, the frigate was now moored. The 
light of the full moon, blending with the twilight of the early 
evening, kept all things still distinct in the distance, as I 
reached the end of the dock, off which the frigate was seen 
at her anchors, in the stream. And there now she lay, and the 
full moon, still rising, was directly above her. Her spars, 
with all their beautiful tracery of cordage, were lined on the 
twilight of the back-ground, and her hull, distinct in its pro- 
portions and grace, lay in a flood of moonbeams, as the full 
orb threw its bright wake across the ship. Not a breath 
disturbed*the besom of the bay on which the beautiful ship 
now slept; and each spar ^d almost every cord, in its 
web-work, were mirrored back from the calm surface of 
the water, while that golden orb seemed, from the point where 
% now stood and gazed, to be poised on the mam-truck of the 
ship. How striking the incident to me, at this my first view 
of the ship which ere long is to bear me over the seas ! 
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How beautiful was the scene itself! How still was all 
around me ! Not a man was seen to move aboard that 
distant object. Scarcely a being was abroad on the 
shore. And there she lay, that gallant frigate, in all 
her fair proportions, and sheen- of light, and repose of an 
unrippled expanse of water. It carried my thoughts back 
through a six years' space, when, at Norfolk, I gazed from 
the shoore on the frigate Columbia, with tiie new moon above 
her (of which I have elsewhere made record),* and which I 
then took as a bright omen that my voyage around the world 
in that fine cruiser should be bright and happy. The caisi' 
cidence to-night was striking, and peculiar, and beautifuL 
That same moon, though now fuller and brighter, was above 
the main-truck, where fifleen minutes socoier or later it could 
not have been, from the point where I ^azed upon it. And 
now I felt that I could and that I would again believe that a 
good Providence would attend me, and I would confide in the 
God who holds the ocean in his palm and the winds in his 
fist. And yet, as I there stood in loneliness on that dock, it 
was a flood of bitter emotion I poured forth, as I wept 
over the deep experience of the few years since I last went 
over distant seas and to many foreign lands. Grod only 
knows how my heart broke as I ret/aced that experience, 
and felt at that momept a solitude, which earth hath not in 
its gift to remove. Only he who has buried forever his 
choicest hope of happiness on earth, could sympathize with 
me at this moment of review, between two points dh the scale 
of my own life. But I soon shall go again, on a course over 
many seas — among sunny isles — and amid varied, and 
perhaps interesting scenes. Iilay Grod go with me ! Tor 
morrow I shall join the ship, and occupy my state-room W 
board the good frigate. Good angels protect her — kind 
hearts give her welcome — and happy hearts rejoice on her 

* The Flag Ship. 
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such circumstanoes — leaving those he lores in such haste 
to the uncertainties and the chances of a two years' separa- 
tion, for the yearly compensation given to an officer of the 
Navy ? Th^ Navy c^cer is as susceptible as any other 
man — his family is as dear — the parting hour to him is as 
painful — the solicitudes with which he leaves his cherished 
companion and his offspring are as deep. I will not say 
that they are deeper, for comparisons are odious. But no 
heart is more full in its affections, as none is more noble 
in its aspirations, than that of a worthy officer of the Navy. 
Another officer of our ship leaves a young wife, having been 
married but a few months ; and another was to have been 
married, but the orders he received to this ship of necessity 
postponed it — the then Secretary of the Navy not yielding to 
his request for leave of absence ; and he now sleeps to wake 
no more, while the intelligence of his death (being sudden, 
and apparently the result of exposure since his joining the 
ship) is to be conveyed back to his intended bride ; and in 
the other case, the husband waits with solicitude for intelli- 
gence from his companion, who is soon expected to give him 
her first-born, while he, on whom, at such an hour of soli- 
citude, the heart of .the young wife must yearn to lean for 
encouragement and Support, will be far distant on the seas. 
Indeed, of eleven officers of the wardroom mess, nine of them 
have their young fomilies, to whom, with hearts filled with 
all the yearnings of afiection, they have said the feeling 
farewell, for, as they suppose, two years to come. I know 
of these men that they are affectionate and devoted to their 
families, and that they leave them with all the gushing emo- 
tions that go out for their blessed companions, and most^ 
them with the additional solicitudes of parents. Therefore 
would I bespeak for these men, and the rest of their brother 
officers of the Navy, the consideration of the people of our 
country, for whose commercial interests, and national honor, 
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fame, and protection, they go to distant and nearer lands and 
seas ; often are exposed to the dangers of pestiferous cli- 
mates, the dangers of the ocean, and the necessity of per- 
sonal action and exposure on shipboard, while the vessel is 
dashing on her course away and afar, and again back to 
their country and their homes. 

ANTICIPATION AND DISAPPOINTMENT. 

All officers, forseveral days, have been aboard ship, wait- 
ing for a favorable breeze and tide coincident for g<Mng to 
sea. All have been anticipating the pleasure that seemed 
to lie before them, of visiting lands famed in history and 
story,* language, science, and the arts — and for myself, 
that land still more memorable as the ground on which was 
acted one of the tragic scenes of earth which, nnore than any 
other, contemplated in its results the interests of men on 
earth and their salvation in heaven. I allude to the death 
of Jesus Christ, at Jerusalem. The child at school, from 
his earliest readings, has become familiar with the names 
and the deeds of Rome and Romans, Greece and Gre- 
cians, and the Jews. All these lands of Rome, Greece, 
Jerusalem, and other regions, high in their present cultiva- 
tion of the arts, and rich in their ancient associations, we 
hoped were lying before us, for our inspection, consideraticm, 
and reflection; and that we soon should tread where the 
famed ones in ancient history have trod, and make record of 
all our emotions among such associations as should gather 
around us, amid such scenes of the present and the past. " If 
jjve must go to sea," was the language of us all, " we are 
Tiow going on a cruise the most desirable, and, in a manner, 
the most pleasant," It is the cruise to which all look with 

• The original destination of the Cumberland was to the Mediter- 
ranean. 
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wishes to make it ; and, generally, he is deemed ibrttmate 
who receives orders from the Department to accomplish it. 
For myself, the opportunity thus presented, in the way of 
my orders, seemed to have met my wishes as to iime^ when, 
if ever, I deemed it desirable to visit these lands and seas ; 
and I was glad — in common with most of the (dicers of the 
wardroom, the majority of whom, like myself, had never 
been to these regions of our world — ^that the prospect was so 
fair, so near, and under auspices that none could doubt but 
should present opportunities as favorable for intellectual 
pleasure and improvement as could ever be presented to a 
voyager in one of our national frigates. We should pause 
for a few months on the Coast of Africa ; touch at a few 
points^-the Cape de Verd Islands, and the sweet Madeiras ; 
all augmenting rather than diminishing the prospects of 
pleasure for the cruise* The comet — the signal for all ch- 
eers to repair immediately on board ship — had been flying 
at the mizzen-top-gallant head, the pilot was on board, and 
we waited only for wind and tide, for the cheering sound, 
" All hands to up anchor, ahoy !" to be piped through the 
ship. But — hut the wind that evening did not serve, as was 
expected it would, and we yet lay at anchor-^some conjec- 
turing that we should yet be delayed until after the arrival 
of the British steamer, which was expected ; and the winds 
seryed us not for a few days ai^er. And then, during these 
few days, a- letter in russet-colored envelope from Wash- 
ington came to hand ; and Commodore Read found in it 
enough to detain his fine ship for a few days longer, until 
further orders should bo received from the Department. 
And then, a few days afler, those additional orders, in conse- 
quence of late news from Mexico, directed that this fBe 
frigate, all prepared for sea, equipped in men, guns, and 
ammunition, should, forthwith, repair to the Gulf of Mexico ; 
and in company with the force already there, lie off Vera 
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Cruz, to frighten, no doubt, the miserable Mexicems into a 
treaty with these magnanimous, Texas^loving United States. 
Well — well — so goes the world; et "sic transit gloria" 
maris Mediterranei ! Gentlemen, where now are your yes- 
terday's dreams of the Mediterranean ? Did you ever 
cherish excited hope, but that the shade gathered over the 
sunshine of its looming ? 

And have ye not seen the skies of purest blue 
Robed suddenly in clouds of threat'ning hue t 
And on the bosom of the sleeping lake. 
The whirlwind fall, and leave a feaxM wake ! 

All the officers were loud in the expression of their dis- 
appointment. Memy had been ^^near'^ reaching the Medi- 
terranean, and this seemed to have been the neater approach ; 
but — that abominable but — ^they would always, some way or 
another, be sure to butt against it, and be sent headlong some 
other way. So is it now. And worse still. The Commo- 
dore—the orders that have changed the direction of this ship 
have also detached him from her, lest, fi>r80oth, he being the 
senior officer, should of necessity, if he went in the frigate to 
the Gulf, supersede Commodore Conner, now there. Commo- 
dore Read, however, still Jiolds his position as commanding the 
African and Mediterranean squadron ; and the Department, 
with all apology, regretting the necessity of taking this good 
ship from him, at the moment of recent news and desirable 
negotiation, assures him of some ample compensation, to 
manifest the Department's profound respect, ^c, ^c, <Scc. — 
all of which is very well ; but, no doubt. Commodore Read 
would very much rather have his ship, as it had been offered 
Aid given to him, and which had been now got in readiness, 
with his own chosen officers on board, ready to sail, than all 
the fine professions of the Department, however sincere or 
complimentary on paper or parchment merely. 
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The officers, at once, sent Commodore Read the following 
expression of their feelings : 

To Commodore Geosoe C. ReaDj commanding the African Squadron. 

Sir — The captain and Ihe officers of the wardroom of the 
United States Frigate Cumberland have this instant heard, 
with lively sensibility, that you have been detached from this 
ship, and that she is ordered to proceed to the Gulf of Mex- 
ico. Allow us to express our sincere regret in view of 
the separation which your orders will necessitate. Sir, we 
had anticipated a pleasant cruise under your command ; and 
we had congratulated ourselves, even with the confidence of 
assurance, that we should find our official and social inter- 
course most acceptable and agreeal^le. We therefore give 
to you our regrets that we are to part, and we do it with 
frank and unfeigned feelings ; and at the same time we beg 
you to receive the assurances, wherever you may be called to 
act, in your official capacity as Commodore, or in your pri- 
vate relations of social life, that you have, and that you will 
continue to have, the cordial* well-wishes of the undersigned, 
the captain, and the officers of the wardroom. 

U. S. Frigate Cumberland, > 

Boston Harbor, January 27th, 1846. 5 

The precedipg paper was signed by the officers therein 
named, and handed to th^ Commodore, who seemed, equally 
with the 9ther officers, to be dissqppointed by the orders >vhich 
he had received, the changed destination of the ship^ ajid his 
detachment from her. He sent in return to the above com- 
munication the following reply : 

" U. S. Frigate Cumberland, > 
Boston Harbor, 27th Jan'y, 1846. J 

" Gentlemen — I have much pleasure in acknowledging 
your }oim and kind letter of regret, on the event of my being 

2* 
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detached from the frigate Cumberland. The order which 
renders it imperative on me to leave you, has occasioned 
much pain. I did not ask for the command of the African 
squadron — ^it was offered to me ; and after refusing it on the 
ground of there not being a frigcUe attached to it, my objec- 
tion was met by the proffer of the Cumberland. To be now 
deprived of this noble frigate, and separated from her officers, 
of whom I have hiad reason to entertain the most ^vorable 
impressions, has inflicted a wound, which it has never before 
been my lot to suffer. 

<< Be assured, gentlemen, that I feel sensibly this mark of 
your regard and esteem, and that I shall carry with me the 
recollection of your worth, and the desirjB again to serve 
with you under circumstances which n^iy not subject me to 
an abrupt removal. 

" That prosperity and hfippiness may attend you all, is the 
sincere wish of 

" Your ob't servant, 

" Geo. C. Read. 



ic 



To Capt&in Dulany, and'the officers composing the > 



wardroom mess on board the U. S. Frigate Cumberland.' 



THE SAILING OF THE PBIGATE. 

After delaying a day or two for the Commodore's tjonveni- 
ence — that he might disarrange his arrangements for ship- 
board, and cbmfortably leave the ship for shore — ^the frigate 
was put in final readiness, forthwith to leave her moorings 
for Vera Cruz, Mexico. The one relieving consideration 
to most of the officers of the ship, and to myself no less than 
to others, was, that letters, those blessed messengers from 
those we love, to one when one is absent from them, would 
come almost regularly to us, by being forwarded to Pensacola, 
and thence by a governxhent vessel, which holds comrnunica- 
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tion with the squtdron in tbd Gulf and the government at 
home. On the 3d of February, the tune of our sailing hav- 
ing been delayed beyond the hour fir^ contemplated^ all 
officers were on board. The cbroet, that emblem which 
admits no apology £}r delay, when once it is seen fbating 
from the mizzen-truck, had again been quivering in the air, 
during the afternoon of Tuesday ; and the morning of tlie 
next day found all the ship's company, officers and men, in 
th^ir places ; the pilot also sleeping on board, ready to take 
early advantage of tide and the winds. 

'There is a sound familiar to the sailor's ear, which seems 
ever to cheer the hearts of those within its hearing, though 
a few moments ailer, the heart may breal^ in its memories 
and sadness. '^ All hands to up anchor, ahoy !" is the echo 
handed from boatswain's mate to boatswain's mate, through 
the ship, after the shrill note of his pipe has been twice 
blown, and long. A general movement is seen ; the men to 
the capstan bars, the officers to their stations ; the '^ idlers," 
who are the non- watch officers or civilians, to the quarter- 
deck to gaze on the scene^ the land, the making sail, and to 
give the final look on fair hills, and happy homes, which one 
is soon to leave and lose in the distance, as the cotu'ser in a 
moment more will start from her goal to speed over the seae(. 
It would be a sadder hour-^r-to some a tearful, bitter hour, to- 
day, this Bd of Febrsary^ — did not the music of the buid 
strike up its merry sound, and the tramp of the men chime 
to the time of the tune as the crew walk around with the 
capstan,, and the clank of the coming-in iron chain tell that 
the ship b loosing her last hold on the ground, dear in our 
memoiies, our birth, and our loves, as our own native land. 
Thus was the anchor of the Cumberland soon atrip ; the 
ship veered — the sails fell — were sheeted home ; and the frig- 
ate, like the stag in his wild freedom, exulting on her native 
element, bounded over the lesser wave and the increasing 
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fiwell, until she wasabiroad on the wide and boundless ocean ; 
and I, leaving the bustle of the upper deck, sought my room 
and wept my tears for those I love. 

If I write at all, why should I not write naturally ? It is 
my own way which I am to trace ; it is my own views and 
feelings, amid objects and scenes^ as. contemplated by my 
own mind and heart, in their blended perception and emotion, 
which I am to develope. And the scene, at this moment of my 
leitving home, no one can know, as itl ay before my own vision, 
but the individual who has himself felt how lonely is life 
to- him who has lost the dearest object of his heart which 
could bind him to that life ; €ind has been placed in circum- 
stances which of necessity forced upqn him the bitter con- 
sciousness of that loss, as memories and emotions are awakened 
by the power of association, from the contrast of periods of 
time and similarity of occasions and scenes. At all other 
times when I have gone from my kindred, I was young, fond 
of adventure, elated in the prospect of change and anticipa- 
tions^ of seeing the world as it is, and men as they are, in 
their different positions^ races, governments, and contrasts. 
But what has the world for me, at this hour? I have seen 
a good part of it. I have msde its circumference, and seen 
its varieties, animate and inanimate — its beauties and its de- 
formities. Adventure no more has its charm ; and though I 
look on the stately and the beautiful in the arts, the magnifi- 
cence of nature, the policy^ the pow^r, and the prospects of 
nations, they wake nc^ emotion as once they did; or if 
emotion swells the heart, it but carries it on to the cpnscious- 
ness of a lost interest in all that the world now possesses save 
in one object, and that my infant son ; and to the reality that 
she who bore him, for whom I now had gazed with delight, 
has left this earth, and borne with her. from me every zest 
for living, save in the one felt obligation of duty ; and all 
desire for living, save only 4hat I may guide the education 
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of my child. Is there one, then, who, like myself, has known 
this vacuity in life — t^iis absence of all excitement in living — 
this joyless inanity and hopeless prospect for the future, be- 
cause his emotions of happiness in the past have reached far 
higher above all that can swell his heart in all his life on earth 
that is to come ? -My brother, then hast thou indeed wept ; 
and whilst thou shalt still weep, thou art to be pitied I Thy 
gold, however abundant, has become dimmed. Thy dwell- 
ing, however peaceful within, or lovely thy grounds around 
it, is still lonely. For thee, there is no resource in life but 
one only, as thou shalt still live on and still weep, and that is, 
to go forth among thy fellows and do them good. 

** Wouldst thou from sorrow find a sweet relief! 

Or is thy heart oppressed with woes nntold 1 

Balm wouldst thoo gather frpm oorroding grief 1 

Poor blessings roaod thee like a shower of gold ; 

'Tis when the rose is wrapt in many a fold 

Close to its heart, the worm is wasting there 

Its life and beauty ; not when all unrolled. 

Leaf after leaf its bosom rich and fair, 
Brearthes freely its perfames throughout the ambient air." 



THE DEATH OF A PASSED MIDSHIPMAN. 

The Cumberland 4iad made two unsuccessful attempts to 
' get to sea before the morning of the 3d of February ; and 
it seemed a kind providence that the winds and tide prevent- 
ed the frigate from getting an offing sufficiently early to 
stand on her course to sea. I say a kind providence, so at 
least it will have appeared to the kindred of young Ashton, a 
passed Midshipman, who, with a large number of the crew 
and officers, has been affected by a severe cold for days past 
in the severe climate of Boston ; and still more so in the 

iamp atmosphere of shipboard at this season of the year. 

?he frigate had put out of the Nantasket Roadson the 3l8t 
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upon a bough of a tree, and thus supporting his huge head 
for the night ; but with which point there are associations of 
choicer memories, connected with a rough people who buffeted 
the storms and the waves, and finally landed with hearts that 
praised their God, and did them honor, on Plymouth Rock. 
These same people are sometimes abused, but are, of all 
the world, a beacon, at which the disciples of liberty and 
free thinking and independent action shall look, ages be- 
yond the hour when their defamers shall have been for- 
gotten. The May Flower bore on her decks stout hearts, and 
devoted to their Grod, as she doubled this same point of 
land, and dropped her anchor in the bay which this point 
forms. But that last pcont of land at which I looked, on 
the coast of New England, was soon lost, as the ship still^rtood 
on her way, trackless and bounding, and every moment 
seeming to behave herself handsomely as she bounded from 
blue billow to blue billowi^, which began to put on their 
crests of white as we reached farther out towards the cur- 
rents of the Gulf Stream — currents which run northeasterly 
even from a point farther south than the extremest capes 
of Florida, and onward north and east to the banks of New- 
fotindland. Nothing, however, was inviting on deck for 
the first three days we were out, though on the evening 
of the 6th of February the weather became milder as we 
gained our southing ; and I went abroad from my room to 
the poop deck, and felt that it was like olden times, as I 
gazed on tlie wide blue sea, saw the white crests comb over 
the blue surge and roll down the blue bank, while the ship, 
alone on the deep, bore us onward steadily and fleet, and 
the balmy though fresh breeze touched the cheek with 
health, expanded the heart with pleasure, and made us feel 
that there was beauty and grandeur about us. But fair and 
beautiful as was the sky of February the 6th, the storm 
began to brew during the night ; and on Saturday the 7^ 
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the wind had increased to a mimic gale. It continued, with 
rain ; and our ship seemed a less inviting dwelling-place, 
for people who would seek their comfort, than she was on the 
Friday before. Surely she had been playing with our fairy 
dreams of sunnier latitudes ; and if such were to be our 
treatment by the winds without, and the lubberly ship within, 
we were several times on the point of protesting that she 
should lose her fair name with us, though eulogized by others. 
The ship rolled most abominably, as we lay to under the 
main spencer and fore storm-stay-sail. The Water dashed 
into the stern ports and at the rudder coat, drenching the ward- 
room sufficiently to give a dozen men employment in bail- 
ing the water from the thoroughly soaked apartment. And 
then the delightful chowder, always meaning by cliowder 
not that down-eastern savory dish made lip of a Uttle of 
every thing, and a good deal of the layers of fish ; but I^ 
chowder, here, meaning the Chinese chow-chow, that is, med- 
ley of any thii^ y and in this instance it was chow-chow, difier- 
ing only from a medley of any thing by being a mingling 
of every thing almost that the wardroom contained — twenty- 
two chairs, two extra wash*baiKl stands, a nameless quanti- 
ty of empty bottles ; and before the gale was over^^truoks, 
crockery, tables, lieutenants, the watch officers and civil- 
ians, the non- watch officers alike taking their places, at 
one moment to the, larboard, and at the next moment to the 
starboard side of the lubberly ship. Sorae gentlemen seemed 
in utter despair as the water flooded their apartments, and 
were willing for the rest of Jhe voyage to commute for any 
shore-man^s cellar, with the one condition that'it should be 
dry, for their sleeping apartment. Others deemed the ship 
a beast, that ought to be ashamed of herself for such ungal- 
lant movements ; and I, forsooth, knew too well where com* 
fort was, in a, dry room, to allow me to be abroad from my 
bed at such hours. But the one quality of amiableness and 
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sympathy for another's distress seemed to be universal, and 
the storm went on to have its blow out ; and the ship, though 
rebuked, continued to have her owp w^y, and to take her 
tumble, for it was all a gambol in harmony with the fashion 
of the regions through which she was passing, namely, be- 
tween the Bermudas and the Hatteras. And what brown- 
cheeked sailor has not learned the poetic language of his 
brother tars, who have gone before him ? If the poetry 
of the couplet be questioned, the warning it awakes is as 
faithful as the whirlwind on the seas is real : 

** If Bermudas let you pass, 
Then look out for Hatieras.** 

Could we have caught one of that peculiar species of 
comfortables called congressmen, and tied him to the quarter- 
deck with the watch officer, or tumbled him among the 
movables along with the idlers belo>v, and laved him with 
the abundance of water now found in shipboard currents 
without allowance, almost any where, said comfortable 
would not have been soon caught again forsaking his car- 
peted halls and his pay for the pleasures of a sea voyage in 
ono of the frigates of that fine proportioned old gentleman 
they call Uncle Sam. No, no, Mr. Comfortable. Nor for all 
the allowance which the gentlemen of the Navy receive, or 
the prospect before them of a premature old 8^e and a bare 
support for their families while living, and no prospect of 
leaving to their families but a very small living when they 
die, would said comfortable undertake, himself, to navigate 
our nation's ships. Shoi^ld the subject for augmenting the 
pay of these officers chance to come up before his honorable 
body of comfortables at. Washington, you would see him in 
his place, among the first to rise, and not only with erect 
person but with hands up, exclaim, " Give it to them — their 
pay — Mr. Speaker; give it Xol theni^ by all means. I would 
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hSSu Give it to *.»., by «n "="■'. "'■ Sf«^"- ■ 

"" . Tn.*. .-Kismet k.™ >•". •'»'•/ "".':ri ^ 

J ♦^o^.^f lift^ which the officers of our iNavy g" 

and gale, and sleet, and cold. And three um 
Jlr nighU amid all weathers, for four successive hours, mu^ 
iTllthe deck and take ca- of the ^ip. e^er ^-^ 
o'clock till midnight, or from m.dmght uU 4 » ^l^^,^"^^ 
morning, or from 4 o'clock in the morning until 8 o clock, 
Tm besides another additional watch of four hours dur- 
^gt^ryday. The iK>sition of the Navy officer isany th^g 
bu^t a sinecure. He earns ^is pay ; and it should 1^ con- 
tinued to him, and augmented, with the addition of a re«P««- 
table pension for his family when he leaves them, after hav- 
ing, of necessity, spent the amount of hisyearly Pay - ih«^ 
support. If there are dandy officers floating about the struts 
of our cities, spending more than their pay, the great body 
of the navy officers are worthier men, and should be cared lor, 
liberally judged, and provided for while they grow prema- 
turely brown, gray, and weather-beaten in the service ot 

their country. . <• • o*^ 

On the 9th of February the gale continued: the Irigate 
lay to, and rolled as abominably as ever. After trying her 
at scudding, she was found to be easier, having labored 
much in laying to in the storm. During the morning we 
had a second edition of breaking of dishes, thunder claps of 
smashing bottles, tables, and pitching lieutenants and other 
bodies into the lee-scuppers. But the clouds began to thin, 
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and the blessed sun gave forth his smiles again. The ship 
rolled on her due course, and before night the decks were 
dry, the atmosphere mild ; and music (thank Grod for blessed 
harmonies, and an ear and a heart that can appreciate them) 
woke from the full band, cheering the hearty of all, men and 
cheers, as the sunshine of the skies and the deep blue ot 
the seas seemed, alike with all aboYe and beneath and around 
thei;n, to rejoiqe that the dark clouds and the drifling cur- 
rents of rain had betaken themselves off to the northwest, 
and hid themselves in their olden haunts of the Bermudas and 
the Hatteras. 



THE GULF STREAM. 

Grales, storms, and bad weather, with a general gathering 
of the dark-winged spirits of the winds, seem to delight to 
make the Gulf Stream their haunts and play-grounds. This 
same stream of the ocean is a mystery to the navigator, even 
to the present day, in many particulars, though the trade- 
winds may have some influence in giving origin to this 
current. Some of the observed phenomena of the stream 
are interesting. It commences some seventy miles east of 
the Havana, runs along the north coast of the Island of 
Cuba westward, and thence enters the Straits of Florida, 
towards which it has been approaching at the; rate of one 
and a half miles the hour, but increases as it passes through 
the Florida Straits to three^and four miles the hour ; and at 
the narrowest point Of the straits, between Cape Florida and 
the nearest of the Bahama Islands, it being about forty-five 
miles across, the current runs in the month of August at 
the rate of five miles the hour. Sjill stretching itself north, 
it runs by that wild promontory, the Hatteras, twenty miles 
at sea, and onward to the banks of Nantucket, in a course 
from southwest to portheast. At Nantucket and St. George's 
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banks, it takes a more eeisterly direction, ijrushing the 
southern extremity of the great bank of Newfoundland, 
and extending in this direction betweien the parallels of 37° 
and 43^ north latitude, as far as longitude 44° west. It 
then bends to the southeast and south ; and thence is lost in 
the ocean. The length of the Gulf Stream, from the Salt 
Keys, south in its circular course, north and east to the 
Azores, is 3000 miles. And what is one of the great pecfu- 
liarities of the stream is, that its temperature is ten or eleven 
degrees higher than the ocean water in the same latitude 
out of it. The average breadth of the current is some 1^0 
miles ; and a peculiar sea- weed floats in the stream, some- 
times in extensive fields, at other parts of it in lesser quan- 
ties and in single sprigs. Columbus marked this peculiarity 
of sea- weed in the ocean, and argued, for the encouragement 
of his crew, that it indicated the neighborhood of land ; 
,whioh, after having continued his course west through fields 
of it, at length greeted his wishful eye, and made him the 
wonder and the admired, for a time, of his owa age, and the 
benefactor and the admired of mankind in all succeeding 
time. 



THE FRIGATE GAINS SOUTHING. 

Having struck the -northeasterly trade- winds, ever pre- 
vailing in one direction, we soon were borne along by them 
on our course south, beyohd the/egions of storms^ to sunnier 
latitudes and placid seas. The sailing in the trades is al- 
ways pleasant. The ship, for leagues, keeps on one tack, 
hardly a sail being lifted when once set^ and the officers and 
men bunging in their rest, and change, and enjoyment, after 
their escape from the cold of more northern climes, the 
storms of wilder tracks of the ocean, and the exposures of 
the ship and their persons to the dangers and the disagreea- 
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bles of navigation. The unpleasant of the past is soon for- 
gotten in the comforts of the present. 

SUNDAY SERVICES. 

Sunday, the 15th of February, very unlike the drift- 
ing rain and storm of the preceding Sabbath, was pleasant, 
the temperature of the air mild ; and the ship, gliding over 
the blue deep, made her way, still south, at a good rate, 
while her motion was scarcely perceptible to the officer as 
he traversed her deck. The awning had been spread, to 
ward off the too great heat of the sun. The men wer« 
ordered to dress in their white trowsers and frocks. The 
capstan had been covered with bunting, and the Bible and 
the Prayer Books were placed upon it, preparatory for the 
religious services of the Sabbath. At ten o'clock, the shrill 
pipe of the boatswain and the hoarse voices of the boatswain's 
mates sounded over the decks of the frigate : " All hands to 
muster !" The marines in their full dress, the seamen in 
their clean white trowsers and frocks, and the band in their 
crimson costume, with the officers in their uniform dress, 
occupied their several positions. The deck having been 
thus arranged, I advanced, with the Captain, to the capstan, 
and commenced the usual services of the Church. The 
prayers were said ; the responses well read ; and when the 
prayers of the service, which to-day I abbreviated, were 
ended I read the following hymn : 

** When tbrottgh the torn sail the wild tempest is streaming, 
When o'er the dark ware the red lightning is gleaming. 
Nor hope lends a ray the poor seaman to cherish. 
We fly to our Maker ; * save. Lord, or we perish.* 

O Jesus, once rocked on the breast of the billow, 
Aroused by the shriek of despair from thy pillow. 
Now seated in glory, the mariner cherish. 
Who cries in his anguish, * Save, Lord, or we perish.' 
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And O ! whcD die whirlwiDd or pas^on i* m^^Dg, 
When Bin in our hearu i(s wild warfare ii waging. 
Then send down ibj Spirit Iby raoBOaied to cherisb, 
Reboke the defltrayeri 'save. Lord, m we peri^.'" 
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and in the softest climate, '^ as April in Andalusia," the 
shores of a New World opened upon him. The green isle 
of San Salvador, as he afterwards named it, now fell on his 
vision, with its green pile, and trees like orchards, and fruits 
various and unknown ; while the island was seen to be in- 
habited by a numerous people, as they gathered from the 
groves ; apd all giving the noble adventurer the triumph of 
his theories, success against the predictions of failure from 
opposing princes, and a name as immortal as the proudest of 
all preceding or succeeding time. I love to review associa- 
tions, as they are awakened by localities over which I am 
passing. And the story of Columbus, as we course by the 
Bahama Isles, ^nd along the sunny seas of the West Indies, 
comes up refreshingly to the memory as one first makes the 
traverse of the same seas, and notes how natural were the im- 
pressions of this adventurous navigator, and fancies what 
must have been the varied emotions that alternately ruled 
the superstitious crews and the philosophic chief and officers 
as they gave way to hope and fear, apparent success and 
sacceeding disappointment ; at one moment turning their 
most favorable circumstances into superstitious apprehen- 
sions, and at another moment ready for mutiny and for 
sacrificing their commander ; at another, awed or persuad- 
ed or defied by his superior genius ; and at another still, 
shouting *' gloria in excelsis" as the sequel of the exult- 
ing cry from the commander of the ever foremost Pinta, as 
he sent the hail to the ship of Columbus, exclaiming, 
" Land, land, senor, I claim my reward !" and pointing at 
the same moment to the southwest, the course on which our 
own ship is now sailing. But ere long the loom of land, as 
had other appearances before this apparently more certain 
one, faded away, and seemed but another mysterious vision, 
which their superstitions began to think the unseen beings 
of these sunny climes were using to woo and decoy them 
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onward to a ruin from which they never might again return. 
And here in this connection it may be stated as a curious 
fact, that Columbus started with the purpose of sailing on a 
course due west, as far as practicable, which he affirmed 
would develope the truth of his theories, by his finding land ; 
and that he deviated from this course southerly only to sat- 
isfy the demand of his almost mutinous associates, as the 
appearances to them, at times, seemed the most strongly to 
indicate the existence of land in that direction. He unwill- 
ingly indulged these entreaties, to put the ships some points 
farther south. And by calculating his position at the time 
he did this, six days before the discovery of land, we find 
that he was sailing on a parallel of latitude ^hich, with the 
drifl of the Gulf Stream, would have taken his ships to the 
eastern coast of Florida, and thus might have turned his 
discoveries along the coast of North America, and finally 
led to the settlement of the colonies of the North by a Span- 
ish people instead of its present population. But, having 
deviated from his course for a moment only to dissipate the 
false appearances, as seen by other eyes than his own, Co- 
lumbus again stood due west with his ships ; and ere long 
the cry, that could only be realized by one man of the world, 
and only once by him in the peculiarity which it now 
sounded, came to the ear of the bold navigator, and made 
him feel that a New World there was, and it was his — ^its 
gold, its viceroy and admiralty, and its fame. That fame 
all time will give to thee, thou noble Genoese ! 

Our ship still kept her southerly course with easting, 
that we might make the Mona passage, one of the boldest 
inlets into the Caribbean sea. This pass lies between the 
islands of Hayti and St. Domingo on the west, and Porto 
Rico on the east ; and we were nearing it on the 16th, the 
sunny sea presenting its beautiful blue expanse and the 
winds favoring us on our course, as they eame in their 
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blandness like garden gales, which might justly awaken the 
idea, in the mind of Columbus, that this placid clime must 
be a perpetual paradise.- There could be no more beautiful 
sailing. And our run over the comparatively smooth sea, 
with the favoring breeze, took us rapidly south. The 17th 
found us in momentary expectation of making hind, while the 
skies continued as fair and the winds as favorable at 
bore us yesterday over these placid seas. It was almost 
like the enjoyment of Italian niusic in Italian climes, though 
here the skies were sunnier and more placid still. Thus 
pleasantly were we now sailing j and, as expected, the cry 
from the tops 6ame : " LflCt^d ho !" 

" Where away f " 

" One point forward the beam !" 

And there it was ;* lookikig as much like a huge elephant 
with a broken back as any thing else, as seen from our deck ; 
and as much like any thing else as an elephant with a 
bn^en back ; or, as the nautioal books say, << bearing 
south by West, makes two heads like a wedge." Yet 
there it was, the beautifltl Island of Hispaniola, as called 
by Columbus, where he longest delayed on his first voy- 
age, and where he was shipwrecked, and where he built a 
fort, and left some of his followers to await his return, dur- 
ing which time he expected they would dolleot a tun of gold 
and spices, which should enable his royal sovereign at 
length to regain the holy sepulchre from the sacrilegious pos- 
session of the Moslems. And on that beautiful island, which he 
found inhabited by a people so simple in all their habits, af- 
fectionate and hospitable, there was happiness, in its primeval 
form ; but it was destined to hn unhappy history in onward 
years. It is Hatti now, the olden name of the Indians, 
meaning high land ; and its story since the 6th of Decen^r, 
when Columbus entered the harbor, which he then called St. 
Nicholas, and which has since been retained, has been one of 

3 
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beautiful waters. They bend not their wing, but so guide 
thennselves, while in the air, that tbey aToid the surge and 
descend its ravine, and finally, after a few times wetting their 
fins, plunge into the blue deep again, and are lost to the eye. 
Moore, with his usual felicity of comparison, has seized on 
this little curiosity of nature, and given rhythm to his con- 
ception, as seen in the following lines : 

€# tje #lffCttfl-#r«|. 

When I have seen thy snowy wyig 
0*er the blue wave of evening spring. 
And give those scales of rilver white 
So gayly to the eye of light. 
As If thy ft&mt were fonned to riee. 
And live amid the glori(His skies — 
Oh ! it has made me proudly feel 
- How like thy wing's impatient zeal 
Is the pure soul, that scorns to rest 
Upon the world's ignoble breast, 
B«t takes the plune that God bath gtven. 
And rises into light and heaven ! 

But when I see that wing so bright 
Grow languid with a moment's flight. 
Attempt the paths of air in vain. 
And sink into the waves again ) 
^ Alas ! the flattering pride is o'er ; 
Like thee, awfaik, the soel may soar, 
But erring man raust blush to think, 
Like thee, again^ the soul may sink ! 

Oh, Virtue ! when thy clime I seek. 
Let not my spirit's flight be weak ; 
Let me not, like this feeble thing. 
With brine stfll dropping from its wing. 
Just sparkle in the aokr glow, 
And plunge again to depths below; 
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vessel. During the three days he thus speat, the Indians 
surrounded his ship, and the eommander visited the shorts* 
But, disappointed in realizing his golden dreams, he again 
departed farther to explore die coast of Cuba. When on the 
point of leaving the island ^ an Indian oame off to the ship, 
and begged that the Spaniards would take him with them to 
their country. He was followed by his relatives and friends, 
who endeavored, by the most a£koting supplications, to da- 
suade him from his purpose. For some time he was dis* 
traeted between concern far the distress of his family, and 
aa ardent desiite to see the hc»»e <^ those wonderful stran- 
geirs, which his imagination pictured as a ragioD .of celestial 
delights. Curiosity, and the youthful propensity to rove, 
prevailed. He tore himself from the embraces of his friends ; 
and that he might not behold the tears of his sisters, he hid 
himself in a secret part of the ship. Touched by this scene 
of natural afieetion, and pleased with the enterprising and 
confiding spirit of the youth, C!olumbus gave orders that he 
should be treated with especial kindness." We may wish to 
know that Indian's a0er story, but it has never been told 
to us^ 

We should. like to pause at each one of the idands of 
these sunny seae, but our destinadon is to Vbra Cbve, on 
the Mtun, without pausii^ at any other port, and with a pas* 
sage as i^edy as the winds and the tides can take us. Ifere, 
then, we go by ye all, ye green piles ^ and to*night our ship's 
company seems, as the men aie lounging among the .goes, 
listening to the music, and while the officers are promenadiBg 
the deck and gazing upon the distant inland, more like a 
pleasure party than aught else, moving over the waters 
in a majestic ship, with a fine breeze, a . smooth sea, and a 
balmy clime ; and all-^five hundred in numbef-r*-as miaeli 
at hbme» with the feelings of security, as if they were loung* 
iog in their native towns, or paoing^ .the crowded atreet of 
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their dty homes. Go on, then, thou noble »hip, and safely 
take us through these island seas, to our destined haven. 

We have made Cape San Antonio, the southwestern 
point of Cuba, and are now, this 25th day of February, 
doubling the bold promontory of Yucatan of the Main, oppo- 
site to Cuba, where they say there are old«n m<Miument« 
of a people of gone-by days, whose story is now a matter of 
record ; while their cities, in their ruins and relics, yet re- 
main for the wonder and the inquiry of the traveller^ and the 
antiquarian. Biit there, our frigate, on her yet more south- 
ern passage, may not pause; and a few days more, we 
trust, will find her at naoorings, (^ the coast of the depen- 
dencies of Mexico. 



SPRING-TTMK BEFOJIE THE FIRST OF MARCH. 

We left the latitude of Boston, February 8d, with our 
ship iced by the climate of that portj and w^th our men clad in 
Aeir winter garments, and, but a day or two before, shiver, 
ing in a winter's drift of sleet and show. A few days ooly 
of southing brought us to a temperate clime, like spring-' 
tide of the north. A few days more gave us a sun and 
temperature which changed the costume of our ship's com- 
pMiy from a dark and woolen garb to thin and white dresses. 
Awnings were spread, and the shade was sought, as panting 
animals seek the cooling shadows cast by rook, tree, or 
feooe, or house side. It seemed strange, se soon to lay aside 
Qur thick clothes by day and blankets at night; but ^le 
m^niless rays of the suii> as we neared him, in his southern 
eourse of the tropics, seemed to have no respect for our sutMen 
transition, from a temperature of near zero to the more thctn 
wnamer heat of eighty degrees of Fahrenheit. And all this 
heat of a summer's sun we' experienced before this first 
day of spring, which has found us to-day. 
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MARCH FIRST, 1846, 

on the first day of ihe month, and the first day of the 
week. Our ship is sailing southward, to still hotter climes, 
at a good rate, to-day ; and not only new seas and new 
lands open to the view, in the scenery of daylight, but new 
constellations of stars, in the blue field of the heavens, at 
night. It makes me feel familiar with these latitudes, as 
one olden friend after another comes up from the southern 
seas, and welcomes me, as a bright and fair and familiar 
thing, that I have gazed on before, through the pure skies of 
the tropics. He who has gazed at these twinkling brilliants 
from every latitude of the earth, can never again feel entirely 
friendless, wherever he may wander, for he is welcomed and 
cheered by these sweet songsters, as familiar friends, as 
they chant so soothingly to the harmonies of his own deep 
spirit, whether he gazes on them in his sadness or his 
joy. And the stars of the north and the constellations of 
th6 zodiac, as he has beheld them from his own balcony, 
window, or piazza, at home, so now they also call up— how 
many memories of those he loves ! And while he again gazes 
on them, of the night, they seem to be on their olden and 
undeviating way, to smile again over those homes ; and now 
proffer to the gazer, to bear, for him, messages of love and 
blessings to ^lose he has left in those homes, if he will 
whisper to them what he would have them speak, as they 
shall pass over the dwellings of his sleeping friends — for 
these messages; by the stars, are to be spoken, in happy 
dreams, as the ray of the beautiful brilliants beams through 
the lattice of the chamber of the peaoeful sleepers ; unless, in 
earlier night, perhaps, the star, in its ascension, gains the 
eye of the beloved one, to whom the bright mei^enger 
is commissioned to bear the memories and the prayers 
and the night-borne wishes for them, from the absent 
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one of their number. How have I whispered thee, beautiful 
Lyea, thou loveliest star of the skies, to me, as I have gazed 
on thy diamond light, in its scintillations, and mused, in my joy 
and my sadness, as I have coursed the width and the length 
of many seas. Tell them, agaii^, to-night, this their opening 
spring night, that — no, I will not write it, here — they know it 
all, thou blue-eyed brilliant !. for, already in thy slant, as I 
gazed on thee in early evening, thou wast in thy height on 
their meridian, and thou didst well speak it, as they read in 
thine eye, a message of love from one, from over the far sea£i> 
to them who dwell in his distant home. 



A Man-of-war always ready for action. 

We know not what may be the situiUion of public afiairs 
betweea the United States and Mexico, at this moment.' We 
have been ordered to Vera Cruz, to augment the squadron 
Xiow lying off that city, in view of the difficulties that exist 
between the two governments. Mexico has refused to re- 
ceive our Minister, or at least has delayed it, contrary to the 
expectation of the United States government ; and after'having 
given the President expectations that a diplomatit) personage 
would be immediately accredited. There is, evidently, a deli* 
cate state of things existing between the two gaverncnent^. It is 
not impossible, that even war at this moment may be waging^ 
on the supposition that the United States troops have advanced 
into the disputed territory,|forming the conjectural boundary of 
Texas, and the advance of Mexican troops to the same quar- 
ter, to repel them. It is therefore the part. of a judicious 
officer to keep his ship in readiness for action, on approach- 
ing the Mexican coast, though the Mexican government has 
no naval force. General quarters and the exercise of the 
firigate's guns have been frequent during our passage ; the 
guns have been shotted, and all is in readiness for action. 
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should occasion present. We are now nearing the Mexican 
coast, and are not much over a hundred miles from Vera Cruz« 
It is Tuesday, the 3d of March. At 7 hells last night, or at 
near midnight, a few taps on the drum started every man, 
ahoard ship ; and a few more rdk of drum and fife brought 
the men to their quarters. The lanterns were lighted^---tha 
guns cafit loose — the magazine, opened— and all reported to 
be in readiness for action. But a distant light on the sea, sup- 
posed to be a steamer, advanced, without deviating from her 
course, and ere long was again at a distance from our frigate. 
Probably she is a veesel bound to the islands, and thence to 
England. It would be a di0icuk thing to surprise a well 
disciplined war-ship, or find her ever unprepared to enter into 
an engagement, within five minutes' notice. And no one 
on shore, who has not witnessed the quickness of the move- 
ments on board a man-of-war, and the regularity that pre- 
vails in the execution of orders, can realize this rapidity 
of action, without confusion, noise, or delay. Our crew 
consists of about 500 men, all told. Each person on board 
has his station, in time of action, which he knows, and is 
nearly as familiar with, as he is with the time and place of 
his meals ; and he frequents it nearly as often. He finds it 
in the dark or in light, at hours of day or at midnight, at 
the tap of the drum ; and in less than two minutes he has 
his hammock tied and stowed — his arms and guns ready for 
battle^— and himself prepared to do honor and defence for 
himself and his coiintry, whenever the moment demands his 
action. At all hours of the day and night, the quartermas- 
ters keep a look-out for every and the minutest occurrence, 
around axid abroad, so that no boat or sail can approach, or 
other movement take place, in port or at sea, within vision of 
the ship, without being reported ta^the ofiicer of the deck for 
the time being. Suoh watchfulness and readiness for action 
in a^l other departments of the ship, also prevail. The lights 
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are reported every half hour of the night — an (^cer having 
been sent the round — and the pumps with the same frequen- 
cy ; as also the condition of the ship in other particulars. 
Nowhere is order and dispatch so beautifully and practically 
exemplified as on board a man-of-war ; and safety, readiness, 
and efficiency are the consequence. The same is true of 
the sailing of a well-discipiined man-of-war. Three minotet 
is all the time needed for reefing topsails ; and all sails, 
whatever the number, that may be set, may be reduced to 
the i>are poles of the ship, in five minutes more. A squall, 
or storm, or hurricane, can never, or scarcely ever, surprise 
a man-of-war, where such a look-out is kept, and where there 
are so many hands to make the ship snug for the threatening 
emergency. In no other way, then, can a person pass over 
the seas, in equal safety, as in a well-disciplined frigerte of 
our navy ; and an idler may sit in his room, without care 
and unconcerned, amid storm and in the calm, alike assured 
that all things are directed with a watchful attention, effi- 
ciency, and readiness of action, equal to any emei^ency 
that may present itself. 

APPEARANCE OF LAND-— ^EDUCING SAIL AND MOORING SHIP. 

The vision of Columbus is ever with me, while we are 
sailing through these seas ; and no less so when we are on 
the point of making land. Columbus was in a vessel of only 
one hundred tons ; we are in a ship of seventeen hundred 
tons. He traversed the seas in safety — we are twenty times, 
and yet more, safe, on the principle of chances. And when 
we look at the apprehensions, even in this day, in navigation, 
we can hardly estimate the daring of the noble Genoese, in 
launching forth into an unknown oceaa of the West, without 
any chart of its wide waters, or any knowledge of the 
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shoals, reefs, rooks, shallow islands, tides, and soundings on 
the coast of a hoped-for western land. But what an emotion 
of joy and exultation must have swelled the spirit of Colum- 
bus, as his eye fell on the unmistaken evidence of land be- 
fore him, to the west, and as he approached its shores, emerg- 
ing, as he continued to approach it, from its mist and haze, 
and deepening in the green and beautiful scenery of the tro- 
pics, as he neared its ever green sides. All this vi^on came 
up to my own imagination, as the high peak of Orizava — 
17,380 feet above the ocean— came into our view this morn- 
ing, yet distant a hundred miles. But there it was— land 
that Columbus never saw, but it was land on the same coast 
which he first discovered ; and it rose, in its grandeur and 
height, far above the clouds, as it piled its huge peak, flank- 
ed by other peaks^ against the blue field of the back-grqund. 
There is always grandeur in the mountain side, and beauty 
in its green piles, in the tropics. South America and Mex- 
ico are befere all the world beside, for their exhibitions of 
the profound in mountain scenery. Their high elevations of 
mountain peaks, and huge ranges of mountain ridges, in 
comparison with the mountains of other countries, are like 
Niagara of our own North, in comparison with the cascades 
of other lands. 

We hope to gain our moorings, off Vera Cruz, before 
night ; and the sea-breeze begins to freshen, while our ship 
)ias her ample spread of canvas upon her, giving hope, that 
not many hours more, and we shall take our place among 
the ships composing the United States squadron, whose 
masts, it is thought, moi^ now be seen from the foretop, rais- 
ing their slight spars, almost imperceptibly, at this distance, 
above the little island of Sacrificios. The sea breeze still 
freshens, and we are pressing on with the royals and stud- 
ding-^ails set, the land appearing all about us, as our ship 
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gains her position nearer in to shore. Our worthy First, 
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the lip, should cause the royals to be gathered to the yard, 
and the studdiog-sails to come to the deck. A moment 
more, and the order came : " In studding-sails and royals !" 
The three highest sails of the ship were gathered to the 
yards so snug, that nothing scarcely could be seen, save the 
naked spars, like some slight black outline, now crossing the 
far up royal- masts ; while the studding-sails^ fKittering in the 
wind like so many kites, or as a falling dove, with its wing 
lopped by some archer, edged themselves obliquely to the 
deck. 

" Man the lee braces," continued the oiBcjEfr, as we -had 
cleared the first reef handsomely, and the city of Vera Cruz 
opened full on the view, with all its steeples, cupolas, and 
domes, tt^tber with the long range of walls of the castle of '' 
San Juan de UUua. Our course, however, lay npt directly 
to the city, now in full view, but to the island of Sacrificios, 
some three and more miles from the town ; and still another 
reef was to be weathered, to enable the ship to gain the lee 
of the little island, where a squadron of six shipf was seen, 
riding at their anchors. 

<' Man the lee braces, I say," continued the Lieutenant ; 
" haul taught !" The sails of the three maats now made a 
beautiful and equal slant, as the yards were sharply braced to 
the wind, and allowed the ship to stand yet further off from 
the second reef, over which the breakers were combings and 
to weather it» extreme pcunt without danger. 

We were now beyond the ooral reefs, beautiful things 
always, as they lay their line of silver on the blue deep, but 
fearful to the eye of the mariner, when on a lee shoce ; and 
now the ship, obeying the motion of the wheel, wore band- 
somely away, and filled the bellying canvas, as we stood 
directly down to the little fleet, resating at its anchors, under 
the isle of Sacrificios. But soon the sails of the fore were 
thrown aback, while the jack waa run up to the miz^en head 
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^the stopper broke — and the signal thus made said, " we 

wish a pilot." A boat was soon seen, bearing the American 
flag at its bows ; and, ere long, a pilot was on board, and the 
ship again filled away, and stood boldly in to the anchorage 
ground. The wind continued feir and fresh, and filled the 
top-sails and top-galknt-sails. The fore and mainwsails had 
already been clewed up — the spanker brailed — ^ihe jib stowed. 
The ship bore down upon the little fleet in a gallant style, 
with the wind directly abaft, while we momently neared the 
anchored ships, not now very distant from us. 

" Is the rigging clear of the guns, sir V demanded the 
First Lieutenant of the gunner. " All clear sir," was the 

reply. 

" Let the men stand clear of the guns, thea, sir," conti- 
nued the officer, placing the trumpet to his mouth ; and now 
giving forth the order in a yet louder tone : 

« Ready, sir !" 

" Starboard— fire !" 

« Larboard— fire !" 

« Starboard— fire !" 

" Larboard — fire !" 

This order was repeated, until thirteen cannon alternately, 
from each side of the ship, spoke loudly over the sea, and 
told the Commodore, whose squadron we came to join, that 
we were near, and saluted him. The Commodore's ship 
soon opened, and returned the fire, in acknowledgment of 
the compliment. The frigate still stood in directly for a 
French man-of-war, which lay neai^est to the berth which 
our own ship was to take ; and it seemed as if our frigate 
designed to run the Frenchman down, with the wind press- 
ing us directly astern ; and the danger of doing it, whether 
we designed it or no, seemed, at this moment, not to be 
inconsiderable. Yet, the heavy anchor from the starboard 
. bows was let go in good time, and the^pressure of the stopper 
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upon the links of the clanking iron chain, as it continued to 
run out, finally checked the frigate ; when the spanker wm 
hauled out, and the ship came up gracefully into her posi- 
tion, and rested, side by side, near the French ship, cCnd added 
another no inconsiderable force to the American squadron, 
among which, as the chief of their number, the Cumberland 
now took her place. 

The sails were furled — ^the ship doubly moored — ^the 
decks cleared ; and while I promenaded the poop-deck to 
gaze ufMm the new scene around — the sea, the ships, the 
land — and inhaled the soft bceeze that swept by us, 1 gazed 
aloft at the trim spars and taught yards of our diip, and, 
behold I there, 9gain, peered that Messed moan, in our zenith, 
above the trucks of our ship, throwing down ber smiles of 
blessed omen, and almost saymg: **l have followed you 
through the gale a^d tiie calm — the cloud and the sunshine 
— and here, almost at an unusual hour for me, I am abroad 
again, to assure y«u, as I peer above ycmr ship, that your 
anchorage ground shall be safe, and your cruise be success- 
fully ended, and yourself returned, in health and happiness, 
to t)M)se you love !" Had I wished it, I could not have with- 
held the feeling of or^ulity, that yon high moon, in another 
so striking a coincidence of appearing so directly above us, at 
such an hour of the day, and at the moment of our anchoring, 
spoke audiUy — if not to the ear, yet to the willing and 
grateful heart. 
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tions, it is always characteristic of each, to maniiest a gen* 
erous and becoming courtesy towards the other, when they 
meet in their national ships. 

Some years ago, at a port in the Mediterranean, one of 
our national vessels arrived, when, among the vessels 
of other nations which made the usual compliments ta 
the newly arrived, was an Austrian man-of-war. Of course, 
the officer who was deemed to be the most proficient in the 
Knglish language, was selected, to convey the Austrian's 
gompliments to the American captain. The Austrian IJeu. 
tenant accordingly soon reached the side of the American 
ship, stepped on deck, advanced to the captain, touched 
his hat, according to naval etiquette, and added, with a bow, 
'^ Good nighty SAB !" Turning, with another bow, he resought 
his boat, to the infinite amusement of the officers, and the 
surprise of the captain, who, as the Austrian descended the 
ship's side, exclaimed, " Gentlemen, saw you ever such a 
monkey !" 

Captaijd Dulany having reported to Commodore Conner, 
who holds the command of this squadron, the Commodore in- 
dicated his purpose to make the Cumberland his Flag Ship ; 
and, agreeably to expectation, the Commodore, on the Thurs- 
day succeeding our arrival, came on board — ihoisted his 
Broad Psnnamt — and as the stopper was broken, a salute 
was fired — the officers being on deck, in full uniform, to re- 
ceive the Commodore — and thus, as anticipated, our frigate 
becomes the Flag Ship of the -Home Squadron. 



SHIPS AT REST. 

The object of our government in changing the destination 
of the Cumberland, has already been alluded to. The same 
motive has ccmcentrated, at this point, a number of our na- 
tioaai ships, which are lying at anchor near us, and fonning 
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together, a considerable force, in case ftay hostile action should 
reautt from the present delicate relations between the Uoited 
States tmd the government of Mexico. The ships composing 
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and brighter light to the white of the coral reefs of the sea ; 
and deeper intensity' to emotion, when one gazes on these, or 
when one's thoughts go far away, beyond all of these, to those 
whom one loves, of earth, and in heaven. And then the eight 
o'clock gun of ihe frigate, and the gnn at break of day, boom 
over the waters and echo far off over the main land, as the 
musket shot from the diff<^ent vessels, at the same moment, 
imitating the motions of (he Flag Ship, are discharged by the 
sentinels, as they give phice to their relief. This is the round 
of the scenes, or the daily monotony of occurrences, which is 
to be looked for, «t this anchorage, for some weeks to come. 
What a kind heaven shall send else, the development of each 
advancing day only can tell. May it be, at least, as it should 
be, contented and thankfbl hearts, while they trust- in God 
to mete out for us the ills and the joys of life. 



FOS ▲ MOMENT, ADIEU TO THE CUMBEELAND. 

The Cumberland having taken her place as the Flag 
Ship of the Gulf Squadron, of course she will have to delay 
here, to await the political demonstrations of the Mexican 
government, for some weeks to come. In the mean time, 
therefore, I will invite the reader to take a rapid flight with 
me, across the isthmus, to the Pacific side of South America, 
that we may gain some shore- scenes, which shall develop 
the Mexican institutions as faithfully as if we were to write 
of them, in our descriptions, in the city of Mexico. The 
western states of South America were settled by the same 
nation as was Mexico ; and the Castilian blood, in Chili and 
Peru, presents itself in the descendants of the Spaniards, as 
favorably and as faithfully, as it. is represented by the Mexi- 
can people. The Indian population, of the west and the east, 
are also a kindred people ; and unadmonished of the differ- 
ence in geographical positions, no traveller would be con- 
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scious that he wets not among the same people^ at these dif- 
ferent places of the continent. Leaving, therefore, the good 
frigate Cumberland, for a moment, and saying adieu to the 
Home Squadron, at anchor under the little island of Sacrifi- 
cios, waiting the action of the Mexican gov^nment, we will 
alight, at once, at the city of Santiago, the capital of Chili, 
without, in this place, describing our flight over the Cordille- 
ras, or the intervening valleys and table-land, that lie be- 
tween the shores of the two oceans and this city of the 
interior. 

Santiago is the capital of a republic, which is deemed 
the most advanced pf any of the southern governments, to- 
wards the attainment of the legitimate adv^mtages of repub- 
lican institutions. Yet there is, even- here, a restraint on 
the perfectly free impulses that aweli the bosom of the citi- 
zen, who has breathed in a land where he has a proud and 
elevating consciousness that he may think, speak, and act, 
civilly and religiously, as his intellect and his conscience 
declare to be his right and his duty. And this results, more 
than from any other source, from the restrictive and illiberal 
system of the Roman Catholic religion ; and also from the 
tendency in the Spanish character to adhere to the customs 
of the past. The Roman Catholic religion, as one of its ele- 
ments, precludes the idea of any qhange for the better, in the 
advance of the truer philosophy, both in the material and 
moral world, notwithstanding the science of the mind has, in 
its progress, led to a correcter interpretation of Scripture, as 
has the advance of the physical sciences, to the developments 
of nature. 



the cathedral at SANTIAGO. 

But I intend not a disquisition on the politics or religion 
of the people of Chili, or the citizens of S^tiago, the capital 
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of their republic. I inteod, simply, a description of one of 
their churches, the cathedral, at Santiago. 

At a period earlier than the date of my arrival off 
Vera Cruz, I had visited this inland capital,, interesting 
for its pleasant locality, at the foot of the Andes, and the 
agreeahleness of its society. Early of a mcnming, while the 
moist breath of the hour still retained its melkrwness, I 
crossed the public plaza of the city, and entered the lai^e 
door of the cathedral, which fronts on the capitol square. I 
found myself among the earliest who had arrived, to say 
their morning devotions. 

The cathedral has a plain front, the only ornaments 
consisting of four fluted pilasters and a few designs over the 
three entrances. The bniWing extends too far back to retain 
the just proportions of a single edifice, though the effect with- 
in may be heightened by the length. Two longitudinal 
ranges of arches extend quite the length of the building, ten 
in number, supporting a ceiling tbo Ibw and too light for the 
massive proportions of the pillars; and the plain ceiling, con- 
sisting of narrow painted boards, greatly injures the effect of 
the heavy ijiaterial of which the edifice is constructed. Th* 
depth of the building, however, is such as to produce, at 
once, with the assistance of the double ranges of stone arches, 
that impressive effect of the solemn abbey, which space and 
mellowed light g&ther over the feelings. A ffew solitary 
worshippers, here and there, like so many specks in the dis- 
tant perspective, were seen kneeling, while every moment 
the number of females, in their mantillas and dark dresses, 
attended by their maids, who bore a small mat for their mis- 
tresses to kneel upon, continued to pass me, while seeking 
the different altars at which they severaHy worshipped. A 
single taper now and then flitted across the shaded aisle, as 
some canon, who had arrived later than his brothers, was 
preceded by a laic, to light his 0116 among the many altars. 
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I advanced to an altar called <^ pulcherri.ma" or the beau- 
tiful, over which an arch of silver spanned a niche, within 
which a figure of the Virgin, large as life, was placed, and 
the priest was already repeating the morning mass. While 
I stood wiUiin the cross shades, oast hy the united buttressts of 
four heavy arches, which sprung from acommon base, a young 
Cbilena approached near to me. Her maid threw a rich 
mat upon the pavement, on which her young mistress knelt* 
She crossed herself, and with her eye on the Virgin, rested 
her delicate hands^ one over the other, upon her breast, while 
her lips continued to move, and the beautiful syrywnetry of her 
fingers was displayed in contrast with the dark ground of 
the mantilla, on which they reposed. Others contiiraed to 
increase the numbers, who gathered to this and to other altars 
through the spacious building, be^e the matins were over* 
I strolled with the liberty of a stranger, and the freedona 
which the absence of pews from all Catholic churches abroad 
gives to the habits of the people, along the difi^rept altars^ at 
my leisure. 

The altars are arranged along each side, and quite the 
extent of the building, besides the central or chief altar, and 
correspond on either side with tjje number of the arches. 
They are decoxated with variety of taste, tinsel, statues, 
images, and paintings. 

The first altar, ^n the right as I entered the cathedral, 
"presented an image as large as life, in the attitude of a body 
robed for its burial, and enclosed in a glass case, represent- 
ing the every where famous, apostle to the Indies, Franciscus 
Xaverius, or Francis Xavier. 

Above this encased saint, a painting in oil gives us the 
fancied representation of another canonized favorite of the 
church, in the full-drawn portrait of Saint Jerome, in 
mood contemplative, over a death's head, and holding a 
small crucifix in his hand, with the image of our Saviour 
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upon it. The dark and angry head of a black lion, with 
frowning visage and threatening teeth, emblems forth other 
ideas, to render the whole grouping a thing to tell us, that 
li£3 is short, temptations fearful, and religion is the businesf 
of life, 

I passed on to s^U another aUar, whese a painting, repre- 
senting Saint Ignatius or Augustine, arrested my eye, which 
is in better keeping, taste and execution, tbi^i the others, and 
occupied a place over a vacant pedestal, which seemed to 
have been once occupied by the im^ige of a saini. to whom it 
is dedicated, but is now absent. Saint Ignatius is in graceful 
attitudeof won^ip, clasping his han48 in importunate entreaty, 
with eyes cast upward. And on either aide of the altar, there 
are two groups of oherubs, one holding an open book^ with 
the words, " Ad Majorem Dei gJoriam — To the great glory of 
God," inscribed upon its leavest Had this altar been espe- 
cially dedicated to the Invisible, apart firom any iotermedio 
ating saint, there, would be an appropriateness in the absence 
of the image of the shrine from the vacated pedestal. 

Another altar, on the opposite side of the cathedral, reach- 
ing to the ceiling, like most of the rest, in its height, and 
proportionate in its width, embraces some twenty or thirty 
figures. The Saviour, represented at the age of twelve years, 
occupies the centre ; Joseph and Mary, one on either side, 
with John and others ; and cherubs here and cheruba there,^ 
with an inscription inscribed upon a transparency, through 
which the light streams above thengi all : " In sacrse familise 
honorem et gloriam — To the honor and glory of the sacred 
family." 

In the neighborhood of this compound altar of many 
images, there stands another filtar corresponding to its ap- 
propriate arch. A glass case presented the skeleton ferm of 
a female, attired in dark habiliments, ^e skull decorated in 
lace cap and ribbons^ and the feet exposed, with the bones 
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adjusted and tied together, in their appropriate piaee. Thus, 
this figure lay, in its sacred shrine, a skeleton, arrayed in 
female attire, to be the object of deferential veneration, as 
one of the canonized and tfie holy. It was as little disgust- 
ing as, perhaps, such an exhibition could ever be ; and to 
one like myeelf, wlio has gazed on the fields of skulls and 
hunnan bones, as I have seen them at various places, in a 
cruise around the world, there migiitbtf a possibility of look- 
ing on this exhibition, with indifference. But I could never 
be brought to think such a thidg in good taste, or conducive 
to awaken devotion and to encourage piety. On a succeed, 
iog day, as I walked through the cathedral witfi one of the 
priests, I asked the name of the person whose reHcs were 
thus displayed, and to whose honor an altar thus was raised. 

"Santa Feliciana," he replied. 

" Aiid is that skeleton the identical body of Santa Felici- 
ana V I inquired. 

^'Si'senor, cu6po idenlico." 

" Do yOCi say truly, fether V I continued, interested in his 
affirmation. 

" Si I seilor, cuepo ideritico." 

The following inscriptitm speaks theeulogy of the sainted 
dead, bearing its sentiment and moral to the living : 

** Veni delebano, 
Vcni ooronftberis." 

I copy here, in substance^ a description, which I have 
elsewhere given, of the central and principal altar of this 
cathedral. 

Besides the twenty altars decorating the sides of this 
extensive building, the main altar is located near the inner 
end of the building, on an elevated platform, to which one 
ascends, in front and on two sides, by flights of steps. The 
platform is spacious, and a balustrade extends along its twp 
sides, while the area is open in front. This central altar 
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is the most gorgeous of all in the eathedral. The front is 
of massive silver. Rather, it is a heavy plate of chase- work, 
with groups of figures in relievo, being some four feet in 
height and ten to fifteen In length. The heavy candlesticks 
are of similar material, and the different furniture usual 
fer the altar is of the same rich and costly article. But a 
greater curiosity is connected with this central altar. Above 
it rises a Doric canopy. Its eight columns support a dome. 
The pillars are an imitation of marine, and the different 
parts of the canopy -are in harmonious proportion, presenting 
a beautiful little specimen of Grecian architecture. Within 
this canopy, which is open between the pillars, rises a oen- 
tral column, so constructed that its capital with its shafts 
may rise or fall at pleasure. On the capital of thk central 
column rests a plated globe, of several feet in diameter. 
This silver altar, with its ornaments, together with this Dorio 
canopy, whose eight pillars support the dome, and the central 
column on which rests the plated globe, present, together, 
the tout ensemble of the great central altar g( the cathe- 
dral, elevated on the extensive platform which it occupies. 
Behind the altar, still further in, is the orchestra. But it is 
to the peculiar mechanism of this globe, tmd the cohmm on 
which it rests, to which the grand efiect of the chief altar 
is owing on festive days, at the celebration - of high mass. 
As* I ^ood in front of this altar, on a succeeding day, with a 
polite priest, who exhibited to me the movement bf the globe 
and the interior rooms with the richly laced dresses, and 
the silver and golden utensils fer the altar and the proces- 
sion, I readily imagined the efl(ect which it was possible to 
produce on the occasion of high mass, upon the worshipers, 
whose imaginations and devotion harmonised with the display 
of the scene presented before them. Imagine, then, the full 
choir of the orchestra, in the rear of the altar, chanting high 
mass — a hundred priests of the fifteen hundred ^f the three 
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orders in Santiago, in their rich and varied canonicals — the 
recitative of their sonorous and full voices — when, for a 
moment, the music ceases, and the clouds of incense roll 
in evolving perfume and fragrance from the silver censer. 
Again the full chorus £lls the cathedral, rolling from arch 
to arch — ^from recess to recess — from dome to pavement — 
when once more all is still again. * The hush of death seems 
to have gathered over the crowded multitude. The priest is 
about to elevate the Host. The tinkling of a single bell is 
heard throughout the spacious building, and all, as if by 
kindred instinct, prostrate themselves oa their knees. In- 
stead of the priest's elevating ihe wafer, now thjB central 
pillar of the canopy falls, and leaves the plated globe sus- 
pended in mid-air. And now it begins to sever at its meridi- 
ans ; and now it opens and expands itself into a cerulean 
heaven, studded with bright stars, on which a row of lighted 
tapers throw their light ; and behold, on the sunken pillar 
beneath, in the golden vase, stands the eucharist I It is the 
body of Jesus Christ ! All behold, and bow, and cross them- 
selves, and worship ! 

The priest, for my gratification, exhibited to me this 
becmtiful specimen of holy phantasmagoria, opened only on 
occasicms of great solemnity. The canopy is of French 
mechanism, and, together with the silver altar and its decora- 
tions, is a fine piece of workmanship--said to be .a pre«ent 
from a crowned head to the cathedral. 

Amoi^ the worshipers at the cathedral, on the Sunday 
preceding my arrival at Santiago, I recognized several, 
whose acquaintance I had made during the week. There 
were two other faces which attracted my attention for their 
interest, as they worshiped. They were a mother and her 
daughter. The daughter may have been eleven years of 
age, and knelt a little in advance of her mother. Had a 
shadow been thrown by her mother's profile, in diminished 
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ibrm, nip(m a field to receive it, not more exact could its out- 
lines have been of her daughter's face, than were her daugh- 
ter's lineaments the fac-simile, though in diminished size, of 
her mother's. The faces of both were grave, cidm, atten- 
tive, rotund, and perfect of their class. They were alike, 
in black, as they would have been from custom at the cathe- 
dral worship, but they were now in mourning, she a widow, 
her child fatherless ; and they were reputed to be rich, per- 
haps the third family for their wealth in the capital. It was 
a vision of loveliness seldom seen ; the child's, a cherub 
face ; the mother's, womanly. A mole upon the lip of the 
parent only marked the difference in the features of the two, 
save in size and years. 1 was to have called at their cassa 
in town, in addition to the families whichl had vinted with 
the attentive Charge d 'Affaires ; but the time allotted for 
other engagements cm the day appointed for this visit, had 
extended beyond the hour usual for calls, before others had 
been completed ; yet the vision of a mother's and a daugh- 
ter's face, so edikCy I never before have seen, and for its in- 
terest and swe^ complacency, I am sure I may not forget. 

The female portion of the audience was much the largest. 
Indeed, the male attendants were apparently outnumbered 
by the many priests who were engaged in celebrating high 
mass, while the female worshipers, in their dark dresses, 
filled a large space in the central portion of the cathedral. 

The worshipers were of every class and station in so- 
ciety. No distinction, therefore, was made to favor the ho- 
Borable and the affluent above the meanest and impoverished, 
who gathered for the services of the church. Hence, as the 
rich aenora advances up the middle space, in front of the 
grand altar, attended by her friends, with a maid (in the ab- 
sence of all pews from the churches) bearing the beautiful 
mat for -her mistress, it is spread wherever space may hap- 
pen to be found and it is most convenient. Another of less 
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pretension bears a less gaudy and unpretending carpet, 
and drops it at the -side of the first. Still another advances^ 
and, destitute of any protection for a dress, that, in sooth, 
from its appearance seems to need none to save it from the 
dust of the pavement, prostrates herself in the neighborhood 
of the others. Again, the beautiful seiiorita and her friends 
and servant spread a family mat, broad enough for them all; 
on which they kneel together, or sit, as they may be going 
through their private prayers, or at rest, in attendanoe to th« 
public service. And yet, I observed that the better dressed 
and the higher bred, often, were clustered together, while the 
poorer and less tidy paid a deferential consideration in their 
approaches to (he neighborhood of their more fortunate fel- 
low-worshipeis. 

The cliurch dress at Santiago is a dark gown, a black 
veil of lace or mantilla of silk, which is pinned upon -the 
head, and variously adjusted, as the taste of the wearer may 
arrange it, but never drawn closely over the face. 

As I sat on one of the only two seats, extending along 
the edge of the elevated platform on which the main altar is 
placed, with the multitude on their mats in my neighbor- 
hood, and before nne, I recalled the following redaction : — 
There are no sympathies of the human bosom more sacred 
and deeply folt than those which awake in oonnectk>n wttk 
religion. Its associations relate to all that is ttiost dear in 
the long welfore of one's self and one's friends on earth, and 
for the world in which our future being shall live for ever. 
Its associations contenoplate all that is most feeling in sorrow 
and in joy. The objects about which religion communes, 
are those which appeal to the heart and the mind, with un- 
speakable tenderness, and with a thrill of pity cmd alarm. 
The story of Jesus Christ has, also, all in it that is calculated 
to melt, to win, to console, and to excite with fear. He has 
died for us, whether we will or whether we will m^ return 
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his generous sacrifioe wkh a beoomiog gratitude and feeling 
devotion. And the alternatives of salvation or damnation^ 
are left, in the intelligent developments of the sacred tragedy 
which has presented to us the gospel plan of redemption, to 
be decided, in our own case, by the free volitions of beings who 
are told what are their tcue interests, their duty in view of 
those interests, and their allotment for eternity, as shall be 
their action in view of those interests and duty, whether fi>l- 
lowed or neglected. That nUnd, therefcte, which has con- 
templated these relations between the deathless being of man, 
and the mighty Being of the Eternal, in his right and neces- 
sary adjustments of the moral system, which relates to the 
salvation of the deathless soul, at once gives to a friend the 
feelings which Christian sensibilities, appreciating the eter- 
nal relations of the deathless soul, awaken* Deep, therefore, 
as is the throe of emotion which, at tiroes, a Christian feels 
for a friend or his kindred, it is not an extravagant emotion, 
though its modes of development sometimes may secure the 
charge of enthusiasm. Enthusiasm which is to be cen- 
sured, is that whieh gives to an object feelings beyond the 
apprapriaie sensibility which is due to it. But a fnend^s in- 
terests for another life can never secure, from another, an 
emotion beyond its due intensity. 

Perhaps this abstraction gained some tint in its coloring 
firom the circumstance that there were, within the range of 
my vision, a number whose acceptable acquaintances I had 
formed during the week I had spent in Santiago, and amcmg 
them one of more than ordinary interest for her accomplish- 
ments and personal attraction, now at her worship. Surely 
did I pray that her worship might be accepted, while my 
own mind labored also to recall a passage from the works of 
Mrs. Stickney, associated with the features of some face with 
which we have been interested. I quote it as it came to my 
memory : << The human face, the most familiar object to our 
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eyes since they first opened upon the world, may be, and 
often is, poetical. Who has not seen, amid the multitude, 
some countenance, to which he turns again with strange 
wonder and delight, assigning to it an appropriate character 
and place in scenes even the most remote from the present, 
and following up in idea the diffesent trains of thought by 
which its expression is varied and its intelligence communi- 
cated ? Yet the face may not be in itself, or strictly speak- 
ing, beautiful ^ but, like a painting or a statue, it has the 
power to awaken the most pleasing associations." 

But I proposed to delay at Santiago, only to gain this de- 
scription of the cathedral of the capital of Chili. And who- 
ever has read the descriptions lately given by Waddy Thomp- 
son, of the Cathedral at Mexico, will find its altars and 
internal decorations and arrangements, like the little less 
gorgeous altars of the Cathedral at Santiago ; and, at Mexico, 
nothing that will compare, for its effect, with the beautiful 
Santiago Canopy attached to the central altar, as in a prece- 
ding paragraph described. 

Having said adeos to the circle of brief acquaintances 
which I had formed at Santiago, I left the capital of Chili for 
its seaport town, Valparaiso, being a ride of some 90 to 100 
miles, through gigantic scenery, and over a very passable 
road. The view from the top of the first of the Cordilleras, 
at the pass of the Cu6sta del Padro, as one seeks the sea- 
board from Santiago, is characteristic of South American 
and Mexican scenery. From this, the still farther interior 
peaks of the Andes are seen to raise up their heads thousands ^ 
of feet, into the deeply blue heavens, capped in eternal snows ; 
the plains below you are rich in their green foliage of mild 
climes and forms^ characteristic of the tropics. At the mid- 
way Fonda, or an apology for a hotel, which we reached be- 
neath the starlight of the beautiful night, we were expected, 
as acquaintemoes had preceded us at an earlier part of the 
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day. The landlady of this little establishment had heard 
that I was a " Padre," she said, but would not believe rae a 
Franciscan, as I discovered to her, by my unshorn hair, that 
I had no corona or small shaven circle on the top of my head, 
after the style of the Catholic priests of the country. This 
comparatively intelligent woman of her class seemed to sup- 
pose that Protestants disbelieve all the particulars of the 
Christian system — said she thought their ideas were, that 
there is no heaven or hell — and were infidels. Thus the 
people, it would seem, have their cue from the ofEciating 
clergy <^ the country. In the morning I called on the priest, 
who lives in the church buildings adjacent to the hotel. The 
church and the hotel are the only buildings in this neighbor- 
hood ; and the miserable tinsel of the altar, and the daubs 
representing the Saviour a^d various saints, and ever and 
every where the Virgin Mary, disgust the taste of the Pro- 
testant, at least, rather than ailbrd any assistance to his feel- 
ings of devotion. Resting at Cassa Blanca during the heat 
of the day, we reached Valparaiso comfortably at early tea, 
in the evening. 



VALPABAISO— A FRIGATE GETTING UNDER. WAY. 

In Valparaiso I had spent a number of weeks, and else- 
where I have described various scenes, and spoken of vari- 
ous agreeable persons whom I met at this place. I was to 
leave in the good frigate Columbia, which had taken mo 
many a long league, in safety and comfort, thus far on a cir- 
cuit of the world. The John Adams was attached to our 
flag. All officers were on board — the cornet having recalled 
all stragglers from the shorej and the bay, in the morning, 
presented a beautiful scene. While the frigate was still at her 
rest. A still- calm reigned over the spacious basin of water 
which constitutes the harbor of Valparaiso. And there was 
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much in association connected with the scene, deeply in- 
tel'esting to the thought, as I contemplated the view around 
me, while leisurely gazing over the hammock nettings of 
tlie ship. The French frigate Andromache lay by the side of 
us^ at a distance of less than a cable's length, commanded by 
Commodore Villeneuse, nephew of the Admiral Villeneuse, 
who lost the action with Nelson at Trafalgar. 

The spot of the engagement between the Essex and ike 
itDO English ships, when Porter so heroically defended his 
vessel, was full in view ; and the scene and the evolutions of 
the action seemed to come up before the mind with the vivid- 
ness of the reality, as I gazed on the localities of the conflict. 
And Her British Majesty's naval force was now lying near# 
us, on the same waters. But the reports of the cannon of 
those who, years before, had exchanged shot as enemies, had 
'i^ now sent over these same waters, the loud report of guns, as 
complimentary salutes to each: other, as friends. 

The Chilian fleet, too, was sprinkled over the bay, with 
the dismantled prizes taken by the Chilians from Peru. 
But the more interesting object seen beyond them all, was 
the sight of the American houses, occupying their rest on the 
hill-side, like an eyrie of the lofty bird of our own republic. 
I spent an hour in sketching a view of them, as they are 
seen overlooking the exchange and city beneath, and the far- 
out ocean, on the edge of which our own ships, in full View, 
were now resting. Occasionally, a blast from French bugles 
would come softly over the water, from a guard-boat, which 
seemed to be lying near in to the shore, to offer any assist- 
ance that might be needed, and to prevent the presence of 
sharks, or other inconveniences that might disturb the Chili- 
ans or the ladies of the foreign residents, while they were 
enjoying their sea-bajths, in full but distant view of the ship- 
ping. 

It was known that our ship only waited for a breeze, 
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while the John Aduns was yet to remain a day or two 
a&er our sailing. 

The breeae came in, and ezpeeCatioa was aliya with cu- 
riosity to mark the eTolutioas of the American ship, while 
getting under way. As yet, however, not a man was seen 
aloft ; and the frigate, to a distant observer, would have ap- 
peared without an inmate oa board, i^ her rest, as if she would 
slumber on for ever, so far as any appearance of action was 
ooQcemed, within or without. But she slept not long, while 
the glasses from many a ship were pointed towards her, to 
mark the first movements which should indicate her intention 
to put to sea. The iron stanchions had already been knocked 
away at the afler hatdi-^the gratings put down— and the 
bars shif^>ed to the capstan by the carpenters. Suddenly, 
the boatswain's whistle, repeated by each of his mates, came 
with its shrill sound over the gun-deck, succeeded by the 
deep and hoarse cry, <^ All hcmds to up anchor, ahoy V* 
There was a sp^l in this cry, that woke near five hundred 
men to infant and speoifio duty, whatever may have been 
their employment or leisure for an idle, or busy moment 
before. 

Though there are associations, often, on leaving the places 
where we have formed new fri^idships,- and been vari* 
ously gratified, which awaken regret, and, it may be, very 
deep sorrow, yet the well-known sound that declares the ship 
is again about to weigh her anchor and sail for a new desti- 
nati<»i, generally comes with -a welcome to the ear, and lights 
up every countenance with gratification. 

The boatswain's cry, already given, had hardly died 
away alcmg the decks, before every officer and man were at 
their stations. 

'< Man the bars V* cried the First Lieutenant, who becomes 
the officer of the deck when <^ all hands " are called ; and 
from ^lee to four hundred men as instantly placed their 
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athletic forms to the bars of the capstan; while others 
stretched along the messenger, extending from the capstan 
to the bows of the ship and used for the purpose of heaving 
in, with the aid of the capstan to which it is attached, the 
heavy iron chain by which the frigate swings. 

" Round with the capstan— cheerily, men^— round with 
her !" again cried the First Lieutenant, while the music struck 
up a lively air, to which the men marked time with the 
tramp of their feet as they moved round with the messenger, 
which warped in the clanking chain as the iship glided easily 
ahead, obedient to the pressure of the power now affiled to 
the bars of the capstan. 

" Heave, men — heave, I say I round with her. Now 
she comes, finely — cheerily, and away with her, I say !" and 
other expressions now encouraged the tugging crew, obedi- 
ent to the encouraging vetoes of their officers and the excit- 
ing spirit of the music, as the many fathoms of the clanking 
iron came in, fathom on fathom, while the coil of the mes- 
senger was wound around the capstan, as the spider gathers 
in his silken thread, on which he has swung in the curcent 
of the breeze, either for pastime or for prey. 

The stir in the ship, and the music to which the men 
were walking around with the capstan, had already attracted 
the gaze from the neighboring ships, leaving it no longer a 
doubt that the moment had come when the Columbia was to 
move. 

" Pall the capstan !" cried the First Lieutenant through 
his trumpet, as he stood upon the horse-block, the interest of 
the scene becoming each moment more exciting ; and the 
iron cable having been wound in to a few fathoms of its per. 
pendicular to the anchor. 

The long shrill of the boatswain's whistle at this order, 
was the known token to the men to cease their pressure upcm 
the bars. The music ceased, and the tramp of feet upon the 
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deck was hushed. At this moment I looked, as I stood upon 
the arm-chest of the quarter-deck, to mark the different ships 
of the harhor. The French frigate lay but a short distance 
from our side, with a number of her officers gazing firom ther 
poop-deck, while the ^y-glass was passing from hand to 
hand. The John Adams was farther in, and astern of us. 
Her forecastle was crowded with midshipmen and forward 
officers, while her poop-dedc was covered with the lieuten- 
ants and her commander ; and from every port-hole that com- 
manded a view of our ship were seen the heads of the crew, 
breaking orders in their curiosity and interest, while they 
gazed upon their consort. I thought I could estimate their 
feelings. They knew that the eyes of the French and the 
English were upon us, and wished that the evolutions of the 
frigate might do herself credit. The E^iglish ships were farther 
in the distance, still inside of us, but in full view ; and from 
every direction the eye of nautical criticism and interest 
was awake. I confess I had caught the fever of the moment 
myself, and hoped and believed that the Columbia would do 
herself justice and credit at this moment, when her further 
movements would be in full view of so many interested 
gazers. 

" Send the men on de^ to loose sails," calmly enunciat- 
ed the First Lieutenant through hiis sounding-tube. " Man 
the top-sail sheets and halyards,'* he continued to enunciate. 
** Lay alofl, sail-loosers." 

At this last order, 250 men were seen in the rigging, 
gliding with the rapidity of wild cats up the rattlings of the 
ship to the tops, where they again paused for the further or- 
der, before they moved, rendering the scene that had just 
passed almost one of magic, while their persons were now 
hardly seen, as they stowed close and listless to the mast, un- 
like the things of life, they, a moment before, had exhibited 
themselves in their passage up the rigging. 
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" Man the boom try-sail lines — trice up— lay out and 
loose." 

This or,der was yet Hngering on the lips of the Lieutenant 
when the tops disgorged their two hundred and more men, 
as they shot themselves along the yards, and with nimble 
fingers unknotted the gaskets that confined the sails in rolls, 
compressed to their smallest possible dimensions, to the yards. 

"Are you ready with the main?" asked ^ the officer 
through his trumpet. " Are you ready with the fore ? Are 
you ready with the mizzen V 

" All ready, sir," came severally from the tops of the 
several masts, as they were hailed. 

" Let fall— sheet homer— and hoist away the top-sails !" 
was the next order, at which the canvas dropped from the 
top-sail and top-gallant yards, in unison and beauty, as if 
some sea-fowl, resting upon the water, had suddenly spread 
her wings, and fluttered for a moment, before she ,cut the 
blue air on her swifl and distant course. 

Only a moment had passed and the top-sails were sheeted 
home — the men were again upon deck — and the top-sail yards, 
as the music again was heard, were hoisted to their place, so 
as to bring the sails to their proper tension, while the top-gal- 
lant-sails hung bellying at their pleasure, till another order 
should elevate the yards from the cross-trees. 

The yards were now braced so that the head sails, contrary 
to the main and mizzen, should receive the wind and cause 
the ship to pay off to the leeward, when the anchor should be 
tripped*. The bars were again manned, and the capstan, to 
the measured time of the tramp of the men and the music 
which inspired them, moved cheerily around, until a voice 
came from the Second Lieutenant, on the forecastle : 

" The anchor is away, sir !" The ship now paid off— 
the jib halyards were manned and the sail run up, with the 
airiness of a rising kite — the head yards were braced full ; and 
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the ship now rested for a moment, until the breeze falling full 
upon the three top-sails overcame her inertia. Then soon she 
began to ripple through the water, increasing her velocity, un- 
til she moved with a slow majesty, that told her a thing of 
dignity, and life, and freedom. Thus was the Columbia now 
moving — the anchor having been fished and catted — when 
the spanker out-haul was manned, the brails cleared, and 
the spanker hauled out. A new impulse was felt, and an- 
other impetus given to her step. 

" Man the fore and main tacks and sheets — top-gallant- 
sheets and halyards — sheet home, and hoist away the top- 
gallant-sails — ^let go the rigging and haul aboard !" 

This order spread the main and lesser wings of the good 
frigate, as the two courses and the top-gallant-sails added 
their ej(panse of canvas to the breeze. 

" Loose the royals-— clear away the flying-jib. Are you 
ready, with the royals ? Let fall — clear away the down-haul 
— hoist away !" 

This order in a moment more completed the dress of white, 
in which the Columbia had so rapidly arrayed herself ; and 
every ell of canvas that had been spread gave new speed to 
her velocity, and new grace to her movement, as she bowed 
adieu to Valparaiso. She stood out on her larboard tack 
with the fleetness and the lightness of a racer ; and, in the 
distance, seemed like spme beautiful bird of the deep, that 
had spread its wings for soma far flight to the sunny isles of 
the South. 
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SECTION III. 

The passage of the Columbia from Valparaiso to CallaO) 
the sea-port town of Lima, was accomplished in eleven days. 
Peru, in its story of conquest under Pizarro, has all the ro- 
mance that characterizes the Mexican conquest under 
Cortez. Perhaps the very language of Spain, in its grandilo- 
quence and mellifluous flow, when deeds of arms and senti- 
ment are its subjects, has contributed to add a romance to 
the history of all Spain's early enterprises and viceroyalties. 
Callao has been the theatre of some of the most thrilling 
scenes, both of nature's and man's doings, that the history 
of the world can present, though now there is no interest 
associated with it only as it is connected with the past. The 
present gives us only dilapidation, poverty, dust, dirt, and 
turkey-buzzards. But the past recalls the deeds of patriot, 
ism, wild adventure, blood and carnage, famine, the sacrifice 
of life, and earthquakes that submerged cities and wrecked 
navies. 

I was on the top of one of the best houses of Callao at 
12 o'clock of the day succeeding our anchorage off the town 
and castle. The castle, situated on the point, commands -the 
town and the road which leads to the city of Lima. In the 
many revolutions of Peru, since she declared her separation 
from Spain, the castle has always been the resort for one of 
the contending parties. To reach an advancing foe, the 
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castle needs to throw its shot over the low houses of the town. 
The gentleman, on whose establishment I was promenading, 
pointed out to me the traces of several cannon balls and 
musket shot, as they, at various times, had riddled the houses, 
and stated, that on one occasion a cannon ball struck the roof 
of his building, and glancing, passed down and denK)lished the 
head of the bedstead, from which he had but a few moments 
before risen. 

While we were yet at the top of the house, commanding 
a view of the town, castle, and the shipping of the harbor, a 
flag was seen suddenly to be run up to the main-top-gallant- 
head of our frigate. It was the Peruvian standard, and the 
first gun of a complimentary salute was fired, as its folds 
opened on the air. Twenty-one guns sent their loud report 
over the bay ; and the castle opened as the cannon of the 
frigate ceased, and returned, with ap equal number of guns, 
this compliment to their national flag. 

THE CASTLE AT CALLAO. 

The castle is a regular pentagonal fortification, with em. 
brasures in the parapet of its curtains and bastions, suffi- 
cient for mounting between one and two hundred guns. 
The central area is spacious, and the fortification large 
enough, with its underground rooms, to accommodate thou- 
sands. As a stronghold, it proved its capabilities during 
the revolution which secured independence to Peru, when 
the Spanish general Rodil showed that nothing but famine 
and starvation could reduce it. 

The castle, since its surrender by Spain to the Pe- 
ruviahs, has been, alternately, in the hands oi various 
leaders of factions, professing to have the welfare of the 
country at heart, but consulting, in the greater number of 
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instances, their own private endis and aggrandiKeiltoat^ 
The South American States, it may be, are beginning to learn 
the art of self^overnmenl ; but peptainly, like Mexico, they 
have made very slow progress in their attainments of the 
legitimate advantages of republican institutions. Still, in a 
school where the power, constitutioi^ly, is in the hands of 
the people, the dullest scholars must leam, at least, to ap- 
preciate the privileges and political rights which have been 
bequ^atiied to them. And the generation now coming for- 
ward, with less predilections for the old r^ime, and better 
educated in the art of thinking for themselves, will evince, 
we trust and hope, their capabilities for retaining and §or 
availing themselves of the opportunities of free repuUican 
institutions. 

I spent most of the afternoon in Uie castle, wandering 
through its different departments, and examining, the peculi^ 
arities of its local and general arrangements. But it i^ the 
associations of the past which overwhelm and interest, 
rather than the mere measurement of olden castles, towns, 
or palaces, in their dilapidations or architectural structure, 
repair, and grandeur. Here, in this pile of stcme and mor- 
tar, there are evidences of vast works^ though not of very 
durable materials. But vast or durable as the fortificaticn 
may be, it all dwindles into brevity of durability, and is cir- 
cumscribed in its extent,, when compared with the records 
of the doings to iit4iich these works have been witness, and 
which have been recorded for imperishable history. Thou- 
sands on thousands, in the various revolutions, have perished 
here ; while earthquakes have added to the number of the 
sacrificed. There is food for romance as well as tragedy 
in the dark passes, the secret doors, the spiral staircases 
leading to different apartments (ur eut off by drawbridges, 
or aseending to the two towers whioh rise edl>ove the rest of 
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the work as places for final retreat, when other portions of 
the work may have been carried. 

The southern gate of the castle leads out towards the 
right of old Callao, which was prostrated by the earthquake 
of 1746, and where the vaulted arches of sunken churches 
are still seen, now level with the soil, and above which the 
tramp of the horse's hoof strikes its hollow sound, as the 
horseman sports qver the ruins of the city. Within- these 
arches, open at their ends, thousands of bodies -have found 
their common grave, as they have been passed out from the 
southern gate of the Castle. Here, too, the Marquis of 
Truxillo and family lie, who perished by starvation, with 
hundreds of others, .during the siege of 1625. His wealth 
was unbounded ; and once, it is said, he was the most po- 
pular Spaniard in Peru. But he adhered to the cause of his 
sovereign ; and so low were the besieged reduced for provi- 
sions, that the Marquis, it is affirmed, offered a gem of the 
value of $30,000 for a chicken. I rode over this ground of 
mingled ruins, skulls, and dismembered bones of skeletons, 
gathered in heaps, and bleaching in the hot sun, on the outer 
surface of the soil. And in greater numbers still, similar 
relics were seen reposing, with their upper tiers in full view 
of the passer by, in their place, as they have been thrown 
together into the Gothic vaults, once cathedral arches, but 
rocked by the earthquake into their «oblique position, as if in 
preparation for the entombment 

How mighty are the movements of nature ! The deeds of 
men must accumulate for centuries, to secure the emotion 
of the sublime from the contemplator of human actions, as 
he muses through the medium of antiquity. But here is 
food for the deep emotions of the bosom, c^mid all the desola- 
tion which reigns in the scenery and the mingled elements 
of this spot, as one looks abroad on the expanse around him. 
So I thought, when standing on the towers of the castle. 
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Death, famine, and battle, have moved here. Ambition and 
revenge, hope and despair, patriotism and tyranny, tears, 
bloodshed, rebellion and murder, and woman's love and suf- 
ferings and meek endurance and sacrifice ; each has had 
its tale of reality, as having been enacted within the enclo- 
sures and apartments which I now overlooked from the 
tower on which I stood. But beyond it and me, the sea — 
the incorruptible sea — still combed in to the beach, with its 
fresh and high and noisy breakers, as they dashed upon the 
shore ; and once, of a time gone by, they came in with a 
surge that laid low a proud city, with a heave 6f an earth- 
quake, and swept the city of the point — temples and dwell- 
ings, towers and castles — to a common ruin ! And a little 
way out from the main beach lay the island of San Lorenzo, 
a desolate looking elevation, five hundred feet high, now 
sleeping on the bosom-^ the sea, in its solitude and isolation, 
as if regretting its dismemberment from the main shore, to 
which, it is said, it once was united ; but now the line-of- 
battle ship finds a passage between the island and the shore 
of the main. Within a short distance. of the new town, on 
the road to Lima, and seen from the castle, is a cross, which 
marks the traditionary spot to which the sea rolled a Spanish 
man-of-war in the earthquake which prostrated, in the same 
ingulfing of the earth and sea, the city of Callao. Here, in 
1650, there were, six hundred Spanish families resident — fee- 
sides Indians, Mestizos, and slaves — four convents, and one 
house of Jesuits. But their dwellings, together with the 
castle, were submerged, as they sunk by the inheaving of the 
sea or the rocking of the earth, that received them to its 
chasms. Twenty-three ships were at anchor in the harbor, 
at the moment when the earthquake of 1746 occurred. 
Nineteen of their number were foundered as they were 
driven over the city, their anchors sweeping above the 
houses, and dragging parts of the submerged dwellings with 
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them, as they were dashed to pieces, far up on the Lima 
road. Four thousand persons perished ! 

It is the memory of such scenes, recorded in the history 
of the past, which makes one gaze, and muse as he gazes, on 
the field of land and water here before him. It matters not 
how changed is the Tiew from what once it was, or -how lit- 
tle of the past remains, in external appearances, to identify 
positi<Mis. The interest is intense, as the past is called up, 
and the cause and consequents of the catastrophes address 
the reason and the fanoy. Another hour, and the same 
scene, in part, may be re-enacted. The same gathering 
forces of the subterranean elements beneath these volcanio 
regions of this west coast of South America, may again 
burst forth to gain their outlet, and ease the pressure of the 
internal earth. But we stand unmoved in the contempla- 
tion, though the possibility of the re-occurrence comes full 
to the conviction. Such is- the habit of man. And yet no 
longer back than in 1828, one of our own frigates, lying 
where the Ccdumbia was now anchored, suddenly rolled and 
pitched, as if she had been tossed from the bosom of a placid 
bay to mid ocean, to ride upon its heaviest billows. Part of 
Callao was shaken down ; and Lima suffered in the shock 
which rendered the doors of most of the dwellings, which 
were shut, difficult to be opened, and those which were 
opened, incapable of being closed, without repair. And 
while our frigate was lying at her moorings off Valparaiso, a 
shock of an earthquake was felt, sufficiently heavy to throw 
the inhabitants of the town into a high state of commo- 
tion and alarm, many fiying to the streets ; and on board 
of ship, the sensation felt was like the jar produced by 
the veering out of fathoms on fathoms of a heavy iron 
cable. 
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LIMA. 

Lima, the capital of Peru, is some seven or nine miles 
from Callao. The dnve is over a level road, possessing but 
little interest. Formerly the road was infested by high«. 
waymen ; and life, in these South America} conntcies, would 
seem to be but slightly valued, if all or half the stories of 
the road and the revolutions are true. Indeed, tiie land has 
been a bloody one, from the coihmeneement of its oooupa-j 
tion by the Spaniards. The half-way house between Callao 
and Lima has many a legend assooialed with it in conneo* 
tion with the aaUeadores — ^gentlemen of the road — ^who deem 
themselves at liberty to take possession of the superabun- 
dance of the peaceful traveler's purse, and his clothes be* 
sides, if said traveler is presumptuous enough to complain 
of the manner of the unceremonious salutation of these 
frimk gentlemen. An officer of our ship infermed me that 
once, on shore at Callao, he saw a- person oome into town, 
aiidf as he rode up to a group of idlers, narrated to then 
the manner with which he had been maltreated by one of 
these gentlemen of firee habits, who are charaoterized for 
Impropriating what belongs to another to themselves, while 
riding in from the capital. 

*' Let us take a eanter after him,'^ said an Englishmao, 
who was among the listeners. 

'< Let us take a canter after him," added another of the 
group. 

Three orlbur horsemen, in a few moments, were mounted 
and on their way to the spot described, being only about two 
miles distant from the town, on the Lima road. When they 
had come up to the place where the robbery had beeu com# 
mitted, the highwayman sallied forth, and demanded a halt. 
The Englishman in advance put his hand beneath his pon- 
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cho, the motire- of which the sftlteadore fldispeoted, and 
tc^ther the opponents drew their pistols. The English- 
roan's shot was in aliticipation and true. The highwa3rnian 
fell dead. The party unceremoniously threw him behind 
one of the riders, and brought him into town, ader a half 
hour's absence. The body was stretched upon the pave- 
ment in Callao, withliis hands crossed upon his breeist. Tfa€ 
passers by threw medkts, or Yotk 8i2:pences at his side, that 
they might go to the priest for saying -mass for the poor 
man's soul. The incident was scarcely spoken of, so little, 
apparently^ is the saorilioe of a life here cared fer l^^the 
peq)le. 

The entrance into tlie city of Lima from Callao, is by 
the avenue Alameda de la Portada, which is lined with wik- 
lows on the near approach to this city, which, in the grandilo- 
quence of the language, and justly perhaps,- in the real 
splendor and pomp of the olden viceroy alties, is called '<tfae 
city of kings " — the city " with a thousand towers and a 
hundred gates " — " the city of the free " — and, as it was in- 
deed, the field of Pizarro's dreams, and proud success, assas- 
sination, and burial. 



THE CARNIVAL. 

The Carnival, that Bacchanalia of the Romish church, 
was passing,, on my arrival at Limit. As a consequence 
of this holiday season, many of the higher classes of the 
citizens had dispersed to different places from the capital, 
and not a few to Chorillos, a watering place of much resort 
for sea-bathing. The drive from Lima to this place is 
pleasant, and I followed thither the crowd. The place 
itself, aside of its attractions for bathing and die company, 
has little or nothhig to inte!"est the stranger. During the 
three days of the carnival, however, gamhUng is carried on 
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al this place, to an excess of excitement that keeps the play- 
ers up until the morning breaks, while the tables are sur- 
rounded from 10 o'clock in the morning throughout the day. 
There was a monte table in one part of the public piazza, 
surrounded during the day by hundreds of Limanians, who 
had lefl the city to spen^ the holidays at Chorillos. One of 
the principal priests of the capita], now at the hotel, m^^ni- 
§6sied a curiosity to learn from ati American, with whom I had 
been conversing, who I was, by ncUion and profession. I 
was pleased with his genteel appearance and his willingness 
to serve me, at the capital. But I was told he had lost liis 
money at the table yesterday, where he had been playing 
"for charity" as the term is, when the priests b^ >• and to- 
day, he had hoped to win back his purse. But it appeared, 
in the rei^ts of his risks, that his ''Ave Marias" and 
''Hail Marys'^ did not avail him ; and the charily-fimd 
was rather severely lifted^ if that is the term, in the present 
instance. 



ASH-WEDNESDAT IN LIMA. 

On my return to Lima, the scene in the city had changed. 
The closed doors were re-opened ; the business of the city 
resumed ; the streets, unlike the pestilence-stricken city in 
appearance for its desertion, as I left it a day or two before, 
now were reanimated with life by the passers by ; the public 
I>laza was filled wit^ tra^c, soldiers, and flowers ; and the 
saya y manto, the dress so entirely characteristic of Lima 
and worn nowhere else in the world, was seen abroad, as 
the senoritas were on their walks through the streets, either 
for shopping at an early hour, or for saying their matins at 
their diflferent churches. It was Ash- Wednesday ; the 
morning of the first day of Lent, a season when there is more 
than usual attentkni to churck duties^ and the firequenting of 



OF THB BVhV W^ASmOHf, OT 

• 

the eoDfessional. As it enters within my purposes of a 
few sketches in Lima, especially in connection with the 
churchy I shall here quote a hrief description of this day's 
scenes, as I have elsewhere given it, as I witnessed them in 
the peculiarities of their development, in this city of re- 
ligious ceremonials. 

" The hells were early summoning the Limanians to 
prayers. I had early risen to take a walk to several of the 
churches, as they are kept open two or three hours in the 
morning — and the great bell of the cathedral, by its peal 
above all others, generally announces the elevation of the 
Host in that church, about 9 of the clock in the morning. 

'^ As I paused hr a moment in the puertlcalle, or leu*ge 
doorway, which leads from the court of the hotel to the street, 
several females moved by in their sayas y mantosj present- 
ing masked figures, whom no one could know while they 
kept their manto over their faces, but whose graceful step in 
their walk all .would admire. 

" The SAYA Y MANTO is the dress of the LioMuiian wo- 
men in which they frequent the churches, and, in the mom- 
iiig, promeniBide the slreets. This dress is peculiar to the city 
of Lima, and, it is said, is worn in no other part of the world. 
The present fashion in the cut of the saya difiers from the 
older one, giving greater freedom to the step of the wearer, 
and not materially differing in appearance to some quilted 
silk winter dresses worn by our countrywomen. The ear- 
lier saya, however, sat tighter to the person, developing 
more strikingly the contour of the figure, and many of these 
are still worn. But it is the manto which serves efieotually 
to mask and entirely to disguise the wearer, if she chooses, 
though the least. imaginary slip of the finger will most acci- 
dentally discover the features of the masked senorita to her 
friend. The^ saya is no more nor less than a quilted silk 
petticoat of any color, which ties about the waist. The 
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manto is a plain piece of black silk, hemmed at each end. 
A card passing through the hem at one end of the manto, or 
reil of silk,' confines it to the waist of the wearer, in a gather 
at the back. The veil is then thrown up the back over the 
head, and the two comers of the loose end are so gathered 
by the hand over the face, as effectually to conceal all the 
features but one eye, which, at discretion, contemplates the 
objects which may secure its interest, as the lady masker 
passes on to the cathedral or the shop, or promenades on her 
errands of pleasure, business, or devotion. 

^' I first entered the cathedral, the finest building in the 
city. - But the nave of this spacious church was still va- 
cant as the eye extended through the long ai^es, while Sn a 
lesser building, immediately at its side and constituting a 
part of the same pile, mimbers were kneeling. I paus^but 
a moment here, as I saw several of the worshipers advance 
to Ae altar, and receive upon thdir brow the sign of a dark 
cross, drawn by the finger of the priest, dipped into a jet 
black fluid, as the emblem of the day. These dark signs I 
afterwards saw on the foreheads of many, as they suffered 
fheir mantos to lie back from their brows, whild returniog 
from their prayelr& this momirig. 

« r pursued my way to several other ^urch edifices. It 
was the third which I had entered, in which I now stood. I 
was not theii fi^tmillar with the names of the buihfkigs, but I 
believe this was the Compatda de Jesus, There was more 
shadow than u^ual in the mellowed light which held the side 
altars of this church in solemn and poetic effect ; and unlike 
the others, the priest at thiiS stood near tit& door, beside a ta- 
ble, on which rested the silver basin which co£ttained the 
dark fluid, resembling a mixture of lampblack. Here the 
priest crossed ihe worshipers as they knelt in the light of the 
door before him. I had entered— passing the priest— «nd 
was a little surprised to step so suddenly upon tiie diflbrent 
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arrangement with which I met at this church. And as I 
was advancing to ascend the side aisle, I seemed equally to 
surprise a beautiful young woman turning the comer of the 
buttress of a heavy arch, with her manto thrown from her 
face, and the light from the door falling full upon her fea» 
tures as she appeared on her way to depart. There were 
but a few persons kneeling in the neighborhood at the first 
altar near to the door. I paused as the beautiful senorita 
passed, and stood uncovered, with an irresistible curiosity to 
see if she would kneel at the table, and receive the cross 
upon her pure brow. She evidently had been a little sur^ 
prised at first by recognizing a stranger, and next at the 
memory that her manto discovered fully her features ; but 
she as suddenly smiled and recovered herself, as she stepped 
with a foot of air inimitably light, to the confessional, at 
which an elderly woman was sitting, and whispered her a 
few words, with her manto still discovering a &ce more beau- 
tiful than before I had met with in Lima or Chorillos. Her 
hair was a blond — her eye a dark blue — and her complexion 
that of a lily. She knew that she was beautiful. No wo- 
man with such a face and with such a smile could be igno- 
rant of such possessions. She paused but a moment — already 
a piece of mingled surprise and a slight affectation— when 
she stepped from tllie. confessional towards the door. That 
step was purely Limanian, though more airy than others, as 
her form was more sylph-like than most of her sisters. She 
paused — turned with the precision and the ease of a double 
step in the waltz, and knelt with her face towards myself. 
A sunbeam fell upon her brow, so purely white — her eyes 
turned gently upwards — ^the smile of complacency had not 
yet left her slightly curled lips — and the man of God put the 
emblem of the cross upon a brow, than which nothing could 
be more fair — ^blending in with features, than which nothing 
could be more innocent and sweet, if aught could be more 

5 
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classical than was hers. She rose, gathered the manto with 
her beautiful hand over her face, turned towards the door, 
and was gone. 

I stepped forward a few paces and leaned in the shadow, 
against the heavy base of a pillar, and for a moment listened 
to another priest, who was repeating the mass at the only 
lighted altar in the church, by the door. Another moment, 
and I left this for another church in the neighborhood, 
where I found a large number collected before difierent 
side altars, with officiating priests at each, while a body of 
clerigos and canonigos were celebrating high mass, in th^ 
central nave of the church. There were, apparently, forty 
or fifty of these tonsured personages, whose full voices filled 
the surrounding arches of the spacious house. But every 
now and then the full-toned organ would join in thexhant, 
or swell alone in strains of worship. I moved up the central 
nave, near to the balustrade of the chancel, at the farther end 
of the church, on the right hand of which a temporary figure 
of the Saviour had been elevated upon a square altar, repre- 
senting him in sadness and sorrow. Before this bent figure 
a carpet had been spread, of a few square feet in extent, 
where the worshipers knelt, singly or in groups. I occu^ 
pied a seat at this position during the continuance of the 
service, at the close of which the priests advanced in double 
file to the chancel, from the further end of the church. 
They knelt, according to their standing in precedence in 
office, and were crossed, as I had seen others, with a 
black cross. But the cross, instead of being placed upon 
the brow, was traced upon the crown of their head, or 
the small circular and bare spot, which all Catholic priests 
abroad have shaven on the top of the head, called the ton- 
sure. When the priests had received the emblem, the 
crowd promiscuously advanced to the chancel, and the cross- 
ing continued, until the dark sign had been imprinted on 
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many brows. I advanced to one side of the chancel and 
witnessed the scene, as the women threw back their mantos, 
now discovering the face of a matron, who received the em- 
blem with gravity*; now a younger and smiling countenance, 
and of greater gentility of mien and person ; and now a bru- 
nette, a bronze, a black ; the last, apparently, constituting 
the vast majority, while many crowded here, and not a few 
smiled as they were huddling together around the chancel, 
exhibiting a very peculiar scene, as four or five priests con- 
tinued their services, in drawing with expedition the dark 
emblem upon the brows of the advancing and receding mass. 
It seemed rather a holiday scene than one of peculiar solem- 
nity, connected with a day of mourning. Some children 
also received the cross, but scarcely a male adult except the 
priests was there. I know not the intention of the ceremony, 
but suppose it emblematical of the " ashes and sackcloth" of 
other times. And as I marked the multitude here, and the 
passers-by in the streets as I returned to the hotel, I was 
forcibly carried back to the Hindoo, the Bramin, the Banyan, 
and the Gentoo, 6is I had seen them in the East, who draw 
their various marks of various colors upon the brow, when 
they pay their visits to their temples." 

THE PALACE OF. THE VICEROYS. 

At one o'clock I visited the palace. Here and at the 
cathedral, more than any where else, perhaps, do the associ- 
ations connected with the history of Peru and its conquest 
work upon the imagination. The name of Pizarro — how is 
it interwoven with all the early story of Peru ; and how it 
absorbs all other names ! Though his memory wakes no as- 
sociation of interest, so far as considerations of kindness to- 
wards his person are concerned, yet it is Pizarro, first, midst, 
and last, as one sits or strolls amid the scenes where his feet 
trod, where his ambitious spirit swelled, where his sword 
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bathed itself in the bosoms of the rightful possessors of the 
soil, and where he founded an empire cemented in blood, 
perpetuated by superstition and arms ; while his spirit swelled 
with' an unchristian thirst for the white and yellow ore, ag- 
grandizement, and power. 

The valley of the Rimac having been decided upon as 
the place where the capital of the new empire should be lo- 
cated, after several other spots had been successively desig- 
nated, tried and abandoned as inconvenient and unsuitable, 
Pizarro here traced out the position for the palace and the 
cathedral ; the palace to be located on the north, and the 
cathedral on the east side of the Plaza. Men can see but a 
short way into their destiny of earth. And it is hardly pro- 
bable that Pizarro then dreamed, as he fixed the spot of these 
two buildings, and was carrying on his thoughts to the pro- 
bable glory of " The City of Kings," (as the proud title 
which he gave to the newly located capital signifies,) that 
the one building should be the scene of his assassination, the 
other his mausoleum. Yet so the one was, so the other is. 
And his violent death has a better moral in it than many 
tragedies give us. 

The palace occupies nearly a whole square. It has 
within its outer walls several courts, and a garden with cor- 
ridors ranging around the different courts and garden. The 
building is low, and its spaciousness, if any thing about it 
can do so, constitutes its claim to distinction as a once vice- 
regal, and now presidential residence. There are many 
other piles of buildings, however, in Lima, that have a better 
claim to magnificence than the palace of Pizarro. But here 
the conqueror of Peru was himself conquered ; and. the mur- 
derer of the rightful inheritor of the domain was himself 
murdered. 

In the civil dissensions between Pizarro and one of his 
generals and co-ad venturer, the two parties, adhering each 
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fo its own leader, met at the south of Lima. The fortunes 
of Pizarro triumphed. Alraagro was taken prisoner in 
Cuzco ; and though petitioning for his life, on the plea that 
he had never sacrificed any of the friends of Pizarro, he yet 
was hung and beheaded, under the direction of the brother 
of the conqueror, and by the secret instructions of Pizarro. 
Almagro left a son by the name of Don Di^go, whose mother 
was an Indian woman. He, with his adherents at Lima, 
plotted the death of Pizarro ; and with Juan de Rada at their 
head, they entered the palace on Sunday, the 26th of June, 
* 1541, at mid day, crying as they passed through the plaza, 
" Viva el rey-^mueran tiranos ;" Long live the king — perish 
tyrants! Pizarro was surrounded by a number of his 
friends at the time, who were aroused by the entrance of a 
servant, crying " Al arma, al arma, que todos los de Chile 
vienen d matar al Marques mi Seior."-^— To arms, to arms, 
for all of those of Chile are coming to kill my lord the Mar- 
quis. The party with the Marquis hastened below, from the 
hall in which they were sitting, to the foot of the stairs, 
which commanded a view of the two front courts, which 
the assassins had already gained. Pizarro and his friends 
immediately retreated to the hall again. While he was 
arming hin^self in the inner room, several of his party 
escaped through the windows to his garden, leaving but a 
few faithful adherents to the Marquis. The hall door was 
carried by the insurgents, and the head of Francisco de 
Chaves, who was ordered to hold the door, was severed by 
the conspirators, as his body rolled down the steps. Pizarro 
and his maternal brother, Martinez de Alcantara, with two 
pages, defended themselves in cm interior room, Pizarro 
wounding several of the conspirators ; but at length receiv- 
ing a thrust through the throat, he fell, calling upon the 
name of Jesus Christ, and signing with his fingers a cross 
upon ikefiooTf he kissed it and expired. 
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It was with these associations I visited the palace; 
passed through the two courts, and ascended to the hall by 
the flight of steps, down which rolled the bloody body of de 
Chaves. A small passage leads from the sala to the inner 
rooms, where ended the ambitious breathings of the adven- 
turous, and, if history be true, the vindicti$)e and the cruel 
Fizarro! 

THE CATHEDRAL AT LIMA — VAULT AND BONES OF PIZAllRO. 

I had several times passed through the cathedral. This 
morning, previous to my visit to the palace, I had been ap- 
proached by a young padre, who politely offered to guide 
me through the edifice. Excusing myself .from inspecting 
the altars at the moment, I expressed a desire to enter the 
vault said to contain the remains of Pizarro. He specified 
an hour when he would accompany me, after he should have 
obtained the keys of the vault. I had already exceeded the 
hour in my rambles through the palace, and on my reaching 
the cathedral at a later moment than I had intended, I found 
its doors closed. But a person soon met me, who had been 
directed by the young priest, in case I should present myself, 
to accompany me to the vault. For a moment we stood 
within the sombre shades and solitude and silence of the 
immense building, when the heavy door of the cathedral had 
closed on its brazen hinges. More than twenty altars lined 
the two sides of the building, which slept now in their own 
still deeper shades, thrown by the heavy bars that enclosed 
these altars in by themselves, at the side, from the aisles, pre- 
senting, as it were, so many separate and exclusive chapels, 
all within the main building, the extent of which is three hun- 
dred and twenty feet deep, by one hundred and eighty-six feet 
in width. And in these shaded recesses, each containing its 
high altar, there stood in their sacred niches, one thousand im- 
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ages, perhaps more; saints of every age, the Apostles, 
cherubs, angels, the Saviour, the holy family, and canonized 
santas; some arrayed in gaudy tinsel, some exhibiting the 
Saviour crowned with thorns and pierced with spear ; but 
here they were, at this moment, in all their silence, and 
shade, and solemnity. The lightest step upon the tiled 
pavement of the building, could be heard throughout the 
massive pile ; and a single whisper echoed distinctly its low 
murmur, ^m the farthest comer of the walls and the 
highest curve of the ceiling. • ' 

We walked from the great altar down the central nave 
of the building. This central area is inwalled by the heavy 
balustrade, on either side of an elevated platform, at the 
head of which stands the main altar ; at the foot, the spa. 
cious and cumbrous orchestra. Descending the steps from 
this platform to one of the side aisles, and turning to a door 
that q)ened beneath this terrace, on which high mass is cele- 
brated, the guide j^aced his heavy key to the lock, and the 
vault door grated on its iron and rusty hinges, as it opened 
inward to the chamber which leads to the recess containing 
the relics of Pizarro. The rays of a lighted taper, which 
the guide bora in his hand, struggled to overcome the thick 
darkness, that seemed here so long to have reigned that the 
shades had condensed to a materiality of blackness, which 
could be felt as we entered among them. Slowly, we de- 
scended several steps, which brought us to the ground floor 
of a room, on one side of which there seemed to be closed 
vaults of comparatively modern construction, whose en- 
trances were sealed with brick and mortar, evenly with 
the wall. From the opposite side of this dark room — which 
was filled with the rubbish of ages past, such as pieces of 
old columns, capitals, olden altars and their various orna- 
ments and useless lumber — leads a low passage which ends 
in a yet inner room^ lined on three sides with two tiers, of 
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boxes, three high. The outer edges of some of these boxes 
had fallen in, discovering' enclosed skeletons, crumbling 
slowly but to final decay. Having examined several of these 
on the right, the guide directed me to pass to the opposite 
side, pointing out several loose boards in the centre of the 
floor, which he cautioned me to avoid. I did not inquire 
the secret of the deep and dark well these loose boards cov- 
ered, as I well knew that it was the chamel house fer the 
bones of hundreds, for whose souls the masses*— how many 
masses ? — have been offered up from the altars which were 
above us, that their spirits might ascend from purgatory to a 
happier region. The guide now followed me^ and holding 
low down his taper to a crumbling box, occupying the far- 
ther side of the wall, ^ Esto, Senor,'' he said, " esto es el 
cu^rpo de Pizarro *' — This, sir, is the body of Pizarro. The 
edges of the box were broken, the top gone, and wiUiin, were 
exposed the dusky and crumbling skeleton, said to be the re- 
maining bones of the conqueror of Peru. The flesh had 
wasted quite, the skull was naked, and showing that it |iad 
once been inhabited by a spirit of some yeais' tarry upon 
earth, as only a few teeth remained in the jaw, while the 
alveola process, save in two or three spots, was absorbed. 
His skeleton hands lay cross^ upon his breast, exhibiting 
the bones of a small hand ; his feet corresponding in size. 
Quicklime covered parts of the body. It had hardened into 
white lumps and was dry. Such is the arid property of the 
atmosphere here, that all fluids are soon evaporated, and no 
moisture remains in the deepest cells. To this circumstance 
is to be attributed the long preservation of the relics of the 
departed. Now, it is three hundred years and a few over, 
mnce Pizarro fell. Part of a dingy linen shroud still 
wrapped portions of the relics, and a knotted button clasped 
a worked wristband with lace around the ulna bone of the 
skeleton. It was a dark place — that depository of the olden 
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dead ; and the unlabeled boxes bore the dust of centuries upon 
their crumbling slabs. I now held in my hand a small relio 
from the shroud of Pizarro, which lay loose in the skeleton 
box, and was returning oyer the planks that covered the 
well in the centre of this low and narrow room. The guide, 
following my steps, trod on some rolling block, which canted 
him s^ainst the walL The taper, affixed for the temporary 
purpose to a small bit of wood, went suddenly out, as the 
hand of the guide brushed against a buttress, which sup- 
ports the terrace above, and we were left in utter darkness. 
No ray from crevice or crack penetrated the shades of the 
vault. But we were already in the narrow passage, which 
formed the only outlet from the vault to the lumbered room, 
into which we* first had entered. My guide had become too 
familiar with the relics of the dead to be alarmed at our situ-- 
ation^ while we carefully and safely groped our way to the 
door. We passed out from the dark and silent vault, by a 
flight of six or seven steps, to the side aisle of the church. 
Again the guide closed the door on its grating hinges, and 
turned the key upon that dark and silent repository of the 
dead. 

On re-entering the aisles of the cathedral from its re- 
cesses beneath the building, I walked rapidly through the 
different parts o£ the edifice. Many of the altars possess 
merit in their construction, and interest for their decorations. 
The large altar, at one period of the viceroy a' ty, when the 
wealth of the church was almost beyond a count, must have 
presented a rich display of plate. One pair of the candle- 
sticks appropriated by the revolutionists, in their wars and 
party dissensions, which have diminished the wealth of the 
establishment, and marred the beauty, and, in some instances, 
entirely destroyed the church edifices, it is said, weighed the 
equivalent of $12,000. All the plate which remains is tar- 
nished, old, and neglected. A silver altar at the entrance of 

6* 
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the cathedral from the plaza, dedicated to Nu^stra Senora 
de la Antigua, is a specimen, exhibiting more the appearance 
of bronze sheathing than sheets of silver. A tablet of this 
altar encourages the devotees, who bend at it in worship, to 
hope for " all graces, indulgences, and years of pardon," to 
be applied for the relieving, of the ^blessed souls in purga- 
tory." " And it being morally impossible," as the further Ian- 
guage of the tablet is, " to specify the number of these indul- 
gences, let it be sufficient to say, that this concession is 
the most ample of those, by which the. church can bestow 
upon us its treasures for said purpose — ^the relief of the 
Uessed souls in purgatory.* 

THE GREAT ALTAR AND CHOIR. 

The great altar is inferior in taste, richness, and neatness, 
to the altar major in the cathedral at Santiago. The ceiling 
of the building at Lima is richer, though the internal effect 
of the spacious edifice is much injured by the lumbering up 
of the nave by the altar of our Lady de la Antigua and the 
choir — though the choir in itself is a specimen of cedar 
carved work worthy of the richest building which it could 
adorn. It contains a hundred carved chairs, with the half 
figure of a saint, in relievo, on the back of each, with other 
ornaments of flowers, saints, and cherubs, in a style massive 
and rich. The ^carved work of this choir facing the great 
altar, and which has the same level with the altar, is said 
to have cost $30,000, an estimate probably not too high for 
the labor and the beauty of the work. 

* "y siendo moral mente impossible especlficar el numero de 
estas yndulgencias, baste decir que esta concesion es de las mas amplias 
conque la yglesia puede franquearnos sus tesoros para elabio de las Ben- 
ditas Almas del Purgatorio.'* 
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THE DEAD-HOUSE. 

In the abutment part of one of the steeples of this 
building, which fronts the plaza, is a small apartment with 
a low, narrow door. Here, in a triangular box, painted black, 
and wide enough for a person to be placed in it on his back, 
with his face upwards, are exposed from time to time such 
persons as meet their deaths by assassination, murder, or 
unknown causes, that the bodies may be recognized and re* 
claimed by their kindred or friends. As I passed the cathe- 
dral, on an early walk this morning, a body lay there thus 
exposed. His shirt was bloody, and his dress clotted with 
gore. He had been murdered in some broil during the 
night, as a wound through the throat by a knife declared. 
It was a horrible sight, and the impression it made on me, I 
could not dislodge from my thoughts during the rest of the day. 
1 repassed the spot, as my guide now opened the northern 
door of the cathedral, and I descended the terrace on which 
the noble pile is raised. 

At half past three, I dined with the American Consul, 
and met several gentlemen at his table, but excused myself 
as early as practicable, for a later dinner with an English 
gentleman, whose courtesies had been pressed with kindness 
and attention. 



CONVENT OF SAN FBANCISCO VIEW OF THE CITY OF LIMA 

FROM ITS STEEPLE. 

Having another day to spend in Lima, I walked the next 
morning, before the hour for breakfast, to the church of the 
Convent of San Francisco, desiring to take a view of the 
city from its steeple, and also to mark the spaciousness of 
the area, which the convent buildings cover. The services 
were already being recited in the church, as I entered the 
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magnificent building, which still retains much of its olden 
splendor. The spacious tiave and side aisles, and arched 
and ribbed ceilings, unbroken and unencumbered by central 
altars and floor choir, as in the cathedral, made this building 
surpass that heavier pile, for its imposing effect of uninter- 
rupted space. The choir in San Francisco occupies a cross 
gallery at the end of the church, opposite the great altar. 
I passed from the church into the cloister-grounds, and walked 
along a garden court, on each side of which extended a 
gorgeous corridor of columns and arches. The area of the 
court was ornamented with shrubs and trees, embowering a 
living fountain of water, which spouts out its refreshing and 
babbling streams. 

By a double flight of steps, I ascended to the upper cor- 
ridor, the wall side of the passage-way being lined with 
large paintings of various subjects. Trusting to my own 
guidance for reaching the steeple, I passed along the range 
of the long corridor, and, near its junction with the church 
edifice, entered a small square room, from which were two 
outlets. I tried the door, which I presumed opened on the 
staircase. But it was locked. As I retraced my steps 
along the corridor, a young Franciscan was pacing the long 
range of the gallery, reciting, from his book, his matins. I 
made known my wish, and he accompanying me to the 
passage, which I had already explored. I was a second 
tkne disappointed, the door .being locked. But as we 
returned, another brother advanced across the corri- 
dor, with a key in his hand, clad in the gray garb of his 
order. Learning my wishes, he returned with me to the 
same pass which I had before tried, but instead of taking 
the narrow door, leading to the north steeple, he shoved back 
a heavy folding door, leading in another direction, and with 
a noise that resounded loud through the vacant rooms, to 
which it opened. We advanced along several halls, until 



OF THE GULF SqUADAON. 101 

we entered the choir of the church. The young friar's fin- 
ger was now placed on his lips, as we paused a moment in 
this labyrinth of seats, carved in cedar, and rivaling, in 
their richness and beauty, the cedar choir of the cathedral. 
The large altar at the far end of the church, now be£>re us, 
was lighted up, the priests were chanting the mass, and the 
worshipers were kneeling in different parts of the spacious 
area below, like so many specks, as seen in the distant per- 
spective of the long and lofty building. It was a highly 
poetic and impressive scene, as I then witnessed it — being 
myself three hundred feet distiuit from the altar, in the shades 
of the choir gallery, and as the low murmur of the voice of 
the officiating priest came to the ear, or a strain from a sub- 
dued organ, occupying a distant side niche, floated, like some 
symphony from unearthly spirits, along the vaulted ceilings 
and arched recesses of the building. We passed on, and 
were soon in the winding maze of the staircase, leading up 
the tower of the steeple. Reaching the level of the flat roof 
of the church, we sallied forth through an opening, to the 
top of the building, and crossed from the south to the north 
steeple, up which we now ascended to its highest balustrade. 
The view now before us was worth more than its cost, 
from the labor of the dark and dusty passage by which we 
had ascended. The city was spread at our feet. The river 
Rimac was washing the northern walls of the monastery, 
and watering the beautiful green valley through which it 
tumbled on its chafed way, at the west and east. The Ala- 
m6das, with their double lines of willows in their diflerent 
directions, stretched out their ranges of mellowing foliage. 
The hundred steeples of churches, monasteries, and nun- 
neries, and houses of charity, secular and religious, with their 
heavy piles and spacious enclosures of courts and corridors 
and dormitories, everywhere, spread out their huge propor- 
tions, through the city. San Christoval, with its diminutive 
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cross upon it, and Amanceas, raise high their neighboring 
peaks. In the distance to the west, is Callao, the shipping, 
the barren island of San Lorenzo ; and far out beyond 
them all, and bounding the horizon, stretches the plane of 
the ocean. 

We descended the steeple, passing its heavy bells ; and 
in one instance, by accident, I seized the hide cord attached 
to the tongue of one of these deep- toned and noisy-mouthed 
antiques, which struck the bell, and it gave forth its 
heavy cadence, to our sudden surprise. But it awakened no 
further alarm. As we re-crossed the roof, and descended the 
passage way of the south steeple, we again paused, as we 
were crossing the gallery of the choir. The tapers were 
still burning at the great altar, and other worshipers were 
kneeling at the different shrines in the dim distance. We 
passed on, and were soon again in the corridors, which sur- 
round the first court of the monastery. 

I had before wandered through the other courts of this 
mass of buildings, covering nearly itoo squares of ground on 
the plan of the city, with its spacious accommodations and 
ornamental areas, where hundreds of friars once dwelt ; but 
now their numbers are diminished, and> their wealth, like 
their noble pile, has waned to decay. One almpst wishes, as 
he looks on the dry fountain, and the broken pillar, and the 
falling arch, that the glory of former days could have been 
perpetual, though he believes, as he stands amid these massive 
piles, that he has before him the evidence of the reign of 
niental slavery and superstition, which alone could have ori. 
ginated and constructed the peculiar monuments around him. 
Their crumbling walls, in their downfall and decay, indicate 
the advance of freer thinking, and the introduction of ele- 
ments into the religious, political, and domestic economy, 
which shall finally, however slowly, produce in their combji. 
nation a better, a freer, and a stronger people. 
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The young friar who accompanied me, had his feet en- 
cased in a pair of leather shoes, contrary to his vows of po- 
verty and the usual custom of this order of wearing sandals 
or g<nng barefoot. I intended to chide the young Franciscan, 
but it escaped my mind, as he smiled in kindness at our 
parting, while I dropped an accepted piece of silver into his 
extended hand. 



SANTO DOMINGO. LIMA, FROM SANTO DOMINGo's SPIRE. 

I continued my morning walk, and entered the monas- 
tery of Santo Domingo. The steeple of the xshurch attached 
to this convent, is said to be the highest tower in the city. It 
thus appears, to be» The church, like all the churches at- 
tached to the monasteries, occupies one comer of the square, 
which the convent walls generally enclose. I found a ready 
guide to conduct me to the elevated tower, and from it a still 
better view of the town was presented than from San Fran- 
cisco. On the north was the river Rimac, whose waters 
washed one side of the grounds of the monastery, which 
spread out ovel" nearly two squares of ground in length and 
breadth. Still beyond the Rimac, lay the part of Lima over 
the river, and which is connected with the city proper by a 
noble stone bridge, beneath which, at this moment, the rapid 
stream is tumbling, in foam and noise, as it bears down its 
current the rounded pebbles, which, in the dryer season, 
present fields of hard and rounded masses, which have 
crumbled from the granite mountains, and been borne down 
the current of the mountain streams. At the west is the 
lesser portion of the city y but thither, as the eye looks to- 
ward the sea in the distance, it passes over the towers of 
Santa Rosa Convent, and more than a dozen other religious 
establishments. On the south and east, lies the principal 
part of the city ; and as you look abroad from the height of 
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Santo Domingo, your eye tires in counting the steeples, and 
the mind tires in remembering the names of the monasteries, 
convents, hospitals, and brotherhoods, to which they belong. 
The cathedral is in full and near view. San Augustin, la 
Merced, Compania de Jesus, la Encarnacion, la Concepcion, 
San Thomas CoUegio, Santa Clara Monast^rio, Descalsas el 
Carmen, San Pedro, and many other religious houses, the 
names of some few of which are here introduced, to show 
the vast extent of ground which these buildings occupy, 
when it is known that each has appropriated to it, on an 
average, a whole square in the plan of the city. In4he pre- 
sent century, one-tUrd of the property of Lima, it is said, has 
belonged to the church and charitable instituticms. 

As I crossed the roof of this building, in my descent from 
the steeple, my guide several times cautioned me where to 
step, as the top of the edifice, in many places, had given way, 
so as to present the ceiling bare ; and at one point of the 
sky-light I looked down to the central nave, where the 
priests were yet reciting mass, and here and there a wor- 
shiper was seen entering or departing from the church. 

This convent, like the rest in the city, has its several 
courts and corridors, with columns and arches in uniform 
style surrounding them, on which the doors of the dormito- 
ries for the friars open. The lower walls of the long cor- 
ridors are hung around with one continuous line of paint- 
ings, containing the storied deeds and genealogy of the sednt 
to whom the building is dedicated, or other scenes of Scrip- 
ture history. 

I passed several of the friars, after I had left the cloister 
grounds and advanced through the church, standing in the 
gateway or portal of the building, in their white robes, 
lounging' at their leisure, and gazing upon the passers by. 
A few moments before I left the church, a flourish of trum- 
pets and bugles sounded through the cloister; and the 
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tramp of a military compaDy, with measured step, was 
heard, as they passed from the inner oourt through the outer 
building of the church. They were neatly attired, and, I 
suppose, had been to attend mass at some one of the private 
chapels. 



SAN PEDRO. 

San Pedro was the last of the monasteries which I visit- 
ed. The whole establishment has a better air about it than 
any other one through which I passed. There was less 
dust, and decay, smd desolation, though it is said the estab- 
lu^ment was never so rich as several others already men- 
tioned. Its buildings are spacious, covering a whole square. 
The church is situated on the corner of the rectangle, and 
the cloister, with its courts, gardens, founts, corridors, and 
buildings, occupy the rest of the grounds. On entering the 
church, at the left, is an altar, containing the remains of 
some saint within a glass case, laid out in a cap, and occu- 
pying a bed, the personage being covered, with the excep- 
tion of the face. On a previous occasion, when I had hap- 
pened in at the same door, I was amused in hearing a party 
of three or four women, discussing the point as to ^^ nunu 
her of persons that occupied the glass case. It seemed to be 
the prevalent opinion that there were two. They appealed 
to me to settle the point, but in the shade of this corner of 
the building, and the position of the covering, I could not 
decide. Directly on the left of this glass case, stands 
an elevated block, upon which a figure of the Saviour in- 
clines in an oblique position. His left hand is elevated so 
as to present the palm fully to view, while the other is lower, 
presenting the fingers in a horisM)ntal attitude. He is 
crowned with thorns ; his countenance indicates the greatest 
sorrow, distress, and desertion. A cord is thrown around 



106 THE BROAD PENNANT 

his neck, and hangs pendent to the floor. The eye cannot 
rest upon the finger without having the' sympathies awaken- 
ed ; and they might be welcome emotions, did not the disa- 
greeable effect of a painted statue, always an outrage on 
correct taste, blend with the feelings of the heart, as one 
contemplates the sadness and loneliness of Him, who, in his 
deepest sorrow, was forsaken of man and God. I stood in 
the neighborhood of this figure, as I saw many descend the 
long nave of the church. They paused, and crossed them- 
selves in holy water, in front of the sorrowful statue, and 
then taking the cord, which hung, with a noose, over the 
neck of the statue, into their hands, they kissed the tassel at 
its end and touched it to their forehead, cheeks, chin, and 
breast. Then they placed their finger on the fqre-finger of 
the right hand of the statue ; and, if tall enough, laid the 
point of their fore-finger into the palm of the Saviour's left 
hand. Perhaps they paused a moment in thought or not, 
and then left the church. The cord, the finger, and the 
palm of the left hand of the statue, are darkened by the 
many impressions that have been made upon them by — by how 
many hands and lips ! 

I left the church and entered a side chapel, which, being 
entirely free of altars, save a central one at the end, pre- 
sented a spacious area. The arches were sprung at right 
angles from heavy buttresses, showing the greater ef- 
fect of uninterrupted naves in spacious churches. Two 
inner roonjs, behind the altar, were covered literally, sides 
and X5eilings, with paintings, in better coloring and preserva- 
tion than I had elsewhere seen. The exposure of the 
paintings around the open walls of the courts within the 
corridors in the different monasteries, is conducive to hasten 
th^ fading of their colors — a circumstance that every mon- 
astery in the city illustrates. The rays of the hot sun, if 
they shine not immediately upon the pictures, by reflection. 
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must injure them. But few of these paintings are master- 
pieces, and they possess but little merit. These of San 
Pedro, of brighter colors, and preserved by their shaded 
positicu), are yet only tolerable,, the best of them. But the 
astonishment one feels when contemplating them, arises from 
their number and size. The labor spent upon them must 
have been immense^ and, doubtless, by the best artists the 
church could obtain. 

From this inner chapel, a small red door communicated 
-with the cloister. A grating, of a foot square, serves as a 
speaking communication. I advanced towards this door, 
and soon, the thumbing of a key within assured me that I 
had gained the object of my wish, and another moment, I 
entered the inner apartments of the cloister. The first 
court contains a small area of shrubbery ; and a double cor- 
ridor, with pillars and arches, surrounds each side of the 
spacious court. From the galleries are the entrances to the 
apartments of the friars. The first court communicates 
with a second ;. the second, with a third ; a third, with a 
fourth, and the corridors above lead into these, by one continu- 
ous range of galleries, along the inner courts of the build- 
ings. I roamed through this massive pile-— thought of the 
days that were, when life, and stir,' and numbers, filled and 
traversed these passages, galleries, and dormitories, and 
lounged about the founts and gardens, and when the flowers 
bloomed fresher, ai^d the shrubs looked greener, but where 
solitude, and decay, and dust, and silence now seemed to 
reign, save, every now and then, I iieard the tones of the 
organ still come, as if the sound lived and yet lived not, from 
the distant church of the cloister, telling me that I was wan- 
.dering within the enclosures of a holy order. And his 
imagination, who has indulged his young days in the perusal 
of romance of the olden times and countries, needs not the 
assistance of creative powers, to call up visions from the 
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shades of the past ; they come unbidden ; they entrance, as 
the mind muses almost to the losing the recollection of its 
own identity, until the echo of his own step recalls him to 
a renewed consciousness of the locality where he is moving, 
and that he is not of the place, ot of the number of the 
premises, along whose secluded enclosures he is ranging. 



THE INQUISITION. 

There was another pile of building which I visited, at a 
later hour of the day. Once, -its name carried terror and 
subroission, in its enunciation. "La Inquisicio !" what 
emotions — what fears — what suppressed agitations and sor- 
rows, has that sound awakened. The remains of the Inqui- 
sition occupy the third square, in the rear of the cathedral. 
It is now devoted to various purposes. Its cells hold the 
culprits of the state, and its judgment hall, or reception 
chamber, having the appearance of a small chapel, is con- 
verted into a house of trade. We were politely conducted 
through the building. The grated door being opened, we enter- 
ed the apartment of the cells, which are so constructed, that 
no two doors open into the same passage. They are dark, 
ten or twelve feet square, and so arranged as to fill up a quad- 
rangle ; the different passages among the cells, intersecting 
each other at right angles, and correspondingvin their distances 
to the width of the cells. As the grated door closed upon 
us, afler we had been admitted into the rectangle of the cells, 
the common felons, frightful enough in their appearance, 
while we were unarmed, crowded toward us, but soon 
opened a way, in the narrow passage. In a moment, several 
voices were heard crying out, " Samuel !" " Swnuel !" and 
soon, a tall and good looking mulatto man came up to me, and 
said, in a respectful tone and with an American accent, 
" They are confining me here, sir^ for no crime, and to- 



OF THB GULF SQUADRON. 109 

morrow, they are going to send me away, somewhere, with 
many others." 

" Indeed," I replied, " and where are you from — ^your 
name — and why here ?" 

" The Consul will take care of all that," said my com- 
panion, before the answer came, who seemed to be catching 
the apprehensions which the olden associations of the place 
might justly awaken, in connection with the scene before us 
almost in keeping with those olden associations. 

" The Consul will know nothing about it," continued the 
man in a submissive accent, " for they take us to-morrow, 
early." 

I felt at the moment that there might be some delicacy in 
holding the parley with the prisoner, as hit associates in con- 
finement were gathered around us ; and my attention being 
called to some other object, I passed on, excusing myself with 
the purpose of mentioning the man's case to the Consul, whom 
I expected to see during the day. 

Several niches in one of the principal rooms, discolored 
with smoke, were pointed out to us as the spots of former fix- 
tures, where the victims of the institution, sufiered their tor- 
tures. I did not entertain the idea. I entered one dungeon, 
however, beneath the elevated platfcMrm in the judgment hall, 
which was dark, the floor flagged, and no light penetrated the 
solitary and silent apartment. It was entered by a descent 
of several stone steps deep, and by something of a trap-door, 
and presented a fit place of solitary confinement, for inspiring 
alarm and terror. Was it the first quarters awarded to the 
unfortunate, on. whom suspicion had fallen or on whom ex- 
tortion was to be practiced ? 

I would not wish to awaken unnecessary suspicion in the 
minds of my countrymen, in connection with the Roman 
Catholic system of religion ; nor would I willingly hurt the 
feelings of any one connected with that persuasion, or shock 
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the taste of any reader by the introduction of extravagant 
narratives, that lie in the scenes of the past. But I have 
seen enough in foreign countries to assure me that the Ro- 
mish system there, is different from the practices of the Ro- 
man Catholic church in the United States. And yet I have 
seen enough of this system in the United States to assure me 
that the tendencies of the system of that church, everywhere, 
is to illiberality— exclusiveness — superstition — ignorance- 
folly. It is Protestantism that- makes the Catholic church of 
the United States, which yet adheres to the Hierarchy of 
Rome, different from the Romish church itself. If the Ro- 
man Catholic church had the majority in this country, and 
its religion prevaOed as universally among the people of the 
United States as it does in some other countries, most assu- 
redly do I believe that the same ilUheroHtyj exclusiveness, 
superstition, ceremonyy and corrujptiony would also co-exist 
with that institution ; and the consequents upon their exist- 
ence be prevalent to the experience, and as observable to the 
eye of the Protestant traveller from other lands to the United 
States, as now greet the eye of the American in Spain and 
the governments founded by her people. But these can 
never all exist in our country while the Constitution of the 
United Stales remains unaltered. The rights of conscience, 
religions worship, speech, and action, are secured to all who 
dwell beneath its protection and awards of equal rights. The 
ImfmsUion can never be established in this country. Nor 
ever, again, can it be established in our world. And there is 
too much of the habit of common sense thinking — ^thinking 
ibr one's self — to allow of many of the ridiculous customs 
connected with the Romish system ever being permanently 
established among us, however popular the leaning towards 
some of them may be, in some departments of the church. 
The Catholio priest would be laughed at as puerile — ^pitied as 
%norant — frowned on as presumptuous— who should attempt 
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to establish many of the customs peculiar to the Romish 
church as seen, and which are common, abroad. There is 
too much that is directly in the face of common sense and true 
philosophy — which is but the application of common sense 
views to things, matter, and mind — to allow of the consum* 
mation of that combination of circumstances which shall per- 
petuate the Roman Catholic system as it has existed, and as 
it still exists, to such an extent in foreign countries as to form 
a matter of boast ; and with their polemics, to be used as an 
argument for its divine authority and truthfulness, because, 
forsooth, it is so prevalent. And so is monarchy alike pre- 
valent. Is therefore republicanism but a lie — a schism — and 
a heresy against the only legitimate and divinely constitut- 
ed government, because monarchy is antique and prevalent ? 
The world is on its advance. The sciences, natural and 
mental, are making developments, in matter and mind, which 
must dissipate, in the long course but ever onward improve- 
ment before the race, the shades of error in all departments 
— systems of thought, action, government, and religion^-or 
if not ultimately dissipate oZZ, will continue to dissipate the 
fallacies of the past, and forbid their re-enactment and con- 
tinuance. 

But I shall, perhaps, not be deemed to be very appropri- 
ate in these reflections, when I state that they have been 
originated by the purpose I have, of introducing, in connec- 
tion with the description I have given of the buildings of the 
Inquisition formerly existing at Lima, an accoimt of the de- 
struction of the same institution at Madrid. 

The sketch which I introduce here is given by Col. Le- 
manowski, an eye-witness and actor in the scene which he 
describes^ and who was then an officer under Napoleon. 

" In the year 1809, being at Madrid, my attention was 
directed to the Roman Catholic Inquisition in the neighbor- 
hood of that city. Napoleon had previously issued a decree 
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for the suppression of this institution, wherever his victorious 
troops should extend their arms. I reminded Marshal Soult, 
then governor of Madrid, of this decree, who directed me to 
proceed to its execution on this far-famed establishment. 
With my regiment, the 9th of the Polish lancers, he gave 
me two others. One of which, the 117th, was under the 
command of Colonel de Lile. 

" With these troops I proceeded to the Inquisition, which 
was about five miles from the city. It was surrounded with 
a wall of great strength, and defended by about four hundred 
soldiers. When we arrived at the walls I addressed one of 
the sentinels, and summoned the holy fathers to surrender to 
the imperial army, and open the gates of the Inquisition. 
The sentinel who was standing on the wall appeared to enter 
into conversation for a few moments with some one within, 
at the close of which, he presented his musket and shot one 
of my men. This was a signal- for attack, and I ordered 
my troops to fire upon those who appeared on the wall. 

" It was soon obvious that it was an unequal warfare. 
Our troops were in the open plain, and exposed to a destruc- 
tive fire. We had no cannon, nor could we scale the walls, 
and the gates successfully resisted all attempts at forcing 
them. I saw that it was necessary to change the mode of 
attack, and directed some trees to be cut down and trimmed, 
and brought on the ground, to be used as battering-rams. 
Presently the walls began to tremble, atid under the well- 
directed and persevering application of the ram, a breach 
was made, and the imperial troops rushed into the Inqui- 
sition. 

" Here we met with an incident which nothing but Jesui- 
tical effrontery is equal to. The Inquisitor General, fol- 
lowed by the father confessors in their priestly robes, all 
came out of their rooms as we were making our way into 
the interior of the Inquisition, and with long faces and their 
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aro^f crossed over their breasto, aM though they bad been 
deaf to all the noise of the attack and defence, and had jnst 
learned what was going on, yuidreseed themselves in the lan« 
guage of rebuke to their own soldiers, sayingi * Why do 
you %ht our-friends the French ?' 

<< Their intention, apparently, was to make us think that 
this defence was wholly unauthorized by them, hoping they 
should thus have a better opportunity, in the confusion and 
plunder of the Inquisition, to escape. Their artifice was too 
shallow. I caused them to be placed imder guard, and all 
the soldiers of the Inquisition to be secured as prisoners. 

'<We then proeeeded Uirough room after room, found 
altars, and crucifixes, and wax candles in abundance^ — the 
proportions of the architecture were perfect — ^e ceiling and 
floors were scoured and highly perished — ^there was every 
thing to please the eye and gratify ^ cultivated taste ; but 
where were those horrid instruments of torture of which we 
had been tM^ and where those dungeons in which human 
beings were said to be buried alive ? We seeurched in vain. 
The holy fathers assured us that they had been belied ; that 
toe had ^een all; wad I was prepared to believe it. 

''But Colonel De Lile was not so ready to give up the 
search. At his instance water was brought in and poured 
over the marble floor, the slabs of which were large and 
beautifully polished. Presently an opening was discovered, 
and as all hands were at work for further discovery, a sol- 
dier, with the butt of his musket^ struck a spring, when the 
marble slab flew up. Then the faces of the Inquisitors 
grew pale, and as Belshazzar when the hand appeared writ- 
ing on the wall, so did these men of Belial shake and quake 
in every bone, joint, and sinew. We saw a staircase. I 
stepped to the table and took one of the candles, four feet in 
length, which wa^ burning, that I might explore what was 
before us ; as I was doing this, I was arrested by one of the 

6 
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loquisitors, who laid his hand gently on my arm, and with a 
very demure and holy look said, " My son, you must not 
take that with your profane and hloody hand ; it is holy.'* 
" Well, well," I said, " I want something that is holy, to see 
if it will not shed light on iniquity ; I will bear the responsi- 
iMlity." 

'^ I took the candle and proceeded down the staircase, 
whenjjwe entered a large room, called the Hall of Judgment. 
In the centre of it was a large block, and a chain fastened 
to it On this they had been accustomed to place the ac- 
cused^ chained to his seat. On one side of the room was an 
elevated seat, called the Throne of Judgment. This the 
Inquisitor Greneral occupied, and on either side were seats 
less elevated, for the holy Others when engaged in the so- 
lemn business of the Holy loquisition. From this room we 
proceeded to 4he right, and obtained access to small cells, 
extending the entire length of the edifice ; and here what a 
sight met our eyes ! How has the benevolent religion of Jesus 
been abused and slandel'ed by its professed friends ! 

" These cells were places of solitary confinement, where 
the wretched objects of inquisitorial hate were confined year 
afler year, till death released them from their sufferings, and 
there their bodies were suffered to remain until they were en- 
tirely decayed, and the rooms had become fit for others to oc- 
cupy. To prevent this practice being offensive to those who 
occupied the Inquisition, there were flues or tubes extending to 
the open air, sufficiently capacious to carry off the odor from 
those decaying bodies. In these cells we found the remains 
of some who had paid the debt of nature ; some of them had 
been dead apparently but a short time, while of others no- 
thing remained but their bones, still chained to the floor of 
their dungeon. In others, we found the living sufferer of 
every age and of both sexes, from the young man and maiden 
to those of threescore and ten years, all as naked as when 
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^ey were bom into the world. Oar soldiers immediately 
applied themselves to releasing these captives of their chains, 
stripped themselves in part of their own clothiog to cover these 
wretched beings, and were exceedingly anxious to bring 
ttem up to the light of day. But, aware of the danger, I in- 
sisted on their wants being supplied, and that they should be 
brought gradually to the light, as they could bear it. 

<'When we had explored these cells, and opened the 
prison-doors of those who yet survived, we proceeded to ex- 
plore another room on the left. Here we fi)und the instru- 
ments of torture, of every kind which the ingenuity of men 
or devHs oould invent. At the sight of them the fury of our 
soldiers refused any longer to- be restrained. They deelared 
that every inquisitor, monk, and- soldier of the establishment 
deserved to be put to the torture. We did not attempt any 
longer to restrain them. They commenced at once the 
work of torture with the holy fathers. I remained till I saw 
four different kinds of torture applied, and then retired from 
the awful scene, which terminated not while one individual 
renmined of the former guilty inmates of this antechamber 
of hell, dn whom they oould wreak revenge.- As soon as the 
poor sufferers from the cells of the Inquisition could with 
safety be brought out of their prison to the light of day, 
(news having been spread £ur and near that numbers h€ul 
been rescued from the Inquisition), all who had been de* 
prived of friends by the holy offioe, came to inquire if theirs 
were among the number. 

'< What meeting was there ! About a hundred who had 
been buried alive for many years, were now restored to the 
active world, and many of them found here a son and there 
a daughter, here a sister and there a brother, and some, 
alas ! could Tecognize no friends. The scene was such a 
one as no tongue can describe. When this work of recog- 
nition was over, to complete the business in which I had en- 
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gaged, I went to Madrid and obtaihed a large quantity of 
gunpowder, which I placed underneath the edifice and in its 
vaults, and as we applied the slow.mateh Ihere was a joyful 
sight to thousands of admiring eyes ! The walls and massive 
turrets of that proud edifice were raised towards the heavens, 
and the Inquisition of Madrid was no more.'' 

I have heard it gravely affirmed, that the idea of the In- 
qiusition being an institution whleh ever indulged in acts of 
cruelty, is a Protestant ficUon. But the person who affirmed 
this also approbated the massacre cf Saint Bartholomew's 
night. And he is an American citizen, cuid was once a Pro- 
testant — perhaps a religious exhorter — demises New Eng- 
land, and pretends to be a South Carolinian, but was bom 
<' by accident" in Massachusetts. '< A little learning makes 
one mad,'' ^^., and a little -religion, I fear, usually makes 
cme a hot zealot. 



bishop's palace. 

I returned by the way of the Archbishop's palace, 
situated at the east side of the plaza, in a line with the ca- 
thedral. The see, at the time of my writing this, was 
vacant, and the palace occupied by a Padre Canonigo. The 
Archbishop had died some months before, and his place had 
not been filled^ There was but little to interest in the 
difierent parts of the buildings ; but dust, decay, and desertioD 
seemed to hold their reign throughout the apartments of the 
buildings. Where is the life that once floated along these 
corridors, the sala, and the balcony — ^the lights that streamed 
in the courts — the founts that pearled in refreshing rivul^ 
which gave freshness and beauty to shrub, and plant, and 
flower.? Dearth, night, and death, have severally usurped 
their places ; and " so passes the gloay off the world." 
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A lYIGHT WALK TO XHS KIMAO. — ^THK LAST EVB IN UMA. 

One seene more, and a ramble' at night, which m some 
of its partieetars I have elsewhere giveii, but which, in 
this connection, is appropHately repeated here, will suffice 
us for Lima, when we will say tuUoe to Peru. 

. It was evening ; and I had proposed a walk with a fHend 
over the bddge which i^ans the Rimac. The plaza, or 
central sqiiare of all Spanish towns, is the centre of mterest, 
whatever may be going oaa, by day or by night, to attract 
public attention. We had reached this area, in the centre 
of which a perennial fountain is ceaslessly dropping its 
purling streams, from several basins above to the genend 
reservmr below, when a long train of lanterns was seen ad- 
vancing, in distant procession, from the direction of the 
cathedral} headed by a priest in his canonicals, while the 
voices of three females, unaccompanied by inrtrumental 
music, broke on the still air, in the strains of a ipost affect- 
ing dirga. A crowd followed with lighted waxen tapers and 
Gc^red lanterns. As th«y advanced, the gazers-on fell 
prostrate upon their knees, while the melancholy prooesneH} 
with slow and solemn step, went otf its course. It was a 
strikihg scene. The night was dark. The plaza but ikintly 
lighted, and not a whisper was heard around the square as 
the prooesmon moved en. Every bead was l^are, while 
nnuay cMroseed themstlvee, loid others tdd their beads as they 
knek on the pavementid. It vhut the Host moving to the 
house of the h^rmo. The prooewoon moved on, aod at length 
passed out of the square, and the plaintive dirge died away 
in the distance, as the knlenM beoame more and more dim, 
and the hushed erowd, which had paused in its steps while 
the procesmn passed by, again woke to life, edid moved on 
ts own and separate way. 

And we ourselves renewed our steps towards the beliu- 
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tiful bridge of the Rimaq, and soon were on it, listening to 
the murmur of the waters, which, at this season, plunge 
dashingly on their rapid course, beneath the arches of the 
fine structure ; while here and there were seen, indistinctly, 
a few persons occupying the range of angular seats above 
the buttresses^ as if to catch the cooling breeze of the 
nightfall: 

It was mot difficult, now, to fancy befi)re us the exciting 
scene in the story of RoUa, when he rescued the child of 
Alonzo and his once .affianced Cora, as he rushed across the 
wooden bridge, while the emissaries of Pizarro were in full 
chase . after him. And there, in the dim shcuie, were the 
same rocks by which the retreating hero passed, evading his 
pursuers^ though a shot heid already pierced his noble heart. 

My friend seemed in like musing mood with myself, as 
together we leaned over the parapet of the bridge, and par- 
tially illustrated the sentiment of the dramatist, that 

** They only babble who practice not reflection.** 

fiat my firiend, ere^I<Hig, developed the train of his thoughts, 
as he asked |ne if I believed Elvira, in Pizarro^ was a real 
character. • 

« I believe, at least," was my reply, " the truth W El- 
vira's limguage : ' To laugh or weep without a reason, is 
one of the few privileges poor women have '/ which recalls 
to my mind the expression of a lady, more interesting than 
Elvira was, when she was a£^ed for the reason of a senti- 
ment whi<^ she had advanced. ^Ladies,' was her reply, 
'are not required to* give their reasons' — all which, at. the 
moment, was a very convenient r^spcmae" 

My friend, I conclude, had scarcely followed me to the 
end of my reply, while exhibiting my preferences in cha- 
racters, as he commenced soliloquizing ia the laaguage of 
Elvira : 
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" O men ! mea ! ungiatefiil and perrenc I 
O women, still affectionate though wronged." 

On our return way, when we had reached the plaza, the 
procession which we h^d before seen pass through the square, 
was just re-entering it, after having proceeded to the house 
of the sick woman who, it was said, was just at the point of 
dying. The prodession, with a larger attending crowd, passed 
along the cathedral, to enter a smaller chapel, located at its 
side, while the plaintive dirge or chanted mass for the in- 
firmo, came again to us, over the dark plaza, in its soft and 
affecting wail. The lights streamed in the distance from 
us, as they gleamed through the colored lanterns or glowed 
£rom the waxen tapers, now borne above the heads of 'the 
female singers, or along beside an elevated cross and the 
priest. The lights of the procession, however, served not 
to render distinct a number of persons kneeling in the arcade 
of the plaza, along which we. were walking, and still less 
those who were prostrate in the centre of- the square, inter- 
vening between ourselves and the chapel, into which the 
procession, on its .return, was entering. To facilitate our 
arrival at the chapel to witness the termination of a scene 
which had struck us as so peculiar, we were in the act of 
crossing the square, and had reached near the fountain that 
now slept in the deep shades of the night. Several were 
here kneeling, over whom we were nigh stumbling, while 
otfr hats were still upon our heiBids,' little supposing that, at 
such a distance from the main scene, and in the darimesd of 
the square, we could be giving displeasure to a pei^le^Srea 
had we been the most scrupulous in our purposes hot to 
offend their siiperstitious and idolatrous prejudices. But we 
soon learned to the contrary, as shouts^of " o^ hata-^-off' hatSf*' 
were raised from various quarters, and opprobriotfii epithets 
greeted our ears ; while, on the impulse of the moment, and 
not relishing the stiletto in so dark a (dace» we uncovered as 
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we continued to advance to the chapel. As We entered, the 
last strains from the female voices were ending — ^the priest 
added his "Dominus yobiscum" et finem — the lights were 
extinguished — and the crowd dispersed. 

It was until a late hour I sat, this last night in Lima, in 
the balcony adjacent to my room-, and which jutted out over 
the sidewalk of the street. The city was wrapped io silence. 
The ts^rs, which but dimly light the city in the early part 
of the evening, had gone entirely out. The moisture of the 
night-fall rendered more distinct the step of the watchman, 
and the shrill note of his thrice-blowed whistle as he gave his 
salutation to the Virgin at every recurring hour. Nowhere 
have I heard the watch cry of the night hour so sweetly sung 
as here, succeeding the shrill pipe, which, with its pauses^ 
comes to the ear as a prelude to the watchman's sonorous and 
clear voice : 

- ** Ave Maria sanctisBima-^oB dooe handado— 
Viva Pera — y eereno/' 

Hail Maria, Virgm most .pure, . 
By the night watch, twelve is the hour j 
Long live Peru, home of the free. 
The ni^t is serene, peace be with ye. 

EETURN TO THE FRIGATE CUMBERLAND, THE FLAG SHIP OF 

THE HOME OR GULF SQUADRON. 

But it may be deemed that I am too long playing the tru- 
ant away frcMn the good frigate Cumberland, the Flag Ship of 
tiieHome Squadron, anchored off the islet of Sacrificios, and 
awaiting with her associate war-ships the demonstrations of 
the Mexican government — whether they shall be for peace 
or for war with the United States of North America. Back 
again then, to the Broad Pennant, I would hie, and re-greet 
old shipmates, associations, and scenes ; and make record of 
the leisure— *the action — the monotony — and the movements 
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of the GvLF Squadron, for the reader who may feel sufficient 
interest to follow me through the period of the Mexican diffi^ 
culties, during the time to which the pages following may be 
devoted. 
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tbe Northers, vhich seoMtimes rage with the fieroeaeas of a 
hurrioane ; and woe to the ship whose caUes gi?e way^ or 
anchors dn^ — as the wind at such. times comes from a point 
that makes it a hopeless case for the ship to escape the lee- 
shore of the main, ot the ooral reefs, that nearly inhem this 
anchorage ground. To witness one of these Northers while 
we are lying at safe moorings, is a natural desire of us, 
newly arrived, as being one of the characteristics of these 
seas and shores during the months preceding April. And 
indeed, we find ourselves not too late, as March generally 
claims her proportion of these northern furies, which come 
down on a wing so fleet and heavy, that they try well the 
moorings of every vessel over which they sweep. For two 
or three days past there have seemed to be indications that 
our curiosity in this particular of the Norther should be grat- 
ified. It is said when this visitor- is about to career over 
these neighboring seas and coasts, the high peak of Orizava, 
some hundred miles in the interior, comes 4ip to the view 
and exhibits its once burning and still beautiful cone, high 
above the clouds, snow-capped and distinct, in the rarefied 
air. So has Orizava exhibited itself to us for a few days 
past, except its snow, towering high up in its softened and 
mellowed proportions, while the clouds, nearer to us, sailed 
below its conical summit. The barometer, too, has fallen. 
The calm that precedes the whirlwind has prevailed. And 
having a&ai these precursors before it, the Norther itself has 
come to-day> leaving no doubt as to Jts credentials, as it 
blows, with a voice of mournful cadence, through the rigging 
of the ship, and sends its spray, in sheets, like driven bail, 
along the sides of the frigate, and chafes the waters of the 
inner harbor into tumult, and foam, and fury. But the 
outer ree& present the greater beauty, agitation, and frenzy. 
As the blue wave comes rolling down under the impulse of 
the north wind, it meets, in its heave, the coral reef, while 
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these lixies of rocks, which have stood the bu£^ of the sea- 
surf for ages, yield not to the impulse, as their coral bul- 
warks, indignant, throw back the wave, and dash it into 
foam and froth, or ^lisperse it into cascades and cataracts, 
high in the air and wide on the sea. Wave after wave still 
comes on, unchecked and obedient to the caH^of the winds, 
whicn roar loud in their commands ; but the heavy rolls of 
the sea, as they come in, meet a like fs^e, as they break, in 
tumult, and confusion, and 4eath, on the reef. The whole 
surface of the sea is in wild agitation. The island of S&- 
crificios, on the north, east, and west, is surrounded by a line 
of cascades, as the surf breaks on its reefs ; and the eleme- 
ments above and beneath seem on their errand of desolation ; 
while the ships under the lee of Sacrificios, riding at their 
three anchors, with top-masts and top-gallant-masts housed, 
and yards sent down, lie easily, and almost quiet, though the 
murmur of the winds trough the rigging, still aloft, seems 
to sound a requiem too loud for the Test of the dead or the 
dying, but yet in harmony with the scene of threatening de- 
struction that maiaces around. The roar of the elements 
still increases, and the swell of the sea yet rises ; though 
the gale is unattended by mist or rain, and thus the indica* 
tionis for a shorter duration of tha Norther. We thank the 
elements for this specimen of their power, before their present 
season of carousal is over ; and will take good care, when 
visiting thesa seas, in certain monUw, not to be found too 
near a lee shore with light ground tackle, and the prognostics 
of a Norther in the skies. 



SACRIflCIOS. 

For several days after our frigate had dropped her an- 
chors, I felt no disposition to vist the shore. The yellow 
beach, with the in-rolling breakers dashing on it — the reefe, 
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with their beautiful lines of oorusoating light-^Vera Cruz 
in the distance— the shipping surrounding us — the writing 
of letters — the moonlit skies above us by nigfat-*-and the soft 
breezes- that swept l^ us by day — together with a thousand 
nameless ocoupaticms in small things, occupied my attention 
and b^uiled the hours as they insensibly passed away, while 
finishing, besides, the perusal of a few books to their con* 
elusion, which had been commenced at the time of our sail- 
ing from Boston for our present moorings off Vera Cruz, 
the seaport town of Mexico. Our boats had been passing 
and repassing from the i^ip to the little island, under whose 
lee we are lying, and which was named Sacbificios, by 
the Spcuiiards, it is said, from the circumstance that the 
original inhabitants, whom they found on this coast, had a 
temple here, in which they offered the sacrifice of human 
beings-^probably criminals who had been condemned by 
their laws to suffer a capital punishment, as the penalty of 
their offence. The remains of this temple are still to be 
seen, with the outline of its form. And there are walls of 
coral rock nearing the beach, which seem to indicate, at one 
period, the existence of a fortification. A French man-of- 
war, while lying here, put her men to a laudable occupation, 
to fill up their leisure hours, in making excavations in dif- 
ferent parts of this little island, which is made up of coral 
rock, and sand, and patches of green herbage, a wild matted 
bean, and bamboo. They were rewarded for their toil, by 
the discovery of many Indian remains, in the form of do- 
mestic utensils, war-weapons, and some vases, said to have 
done credit to the arts of the Aztecs, and the dependencies of 
that extensive people, who, when Cortez arrived on these 
coasts, and mailed himself for the conquest of the empire, 
were ruled- by the unfortunate Montezuma. But the 
grounds now, within the walls of this temple, afford but 
little encouragement to the knights of the pickaxe and 
shovel. 
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Aside ffom the stories and olden legends connected with 
this island, it assumes a present interest, as being the place 
of interment for the dead, who are borne from the ships that 
lie at anchor at this station. Here, too, are the monuments 
of some, who have fallen in battle, a noble few-^-for all are 
called noble who die in battle^— or, as is said on a French 
mcmument here, over some who thus fell : 

" Morts en faisarU leur devoir. ^^ 

And this was at the siege of the castle of San Juan de Ullua 
by the French. 

An ocean beach is always beautiful — it is almost always 
grand — it sometimes is terrific. I walked quite around the 
beach of this little island, now in its calm, almost without a 
mimic breaker wetting its coral lips, where, sometimes, the 
troubled Norther throws his deep rollers far on and far up 
the north and western parts of the beach, and dcushes on to 
the coral shore the^ shells from the ocean, and wrecks thou- 
sands of that gallaiit little fleet of gorgeous colors, that the 
sailors call the Portuguese men-qf-war. Multitudes of these 
mollusca were now lying on the north beach, their sails 
shivered to- shreds, and their hulks anchored by jtheir gluti- 
nous cables to shells or pieces of coral, and still retaining the 
prismatic colors of the rainbow. Their position on the shore 
almost disproves ihe idea, which, to some extent, prevails 
among mariners and the scientific, that they have the power, 
at their pleasure, to take in their sails, or to compress their 
thin inflated menftbrane,*and sink fathoms down in the deep, 
and. thus escape destruction in a gale at sea. And yet, in 
our course through the Caribbean sea, I watched' these beau- 
tiful little yachts, suitable only for the fahri^ to sail in, and 
thought I marked them in greatest abundanoe on the sea at 
the hour of evening, when it was mildly cool, rather than at 
mid-day, wh^i it was uncomfortably warm ; and in the calm. 
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rather than in the storm or freshening breeze. And where 
did they betake themselves at those times less pleasant for 
their cradling on the blue billow ? 1 gave them credit for 
sinking to their calmer homes, far down in the deep, when- 
ever there was aught but pleasant seas and favoring skies 
above. But why founfi not these thousand fragile barks, 
which were here driven on the beach, a like security from 
shipwreck, by seeking a calm far down in the deep, before 
they were cast upon the coral shore of Sacrificios, by the 
tempestuous Northers ? 

I gathered from the beach specimens of corals of curious 
shapes and colors — soma scallop-shells also, of less interest, 
and placed them among the cane-brakes to be brought off to the 
ship, at another hour. I tramped upon a greater curiosity still 
— a black piece of sea-pitch, so thoroughly hardened on a piece 
of white coral, and so entirety insinuated into the pores, that 
it seemed a layer of Egyptian marble on a Parian slab, and 
would form a fine surface for a cameo. The sea-pitch floats 
in sufficient quantities, in these seas, to enable the men-of- 
war to collect sufficient supplies from the reefs, for lacquer- 
ing their guns, to which it gives a beautiful surface of pol- 
ished black. Whence this dark substance comes, some 
say that nobody knows, except it be from the capacious 
mouth of that submarine volcano, which some other very 
imaginative people think, may give heat to the gulf stream, 
although that stream be a hundred and more miles wide, 
and in some places, for all I know to the contrary, as many 
miles deep, and flows on in one mass, from the south to the 
northern latitudes. There is an odor given out by the soft 
specimens of this sea-fioating substance, Hke that which is 
peculiar to the fresh guava. Some of its harder specimens 
deserve the appellation of the black amber cf the sea». 
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THE SABBATH, MAKCH 93, 1846. 

To-day is Sunday. The usual religious services have 
been gone through — prayers read, hymn, music of the band, 
and sermon. A heavy sigh waking in the deep stillness 
that followed the conclusion of the discourse, I felt to be one 
of the best assurances that the subject had reached the emo- 
tions, at least, of one heart. A sigh, when none is thought 
to hear — a tear, ^hen none is thought to see, evidences to 
the sincerity of the feelings of the swelling bosom and the 
breaking heart. 

Before the services, one of the Lieutenants was seated at 
the mess-table turning over the leaves of his Prayer-Book, 
preparatory to the services of the day, and called me to listen 
to some beautiful lines which he had copied upon one of its 
blank leaves ; and he read them to me as copied below. 
The heart of every one, who has lived longer or shorter, can 
testify to the truthfulness of the sentiment, and to the natural 
poetry of the lines. They were in such harmony with my 
discourse, that I was almost induced to repeat them. 

** Tell me, ye winged winds 

That round my pathway roar. 
Do ye not know some spot. 

Where mortals weep no more ? 
Some lonQ and pleasant dell. 

Some valley in the west. 
Where, free from toil and pain, 

The weary soul may rest 1 
The load wind settled to a whisper low« 
And sighed for pity, 'as it answered, no ! 

" Tell me, thou mighty deep 

Whose billows round me play, 
Knowest thou some fiivored spot. 
Some idand far away. 
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Where weary man may find 

The bliss for which he sighs 1- 
Where sorrow never lives 

And friendship never dies ? 
The loud waves rolling in perpetual flow, * 

Stopped for a Whilfr, and sighed to answer, no ! 

And thou, sereaest moon. 

That with such holy face 
Dost look upon the earth. 

Asleep in night's embrace ; 
Tell me, in all thy round. 

Hast thou not seen some spot. 
Where miserable man 

Might find a happier lot 1 
Behind a cloud the moon withdrew, in woe. 
And a voice, sweet but sad, responded, no ! 

Tell me, my secret soul ! 

O, tell me, Hope and Faith ! 
Is there no resting-place - 

From sorrow, sin and death ? 
Is there no happy spot. 

Where mortals may be blest ; 
Where grief may find a balm. 

And weariness a rest ? 
Faith, Hope and Love, best boons to mortals given. 
Waved their bright wings and whispered, * yes — in 
Heaven!'" 



There were several beautiful things of nature, that this 
same blessed Pray^r-Boc^s: in the hands of the Lieutenant 
developed, which I would not too freely communicate, but 
which he, in his frankness and fullness of heart, as it mel- 
lowed with the afiectionate reminiscences of those he loved, 
freely narrated to me. His wife, who is young like himself, 
and beautiful like her own lovelier self, exacted from him a 
promise, as they talked of their sepai^ation, that every morn- 
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ing and evening, while absent from-her, he would read, by 
himself, the prayers for morning and evening, of the Prayer- 
Book. And he forgets it not, and adds another manuscript 
prayer of his own, one expression of which shows the devo- 
tion of his love. I would copy it all, but I should fear I 
trespassed too much on the hallowedness of private emotions ; 
and yet it would show how hearts of devoted love are often 
called, in the naval service, to separate from each other for 
months and years, with theWicitudes, and anxieties, and 
affection, which are felt only by those whose spirits are 
blended as one, for time and a hoped-for happy eternity. 
He prays his God, the Father of all mercies, to bless his 
dear wife, now separated from him ; to sustain her ; guard 
her from all evil, and (as the passage to which I have 
already alluded) " render her ever what she now is, the 
best as well as the fairest of creatures.'* Some might 
think there was some little peculiarity of theology in the 
phraseology of this ; but he who has a heart that has given 
its devotion to an object worthy of its hallowed trust, knows 
that even such words could be offered in sincerity, profound 
thanksgiving, and humility, to the God who sees the heart in 
all its openness and gratitude. 

It is said by b. divine who is still living, and of some de- 
served distinction — " I would never give up even an aban- 
doned young man, so long as there is hope that his heart 
may be captured by a virtuous woman." 

" We are made much better, by the hallowed ioAuence 
of such a character," I said to the Lieutenant, as I alluded 
to the religious solicitude of his companion ; *^ and women 
are the best halfof our world ; and nothing more certainly 
assures me of the defect in that man's character, and a 
secret corruption in his morals if not an open disregard to 
them, than when I hear him speaking i^eeringly or i^ight- 
ingly of the female sex." 
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"Yes^^^ replied tb« Lieutenant, ''they make us better 
than our nature has made us." And the conversation 
glided on to the peculiar relationship of the married life, in 
its self-devotion of each to the other, and a fullness of the 
heart's breathing aspirations for the happiness of one's com- 
panicm in all things, which none can know in its fullness 
who has not £)rmed those relations. The subject was one 
that led our thoughts into associations that broke my heart ; 
and soon '' all hands" were called, hy a ioU i^toh ike Mp^s 
hell, to religious worship. 

jL seaman's burial in a squadron at^ anchor. 

There is much that is imposing, and much that is pro- 
foimd, in the solemnity of a burial at sea. More especially 
so, when that burial is from on board a man-of-war of the 
largest class. But there is something, perhaps, equally and 
yet more i^riking in the exhibition presented to the eye, when 
the body of a sailor is borne from some ship of a squadron, 
lying at anchor. Such a scene occurred to-day, the 8th of 
April, from our squadron, now lying under the island of Sa- 
crificios. On board the St. Mary's, the fs^rthest out ship of the 
fleet, lay the sleeping sailor in his coffin, with the flag of his 
country shrouding it. A boat from the Cumberland — an- 
other from the frigate Potomac, which has been added to our 
force — another from each of the sloops, the John Adams and 
the Falmouth, had pulled to the St. Mary's at the hour at 
which the signals from the Cumberland, as the Fag Ship, had 
directed. It was 5 o'clock of the evening. The wind was 
Wowing heavily, and the swell ran high, but the waves broke 
not. Still, the wind being so fresh and the St. Mary's lying 
at the windward, a signal was made at the mizzen head of 
the Cumberland, saying, that " the Chaplain would join the 
procession near the shore," as they stood in to the island, in 
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the bosom of which the mariner was now to be interred. The 
bells of the sbip struck five * — the body had been carried 
over the gangway of the St. Mary's to the boat, by the mess- 
mates of him whom they were soon to bear to his final sleep. 
In a moment more, the boat shot off from the ship with an 
American ensign half-masted in her stern-sheets. She was 
foljowed by the boats which had pulled to the St. Mary^s 
from the different ships^ with their ensigns as the first. At 
this moment, when the boats Ml into line, the flags of the 
whole' squadron, in unison, dropped to half^onast ; and the 
cross of St. George, aboard Her British Majesty's ship, fol- 
lowed the motions of the American vessels as the boats stood 
on over the blue swell, in full view of all the ships of the 
squadron, successively crossing their bows. The .cutter of 
the Cumberland had already been manned and waited f9r me 
at the steps, ready to shove c^. The little fleet of boats com^ 
posing the ptocession still neared. I entered the cutter, when 
she shoved from the ship.'s side. The men giving way hea- 
vily upon their oars, pulled tb the windward in time to conae 
in at the head of the line ; and in this order the several boats, 
reached the shore. The procession was formed on the, beach, 
without delay — the marines in advance — ^the Chaplain— ^the 
bearers with the body — succeeding which followed the boats' 
crews in their peculiar and neat ^ sailor dresses, together with 
the ^attending officers. They soon reached the burial ground, 
where n^any a sailor lies now interred, who has foimd his 
grave in a foreign land ; and all now gathered around the 
grave of their shipmate. The body Was lowered to its rest, 
when, as all uncovered, the Chaplain began thd^ service at 
the grave : " I am the resurrection and the life, saith the 
Lord ; he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet 
shall be live, and whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall 
never die." As the service proceeded, the wild wiod from 

♦ Tw« o'clock by sea-time. 
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the ocean swept o¥er the small island ; and the voice of the 
in-rolling surf, as it broke in caldrons of foam and high 
sheets of spray over the k>ng coral reefsi extending either 
way from .the Mand on the north, chimed in its hoarsa sea- 
moan in the services for the dead ! 

And here, the poor sailor was soon left in his coral bed, as 
they heaped upon his coffin the disiatergrated particles of 
corals and shells, which, by the attrition of ^iges, have been 
reduced to the minutenfess of sand, of which the surface of 
the island is composed. And here the lone sailor, boy will 
lie; and above hunv^e, sea mean will ofleii chants his 
requiem in the gale~ fvem the oCe&n, while the wild North- 
er shall oome down on itd heavy wing, as the surf rc^ls 
its long and troubled line of breakers upon the coral reef, 
sounding hoarse in the voice of many waters,- as it throws 
the sea foam far up on the beach. 

I may here add> as fxa associate incident of the scene 
which I have above described, that neither the French nor 
Spanish ships lowered their colors half-mast, as naval cour- 
tesy would have suggested, as the line of our boats ci^ossed 
their bo wa. The English, always foremost in the observance 
of national cGurtesies, were too polite, if not to say too Chris, 
tian, in the proper ^ense of that word, to omit anch a beoeoi- 
ing notice. Every ship of the squadron o£ our nation would 
hare done this^ had a burial taken place from either ship of 
the other flags lying here. Where, then, are we to look hr 
the ca^ise of the omission on this ocea8ion,,oo the part of the 
French an^ Spani^ ships ? I could find no other answer 
than in the false si^etem of the Roman CaihoUc reHgicn, whio]| 
forms the state religion of the French and Spanish aatioas. 

In the island of Madeira, at one period,^ a Pntiestmnt 
Mranger was not permitted ta be interred upon the island, 
but was plunged into the sea for his burial ; where the body 
should sail in the, deep currents of the ocean, or become food 
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for the sharks, whieh prey upon the human species when op- 
portunity is offered to them as well as on their own. And 
so prevalent was this refusal of the rites of burial to Pro- 
testante, by Catholic communities, that there is even a custom 
among sailors to have a cross tattooed upon their arms, that 
if, by chance, they should die in a Roman- Gathdio country, 
their bodies might be respected, and be allowed a quiet inter- 
ment on the shore. 

At Rio de Janeiro, in 1838, (and I presume at the pres- 
ent time,) the English Church was not permitted to conduct 
its services with the doors of the huUding closed. 

At Valparaiso, in 18S9, (and I presume at the present 
moment,) a house for Protestant worship was allowed to the 
English cm the conditicm that the building should possess no 
appearance other than a private dwelling. A comnKHi room 
like the usual ell of a building in our own country, was ap- 
prq)riated for the service of the church. The Catholic Bishop 
of Santiago, the capital of Chili, gave orders, at one time, to 
have even this hoivie closed ; and it was deemed imprudent, 
by an American Consul, that a Chaplain of the United States 
Navy should wear his gown from the Consul's house to this 
building on a Sunday, wher^e was by^vitation to officiate, 
though this humble ro6m for religious worship was but a 
short distance from the Consulate's, and the way not very 
public. Do the Clergy or the people of our church know 
what is Ike spirit of the institutions of Popery while they are 
advocating its supposed harmless tendencies — its antique pre- 
tensions— ^a»d what they seem to regard as inoiieBsive as- 
similations ? (xod save them from their ignoranca^and self-de- 
ception on this subjeict, until intentionally or meanlessly, they 
shi^ bring upon the Church an evil greatly to be deprecatedi 
so for as their liberties of conscience, political, and personal, 
are dear to the heart, which has swelled in the luxury of that 
fitteadom, and in the possession of these manly and blessed 
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rights so dearly purchased by our fcHrefttthers, and peculiar in 
a great degree to our own land and the ifge in which we live. 
There is no charity in the system of the Catholics, to- 
wards those who are without their pale. I know not H 
there is any general henevdence. I should he afVaid to 
trust myself under its power, unless public sentiment, formed 
by the comlnkation of other principles than those inherent in 
the Romish church, served to shield me. JAherif €f ti^night 
is a sin, according to their creed. lAberiy of action is denied 
to those who bdopt their creed. Liberty of person is even 
precarious, where the creed of the Papal church holds its 
preponderance. Each of these propositions I feel ready to 
substantiate, from my own personal observation, if called 
for, or is desirable. And though I believe in the sincerity 
of some of the clergy of the Eplso(^ai Church, who fhun 
their high church prepossessions, are driven to the <M)uote« 
nance of Puseyism, I yet feel that they are doing a most 
unpatriotic service to their country— endangering their 
priceless birthright, as American citizens — and jeoparding 
the dearest interests of the Protestant Episcopal Church of 
the United States of America, by the advocacy of an assi- 
milatioti to the Roman system, or by an attempt to palliate 
and to cosiceal the tendencies and the defects of the P«pal 
politico-religious Hierarchy, the spkit of which I beHave, 
from observation as well as from reading, has not been 
^hanged, nor ever will be, so long as the canons of 4be 
Council of Trent shall form its constitution, and a Papdl 
head at Rome directs its executive and spiritual conccmoS) 
in the world. I have wished to be as-ferbearing at posnble, 
in Chrii^ian charity, towards the Catholic Church. I have 
wished to find some counterbalancing good, that would lead 
me to hope a reform in its spirit of intolerance, not only in 
principle but also in practice. I have looked in vain. I 
have waited in the fermati<»i of my opinions. I have ex. 
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amiDed, and I have seen, at home and abroad; and I have 
come to a conduakn, 'which I dislike to embrace, in all 
charity ; but I am forced to believe, iii my conscience, that 
the Spirit of Popery is unchanged — its supremacy in any 
country^ unchecked by the attacks of political, religious, and 
peraonal freedom, would lead again to the repetition of acts 
of barbari^, that this age shudders at. And further, I believe^ 
that the advance of. science and philosophy, especially the 
more accurate philosophy of the mind, iu our day and of 
advancing time, as is hoped, will undermine this, institution, 
which now trammels the intellect and the religious freedom 
of its members, apd that it will fall ; a splendid ruin, indeed, 
of days gone by, but whose pillars, and capitals, im^ domes 
shall' present, to the mental philosopher, proportions of far less 
beauty for a spiritual temple, than ancient architecture has 
left us for models, in structures of material wo^khuM^hip. 



A SCENE AT MIDNIGHT. 

The American Squadron at Anekor off the Island of Sacrificios, 

Moonlight on the water is always poetic, whether it be 
on the sea, lake, or river. And if there are (^er elements 
Milering into the grouping; to make up the composition of the 
scene, the e^e^t is enhanced. The mellQwed foliage on the 
river's bank^^the single and noiseless canoe gliding dioog 
tlM stream in the moon's wake, as it discovers itself, like a 
^)eck, on the silver streak of the water — or perhaps a larger 
oraft at mowings, disooveting her naked spars and almost; 
invisible hamper, though nothing is heard or seen to live 
aboard of her — all adds to the picture, and assists the imagi- 
nation to create and to colour. Our squadron at midnight, 
when the moon is peering high and bright, presents a moon- 
lit scene, that would delight the eye of .the landsman in con- 
templation, and awaken the feeling of romance in the imagi- 
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native. Fancy, then, an expanse of water, with its still ho- 
som sending back to the sky the 'moonbeams which she 
pours out upon the almost unrippled surface, but which is 
ruffled sufficiently to indicate that the gentlest breeze, so 
grateful to the cheek, k passmg by, The main land, in the 
distance, is extending either way, northwest and southeart, 
and the distant cupolas and domes and steeples of the city 
of Vera Cruz, line themselves, though but faintly, in the dis- 
tance on the horizon, which looms more brightly tiian the heav- 
ens higher above it. The Castle of San Juan de UUua 
traces its upper line of the ramparts darkly but distinctly on 
the distant sky ; and still more distant north, the bosom of 
the eternal ocean spreads out its wide expanse. Nearer 
deeps the Httle island of Sacrifidos, a coral circlet, covered 
with a growth of evergreen vines and bamboo, ^diich serve 
to yield a beautiful contrast of dark shade to the lighter rim 
of the moon-lit beach. And off from this island, a few hun- 
dred yards, lie at moorings our noble fleet. The ships are 
palaces of the sea, which repose on their native element, to- 
night, as still as the noiseless dwellings of any city or village 
home. No voice is heard throughout the fleet. No light is 
seen. The tall masts of the diflerent ships point to the hba* 
vens aS'they taper in their height ; and their fine cordage and 
crossbars serve to mark the outlines of their beautiful pro^ 
portions, while their hulls throw their heavier shadows upcm 
the moon-lit bosom of the sea. Occasionally, the tramp of 
the watch-officer may be heard as it comes fix>m one atdi^ to 
the other, as he who has the watch, paces fore and tdt the 
deck. More than a thousand sleepers are in their hammodks, 
at this near mid hour of the night. At the door of the cabin 
a single light is burning ; and the " orderly '' is moving 
backwards and forwards, in front of the Commodore's apart- 
ments. Nothing could be more hushed, than is the stillness 
diat hath settled on these ships. But, one tapof the drum at' 

7 
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this moment would send every man to his quarters ; and five 
minutes scarcely should be passed before a broadside from 
each ship should foe fired, if the occasion required it and the 
order commanded it. But all, save the watch officer and die 
look-outs and the sentinels, now sleep ; when, at the mo- 
ment of twelve o'clock, the ** orderly '' from the cabin door 
raises his head above the uppejr deck, and cries < eight bells !' 
The quarter-master reports the hour to the officer of the 
deck, and the next moment eight strokes tell the hour of mid- 
night on the ship's bell. The sound is borne over the decks 
of the ship, and echoes, still on, over the water to the neigh- 
boring frigates, and is repeated from ship to ship as each 
look.out in his place cries aloud, " All's well !" " all's well V 
and then all is hushed again throughout the squadron, as if 
no voice had been heard — as if the tongue of no bell had 
struck — and as if the night of death had now gathered on 
those profound sleepers on the deep. And yet the mur- 
mur of the sea-surf breaks still oa the distant shore, in its 
monotony and night-hour sublimity, and bears to the sad 
hecurt yet deeper melancholy. And the moon still goes on 
in her still path of the soft and pure heavens. And the 
bright stars smile pr weep, though the tears they wake, are 
only in the eyes of their worshipers. So, at midnight, have 
I stood on the deck of our fine frigate, and thought on the 
hours of other days, when the heart was happy, but which 
now wept for some beloved who are not. 

There can foe no hour more powerful in its influences on 
the heart, than such an hour as I have described. The 
thoughts are rendered doubly intense, whatever may be the 
train of association on which they go — whether sad or joyous. 
The heart is bettered, as it melts in .grief, or softens in de- 
vouter affection for those we love, or yields its holier emotio^ 
in worship of the God who spread out the beautiful expanse 
of the heavensi and placed those innumerable and silent 
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spheres in their eternal and bright positions. How ceaslessly 
do they shine ! How noislessly move on their nightly but 
ever-repeated courses ! And they yield their silent sympa^ 
thy to every shade of the heart, that muses on their beauti- 
ful spheres. And as one thinks of them, as rolling on from 
the east to the west, to the homes of those he loves, he almost 
dreams that he can speak a message to those bri^t stars, 
which they shall bear to the ears of his friends, and repeat 
it as they shall pass the meridian of their chambers. Or as 
they come on their way from the east to the gazers at a yet 
more western point of his wimdering, he thinks he can hear a 
low murmur from them of isome affectionate messc^e, which 
his friends have spoken to them in their bright passage, as those 
friends gazed in their bright faces, and commanded them to 
deliver it to him who has far gone from them, but whom 
they follow with their prayers and their loves. One of my 
last letters told me,. that my own sweet boy, " who loves the 
stars, " sent a message by them, " to his own dear papa ; '* 
though, as yet, he but looks upon those gems as some bright 
attendants on " the madam moon, " whom he nightly invites 
to come down from her bright halls and " take a cup of tea '' 
with him. For his sweet message, his " own pap^ '* returned 
to him the following acknowledgment : 

Come, son, and we .will gaze upon the stars. 

As they, successive, drive their evening cars. 

And from the East ride up the velvet sky. 

When night her spangled arch springs wide and high. 

The Lyra is thy natal star, my boy. 
That nightly sings for thee its lay of joy"; 
And down it throws its coruscating light. 
As streams its diamond-changing fii^s, at night. 

List ! list ! my son, and hear the music wake. 
As from that star the gentlest voices speak. 
But in a tone so sweetly soft and low. 
Thou scarce, my son, canst hear its music now : 
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** ThoQ beautiful, thou blue-eyed boy, 
Thou art thy father*s fondest joy, 
Nor is there in the world beside 
A pearl so wakes his love and pride. 

" And when he looks upon the Lyre, 
That lovely star of changing fire. 
He muses and he hopes for thee 
A bright and holy destiny. 

" And if on other gems of light 
He gazes, at the hours of night. 
The hdiest thoughts that wake*of bis. 
All ai^ for thee a chenib'ji bliss— 

"A biiss beyond those shining gems 
Where heaven holds out its diadems. 
And WO08 the holy to their rest. 
Where homes are bright, and always IfiesL 

** And in those bright, sweet homes above^ ' 
Where angels apd the happy rove. 
Thy dear mamma, thou sweetest boy. 
Gives forth, for thee, her smile of joy. 

<' And as she looks adown on thee. 
Her dear, sweet son, sometimes to see. 
She says, as Angel she will come. 
And take thee to her own bright home. 

'* Nor only when he reads the stars. 
Thine own papa awakes his prayers. 
But each wing'd hour he prays for, thee. 
While bounding o'er the deep blue sea." 

Then gaze upon the bright-eyed ^tars, my son, 
My motherless, my blue-eyed one ; 
They'll tell thee, in their hynm, my sweetest boy. 
Thou art thy father's only, earthly joy! 



LSTTEES FROM BLESSED HOME. 

It is the first budget of letters when one has been a time 
from home, which he awaits with the greatest impatience. 
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and jreceives with a joyousness that no one bat the traveler 
can duly estimate, who has left behind him those with whom 
his hearl, in its memories, often stays, and for whom, in his 
most hallowed hours, he often prays. In the chances and 
the changes of this^ life, often so sudden, no one knows what 
a day, a week, a month, may write of grief for him. Once, 
it was an occurrence in my own experience, that a 
package of letters reached me abroad, whidi conveyed the 
intelligence of the death of thirteen acquaintances, a number 
of whom were kindred. Six montl^s had intervened between 
the time of the letters which I had before received, and those 
I was then perusing. And I remember, al the same time, 
there were those in the squadron who had their hearto 
broken by the news of the death of those who were near 
and dear to them, to an extent of mournful intelligence, that 
a good Providence but seldom metes out on similar absences* 
As our own ship was expected to touch at Pensacola, from 
Boston, on our way to Vera Cruz, one or two vessels left 
Pensacola for our fleet, without bringing our letters. But 
OQ the 29th of March, the steamer Mississippi was descried 
in the offing, conung steadily in, and all hearts of our frigate 
bounded in expectation of those blessed messengers from 
home, which so delight the wandererli on their necessitated 
track, which leads them dkt^t from those they love. And 
when the noble vessel canoe in, gliding under the pressure 
of steam, and presenting the fine proportions of a noble M- 
giOe, she had but a moment anchored, before a well-prq)or- 
tioned letter-bag was home to the Flag Ship, and its coo- 
tents, in right good quantities, were poured out. My own 
budget assured me, Uiat however my own heart may often 
bleed, there are friends and kindred who would gladly bind, 
it up and make it happy. I had preached on board the John 
Adams, during the morning, a signal having been made 
from our frigate, saying that '' the Ghaplaia would hold aezw 
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rices on board that ship to-day ;" and, on my return to the 
Cumberland, found the good pile of communications await- 
ing me. And then, it was on the 29th of March, a day that 
has for me associations, which made the perusal of my let- 
ters, coincident in their reception, on that day, yet more feel- 
ing, as I read their contents, and learned that my cherub boy 
W£us well, and happy in his glee, unconscious of sorrow, 
while he has yet to learn his loss on earth, unless, in the guid- 
ing providence of the Eternal^ his angel-mother, in heaven, 
may yet influence his steps on earth for his greater happi- 
ness, though all unconscious now, that his is a motherless 
infancy* Grod be praised, that he is well, my cherished 
boy. 

A MOVEMENT OF THE SHIPS. 

The Flag Ship of a squadron is always regarded as 
holding the most favorable position in. a iieet, both for infor- 
mation and convenience. She is the Commodore's ship. 
From her all orders issue. To her all communications are 
made ; and she is deemed the centre of all the news that 
reaches tl^e station, or which is conveyed from it. It is from 
the Flag Ship that all signals are made, by which all the ves- 
sels of the squadron direct their actions. And when lying 
at anchor, and within signal distance, even to the loosing and 
the furling of sails ; sending up and sending down yards ; 
general quarters for exercising the men at the guns ; aad, 
in fine, every evolution throughout the fleet, is directed by 
signals from the Flag Ship ; and in the omission of signals 
Ae motions of the Flag Ship are to be followed by all the 
other ships of the squadron. This, of necessity, requires a 
continued look-out on the part of all the vessels in the fleet ; 
and, of consequence, there are many glaives pointed con- 
tinually, by day and by night, towards the Flag Ship. 
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It is ofieh the policy of the CkHnmodoie, who is the Com- 
mander-in-chiefy to preserve the i^rictest silence and secrecy 
as to any intended movement of the ships ; and a signal, at 
any moment, may be made " to prepare for sailing," with- 
out a perscm, save himself, knowing the destination of the 
squadron— those on board the Flag Ship being as ignorant 
of the Commodore's intentions as any other officers of the 
squadrcoi, though the wise ones, if any where, are expected 
to be feund on board the ship of the Commander-in-chief. 

Thus lay our squadron on the 18th of April — the Saint 
Mary's having been sent with despatches to Pensacola, with 
in^ructions soon to return and bear us the letters that may 
have accumulated there for our squadron. A land breeze 
was setting off the ^lore sufficient to fill the canvas of any 
vessel which chose to gain an offing and take her course 
northward. But the different ships at the anchorite lay at 
their moorings, as if they would sleep there for ever, so quiet 
were^they in their rest and unconcern as to all expectation 
of soon lifting their anchors. A few pieces of different 
. colored bunting, however, each one standing for a number, 
were seen to be run up to the mizzenmast-head of the Cum- 
berland. That death-sleep, that seems so entirely to have 
settled on a man-of-war, as she is usually viewed in the dis- 
tance at her moorings, of a sudden was now broken. Seve- 
ral of the vessels were seen pcissing up their sheets and 
tacks, which had been unshackled for the easier handling 
of the sails while exercising in harbor ; and another signal 
crossed the yards — the top-gallant and the royal yards— 
which is, as a general thing, a sure indication that a ship is 
designing to put to sea. Ere long the Falmouth, lying at a 
distance at which her different evolutions could be seen, and 
orders, as they were given, heard, was perceived to be 
heaving in her cable, as link afler link could be seen, by the 
glass, to rise from the wi^r and recede by the hauser-hole ; 
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and occasionally, a note of the fife, by which the tramp of 
the men marked the time as they bore around the capstan, 
came over the water to the ear. Ere long the men lay aloft, 
the sails fell, the anchor was weighed, and the Falmouth 
was standing out from her late moorings to the wide ocean, 
which lay to the north of us, in its sheen and wide expi^nse» 
Still the frigates and the John Adams slept in their places. 
But ere long, a few more of those spotted and striped pieces 
of bunting, so quickly read by the quarter-masters and de« 
ciphered by the flag-officers of the distant ships, were run 
up ; and now the two firigates, the Potomac and our owh 
Cumberland, were all action. The bars of the capstan were 
inanned, the stanche(«is having been triced up, the gratings 
shipped, and three hundred and more men walked around 
with the capstan, as the messenger was wound around it and 
brought in the iron clanking chain, fistthom afler fistthdm, 
until the anchor was apeak; and then the order to pall the 
capstan came from the First-Lieutenant who now had the 
deck. The capstan palled, thus keeping home all the cham 
that had come in, the seamen laid aloft to loose the sails. , 
In unison they fell, top-sails, top-gallant-sails, and courses, 
when the head sails being laid aback to the mast, the ship 
kept her rest until the men, again on the deck, walked 
around with the capstan, tripped the anchor, and the ship 
paid off. The gib was run up to facilitate her movement ; 
and soon the royals and the flying-jib were set, and the noble 
Cumberland, in her full dress of white, was standing north, 
directing the frigate : Potomac, which had followed our 
movements, and the Falmouth, to follow our course. The 
three ships, leaving the John Adams still at anchor, stood 
north, but to what point they were destined, few of either 
ship's company knew. But we had not long been on the 
wing, the wind handsomely filling our sails, before a large 
vessel, evidently, firom her tall spars, a man-of-war, was seen 
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standing down directly for us. Nearer and still nearer 
the idii|»s cftme— 4he Cumberland in advance of our party-^ 
and the distant ship as if she feared nought stood yet boldly 
OQ, until her distinct proportions declared her to be of a 
class with ourselves^— a noble frigate, handsomely handled, 
and exhibiting herself a beauty of her class as she came yet 
nearer* It was a fine exhibition, and a beautiful present- 
ment of two frigates bearing down for action. She was 
known and was hourly expected, and she evidently^^recog- 
nized durselves ; for, ere long, the flame came forth from her 
sides and the loud thunder of her cannon came over the sea, 
as the smoke rollsd away and aiar to the leeward, while our 
own guns returned the fire. It was the U. S. frigate Rari- 
tan. Captain Gregory, saluting the broad pennant of the 
Cumberland. A signal was soon run up to ^he mizzen head, 
that told tins new comer *^ to take her place on our starboard 
quarter " and {seep us company. The ibur ships having 
made a short sail together, put back to an island &rther out 
to sea ,ti)an Sacrificios, jand there came to anchor, under the 
lee of this little islet, known as Isla de Verde or Green 
Island. 

As expected, another goodly proportioned bag of dispatch- 
es and letters ere long jooade its aj>pearance from the Raritan, 
and the night was spent in reading of the health, and the 
haj^iness, and the love of endeared ones. Such were the 
grateiul epistles received by myself — I hope they, were equal- 
ly acceptable, the many received by others. 

The next morning broke ; and its earliest beam, as it 
came over the sea, lighted up our decks, while the sound of 
*' up anchors ahoy !" was piped through the ship. The three 
frigates and the Falmouth were again soon to sea, stand- 
ing oa. a northerly course— the fVigates taking their places, 
the one on our larboard, th^ other on our starboard beam, 
in a Une wkh our front, while the Falmouth followed in our 
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wake. With the dusk of evening, the Falmouth was lost to 
the sight. No one expected the Falmouth to sail long in com- 
pany with us, unless the frigates should shorten sail for her ; 
and she was no more seen, until the point to which our coun^ 
was directed was nearly reached, when this ship was found 
to have made her way ahead of lis, and lay at anchor off 
Takoluta, the place of our destination, which she had 
reached twenty-four hours before us. 

TAKOLTJTA. 

The ships had come here for water. The French fleet, 
during their difficulties with the Mexicans, some few years 
since, resorted to this place for watering their ships. We 
lie off the shore, some two miles. The green foliage that 
extends quite down to the beach, and t|ie pro^le of the more 
distant mountains in the interior, together present a pleasing 
view to the eye, far more inviting, as contemplated from the 
sliip, than the sterile sand banks in the neighborhood of 
Vera Cruz. It is the tropical scenery over again — an old 
acquaintance of mine — the cocoa-nut ^ree, and bamboo, and 
the rich luxuriance of green, mellowing the view in the 
distance, but like many poetic objects, more beautiful oflen- 
tihres in the distance than at the liearer approach. 

The ships came to anchor on the 23d of- April. The next 
morning, with other officers, I visited the shore ; and was 
gratified with a ramble among green foliage, and to breathe, 
on tha ocean beach, with a free expanse of chest, which the 
Walls of a ship sometimes seem to forbid to the heaving lungs. 
The boat, on leaving the ship, was pulled some two miles, fo 
the narrow mouth of the Takoluta river, across which 
stretches a bar, and the breaker?, at this time unusually high, 
rolled quite athwart the passage. Lieutenant Brasher took 
command of the boat, as we reached near the entrance and 
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saw the rollers breaking aromid us. With an eye that was 
practiced in the critical circumstances of a boat's landing 
through the surf, he at once took in our position and gave 
bis orders. 

^ Look, to yourselves there, men ; and take care that you 
catch no crabs with your oars, as the surf breaks. Lay on 
your oars and beeur the blades above the water, as the rolle^ 
break," he cried, while the men continued to give way with 
a strong arm, and shot the boat still farther in towards ^e 
entrance of the river. 

" Let her run now, and lay on your oars'' — again cried 
the (^cer, as the boat^was borne in on the top of a mighty 
roller, which was now making its way from the outer sea into 
the Harrow pt^s of the river and over the shallow sands of 
the bar. In another moment, the heavy roller fell beneath 
its own weight, and dashed its foam, and froth, and fury, 
around our cutter, as if we were boiling in an immense 
caldron^; and the surge, on whose green back we had been 
borne, had now sunk beneath us in its treachery and left us 
to be ingulfed in the mad whirlpool of waters about us. 

^* Giveaway, men, give way !" again came from the 
officer, as another swell lifted the stern-sheets of the cutter, 
and the men again plied their oars, and shot the boat still 
further on, assisted by another careering billow, that still 
held itself together, as it rolled further in ; but, ere long, 
like its predecessor, broke, and lefl us amid a cataract of 
boiling waters, and nearly submerging our stem-sheets, as 
the surge put its curling lip over the stem of the boat, and 
more or less wet the officers in their places on the seats. 
Again the men lay on their bars, or applied them man- 
fully at the moment of safety ; and, after a few moments 
had passed, we were in smooth water, gliding up the mouth 
of the little river in safety and in cheer, having only damp- 
ened ourselves among the foam and spray of the breakers, 
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enough to give a hot sun the opportunity of dissipatmg the 
salt water from our well-sprinkled garhs. 

The boat ere kmg was beached, after we had gained a 
short distance up the river. A short walk took us to thid 
small GoUeotion of bamboo shantees, which compose this set- 
tlement of some two hundred persons. 

I passed through the place, receiving ready access tQ the 
houses, which are constructed of bamboos either split or whole, 
and generally smeared with mud, an4 whitewashed midway 
up from the ground to the thatched roof. There were few 
implements of comfort or utility presenting themselves, as I 
entered the different dwellings. Rough benches and a few 
chairs, made of wood and skins dried with the hair on, 
afforded seats for gtiests. The women were gently spoken-^ 
dressed with a petticoat, and a handkerchief affixed to the 
waist in front, with two comers tied on the back of the neck, 
thus covering the breast. Many of the children were naked, 
and many lof the elder mothers aAd fathers were less dressed 
on the day befoice I visited the shore. One peculiarity of 
furniture, in most of the houses, was a swinging hammock 
suspended from a bamboo above, and serving as a cradle for 
their babies. Should . they tumble out, their first landing 
would be upon the earth, the houses having no oiher floor- 
ing. 

I called on the Alcalde, a kind of magistrate of the set- 
tlem^nti and he gave his nephew the keys of the church, 
and directed him to accompany me, having understood that I 
would like to enter it. The church is also a bamboo build- 
ing, with its walls smeared with mud and straw inside and 
out, quite to the thatched roof. The principal and only orna- 
ment of the altar was a group of waxen images— one of the 
figures representing John the Baptist in the attitude of bs^- 
tizing the Saviour. The Baptist holds a scallop*sbell in hid 
right band, pouring the water on the SavioiuTi wfae is bendisg 
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before him; and in the other hand he holds a cross. 
A little anachronism I thought in the time of introducing the 
cross, as the Saviour, as yet, was not crucified, and it is rath- 
er probable that J(^ the Baptist did not bear with him a cross 
on the occasions of his baptisms. I asked the person who ac- 
companied me, if the second figure was intended to represent 
Jesus Christ; He said no, and insisted that it was a common 
mm (Mozo), which suggested to my mind to ask Kim who 
was Jesus Christ ? He replied, he did not know. But this 
is God, he said, taking a small image that stood on the front 
part of the altar, representing Christ upon the cross, with 
blood on his brow. I could hardly think that my attend- 
ant could be so entirely ignorant of the person of Jesus Christ, 
and I repeated the question, and received the same assurance, 
that he knew not who he was.- And were there any Bibles 
in the place, I asked ; could I find one ? ^< No,'' he replied, 
'' there was no Bible — there was no school. The priest came 
here once a year, and brought a Bible with him, (I doubt if 
this Mexican Indian did not mean the missal,) and he took it 
away with him again." Bu;t these people generally have a 
cross suspended about their necks, which, I suppose, the priest 
regards quite as good for them as a Bible, and yet more so. 
At l^ast, they could not read the Bible, if they had it ; and 
the cross, they think, will charm away all manner of evils. 
And though the priest comes here once a year, I was told 
that the people are married without any ceremonies of the 
church, if married at all ; a matter which seemed to be quite 
equivocal in the mind of my informant, as to very many of 
them who had numbers of children. 

I -took a sail up the river in a canoe with an Indian ; and 
had our ships remained at this anchorage a few days longer, I 
should have endeavored to make the passage of the river for 
some miles, to a'city, within a day's journey, called Papantla^ 
ooptaining some 8000 mhabitants. And not far from its 
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neighborhood, it is said, there are interesting antiquities, giv- 
ing a fair specimen of the developments made in other parts 
of Mexico, and showing that the ancient people of these re- 
gions were advanced in civilization and the arts to an extent 
of much interest to the antiquarian of this day, and-- of con- 
siderable architectural merit in the execution of some of their 
buildings. But after a bath from the Indian's canoe, and a 
swim in the fresh water stream, L again returned to the little 
bamboo village, and ere long to the frigate. 

Previously, however, to the coming off of the sundown 
boat, I took a stroll on the beach, east of the shantee settle- 
ment, and in full view of the different ships of the squadron, 
which lay off the shore, in their beauty and grandeur, as 
their masts, in their unrest, indicated the gentle ground- 
swell which moved their he&vy masses. But what is the 
mass of all the navies of the world on the bosom of the mighty 
ocean ? One swell of that heaving bosom, as sometimes it 
throws itself in some untold distress, would bury them all, 
unseen and afterward unheard o^ fkr down in its deep cham- 
bers ; and roll on its waves as before, and bear its sea-moan 
on the wing of the gale, and in the hoarse murmnr of the 
storm'. I love to roam on the beach, a single object on the 
lone and long shore, and hear the loud surf dash on the 
strand. Here, as I have elsewhere, I therefore strayed over 
the firm sand of the ocean's shore, and gathered shells from 
the beach, and other mementoes of a stroll alone, on such a 
day and at such an hour. There was one name, too, I wrote 
on the sand, with a pearl which I had found on the beach ; 
and I watched the in roll of the surf as it came, in succes- 
sive waves, and erased that name, as the broken roller passed 
over it and then again receded. Often have I — often do I 
write that name, when, alone, I thus roam on the sea shore ; 
and thus I watch it as it fades, in the sand, away. But my 
thoughts, as I stand alone on the beach, go up to heaVeOi 
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where the flown spirit dwells; and I think that the God 
whose hand spread out the ycust expanse of water, and holds 
the winds in his palm, and made earth and heaven in all their 
heauty and sublimity, hath stamped an immortali^ on the 
soul that may not pass away, but, in heaven, eternally shall 
live, and love, and be happy. 

The wardroom boat ere long shoved off from the frigate 
and neared the shore, crossed the breakers, and entered the 
mouth of the river. I had reached the point where the boat 
came to the shore ; and the officers having placed themselves 
in their seats, the cutter shoved off again, to meet the inroU 
of the breakers which seemed still higher to have augment- 
ed their proportions as they came in upon the ban I had 
watched the last watering-boat from the beach, as she went off 
to the ship, loaded with casks of water, and considered it a 
dai^rous adventure, thus, to tempt destruction to a boat's 
crew. But nothing daunted ourselves, the men shot the 
cutter ahead, and soon we were amid the foaming billows, as 
they broke around us. But the head of the boat was skill- 
fully kept perpendicular to the surge, as it came on to the 
rencounter, and broke and dashed by us, at times wetting us, 
and rendering the least deviation from the perpendicular to 
the roller as it came in, almost certain destruction. The 
men gave way upon their oars, as the commands of the offi- 
cer reached them successively, and we were still dadiing on, 
and were still met, and still dashed over with water, when 
a yet heavier roller came down upon us, and struck the 
bows of the boat as if it would stave her ; but she rebounded 
and raised her bows, while the water rolled in upon either 
side of the cutter, as the broken surge passed along the gun- 
wale of the boat and filled her, knee-deep, with its curved 
and foaming edge, as it bent over and into the boat ! It was 
a dangerous sea we then met and passed. It seemed the 
last, but there was one more. We rose upon it, and we glided 



152 THE BROAD BSNUANT 

over it ; and now, with thankful hearts, and drenched coats, 
and wet feet, we were beycmd the surf, on a sea thi^ broke 
not, though the swell rose high ; and the boat, like a coik on 
the mimic wave, rose and fell, as we crossed the swell, and, 
ere Icmg, gained the good frigate Cumberland. A cup of tea 
was awaiting us, which, with the agreeable chat of the mess 
table, rendered us agtdn comfortable, after a ramble that 
made fatigue the precursor of welcome rest, and rest the con* 
tibutor of a yet more ihvig(»rated system. 

This pcHnt of Takoluta is made a rendezvous Ibr smug- 
gling, at times, the captains of vessels giving the custom-house 
officer some half the amount of the duty prqper, and he putting 
as much, and only as much, of this half pay into the treasury 
as he may please. 

On Saturday morning, the 25th, the surf s^ breaking on 
the bar at the mouth of the river, so as to. render the crossing 
of boats for watering the ships dangerous, the squadron i^ain 
went to sea. It was sooner than was expected. Only one 
day had been spent in conveying water to the Cumberland. 
But there were indications of a norther, and we were on a lee 
shpre. Signals were made from the Cumberland to the other 
ships to prepare for sailing, and ere long they were all on their 
return course to the dd^nchorage of Sacrii^ios. Having had 
a i^easure sail of several days — ^gaining an airing-— chang- 
ii^ the scene— and proving that the Flag Ship is rather the 
best sailor of the squadron, we are now again along side 
the John Adams, which ship we left here at anchor. Our 
squadron is thus increased by the addition of the Raritan, 
while the ships, lying yet more neighborly in their places off 
Saorifieios^ await further orders, for Miother movement — per- 
hi^ an attadc on the Castle— or any other duty which the 
Govemment at home may deem it the squadron'a duty to 
perform* 
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SALUTE ON LOUIS PHILIPPE^S BIKTHDAT, MAT 1, 1846. 

The French hark-of-war, this morningy dressed herself 
out in her gaudiest colors of bunting. The flags streamed 
from eyery spar of the ship, and presented an abundance 
of stripes, and spots, and crosses, declaring some gala-day 
of the French people. This day was the birthday of the 
king of the French. At 8 o'clock, all the ships at the 
anchorage ran up French colors to the foremast head, and 
their own flags at the main and mizzenmast, in compliment to 
the day. It is usual, in naval etiquette, for all vessels lying in 
company to notice the national days of other nations, when 
a war-ship of any particular nation, in company, observes 
the day herself. Such is the scene presetted to-day. The 
Spaniards vie with the American squadron in the compli- 
ment to Louis Philippe, and the English ship also throws 
out the French colors. The" whole fleet looks gayly in the 
display of a multitude of beautiful and gaudy bunting. As 
the 8 o'clock bells were struck, and the ships' £ags were 
thrown out on the morning breeze, the French ship fired her 
nat^ional salute of twenty-one guns. She was followed by 
the Spaniard. But our ships and the English sloop delayed 
Uieir compliment until 12 o'clock, meridian. The French 
ships fire three salutes on the birthday of the king ; one in 
the morning, another at meridian, another at sundown. But 
as the first gun of the French ship boomed over the water at 
noon, our own ships also commenced their fire ; and the 
Spaniards and English at the same moment added their 
twenty ^(Hie guns, which together presented a scene of great 
grandeur and sublimity. Each of otir ships fired her 
twenty 'one guns ; and as gun succeeded gun, and blended 
their reports, and - smoke, and flame, the squadron pre- 
sented a fine display of a fleet engagement, without its 
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blood. Ere long, the more than one hundred guns fired 
from the different ships at the anchorage ceased, and the 
smoky cloud drifted to the leeward, and again lefl the gayly- 
robed fleet distinct to the view, while silence, deep as before, 
brooded on the scene suround. But, when the sun began to 
recu^h his evening decline, though his rays still sent back his 
crimson beams on the floating clouds, and the squadron made 
it sundown, the French ship again threvir out from her broad 
side the flame, and the smoke, and the noise of twenty-one 
cannon, while the Spaniards' loud pieces added their thun- 
der to the report that w^nt over the sea. The evening hour 
added interest to the final salute, as the flames from the 
mouths of the cannon we^e rendered more dbtinct, and gave 
an exhibition of the fearful destruction that those same noisy 
pieces could and would do, if, in anger and strife, they were 
pointed at each other. Again all was still. The flags 
throughout the fleet, in unison, had fallen to the decks and 
gathered to their stoppers, to remain in their place until some 
other occasion of strife, or signal, or holiday-slu)w shall 
throw theii* folds once more to the breeze. Peace, then to 
thee, Louis Philippe, king of the French, and an honorable 
destiny to thy worthy family ! Thou hast presented to the 
world a commendable example of domestic harmony, and a 
well-trained offspring, that now do honor to thy gray hairs ; 
and doubtless shall cause thy last hour to godown as the re- 
splendent sunset this day, in an eflulgence ef glorious, and 
beautiful, and peaceful light. 

> 

SHIPS AGAIN UNDER WAY. 

The captains of the different ships w^re on board the Cum- 
berland last evening, and afler their departure, there seemed 
to be a general stir in the squadron, as if something was in the 
wind, and some movement of the ships would soon take plaoe. 
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The officers b^an to talk about expeditions in boats for cut- 
ting out Mexican steamers and other vessels — perhaps, we 
were going to Pensacola — ^perhaps, we designed to move the 
squadron from near Vera Cruz to an anchonge off the river 
Bravo del Norte to co-operate with Greneral Taylor's army, 
upon whom there were rumors that the Mexicans, with con- 
siderable reinforcements gathering at Matamoras, designed to 
make an attack, if they had not' already done it« Paredes 
had issued a proclamation, declaring that he could not, by 
the constitution, declare war against the North Americans, 
hut he could repel invasion ; and the time was come to do 
that, as the Mexican territory had been invaded ; and he 
should take upon him, without delay, to repel the enemy. 
A person standing on the poop-deck of the Cumberland could 
see different indications, which j)r(^osticated some move- 
ment, without much delay, by the squadron. Some one or 
two men had crept out upon the lower yards of the Potomac. 
The tacks and sheets were discoverable as rising, in a coil, 
to the tops, and were now shackled, having been unshack- 
led during the frigate's rest at anchor, for the easier exer- 
eise of the sails in loosing and furling. And boats, occasion-' 
ally, were passing from ship to ship. The Falmouth's launch 
seemed to be about to take an additional supply of water, from 
some of the vessels of the squadron, which indicated to the 
knowing ones that she would be left behind. Thus passed 
the latest hours of the day ; and the crimson sun, deeper than 
ever, in his red dyes, went down, a prognostic of war and 
blood, leaving our ships yet sleeping at their moorings, and 
the gentlemen of the wardroom discussing the chances and 
the probabilities of reaping glory ; of living through the 
fight ; or of being borne to the rest of a soldier's grave, or 
left uncovered on the field. Yet all were eager for the op- 
portunity to engage in some military expedition whioh should 
have excitement about it. Danger, however much it may 
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exkt, is a c(»isideration that deters not from action, if it in- 
deed is ever dreamed of, by young getitlemen of the profes- 
sion, who gather around the ward-room table of a noble man- 
of-war.. The night passed away, and some dreamed of one 
thing, doubtless ; and others of other things, doubtless ; and 
I, of my blessed boy, in his happiness ^nd health. But the 
earliest beam of day broke on our crew as they were wind- 
ing in the iron cables of the frigate ; and the other vessels 
of the squadron, except the Falmouth, were following our ex- 
ample. The sea breeze ere long, as the sun went up on his 
tireless course,' came in ; and that bright orb, as early as 
his tenth hour of the day, saw our squadrcm under way, and 
standing directly in, on the course to the Castle of San Juan 
de UUua, though our design was to get to sea by the inner 
passage, which would take us near and in full view of the 
city and the fortifications of Vera Cruz. In the present state 
of afiairs between the Mexican government and the United 
States, there mfust have been an apprehension, on the part of 
the occupants of the Castle, that we were standing down to lay 
the ships along side the fortification, and to bombard it, with 
the intention of taking this strong-hold of the Mexican forces* 
But we veered off to seaward, and went out through the 
reefs, in beautiful order^ each ship following our. motions 
and coming on in our wake ; and, all together, presenting a 
beautiful exhibition of five war-ships, sailing in unison and 
company. Our course was north, with a little westing, the 
breeze stiffening, and the ships careering finely over the blue 
surges, as they defl them, and bounded on their way — whith- 
er ? This still remained with most of the officers a matter 
of conjecture. But, with fine breezes, that -enabled us to 
measure a long line, by the log, during each twenty-four 
hours, we found ourselves, afler a few days' run, off the 
mouth of the Brcmo dtl Norte, the assumed boundary on the 
south of the United States, which the govenunenti in the an- 
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nexation of Texas, seem determined to maintain as the line 
that shall mark the division between Mexico and her lately 
rebellious and troublesome province. 

The advocates of Texas, in their anxieties for uniting 
her destinies to the Union, have deemed it a measure that 
should cost nothing but a few words, in the shape of enact- 
ments, in congress assembled at Washington. But the devel- 
opment is yet to be made. The Mexicans may be a people 
which the U. S. Government may affect to despise, in their 
apparently low ebb of power, and internal dissensions, and 
the poverty of their treasury. But the love of country 
glows at least in the speeches of their chief men, and 
loud indignation towards their neighbors of the north. The 
United States Minister has been sent home, the great unac- 
knowledged. An army has been gathered on the frontier of 
the Mexican boundary ; and battle and blood may be nearer 
at hand than the peaceful speech-makers suppose, who seem 
to think war an impossibility, with so grand a nation as the 
great and powerful United States. Great and powerful the 
United States most surely are. And a people, too, blessed 
in their public institutions, and domestic resources, and pri- 
vileges, far beyond most other people of the earth. But 
there is a retributive justice, which the hand of heaven some- 
times metes out, on nations as well as on individuals. And 
if we will remain a great and happy people, it behooves the 
rulers of our nation, in our legislative councils, to pursue 
the line of justice and morals. The ill-fated Mexico is 
at this moment lying beneath the frown of the Eternal, it 
would seem, for the high-handed course which their pro- 
genitors pursued in subjugating a peaqeful and apparently 
an innocent and happy people. And under the apology of a 
hateful system of religion, misnamed the Christian, with the 
cross of the merciful and tender-hearted Jesus as the emblem 
borne on their standards, they sacrificed thousands and hun- 
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dreds of thousands of the population, while trampling the 
rightful possessors of the country under their feet as their 
conquerors, and beneath their still severer cruelties as the in- 
qui^tors of the Church. The destiny of a people, so offend- 
ing, seems to me to be legibly written, in the indistinct but 
certain loomings up of the onward in the future of their his- 
tory ; and that destiny is — dismemberment and cessation 
TO BE ! May our own government take warning, and let 
justice and moderation attend on her counsels. 
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SECTION V. 

BATTLE OF THE BRAVO DEL NORTE. 

Thus had I written, and thus was I ending the preceding 
section, while our fleet was anchoring off the Brazos de San- 
tiago or the Arms of Saint James — a few miles north, and 
in full view of the mouth of the Rio Bravo del Norte. We 
had been at anchor but a few moments, when the news 
spread through the ship that hostilities, if not already com- 
menced, could not long be delayed ; and that a small party 
of our troops had been surprised and taken. The U. S. brig 
LawrcQce. was lying off the mouth of the Bravo del Norte, 
blockading the river, and her captain, Commander Mercer, 
was already aboard of us,^ and detailed the news. A vessel 
had been dispatched to Vera Cruz for our squadron, and our 
arrival was most opportune. Had it been on the evening 
previous, we should have found General Taylor, with most 
of his army, at Point Isabel, which he had left the afternoon 
before our arrival, which was on Friday morning, the 8th of 
May. This Point Isabel is a fortification, constructed by 
General Taylor for the reception of his army, on his vacat- 
ing his encampment at Corpus Christ!, and for a depot for 
the provisions of " The Army of Occupation," having ad- 
vanced by order of the Grovemment to the river Bravo as the 
southern boundary between Mexico and Texas, that lone 
star, which yet is destined to make many a heart lonelier 
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still in the bereavements which the fortunes and the incidents 
of war bear in their desolation and havoc to the widowed and 
the orphan. This point is in full view of our ships, but some 
five miles from them, projecting into the lagoon or lake, which 
is a beautiful body of water, entered from the sea by a nar- 
row pass, called the ^Brazos de Santiago, or Arms of St. 
James.* A small steamer was soon discovered coming out 
to us, through this narrow pass, from the lagoon, and 
also, a small boat, which, ere long, hailed us, saying 
that an officer from the fortification at Point Isabel wished 
to speak to the Commodore ; and soon a boat sent from 
the frigate to the sail-boat, brought him aboard of us. 
His long beard would have graced the chin of the profound^ 
est Turk ; and it seemed not so much out of keeping with 
the times here, hr they find us amid the associations of a bor- 
der war, and on Texas groundis, with the sound of cannon 
from the battle-field, just booming on our ears. Indeed, be- 
fore this officer had left the frigate, the report of artillery 
came off to us, distinct and frequent, awaking the greatest 
interest on boai^, and an eagerness of solicitude for all the 
intelligence that could be communicated. The amount of 
this intelligence was, that General Taylor had lefl Point 
Isabel the preceding evening, with a large train of baggage- 
wagons, laden with provisions for the army, and attended 
by the main body of his forces, amounting to about 
twenty-five hundred men. He had, a few days previously, 
lefl his entrenchments on the north bank of the Rio Bravo 
del Norte, opposite Matamoras,* where he had constructed 
a fortification, and committed it to a force of five hun- 
dred men for its defence, while, with his main force, he 
marched back to Point Isabel, for provisions for his army. 
The Mexicans, it was known, had collected in considerable 

*^ See the Frontispiece. 
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force nt Matamorasy amounting, it was supposed, to the num- 
ber of 7000 men. And when Greneral Taylor had taken up 
his line of march but for a short distance from his encamp, 
ment opposite Matamoras for. Pdnt Isabel, the Mexicans at 
Matamoras opened their fire upon the Amenoan .fortification. 
This cannonading was heard by General Taylor as he ccoi- 
tinned his march, white it awakened his anxiety to the 
highest pitch for the safety of this force of 500 men, which 
he had left for the defence of the entrenchment. Whether 
it had fallen or not, it was now difficult for him to ascertain, 
as the majn force of the Mexicans had crossed the. rivei^ 
soon after he had taken up his line of march, that they might 
cut c^ bis return^ and by a sudden attack, with their over- 
whelming numbers, dei^roy the American army. In this 
emergency, a dragoon of General Taylor's army, well 
mounted, undertook to'ascertdn if the American fortifica* 
tion opposite Matamoras atiU held out. If it did notylmt had 
been forced .to capitulate. General Taylor felt his position to 
be such^ that he would not attei^pt to move back until he 
should be reinforcedt But this courageous horseman, final- 
ly, after periling his lifo, and n)aking jmany narrow escapes, 
came back to General Taylor, who ha4 now reaohed Point 
Isabel, with the acoefitable intelligence, th€U the fort still 
maintained its hold, and had silenced the Mexican batteries 
at Matiunoras. Thus relieved and encouraged, General Tay- 
lor, on Thu3Psday evening, the 7th of May^ cooMnenced his 
inarch back from Point Isabel, with his heavy trion of bag- 
gage-wagons, and all the available force he eodld command, 
after leaving a ^onaU body of troops for the defence of Point 
Isabel, where the provisions for the arqay* were in depot. 
His force now mustered about 2100 inen> 9n whom he felt he 
could fully rely ; but it was still a small armyi, to meet a body of 
Mexicans, presumted to be six or seven thousand strong, and 
well equipped, with artillery, and a body of a thousand cavalry 

8 
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or lancers. Thus he left the fortification at Point Isabel, 
and advanced some six miles that night and encamped. No 
farther news had been heard of General Taylor. Our 
ships had been anxiously looked for, and needed for the de- 
fence of this pdint, In case of an attack. There was evi- 
dently a deep feU soUcitude for General Taylor and his 
army, it being deemed very certain, that he would be met 
by the Mexics^ foroes, with an attempt on their part to out 
iiim off; and if successful against the main body of General 
Taylor's army, ati attack on the fort of Isabel was a certain 
consequence, and the greatest disaster would thus overwhelm 
the American army. 

Such was the feeling, at this moment of ot^r arrival at 
this anchorage, a day or two sQcmer than was expected, as 
the boat dispatched for us, had not had time to reach Sacri- 
ficios, to communicate the intelligence of Greileral Taylor's 
critical position. This news of the situation and l^r for 
the army had not long been communicated on board ship, be- 
fore the report of artillery was distinctly heard in the direc- 
tion where General Taylor's army, it was presumed, at this 
moment, would be found. The firing continued — at times, 
loudei^ and quicker — and now, the smoke rose in clouds, dis- 
tinctly on the view. The land spreading from Point Isabel 
to Matamoras over which the march lies, is an extensive 
plain ; and the prevailing conviction on board the ships, was, 
that this point, from which rose up the pillars of smoke, was 
(he field of hatUei some twelve miles distant ; and that Gren- 
oral Taylor had there been met by all the Mexican forces. 
The fate of the day, which could not yet be told, was now 
to be awaited, with anxiety and the greatest solicitude. In- 
deed, as the hours advanced, the reports of cannon seemed 
to be yet more distinct, and yet more near, and the volumes 
of smoke yet more dense, and receding nearer towards our- 
selves and Point Isabel ; and if General iTaylor's army 
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was indeed retreating, we conld fancy we beard, the repeat- 
ed and rapid dischargee of artiltery, and the successive vol- 
leys of musketry, as the rear guard covered the retreat. I 
have seldom seen greater sympathy and ingenuous solicitude 
lined on the faces of a collection of officers, than were now 
traced in the features of numbers, gathered on the poop-deck 
of the Cumberlcmd. Everyone seemed to feel that they 
would hasten to the rescue, and add their feree to the army, 
in its critical circumstaooes. ^^ lean land 250 men in fifteen 
moMes^* said one of the captains of one of the smaller 
ships of the squadr<H). Other ships could send their comple- 
nent ; and had the orde^r come, every heart woi|ld have leaped 
ixst the shore, and volunteers have amounted to more than 
Uie ships could spare. The order, before the sun went down, 
did come, to land a number of the ships' crews, with all 
the marine guard of the squadron, to give defence at the en- 
campment'" at Point Isabel, should it be needed. A steamer 
came ofiT, and the ^tk^ boats teok the- men to the steamer- 
all being enthusiastic for the expedition. And when the 
niRnber selected for the shore had all been safely embarked 
lk)m the ships to the steamer, the boat put her wheels in mo- 
tfen and r&unded by the stem of the Cumberland. The 
lemainder of the crew, still aboard the ship, as the steamer 
approached us, were ordered to lay aloft, <* to cheer ship."f 
Nor had the order fallen from the lips of the officer of the 
deck) before the shroudsof the frigate were literally covered 
by our men, with their faces. outward. 

" Stand by,'* tjried the Lieutenant — " Cheer away !" and 
a vdome of voices was sent over the waters, as the men 
swung their hats above their heads, and gave the three times 
hurrah to their leaving shipmates and comrades. The frigate 

• At this time, the recently constructed fortification at Point Isabel 
hud not received its name — since, called Fort Folk, 
t See Frontispiece. 
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Raritan, at our windward, watefaiog our rootioas, had also 
sent her men to the rattlings, and their voices joined in. with 
the loud echo of a thousand hurrahs, which sent a thrill 
honae to the heart,, such as hardly aught else of earth may 
equal, as hack came the three cheers of the mass of mea 
now crowding the decks, ahove and below, of the steamer, 
and told the enthu»asm, and the excitement, and the subli- 
mity of the moment! Onward the steamer went, bearing 
these heroes, in imagination at least, and in reality, if the 
opportunity should present for displaying their deeds^ even 
to a recklessness before any oppo^og enemy. , Without ac- 
cident, they were soon disembarked, at the encampment ea 
Point Isabel. 

But^till came down on the ed' thpse distant reports of 
cannon, and the volnmes of smoke ro^ as before ; while the 
men in the tops, as evening drew nigh, affirmed, that the 
successive flashes of the field-pieces could be seen, and the 
smoke rolling up at each discharge on the distant field. But 
as the sun went down, the reports of the distant field^pieces 
and musketry, if the latter were heard, ceased ; and the 
stillness of nigb^ with its ast^l hush of a war-ship, held the 
scene, while the imagination dwelt on the fi^ld of blood, 
^hich no one doubted, daring the d^y had been yielding up 
its victims to the havoc and the barbi^rous massacre of war. 
This was Friday, the eighth of May. Saturday was passed 
without aqy further information from the army ; ^nd during 
the day no guns were heard, iipiess it was an oocai»on«l re- 
port that seemed doubtfully to re8u>h the ear. No stragglers 
had come into the fort at Point Isabel, from which all aeemed 
Xo argue that General Taylor's army had not been defeated.; 
and hope strengthened, as each hour advanced, thai the Gren- 
eral had succeeded in cutting his wfiy through the Mexican 
forces, and had reached his camp which he had lefl opposite 
Matamoras, on the first of May. 
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The hour had reached near suadown ; the «ky had been 
clear, and look-outs from the mizzen-tops had reported every 
sign of moving beings and animals that the glaisses could make 
out over the level country, which could be contemplated for 
many miles in the interior. I had myself spent a good 
deal of the morning in the mizzen-top, from which two com- 
panies of men had been seen, at one time, moving with bag. 
gage-wagons, evidently Mexicans, ttad also a drove of cat- 
tie of eonaiderable number, ranging the field, but apparently 
under the care of people who were driving them to the 
south. But the sun still delayed the hour of his final depar- 
ture, while be yet vvas sinking hat in the horizon of the 
west, when, as a few officers still occupied the poop-deck of 
the frigate, and with eyes Uiat often turned towards a flag* 
staff on the shore, a signal was seen suddenly to optxk on the 
BIT ; and as the glasses eagerly read it, the welcome intolli* 
g^ftoesaid: 

^ TbBBB has BBEN an BNSAGpiCBlfT AKD THB AlilBI- 
OAN ABUT HAS BEEN SUCOSSSFUL !" 

Every cme breathed more freely, and congratulated each 
crther en th^ intelligence. The look of solicitude for the ^te 
of our land ferces wcus suceeeded by a gratified assuranoe of 
the fluceess of our arms, and a generous eulogy ob Grenerai 
Taylor and his army burst from tverf Uj^* But the particu- 
lars were yet unknown ; and whether General Taylor had 
made his way through the Mexican feroe&to his camp or 
only had*" hekl his ground, we could not learn duripg the 
j»ght. And whatever had been the succesM of the United 
States army^ it was certain that great havoc must haze re* 
suited durii^ k battle between two armies, earned on 4 
without intercessioB for so many hours, a^d "with such unin- 
terrupted suceesskm of firing- of artilleiry. And while we 
yet anx^sly waited the intelUgenoe on Sunday evemng, 
auoth^ signal from akom deetered that amathar hfl^ had 
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leenfimghU ond ogam the American arms were triumphant t 
A boat was dispatched to the fiag*staff oa shore for the par- 
ticulars. They came, and they were the most gratifying ia 
their details of complete success to our own troops, and to 
the entire routing' jof the Mexican forces. 

General Taylor, it was said, having left die encampment 
at Point Isabel, on Thursday afternoon, marched about six 
miles that evening, and encamped with his array for the 
night. In the morning, he todc up his line of march, retrac- 
ing the same route by which he had marched to Point Isabel. 
While thus advancing Awards his encampme^ oppoMte 
Matamonw, he had sucdeeded in reaching forward with his 
train about seven miles further; when, as he had been 
hourly expecting it, he was met by the Mexican forces, 
drawn up, with their front occupying a small entc^ichment 
thrown up by GeiMral Taylc^r himself, on his march down 
to Point Isabel. Greneral Taylor continued to advance, un- 
til the two armies confronted eadi other at a distance for the 
successful action of their artillery. The battle commenced 
and continued ta rage for hours, carrying destruction into 
the ranks of each army. With the shades of night the fight 
ceased, and the veil of darkness was thrown over the field of 
blood — the wounded, the dying, and the dead. Greneral 
Taylor encamped cm H^e field which he had occupied. The 
Mexicans showed a large body of laneers in the laorBing ; 
and General Taylor again ofiered battle to the Mejican 
army ; but they retired, and both armies seemed willing for 
a moment to rest, and bury their dead. But, during the 4ay, 
G^eral Taylor again took up his line of march, now leav- 
kig his baggage-train behind, with a small guard, and ad- 
vancing, it is supposed, with about 190Q men, and ere Icmg 
came up with the Mexican forces at a point where they had 
selected tbdr own position, and where General Taylor ex- 
pected to find them advantageoosly postMU The battle was 
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now renewed with greater desperation. It was ihe action 
which should decide for the glory of the two armies, and the 
military fame of the campaign. Should the Mexican army 
triumph, no matter what were their superior nunihers, it 
would he a'^defeat to the. American arms^ and the results of 
that defeat would ad^ glory and encouijagement to the Mex- 
ican army, as the news should spread through the Mexican 
repuhlic, and prohahly enable the government to increase 
their forces to any desirable numbers. On tl^ contrary, if 
the American arms gained a victory, with such odds against 
them, the die would be cast, the Mexican army be dispersed, 
with little expectation of its being again concentrated, the peo- 
ple discouraged, and the glorious trivmpk of such a victory at 
such a momentf being the first battle fought when the eyes of 
the two nations, as well the motions of England and France, 
and the Southern Reputdics were looking on, would assure all 
that the army of llie United States would be equal to any 
emergency with its augmented forces, when so unequal a 
force, opposed to a well equipped body of Mexican troops, 
thrice their number, could rout, and had routed, and entirely 
defeated them on a field, in fkir engagement, and in positions 
of their own, selecUon. And thus shall these two battles of 
the Rio Bravo del Norte be recorded as brilliant achiev- 
ments by this army of occupation. And it hast justly sur- 
prised one of the principal Mexican Generals, who is now a 
prisoner to the American arms, how such a result has been 
accomplished. 

The Mexican army haying been thus entirely roiited, 
and falling back. General Taylor took up his encampment 
for the night, some two miles below his fortification opposite 
Matampras, but in full and free communication with it. And 
such was the panic which the defeat of the Mexican army 
had created, it is said that Greneral Taylor might have 
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crossed the river that night, and without opposition have 
occupied Matainoras. 

The reports as to the number killed and wounded, gq 
either side, will be variously stated. The most jNrohable 
estinmte is, that the Mexicans lost 1200 wounded and killed* 
The American forces lost 130. Among the dead, Major 
Brown, one of the most accomplished officers of the whole 
army, fell while defending the American entrenchment, 
opposite Matamoras. Three others were killed by the many 
round shot and shells which the Mexicans threw into this 
£>rtification. 'M^jor Ringgold, who has been returned wid^ 
others, wounded, to Point Isabel, is also dead ; . and many--^ 
how many sleep in their unnoted graves, on that field of 
blood and death ! And while oor hearts rejoice over die 
success of the American anps, it is an exultation over the 
very graves of hundreds dead ! And may God, if a right- 
eous God may be invoked above a field of such havoc, and 
desolation, and death, help the widow and the orphan, whom 
those two days' doings and strife have left with broken and 
desolate hearts ! 

I enter not, here, on a disquisition, astothe justice of this 
war. Had our forces remained on the north side of the river 
Nueces, Mexico, I think, would have had nothing of which 
justly to complain. Her province of Texas had become 
independent. Texas had, for years, maintained her inde^ 
pendence ; and other nations had entered into treaties widi 
her, after they had acknowledged that independence. And 
Mexico herself had made a prbpositipn to Texas, guarantying 
that maintained independence, on certain omditions. Bot 
there is a large space of country between the river Ntie<3e8, 
formerly regarded as the southern boundary of T^xub, and 
the Rio Bravo del Norte. It had been a wise policy, doubt- 
less, in the Mexican government, to have allowed the United 
States possession of this boundary of the Bravo> on the south. 
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and received from them an equivalent, and bound them by- 
treaty, to advance no further. But they have not done it. 
And, just or unjust, the United States have taken up their 
position on the Bravo del Norte, and there, they will hence- 
forward maintain their boundary. There is no power in the 
arm of Mexico to. withstand the approach of the northern 
Republic, at least to this point. And now, Mexico will 
probably further lose California, without an equivalent, 
which she might, by negotiation, have secured to herself. It 
will be well for the people of the United States, that they yet 
adhere to the dictates of justice, rather than power ; and in 
the negotiEttiotts that yet must come, to act with a conscience 
that can appeal to the God of nations, for the equity of their 
demands. 



GENERAL TAYLOR's OFFICIAL REPORTS. 

General Taylor having made his reports to the Depart- 
ment, I shall here appropriately insert these official papers — 
brief, and modest, and characteristic of this braye aud now 
universally eulogized leader of the American arms. I 
commence with his dispatch, written at the moment of his 
starting with his main force, on his return march from Point 
Isabel to his entrenchments opposite Matamoras. 



BATTLES OF PALO ALTO AKD RESACA DE LA PALM A. 

HliiD QUARTKRS, ArMT OP OCCUPATION, ) 

Point Isabel, Teiu, May 7, 1846. ( 

Si& : I respevtrally report that I shall inarch this day with the main body of the 
army, to open a commnoication with Major Brown, and throw forward supplies of ord- 
nance apd provisions. If the enemy oppose my march, in whatever force, I shall fight 
him. Occasional gons are heig^ in Uie direction Of Malamoras, showing that every thing 
is right in that quarter. 

Yesterday the recmits nnder Lieutenant McPhail arrived here. Afler filing np the 
companies of the permanent garrison, (A 1st art'y and G 4th art'y) the remainder of the de- 
tachment, with its officers, was placed ohder Major Munroe's orders, to assist in the de- 
fence of the depot. The men are yet too raw to take the field, Oiouch efficient for gani- 
•on defence. They will be permanently as»igned as soon as practici^le. 

The four companies <^the first infantry are honriy expected, and will be a leasonable 
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leinforoenient. The fint ihipment of volanteen from New OiieMM mmy ako aoon be 

lodged for. Tbeir arrival will enable me to open the river and free our commanicationi. 

I am, sir, voy rwpectfully, yoar obedient servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Brevet Brindier GeaenJ U. S. A* CkHn'g. 
The AiKiiTTiifT Gkhkral of the Army, Washington,!). C. 



Hkap Q,uartsrs, Armt or Occupation, ) 
Camp at Palo Alto, Texas, May 9, 1846. ( 

Sir : I have the honor to report that 1 was met n^ar this plaoe vesteidayj on my mardi 
from Point Isabel, by the Mexican forces, and after an action of about five hoan dis- 
lodged them from their potition, and encamped upon the field. Oar artillery, consisting 
of two eighteen-povnders and two light batteries, was the arm chiefly engaged, and to the 
eicellent manner in which it was maa<Bnvred and served, b oor sncceas main^ dne. 

The strength of the enemy is believed to have been about six thousand men, with 
•even pieces of artillery and e^t hundred cavalry. His loss is probaUy at least one hun- 
dred killed. Our strength did not exceed all told twenty-three hundred, while our loss was 
comparative! V Uiffing — ^fonr men killed, three ofilcers and tbiity-seven men wounded, sev- 
eral of the latter mortally. I r^ret to say that Major Ringgold, 3d artillery, and Capt. 
Pace, 4th infantry, are severely wounded. Lieutenant Lather, 2d artillery, slightly so. 

The enemy has fdlen back, and it is believed has repassed the river, i have advanced 
parties now thfown forward in his direction, and shall move the main body immediately. 

In the haste of this first report, I can only say that the officers and men behaved iq 
the most admirable manner throughout the action. I shall have the ]rfeasnre of making 
a more detailed report when those of the different commanders shall be received. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Brevet Brigadier General U. S. A. Com'g. 
The Adjutant GcNKRiiL U. S. Army, Washington, D. C. 



^ 



Head Quarters. Army of Occupation, 
Camp at Reiaca de la Palma, 3 miles from Matamoras, 
10 o'clock, p. M. May 9, 1846. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that I marahed with the main body of the army at 
3 o'clock to-day, having previously thrown forward a body of light infantry into the for- 
est, which covers the Matamoras road. When near the spot where I am now encamped, 
m^ advance discovered that a ravine crossing ihe road had been occupied by the enemy 
with artillery. I immediately ordered a battery of field artillery to sweep the position, 
flanking and sustaining it by the 3d, 4th, and 5th regiments, deployed au skirmishers to 
the right and left. A heavy fire of artillery and musketry was kept up for some time, 
until finally the enemy's batteries were carried in succession by a squadron of dragoons 
and the regiments of infantry that were on the grpund. He was soon driven from his 
position, and pursued by a squadron of dragoons, hattalion of artillery, 3d infantry, and 
a liffht battery, to the river. Our victory has been complete. Eight pieces of artillery, 
with a great quantity of ammunition, three standards, and some one hundred prisoners, 
have been taaen ; amone the latter General La Vega, and several other officers. One 
General is undentood to have been killed. The enemy has recrossed the river, and I am 
sure will not again molest us on this bank. 

The loss of the enemy in killed has been most severe. Onr own has been rwv heavy, 
and I deeply reeret to report that Lieut. Inge, 2d dragoons, Lieut. Cochrane, 4th infkn- 
try, and Lieut. Chadbourne, 8th infantry, were killed on the field. Lieut. Col. Payne, 4th 
artillery, Lieut. Col. Mclnt^h, Lieut. l3obbins, 3d infantiy, Capt, Hooe, and Lieut. Fow- 
ler, 5th infantry, and Capt Montgomery, Lieuts. Gates, Selden, McClay, Burbank,/and 
Jordan, 8th intantry , were wounded. The extent of our loss in kiUed and wounded is not 
yet ascertained, and is reserved for a more detailed report. 

The affair of to-day may be r^arded as a proper supplement to the cannonade of yester- 
day ; and the two taken together, exhibit the coolness and gallantry of our officers and 
men in the most favorable light. All have done their duty, and done it ncbly. It will be 
my pride, in a more drcumstantial report of both actions, to dwell upon particular instan- 
oei of individual distinction. 

It affords me particular pleasure to report that the field woA opposite Matamoros hai 
■nstained itself handsomely during a cannonade and bombardment of 160 hours. But the 
^asnre is alloyed with profound r^et at the loss of its heroic and indomi^alde commander. 
Major Brown, who died to-day from the eilectrof a shell. His loss would be a severe one 
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to the lervice at uiy time, bnt to the army nnder my orders, it is indeed irreparable. One 
officer and one non-commissioned officer killed, and ten men woonded, comprise all the 
casualties incident to this severe bombardment. 

I inadvertently omitted to mention the capture of a large number of pack mules left in 
the Mexican camp. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z.TAYLOR, 
Brevet BrUadier GenenQ U. S. A. Com'g. 
The Adjutaitt Gxmkral of the Army, Washington, D. C. 



Orders No. 59. 



Head CIuartbrs, Army or OcctrpATioir, } 
Resaca de la Palma, May 11, 1843. S 

. 1. The Commanding Greoeral congratulates the Army under his command upon the 
signal success which has crowned its recent operations against the enemy. The coolness 
and steadiness of the troops during the actios of the 8th, and the brilliant impetuosity with 
which the enemy's position and artillery were carried on the 9th, have displayed tlie best 
qualities of the American soldier. To every officer and soldier of his command, the Gene- 
ral^ publicly returns his thanks for the noble manner in which they have sustained the honor 
of the service and t^the country. While themain body of the army has been thus active- 
ly emnlnyed, the garrison left opposite Matamoras has rendered no less distinguished ser- 
vice, by sustaining a severe cannonade and bombardment for many successive days. The 
army and the country, while justly rejoicing in this triumph of our arnu, will deplore the 
loss of many brave officers and men, yyho fcdl gallantly in tne hour of combat. 

2. It being necessary for the Commanding General to visit Point Isabel on public busi- 
ness, Col. Twiggs will assume command of the corps of the army near Matamoras, includ- 
ing the garrison of the field work. He will occupy tbe former Unes of the army, making 
such dispositions for defence and for the comfort of his command, as be may deem advisa- 
ble. He will hold himself strictly on tbe defennve, until the return of the Commanding 
General. 

By order <^ Brigadier General Taylor , 

W. W. J. BLISS, 
Acting Adjutant General 

Head Quarters, Army or OcctrrATioif, \ 
Point Isabel (Texas), May 12, 1846. ) 

Sir : I am making-a hasty visit to tiiis place, for the purpose of having an interview with 
Commodore Conner, whose squadron is now at anchor on the harbor, and arranging with 
him a combined movement up the river. I avail myself of the brief time at my command, 
to report that the main body of the army is now occupying its former position opposite Ma- 
tamoras. The Mexican forces are already disoi^anized, and I shall luse no time in invobt- 
ing Matamoras, and opening the navigation of tbe river. 

I regret to report that Major Ringgold died the morning of the 11th inst. of the severe 
wounds received in the action of Palo Alto. With the exception of Capt. Page, whoso 
wound is dangerous, the other wounded officers are doing well. In my report of the second 
engagement, I ^accidentaUy omitted the name of Lieut. Dobbins,' 3d infantry, among the 
officersslighily wounded, and desire that the omission may be supplied in the despatch it- 
self. I am nnder the painful necessity of reporting that Lieut. Blake, topographical engi- 
neer, after rendering distin^ished service in my staff durins the aiiair of the 8th inst., acci- 
dentally shot himself with a pistol on the following day, and expired before night. 

It has been qnhe impossible, as yet, to furnish detailed re|)ort8 of our engagements 
with the enemy, or even accurate returns of the killed and wounded. Our loss.is not far 
from. 3 officers and 40 men killed, and 13 officers and 100 men woonded ; while that of 
the enemy has in all probability exceeded 300 killed ; more than 200 have been buried by 
us on the two fields of battle. 

1 have exchanged a sufficient number of prisoners to recover the command of Capt. 
Thornton The wounded prisoners have been sent to Matamoras — ^the wounded officers 
on their parole. General La Vega and a few other officers have been sent to New Or- 
leans, havinff declined a parole, and will be reported to Maj. Cren. Gaines. I am not 
conversant with the usages of war in such cases, and bee that such provision may be 
made for these prisoners as may be authorized by law. Our own prisoners have been 
tltoated vrith gr^ kindness by the Mexican officers. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Brevet Brigadier General U. S. A. Com*g. 
The Adjctart GsiftRAL of the Army, Washington, D. O. 
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HkAD dUA&TKRS AeMT OF OCCUPATIOK, / 

Fort Folk, Tezw, May 13, 1846. \ 
Ordkrs No. 60. 

At a mark of respect to the cliief magistrate of the republic, the work constructed at 
this place, to cover tne main depot of the arro^, will be known as *' Fort Polk.'* 

The Commanding General tadces this occasion to express his satisfaction with the dis- 
positions made for the defence and protection of this point, so vitally important to the 
efficiency and secniity of the armjr. To Major Munroe, the commanding officer. Cap- 
tain Sanders of the engineers, Majors Thomas and* McRee, and Captains Sibley and 
Hill (rf* the qnartermaster's department, Captain Ramsay of the ordnance, and Lieutenant 
Montgomery of the subsistence departments, credit is especially due for their zeal 
and activity. The General returns nis thanks to the numerous citizens who volun- 
teered their services in defence of the depot. Their assistance added materially to its 
strength, and to his confidence in its ability to resist an attack. Tl^ reinforcement from 
the brig " Lawrence," under Lieutenant Renshaw, and the large force of seamen and 
marines so promptly furnished by the squadron on its arrival, require a special acknow- 
ledgment to Ccunmodore Conner and Commander Mercer of the navy. The army is 
deeply grateful for this support and co-operation from a kindred branch of the public 
service. 

By Older of Brigadier Genend Taylor, 

W. W. J. BLISS, 
Actiag Adjutant Greneral. 

The following letter, written by one of thfe surgeons of 
our squadron, is given in this oonnection. It was intended 
to send for the Chaplain of the sqiiadron, to perform the 
burial service on shore, at the funeral of the lamented Ring- 
gold. But the surf running high during the day or other 
cause prevented. I sent word by Major Saunders, that while 
the squadron remained at the anchorage, I should be in rea- 
diness to give my attendance, should any farther occasion call 
for my services, and they should be desired. 



■■I 



THE LATE GALLANT MAJOR RINGGOLD. 

Camp Isabel, 
Near the mouth of the Rio Bravo del Norte. 
Ilth May, 1846. 

The numerous friends of Maior -Ringgold will doubtless be anzions to know the par< 
ticulars attending his melanchMv end, and I hasten to give them to you. The engage- 
naent of Uie 8th was entirely in the hands of the artillery, and Major R. took a most ac- 
tive and important part in it. About G o'clock he was struck by a six-pound shot. He 
was mounted, and the shot struck him at right angle, hitting him in the riaht thi|;h, pass^ 
ing through the holsters and upper part of the shoulders<of his horse, and then striking the- 
Wt thigh, in the same line in which it first struck him. On the evening of the 9tB he 
reachea this camp under charge of Dr. Byrne of the army. He was immediately placed 
in comfortabis quarters, and his wounds dressed. An immense mass of muscles and in- 
teguments were carried away from both thighs. The arteries were not divided, neither 
were the bones broken. I remained with him all night. He had but little pain, and at 
intervals had some sleep. On dressing his wounds in the morning, they presented a most 
unfavorable aspect, and there was but little reaction. During the night he gave me many 
incidents of the battle, and spoke with much pride of the execution of his shot He di- 
rected his shot not only to groups and masses of the enemy, but to partionlar men in their 
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line ; he saw tbem fUI, their places occvpiecl by othen, who in their tarn were shot down, 
pointing his gnn^ to the same place, and ne felt as confident of hitting his mark as thongfa 
he had been nting a rifle. 

He had but one thing to r^ret, and that was the small number of men in his company. 
He said that he had made nse of all his exertions to have his company increased to one 
hundred men, but without success. From the small number of his men, as they were dis- 
abled at their guns, he was without others' to take their places. During the day he con- 
tinued to lose strength, but was free Aom pain and cheertnl. He spoke constantly of the 
eflBciency of his guns, and the brave conduct of his officers and men. 

He continued to grOw worse, and a medical officer remained constantly by his side. 
Dr. Byrne remained with him during the night, using every means which could be de- 
vised to save his valuable life, but without effect. He continued to grow worse until 1 
o'clock last night, when he expired. He survived his wounds sixty hours ; during ail this 
time he had but little pain — conversed cheerfully, and made all his arrangements for his 
approaching end, with the greatest composure and resignation. He will be barted tO'day 
-At 3 o'clock, p. X., lamented by the whole camp. The wounded are generally dwng 
very well. 

I am yonr obedient servant, 

J. M. FOLTZ, 
Suigeon United States Navy. 

A more detailed account of the two battles of Palo Alto 
and Resaca de la Palm a having been made by General Tay- ' 
lor, accompanied by specific reports from the officers in com- 
mand of the different divisions of General Taylor's army ; to- 
gether with an account of the defence made by the fortification 
opposite M atamoras ; with other associate particulars of these 
two brilliant engagements, they might all be appropriately in- 
serted in this place, for their connection and thrilling interest. 
But space will only admit of introducing General Taylor's 
detailed report of the two actions, and the bombardment 
sustained by the American works opposite Matamoras. 

BEPORTS OF GBNEfiAL TATLOR's ARMY. 

Head QuaktkKs Abmy or OccuPATioif, ) 
Camp near Matamoras, May 16, 1846. ) 

Sir : I have now the honor to submit a more detailed report of the action of the 
ethinst. 

The main body of the army of occupation marched, under my immediate orders, 
from Point Isabel, on the evening of the 7th of May, and bivouacked seven miles fVom 
that plaoe. 

Our march was resumed the ft^wing morning. About noon, when our advance 
ci cavalry had reached the water-bole of "Palo Aho," the Mexican tvoops were re- 

Sorted in our front, and were soon discovered occupying the road in force. I ordered a 
alt upon reaching the water, with a view to rest and refresh the men, and form deli- 
beratdy our line of battle. The Mexican line was now plainly visible across the prairie, 
and am>ut three quarters of a mile distant Their left, which was composed of a heavy 
force of cavalry, oceupied the road, resting' upon a thicket of chaparal, while masses <m 
infantry were discovered in succession on the risht, greatly ■outnumbcning our own force. 
Our line of battle was now formed in the iMlowing order, commencing on the ex- 
treme right :— 5th infantry, commanded by Lieut. oH. Mcintosh ; Major Ringgold's 
aitU'ery ; 3d infantry, commanded by CaptL. N. Mwiis ; two 18-poandeis, commanded 
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by LievL Chniclull, 3d arUDery ; 4th infantey, oommaaded by Mmm G. W. AUen ; 
the 3d and 4th regiments composed the 3d bii^ule, nnder command or Lieut. Cpl. Gar- 
land ; and aU the above corps, together with two squadrons of drasoons under CaptaijM 
Ker and May, composed the right wing, under the orders of Col. Twiggs. The left 
was formed by the battalion of artillery commanded by Lieut. Col. Childs, Capt. Duu' 
can's Ught artillery, and the 8th infantry under Capt. Montgomery — all forming the Ist 
brigade, under command of Lieut. Col. Belknap. The train was packed near the 
water, under direction of Capts. Crossman and myers, and protected by Capt. Ker'f 
squadron. 

At 2 o*clock we took up the march by heads of columns, in the direction of the 
enemy — the 18-pounder battery following the road. While the columns were advancing, 
Lieut. Blake, topographical engineers, volunteered a reconnoissance of the enemv's hue, 
which was handsomely performed, and resulted in the discovery of at least two batteries 
of artillery in the intervals of their cavalry and infantry. These batteries were soon 
opened upon us, when i ordered the columns halted, and deployed into line, and the fire 
to be returned by all our artillery. The 8th infantry, on our extreme left,^ was thrown 
back to secure that flank. The first fires of the enemy did little execution, while our 
l8-pounders and Major Ringgold's artillenr soon dispersed the cavalry which formed his 
left. Captain Duncan's battery, thrown forward in advance of the line, was doing good 
execution at this time. Captain May's squadron was now detached to support that bat- 
tery, and the left of our positioh. The Mexican cavalry, with two pieces of artillery, 
were now reported to be moving through the chaparral, to our right, to threaten that 
flank, or maxe a demonstration against the train. The 5th infantry was immediately 
detached to check this movement)) and supported by Lieut. Ridgely, with a section of 
Major Ringgold's battery and Captain Walker's company of volunteers, efiectually re- 
pulsed the enera^— the 5th infaatiy repelling a charge of lancers, and the artillery doiiut 
great execution m their ranks. The 3d infantry was now detached to the right as a stiU 
fufther security to that flank yet threatened by the enemy. Major Ringgold, with the 
remaining section, kept up his fire from an advanced position, and was supported by the 
4th infantry. 

The grass of the prairie had been aocidentally fired by our artillery, and the volumes 
of sDM^e now partially concealed the anm'es from each other.^ As the enemy's 1^ had 
evidently been driven back and left the road free, as the cannonade had been suspended, 
I wdered forward the 18-pounders on the road nearly to the position first occupied by 
the Mexi^n cavalry, and caused the 1st brigade to take up a new position still on the 
left of the 18-pounaer battery. The 5th was advanced from its former position and oc- 
cupied a point on the extreme right of the new line. The enemy made a change of po- 
sition ooriespoading to our own ; and aftrar a suspension of nearly an hour, the action was 
lesomed. 

The fire of artillery was now most destructive— openings were constantly made throoj^ 
the enemy's ranks by our fire, and the constancy witn which the Mexican infantry sustain- 
ed this severe cannoniAle, was a theme of universal remark and admiration. Capt. May's 
squadron was detached to make a demonstration on the left of the enemy's position, and 
su^red severely from the fire of artilleryto which it was for some time exposed. The 4th 
infantry, wliich had been ordered so support the 18-pounder battery, was exposed to a most 
galling fire of artillery, by which several men were killed, and Captain Page dangerously 
wounded. The enemy's fire was directed against onr 18-ponndec battery, and the guns un- 
der Major Ringgold in its vicinity. The MtijoT himself, while coolly directing tlie fire of 
his pieces, was struck by a cannon ball, and mortally wounded. 

In the mean time the battalion of artillery under Lieut. Col. Childs, had been brought 
up to support the artillery on onr right. A strong demonstration of cavalry was now mule 
by the enemy against this part of our line, and ttw column continued to advance under a 
severe fire from the 18-pounders. The battalion was instantly formed in square, and held 
ready to receive the charge of cavalry ; but when the advancing squadrons were within 
ck)se range, a deadly tire of canister from the 18 pounders disperMd them. A brisk fire of 
small arms was now opened upon the square, by which one officer, Lieut. Luther, Sd ar- 
tUlary, was sUghtly wounded ; but a well-directed voUey ^om the fr,ont of the square si- 
lenced all fnrt^r nring from the enemy in this quarter. It was now neariy dark, and tha 
action was closed on Uie right of our line, the enemy having been comi^etely driven back 
from his position, and foiled in every attempt against our line. 

While the above was going forward on our right, uid under my own eye, the enemy 
had made a serious attempt against the left of onr line. Captain Duncan instantly per- 
cdved the'movement, ana by the bold and brilliant man<Buvring of his battery, oompleitely 
repulsed several successive efitnts of the enemy to advance in force npon our left flank. 
Bupported in succession by the 8th infantry uia Capt. Ker's squadron of dragoons, he gal- 
lantry bdd the enemy at bay, and finally drove him, with immense loss,ftom tha field. 
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The medon bere and along the whole Une, oontiiiiied until dark, when the enemy retired 
into the chapparal in rear of his position. Our army bivouacked on the ground it occupied. 
During the afternoon the train had been moved forward about half a mife, and was packed 
in rear of the new position. 

Our loss this day was'nine killed, forty-four wounded, and two missing. Among the 
wounded were M9jot Ringgold, who has since died, and Captain Page.dangerously wound- 
ed ; Lieutenant Luther slightly so. I annex a statement of the casualties of the day. 

Our own force engaged, is shown by U{e Beld report, herewith, to have been 177 officers 
and 3111 men — aggregate, 2288. The Mexican force, according to the statements of their 
own officers taken prisoners in the -affair of the 9th, was not less than 6000 r^lar troops, 
with 10 pieces of artillery ; and probably exceeded that number ; the irregmar foroe not 
known. Their loss was not less than 200 killed and 400 wounded — probably greater. This 
ettimate is very moderate, and formed upon the number actually counted upon the fields 
and the reports of tb^ own officers. 

As already reported in my first brief dispatch, the conduct of our officers and men was 
every thing that eould be desired. Exposed for hours to the severest trial — a cannonade of 
artillery — our troops displayed a coolness and constancy which gave me, throughout, ths 
assurance of victoiy. 

I purposely defer the mention of individuals^ until my report of the action of the 9th. 
when [ will endeavor to do justice to the many instances of aistinguished conduct on both 
days. In the mean tinaa,! refer, for minute details, to the, reports of individual com- 
manders. 

I am, sir, very zespectfntty, 

Tour obedient servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Brevet Brigadier General U. &. Army, Commanding. 
The AoJirrurr Gknbilal of the Army, Washington, D. C. 
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Camp near Fort Brown, Texas, May 17, 1846. ) 

Sir : In submitting a more minute report of the affair of " Resaca de la Falnia,'' I 
have the honor to state that early in the morning of the 9th inst., the enemy who had es^ 
camped near the field of battle of the day previous, was discovered moving Iby his left 
flank, evidently in retreat ; and perhaps at the same time to gain a new position on the 
road to Matamoras, and there acain resist our advance. '^ 

I ordered the supply train tOM strongly packed at its position, and left with it four 
pieces of artillery-^the two eighteen-pounders which had done such good service on the 
previous day — and two twelve-pounders which had not been in the action. The wounded 
officers and men were at the same time sent back to Point Isabel. I then moved forward 
with the colomns to the edge of the chaparral or forest, which extends to the Rio Grande, 
a distance of seven miles. The light companies of th& 1st brigade, under Captain C. F. 
Smith, 2d artillery, and a select detachment of light troops, the whole under the com- 
mand of Captain MeCall, 4th infantry, were thrown forward into the chaparral to feel 
the enemy and ascertain his position. About 3 o'clock, I received a report from the ad- 
vance that die enemy was in position on the road, with at least two pieces 6f artillery. 
The command was immediatelv pot in motion, and at about 4 o'cIock I came up with 
Captain McCall, who reported the enemy in force In our front, occn^ing a ravine which 
intersects the road, and is skirted by thickets of dense chaparral. Kidgely*s batterv and 
the advance under Captain McCan were at once thrown forward on the road, and into 
the chapanal on either ^de, while the 5th infkntry and one wing of the 4th, was thrown 
into the forest on the left, and the 3d and the other wiug of the 4th, on the right of the 
road. These corps were employed as skirmishers to covef the battery, and engage the 
Mexican infantry. Capt. McCall's command became at once engaged with the enemy, 
while the light artillery, though in a very exposed position, did great execution. The 
enemy had at least dght pieces of artillery, and maintained an incessant fire upon our 
advance. 

The action now became general, and although the enemy's infantry rave wa^r before 
the steady fire and resistless progress of our own, yet his artiUery was stiU in position to 
check our advance — several pieces occupying the pass across the ravine which he had 
chosen for his position. Perceiving that no decisive advantage could be gained until this 
artillery was silenced, I ordered Captain May to charge the batteries with his squadron of 
dragoons. This was gallantly and efi^ctualfy executed, the enemy was driven from his 
gnns, and General La Vega, who remained alone at <»ie of the batteries, was taken pris- 
oner. The squadron, which suffered much in this ofaaige, net being immediately supported- 
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by infantry, conM not retein poMession <^the aitJOtiry taken, bnt it wai oonpletely si- 
lenced. In the meantime the «h infantry fiad been ordered up, and had become warmly 
engaged on the right of the road. This regiment, and a part of the 5th, were now ordered 
to charge the batteries, which was handsomely done, and the enemy entirely driven from 
his artiHery and his position on the left of the road. 

The light companies of the 1st brigade and the 3d and 4th legimentr of infaatry, bad 
been deployed on the right of the rofid, where, at various points, they became briduy em' 
gag^ with the enemy. A small party under Captain Buchanan and Lieutenants Wood 
and Hays, 4th infantry, composed chiefly of men of that regiment, drove the enmny from 
'a breast work which he occupied, and captured a niece of artillery. An .attempt to re- 
cover diis piece was repelled by Captain Barbour, dd infantry. The enemy was at 
last completely driven from his position on the right of the rpad, and vetieated pre<»pi- 
tatfely, leaving baggage of every description. The 4th infantry took possession of a cam|» 
where the head-quarters of the Mexican general-in-chief were establisheA. All his <^loi«l 
correspondence was captured at this place. 

The artillery battalion (excepting the flank otmipanies} had been ordered to guard the 
baggage train, which was packed some distance in rear. That battalion was now order- 
ed up to pursue the enemy, and with the 3d infantry. Captain Ker's dragoons, and Cap- 
tain Duncan's battery, foUowed him rapidijr to the river, mining a number of prisoners. 
Great nnmbtNrs of the enemy were drowned in attempting to cross the river near the town. 
The corps last muitioned encamped near the river — the remainder of the army on tlw 
field of battle. 

The strength of our marching force on' this day, as exhibited in the annexed field re- 
port, was 173 ofllcers, and 9049 men— aggregate, 2223. The actual number engaeed 
with the enemy did not exceed 1700. Our loss was three officers killed, and twelve 
wounded ; tiiirty-six men killed, and seventy-one wounded. Among the officers killed, 
I have to regret the loss of Lieutenant Inge, 2d dragoons, who fell at the head of his {da- 
toon,while gallantly charging the enemy's battery; of Lieutenant Cochrane of the 5th, and 
Lieutenant Chadboume, of the 8th infantry, who likewise met their death in the thickest 
of the fight. The officers wounded were Lieutenant Colonel Payne, Inspector General ; 
.Lieutenant Dobbins, 3d infantry, serving with the light infantry advance, slightly ; Lieu- 
tenant Colond Mcintosh, 5ih infantry, severdy, (twice) ; Captain Hooe, 5tb infantry, 
(right arm since amputated) ; Lieutenant. Fowled, 5th infantry, slightly ; Captain Mont- 
gomery, 8th infantry, slightly ; 'Lieutenants Gates and Jordan, 8th infantry, severely, 
(each twice) ; Lieutenants Selden, Maclay, Burbank, and Monis, 8th infantry, slightly. 
A statement of the killed and wounded is annexed faerewidi. 

I have no accurate data from which to estimate the enemy's force on this day. He is 
known to have been reinforced after the action of the 8th, both by cavalry and infantry, 
and no doubt to an extent at least equal to his loss on that day. It is probable tliat 60U0 
men were opposed to us, and in a position chosen by themselves, and strongly defended 
with artillery. -The enemy's loss was very great. Nearly 200 of his dead were buried by 
us on the day succeeding me battle. His less in killed, wounded.and missing, in the two 
affairs of the 8th and 9th, is, I think, moderately estimated at 1000 men. 
t . Our victory has been decisive. A small force has overcome immensie odds of the best 
troops that Mexico can furnish — veteran regiments, perfectly equipped and apppinted. 
Eight pieoa of artillery, several colors and standards, a great number ofprisoners, mcluding 
fourteen officers, and a large amount of baggage and public property, have fallen into our 
hands. 

The causes of victory are doubtless to be found in the superior quality of our officers 
and men. I have already, in former reports, paid a general tribute to the admirable con- 
duct of the troops on both days. It now becomes my duty — and I feel it to be one of great 
delicacy-r— to notice individuals. In so extensive a field as that of the 8th, and in the dense 
cover where most of the action of the 9th was fought, I could not possibly be witness to 
more than a small portion of the operations of the various corps ; and I must, therefore, 
depend upon the reports of subordinate commanders, which I respectfully enclose here« 
with. 

Colonel Twiggs, the second in command, was particnlariy active on boih days in exe- 
cuting my orders, and directing the operations of the right wing. Lieutenant Colonel 
Mcintosh, commanding Uie 5th mfantiy. Lieutenant Colonel Garland,, commanding the 3d 
brij^ade. Lieutenant Colonel ^Iknap, commanding the 1st brigade, Lieutenant Colonel 
Childs, commanding the artillery battalion. Major AUen> Captains L. N. Morris and Mont- 
(Tomery, commanding respectively the 4th, 3d, and 8tii regiments of infentry, were zealous 
in the performance of their duties, and gave examples to ^eir commands of cool and fear- 
leu conduct Lieutenant Colonel Mcintosh repulsed with his regiment a charge of lancers 
in the action of Palo Alto, and shared with it in the honors and dangers of the following 
dfty, being twice leverely wounded. lieutenant Ckdonel Belknap beaded a charge of the 
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8UiiiifaBUT, which iiBsn](edUidiiviiigtli»«Mamylkoni hufUM, and leaving w in 
session ofthat part of the fiela. 

Captain Duncan and Lieutenant Ridgely deserve etpedal notice for the gaUant and effi- 
cient manner in which they manoeuvred ana served their hatteries. The impression made 
by Caotain Duncan's bttterv upon the extoenie right of the enemy 's line at the afifSiur of 
Palo Alto, contriboted largefv to the resnk of the day ; whUe the terrible fire kept upby 
lieutenant Ridg«ly ^ in the aniur c^the 9th, inflieted heavy losses n|K>n the enemy. Tfa^ 
18-ponnder battery, which played a conspicnons part in the action of the Bth, was admira- 
bly served by Lientenant Churchill, 3d artiUoy^ assisted by Lieut. Wood, toponanhieal 
engineers. The charse of cavalry on the enemy *d batteries on the 9th, was gaJlanuy led by 
Captain May, and had complete success. 

Captain McCall, 4th infantry, rendered distingnished service with the advuiced corps, 
under his orders. Its loss, in killed and wounded, will show how dosejy it was engaged. 
I may take this occasion te say that, in two former instances, Captein M^Call h^ rendered 
vatuaUe service as a partisan officer. In this connection, I would mention the services of 
Captain Walker, of tne Texas rangers, who was in both idlairs with his company, and who 
has performed very meriUnkma servioe as a spy and partisan. 

imnst beg leave to refer to the reports of subordinate commanders for the names of 
nany offieers, non-eommissioned officers, and privates, who were distingnished hj good 
conduct on both days. Instances of individual eallantry and personal conflict with the 
enemy were i^ot wautiufl in the afllair of the 9th, but cannot find i^ace ine general report. 
The officers serving on the staffi of the different commanders, are particularly mentioned 
by them. 

I derived efficient aid on both days from all the officers of my staflT. Captain Bliss, 
assi i ta nt adjntantgen«ral ; Lieut. Cm. Payne, Inspector General ; Lieot. Eaton, A. D. 
C ; Cantain Wageaman, commissary of subsistence : Lieut. Bcarret, engineer ; and Lieu- 
tenante Blake ana Meade, topographical engineers, promptly conveyed my orders te 
every part of the field. Lieut. Col. Payne was wounded m the afiair of the 9th, and 
I have aheady had occasion to report the melancholy death of Lieut. Blake, by accident, 
in the intervu between the two engagements. Major Craig and Lieutenant Brereton, 
<^ the ordnance department, were actively en^ged m their appropriate duties, and Bar- 
"' in Craig, medical director, superintended in person the arduous service of the field 

sitals.- I tak6 this occasion to mention generafly the devotion to duty of ^e medieal 

f of the army, who have been untiring in their exertions both in the field and .in the 
hospitals, to aOeviate the sufferings of the wounded of both armies. CafrtainsCrossmaa 
and Myen of the quartermaster's department, who had charge of the heavy supply train 
at both migacements, conducted it m a most satisfactory matiner, and finally brought it 
np, without the smallest loss, to its destination. 

I endose an inventofy' of the Mexican property captured on the field, and also a 
sketch of the field of " Besaca de la Palma," and of the route from Point Isabel, made 
by my «de-de-camp, Lieutenant ^tfon. One regimental color, (battalion of Tampico, 
and many standaitls and guidons of cavalry were taken at the affair of the 9th. I 
wotild be pleased to receive your instructions as to the disposition to be made of these 
txophiesr— whether they shall be sent to Washington, &c 

I am, very respectfully. 

Your obedirat servant,. 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Brevet Brigadier Geaenl U. 8. A. Commanding. 
The Ai>Jt7TAXT GkENiRjLL of the Army, Washington, D. C. 




A SqiTAU<« 

The lightning of this evening, May 11th, is flashing in- 
cessantly around the horizon, and throwing wide its sheet of 
electric Hght tit times over the whole heavens ; and the 
wind sweeping heavily over the seais chafing it to a fury. 
The heavy surge comes on in its high swell and dashes 
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against tfae bulwarks of the frigate, as if, in a wild rage, it 
sought for its own dismemberment, while it breaks in froth 
and foam, which again drift by, and mingle in the boiling 
waters, on their career of tempest, and amid the lurid glare 
of the threatening heavens, and the mystic shades of a wild 
night on the sea. Our ship is riding at two anchors. Her 
yards are pointed to the wind. And thus, probably, she will 
ride out the gale, unless the sea gets up a swell too heavy for 
her to hold on to her moorings on this lee shore, with land not 
&r off under our lee. " Nothing could present a wilder scene 
than met the eye as I stood cm the poop deck, a few moments 
since. The winds raged with a fury that made the rigging of 
the ship like so many strings on some grand and wild .^k>lian 
harp, but a harp that sings alone of storms, and gives forth 
no note but such €is wails for the distressed and the wrecked, 
the drowning, £md the dead. And then, the waves of light 
in the heavens. They seemed to be undulations of the air, 
as if the whole element above were flames of different shades, 
as it rolled. and heaved, like another higher ocean, illuminat- 
ing the darker sea beneath, which gathered wildness yet 
more fearful from the unnatural light that rested on its trou- 
bled bosom. And the ships of our fleet about us, like our- 
selves, are rolling and pitching, with top-gallant masts down, 
and presenting a scene of a squadron half wrecked. The 
scene as presented in the glare of the lightning to-night, as- 
sisted right well the ime^ination to call up all the terrors 
which attend the mariner on an unknown and barbarous 
coast, where the storm in its wildness gives him to the beach, 
and if he survive the wreck of the ship, delivers him to the 
captivity of wild men and the merciless. How in keeping, 
I thought, is this night with the scenes of desolation that have 
been enacting on the battle field in our neighborhood, for the 
last three days. And the yonder camp on Point Isabel, where 
the Ugl^ may almost be seen from our ships, and where, to> 
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night, lie aome of the dead and maay more that are wound- 
ed and dying, 8eem3 to receive the sympathy, thu hour, 
which Nature gives in its exhibition of kindred elements of 
destruction and deecdation, as they mourn for the dark spirit 
of man, and over the dying and the dead. 

It was a sweet contrast of yesterday, when a little beau- 
tifully plumed bird came flitting into the air port of my ro(Mn, 
and there perched in his rest, and piped his sweet note ht 
me*— rather, called to his gentle mate, somewhere flying about 
the sides of the ship, as if they were unwilling ever to be far 
apart from each other. Sweet, happy birds — gentle and lov- 
ing ! Love on then, and be happy ; ^rto love and to beloved 
is earth's greatest gill of happiness. Live on together^ lor 
the heart is broken beyond any power of balnv to heal it, 
when the hour of separation con»s to those who have loved, 
ae God giveth love to the truthful and the devoted. Happier 
&r, sweet birds, if ye die together ! 

SirNDAY, THE 17th OF MAY, 

I fNTeaehed on board the Raritan, a beautiful frigate, com- 
manded by Captain Gregory. As she lies on the sea, she 
fills the eye of the sailor as a model ship. As I went over 
her gangway I wIels reminded of the fine deck of the frigate 
Columbia, spacious and free from the incumbrance of a poop- 
deck, which cuts off the after part of the spar deck^ and di- 
minishes the apparent size of a^ ship as you board her. Cap- 
taki Gi«gory is a fine specimen of the old school, making the 
officers about him comfortable Captain G. with the officers 
of the wardroom was cckirteous in his receptbn and attentions, 
and the crew manifested attention during the services and 
the sermon. Indeed, it is characteristic of a well disciplined 
■hip, lor its company, whether interested or not, to yield re- 
spectful atteatian. during the religious worship of the Sab- 
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bath. And there are times when the hafd features of a long 
sea^going mariner are seen to relax into meinoiies of better 
holirs, than many, may be, he has spent in earless negle<^ 
of his Giod and of his duty ; and the heart that would brave 
all dangers, sometimes swells with a sigh of tenderness, while 
the eye moistens with the tear of penitence. Man is a being 
that cannot help feeling on the subject of religion, when it b 
presented to him in an hour of stillness, kindly, and with a 
heart and accent that declare the sincerity of the ^aker,aad 
the unaffected solemnity and importance of present prepara* 
Hon for a future life of happy immortality. We all long to be 
happy— now and for ever ; we act, daily and ever, on this 
longing of the soul, which is the moving motive of all oor 
course of life.. Make a man feel that this longing tobe hap* 
py shall go with him into ^e coming world, and that millioos 
of years hence it shall swell his spirit, even with greater in- 
tensity than now, and show him further, that the po^tessioQ 
of this happiness now depends on his own mental and moral ac- 
tion under the influences which Crod brings to bear upon him 
• to induce this action, and man must deeply feel, and acknow- 
ledge as he feels, that it is wudom, withotrt delay, to make a 
prepandon for that happiness for eternal years. As thisdk- 
sire of happiness iscommon to all bosoms, and the system 
of religicm, given us by Jesus Ghria^, is addressed to this na- 
tive element of -our immortal being, that sy^em is, ^lere- 
fore, of interest alike to all — to the seaman as well as to the 
landsman — to the sinful in their far wuiderings, as w^ asiD 
the more moral in their more befitting course-— to the aban'. 
doned es well as to the decent — to OMnkind of every class, 
grade, and condition. The heart may be. steeled by many 
causes, but this element of desire of happiness still remams 
with nMm on his whde course of life. Make him then feel 
that he must hmselfact as a moral hetng^ and that, at ferthest 
without much delay, if he will hereafler, in the long apd 
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endless Itfo vhioh he is lo live, be ba|>py, and you gata his 
iatereet ; ftnd though he be a deep sianeri he will Wjake to 
the oouaideration of his responsibiHties to his God, ss tkereiii 
lies his ooly hope of happiness to hiniself, in the years of an 
et^iiity which he is yet to spend. The difficulty is to make 
men think of the lekttionships between their own spirits and 
their Gred> Let them mwAi think of these relatioo^ps, and 
respoQBlbilities, and their onward desires for happiBess, and 
tiiey mast i)e painfully agitated, or gain a peaoe of soul by 
giving up their hearts to the^sdpleship of Jesus ChrisL 

ONCE MORE ON THE WING. 

On Wednesday morning, May the 20th, the boats. of the 
Gundierland and the Potomao returned from an expedition 
up the Rio Bmvo del Norte. The object of the expeditieii 
was to GO-op«;ate with a land force of the volimteevs and 
Major Satmdersof the engineer corps, in securing a position 
some few miles up the river, for conistructing a fortificatioa 
which shall command the river below Malamoras. This • 
would secure the passage of boats up the river, fit)m 
molestation, from the Mexioans; and adooit of transporting 
provisions for the army by water, iinom Point Isabel to Ma- 
tamoraa. The position fixed upon is a high piece of ground, 
and is-aimost^he only one of its kind on the banks of the 
river nearer the mouth than ;Mataa[K>ra8, suitable for % for- 
tificatioQ. It was occupied by a small village of Mexicans. 
There was, however, no opposition made to its possession l^ 
the Americans, and the army were already throwing up 
their entrenchments on the arrival of our boats at the point 
aeleeled for the works. It will be a complete key to the 
river ; and being on the Mexican side, it will enable a sally 
at any moment to be made to any point on Uie- banks of the 
rivejTy where tiie Mexicans might preaent any foroe to annoy 
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tlie boats, as -they may be passing up the rivei* to Matamoras. 
The ships' boats returned on Wednesday morning, hcnriog 
been absent two days. The frigate Raritan bad already got 
under way and stood to the south, having been preceded by 
the steemoer Mississippi and the Saint Mary's. The Joha 
Adams had gone to Pensacola. The boats-of the ships were 
soon stowed— the anchors were up— ctfid the two frigates, 
with the brig Somers, now were, under way^-leaving tho 
brig Lawrence as before, to guard the mouth of the Rio 
Bravo del Nc^te. The Somers, ere long, was lost sight ofy 
and the Potomac in the mist of the night and the tacking 
of sl)ip, made her escape. The Cumberland, by con- 
sequence, is now on her lone track, making her way to Pen- 
saeola. 

We ^ to Pensacola fi>r water ; and there we expect to 
ialereept tHe Adams, before she shall have borne away our 
letters from blessed home. The ship during the day, has been 
rolling and pitching at l^r leisure, <m the swell that heaves 
the bosom of the gulf, indicating that there has been a heavy 
blow at the east -of us, while the winds are now lulled, 
and the ship rises and falls, with her sails flapping at her 
masts, as some huge monster of the deep may be sugx)sed 
to come up to the surface of the ocean, on a calm day, and 
sport at his leisure, in the sun-beams above the sur&ce of 
the blue deep. It is no pleasing rest to the ^1109^—4^8 calm 
on the ocean^ when its w»ie bosom is as rippleless as the sleep* 
ing lake, hemmed in by the still wood, where no breath of 
air is stirring among ite ibliage. But not as the surikGe of 
the lake does the bosom of the ocean sleep, though Its sur- 
hce be unbroken — ^it still heaves in its eternal unreet ; and 
the long roll of the sea, as it chases on its preceding swell. 
Or crosses the heavy undulations of diagonal billows, creates 
cavities in the deep, resembling valHes and hills on the land, 
though ever moving, and changing, and fermkig now crea^* 
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tioDs of figure, and height, and depressioii. Bhrds too, in 
this calm that surrounds ua, appropriately come to our ship 
to make us a visit, and gain a rest fbr themselves we pre- 
sume, as they have nxNrt probably been trying their wings 
on the gale which has blown them from the shore. One 
little bird, aboard of us, with yellow and beautiful plumage 
on the tail, is as tame aa a pet pigeon ; and like a true fly- 
cateh^, turns his somersets in all mani^r of graceful 
curves, while he replenishes his repository with the insects 
which he hunts over our decks; 



THE SOUTHERN CROSS. 

It is the 23d of May, and the evening that ends the week. 
A gentle breeze has sprung up, just sufficient to give steerage 
way to the ship. As I stood, on the poop-deck, inhaling the soft 
breeze, and gadng, as oft I do, on the night scene thai 
^eads out before me, when the heavens have thrown out 
their beautiful curtains of night, inwrought with gems that 
speak in sympathy to the heart that loves to muse, as the eye 
gazes on their hrightness and beauty, I beheld, on a sudden, 
that beautiful constellation— f4he southern cross. It was 
long since I had before beheld it ; and now, my memories 
and many associations wandered to .the eastern waters 
of southern latitudes, where I had looked at it — with whom 
— «nd amid what circumstances, anticipations, and hopes ! 
The cross is formed of four brilliant $tars, placed in their 
arrangement at the four extreme points of an imaginary 
cross. By drawing imaginary lines from these four stars, 
they intersect and form the cross. The two stairs, forming 
the perpendicular, are farther apart than the other* two; 
and the line jdning the two horizontal stars, would be a little 
oblique and shorter than the perpendicular. It serves the 
nav^ators of the southern hemisphere the same purposes as 
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does the ncMrtli star to the voyagers in theheinispkere north of 
the equator — ^its portion being due soutb-^with the same va- 
riations allowed for the ooaipass as are noted between the 
compass and the north star. It is, indeed, a beautiful eonsteUa- 
tion* And how full are tiie assodations it justly may awake, 
to the ChnstiMi, to the voyager, to the denisien of a world 
which has so much in its history and its dearest hopes, con- 
neotad with this emblem of the religion of Jesus Christ 
This constellation is low, as contemplated in this latitude ; 
our reckoning placing us to-day, hetween 25 and 26 degrees 
north latitude. I have seen it, high up in the sky, when I 
have coursed the southern seas, as the north star appears to 
a beholder in the high northern latitudes. But then, the 
north star was lost to me, and had gone far down below the 
high elevation of the intercepting equator. And how joy- 
ously does that same north star come' again on the view as 
an olden friend, when it has for a while been lost^ but of a 
sudden re-greets the voyager, as he returns from his fiur 
southern course. So, to-night, these southern stars recalled 
scenes that are dear to me in memory, and I was glad to be 
surprised by the recogniticm of an ddooi friend, that had so 
often greeted me in southern seas, and on southern lands. 

ANOTHER BEAXTTIFUL NIGHT. 

The monotony of a star-lit sky never tires the gaze of a 
spirit that loves omtqpplation. The ocean soon loses its in- 
terest to the voyager, save when it takes on some of its sud^ 
den changes, and is thrown into some new tumult, and 
lashes itself into convulsion and frenzy. But the heavens, of 
a cloudless night, however the bosom of the ocean may be 
throeing, is always serene. The eternal stars shine on in 
their brightness and calm, and pour out their sympathy to the 
heart of him who loves to muse under their soft influences. 
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What intensity to emotion they add, whether the heart be 
joyous or sad. It is like the soU strains of plaintive music 
to the feelings, coming from some distant bower, and borne 
by the gentle gale of evening to the ear of the listener, while 
his own thoughts are on their own peculiar course of happy 
or sad association. Or it is like the gentle power that comes 
over one, as he stands amid the autumn wood, while the 
breathless air is hushed into one of nature's deep still-calms, 
when the rustling of the leaves among which footsteps are 
moving, is heard far off on the path of the wood. The soul 
is happy even in its grief at such an hour ; and happier still, 
(Oh, how much more happy !) if joy is meting out to him 
thoughts of those he loves, who themselves are blessed and 
happy. Besides the beautiful stars above, to-night, shining 
in their sheen of glory, the sea is more phosphorescent than 
I have witnessed it before in the Gulf. The flakes of light 
are dashed out from the bows of the frigate, and illu. 
mine the dark surge, as the phosphorescent sheets over- 
lay the nearing billow, coming down in its otherwise roll of 
darkness to the ship. But, what to me is still more beauti- 
ful, is the headed Une of light that lies along the sides of the 
frigate, as sb^ glides gently and evenly through the sea. It 
is like a zone of strung stars, encircling the frigate's waist. 
And still out from the ship, for the space of a narrow plane, 
Che phosphorescent globules gleam and scintillate, or evanesce 
on the dark surface of the deep, as the stars of night illumine 
and twinkle, and vanish, in the deep field of the heavens. 
But it was upon the stars and not the seas, to-night, on 
which I longest gazed ; and on that southern constellation of 
the cross, I lingered leust, and mused, until my thoughts 
reached towards the mid-watch of the night. I then sought 
my room and penned the following lines :-^ 

9 
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COHHIIKIOH OF SPIRITS; 

Or, Xuting* vhiU gating on ike Canrtaliatiait •/ iht Sonthem Ctem. 

Swiel atare, ihat layyont croaa of light 
On yon blae field, at hours of Dighl, 
Ycnu emblem, ealnilr ffiteaming there. 
Doth win mj Kinl to tean and pnjer. 
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May live, when »U thoM Stan have gone 
To starleas night, without a mora. 
And immortality be mine. 
With her I loved, in bliet divine. 

In blifls divine— it mvut be each, 
When hearts eo meet that loved so nnich ; 
And makes a wmrld all shade appear 
When hearts so boond are parted here. 

Here — ^where alone the weeper goes. 
And tear on tear the eye overflows ; 
And though for all I wake a smite, 
I4e eheer my sorrow may bee^ule. 

Beguile ! ah, no^&e grave alone 
Hath wfiell to cheer my heart forlorn : 
And there, a voke doth wake for me 
As seraph's sweetest sym^iony. 

Symphony — and dearly soft as here. 
My loved one's, 'mong the iriumberere ; 
And tells me now, '< His sweet to die. 
And lay the weeping hod^ by : 

** The body by. And thou dialt eome 
Where spirits have their hapi^ home ; 
And we will lam, how dearer still. 
Where H/fitt no passage knows, nw wiU : 

"Nor win. And 1^ Shan safoty be 
Through blest, dirough dear eternity ; 
And memories and all we were. 
Or hoped io be, together diare. 

'< Together share aikl oft review ; 
And tfaoee sweet loves ao dear renew ; 
As we shall be each other's own. 
In that dear, blest, eternal home : 

" Eternal home. And we will weep 
No more, but raniles our spirits keep, 
And heart against each other's beat. 
As each dear hour n dearer yet : 
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AB RIVED AT LAST, THOUGH NOT LAST OE L^ST. 

Our passage froip the mouth of the Rio Bravo del Norte 
has been agakist head winds, and amid calms, so aa to 
reader os impatient, at times, under the-expeetation that the 
John Adams ittKy have iiad a qtfick run ^to l^ensaoola, aad 
may again have sailed, with our lelters, before we shall have 
reaehed the same port« . The Cumberland, however, made 
the beet of her capabilities, under disadvantageous cireum^ 
stances ; and every pufi* of favoring breese yielded its im- 
pulse to a spread of canvas^ that courted its influence. At 
six bells, the first watoh, the nighi breeze bearing us aloeg 
at a respectable rate, the cry from the lope aanouneed ^ 
Barrancas' light, two points oa our lee bow, and declared 
lis U> be within a £aw miles of the aaohorage off the Na^ 
Yard, Penaaoola. The frigate, impatieptof the oompanu 
tively loi^ d^y on h^ course, had i^read sane oBUSiial 
suls, wide wings and high kites — having set all her 
stoddingHMuls, high aad loW'— sky-saihh^aff tc^*saHe— ^nd 
main-top-gallant-stay-sail — for she was unw^Ung to be an* 
other night at sea. The surface of the deep was even, and 
the motion of the ship hardly perceptible, as she cut her way 
on her night course. Nor was she long, before the desi- 
rable depth of soundings was found — ^the anchors let go — and 
a gun boomed over the water, to tell the Potomac (she having 
joined us during the day) that we had anchored, and to 
follow our motion, and with us, wait for the break of 
day and pilots, to take the ships over the bar, and put j 

them in their berth, off the Navy Yard. And all this en- 
trance into the inner bay was accomplished as the beautiful ^ 
morning of May 29th advanced, with its sunshine and its 
breeze. The pass over the bar and entrance into this inner 
bay, formed by Santa Rosa island and the main land, is de- 
fended by heavy fortifications, whicli showed us, as we con- 
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templated their bearings and threatening fronts^ how secure- 
ly the entrance is defended against an enemy, and how cer- 
tainly it prefers protection to friends* The passage is beau- 
tiful and unique. What is strikingly peculiar, is the ap- 
pearance of the beaob^ as it extends its white lises i^ong 
the shores* The sand, as stainless and colorless at the new 
faUen mov>9 in contrast with a green and sparse scnibby 
growth, pveaents the a{^>earance of long lines of stir^ dash- 
ing on the beach, erery way and every whare-*— on point sod 
aa the Icmger ranges of the shores of both the island and 
the main* We passed handsomely in, followed by tiie Po- 
tonnc— nuking a ^ flying moor,'' and swingkig around, in 
our place, with the Adams /igain, as oar beautiful but smaller 
neighbour* TJras had tl^ Adams noi kft the harbOT ; and 
theu^, having started five days before us, and we ours^es 
bavkig kad a long passage, she had arxived only two dayv 
prenooB to the Cumberland. The Adams had met a gale ; 
and like oursdves^ had beaten against head* winds ; but all, 
4t ktft, suaoessfully reaching this frequent rend^svou^of tbb 
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SECTION VI. 



PENSACOLA. 



LfiTTESS-— they are the blessed angels (ayysXo^) which 
we expect ta oome on their wings to meet us, as the messen- 
gers that bear to us the oalutaticms, for which we turn and 
long, on our arrival at a new port, be^e we look for new 
friends or circumstances of any new interest. Are those 
we love, well-^has Gpd prelected them-«-and are they 
happy ? If the breaking of seals and the perusal of com- 
munications £rom home, tell us all this, we, also, are com- 
paratively happy and well, and then, turn to o^r scenes, 
which may be new, and inquire for their interei^. and what 
bearing they may have, to add knowledge to our observation 
— pleasure, in the formation of new acquaintances — and for 
the agreeable passage of time, while the ship shall be lying 
at her moorings on the bosom of some new bay, that washes 
the>shores of some before unvisited region. 

But these neighboring shores and these surrounding 
watersj which are contemplated from the deck of our fri- 
gate, I have before seen. Yet it was some years ago, and 
before I had been quite around the world, in my wanderings. 
It was among the earliest and wildest adventures of my 
youth ; and yet, was accomplished for observation of my 
own country, in its length and in its breadth, before I sought 
for observation, in countries abroad. And I then thought, 
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what I have since continued to believe, that there was one 
feature in the scenery of this region, that the world beside, 
nowhere else presents. I allude to the apparent snow 
island of Santa Rosa. It is literally, in appearance, snow 
banks and snow valleys, formed by the drift of the sands, 
which are as stainless and as brilliantly white as the clearest 
field of snow which has laid its crystal flakes over the ex- 
panse of an undulating surface in a wintry clime. I have 
seen extensive wastes of barren sand, and felt their heat and 
glare beneath a tropical sun. But nowhere else as here, 
has the pure white surface sent back its reflected light from 
so stainless an expanse, resembling in all its features the sur- 
face of the purest driven snow. On the part of the island 
the most south and near to the fortification, there is conside- 
rable verdure of shrubs, and a small growth of pine. But 
further up, opposite, and yet more north than Pensacola, no 
vestige of herbage, for miles, is seen upon this peculiar 
island ; and there are two elevations of considerable height, 
called the Virgin Hills, which present a beautiful appearance, 
as they throw back the reflected rays of the sun from their 
pure and stainless sides. Around their bases the high tides 
of ocean seem to have rolled, as they have broken over Iheir 
usual barriers of the sea-beach, and left in the eddy-vales 
which they have formed, thousands of shells, to bleach on the 
sand, or when, after a long interval, the tides again come in, 
to be chafed by them to powder. All other sand than this of 
which the island of Santa Rosa is mostly formed, which I 
have elsewhere seen, has been tinged with yellow or brown. 
But this is without a stain, without a tinge ; and the artist 
Catlin, who has sketched a scene on one part of this island 
of Santa Rosa, representing this island sand like the barren 
snow regions of the north, must be deemed extravagant in 
his picture by any eye that has never seen the original. 
This same island of Santa Rosa has long laid in my me- 
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moiy as one of the peeuliarkies^^ pfa^oal iMture, vhich 
lias Bot its associate in the world beKib. So are the grand 
pvaines of the west, in* their extent aod their plains. So is 
(Niagara. They stwwi aJone^ by themselves. And thoogh 
BO one ccHild irtand without eiaotioB on the lone heaoh of this 
island, which beootfies yet niore proibund for its waste and 
mxpuomdj without an herb or tree hr miles upon its sur&oe 
of peeuHar white, yet few, perhaps^ would dignify this i^nd 
w^ its coast of barren sand, as one of nature's woinlers. 
And yet, as one stood upon the Virgin Hills, aAd giUoed on the 
oo^uft ftir out, and on the unequalled scene around him, he 
otmkl not but -f^, while he yet should scarce believe that 
it was the combinations of nature around hkn, which threw 
such siiMimity of emation into hie swelUng boscNn. it U ike 
subimitff ef natures dtsolatM. Go ye then, aad look at it, 
front the tc^ of the Virgin Hill% where Uie snow around you 
rmnakis eternal, though beneath an almost torrid iSun. 

This peculiar- island of Santa Rosa, with its long line of 
RMuiy miles, ham the extensive and beautiful bay of Pen- 
sacoia, which is the best, and the only harbor along the 
western shoites of the Gulf, £>r large vessels* The town of 
Pensacda is situated some seven miles from the inlet to the 
bay, jkMTth, aild on the main slK)re ; and ^ bey itself would 
adTord aafb anchorage for « thousand ships* . The Navy 
Yard is about five miles from the. town ^ and off the Navy 
Yard our ships are now lying. On Monday, June 1st, I made 
a. visit to Peosaoda, to renew some olden asBociatioBS— -review 
^den loeaiitie»-'and, again, to breathe the Jand breeze, on 
ahoee. IWtown I found as I had before seen it, tome years 
1^0 ; yie same Inonotonous rectangular str orto t he same 
one or two story wooden houses, with l%ht piagza a ■ s om e 
pvettily enib(Nrered in green foliage emd luxuriant shrubs and 
flowers-^'^mt many were d^apidatdd or patehed up and com- 
fortleeS) as ^ hoCsun was reflected back f»>m the arid sand 

9* 
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of the streets* The oHmate is &vorable ibr the growth of 
shrubbmy ; and the alUiea and the flowering myrtle re&ck 
almost the sbe of forest trees ; while the fig trees ricUj 
laden with their luscious fmits, and the orange trees, and 
the pride of China, tend to absorb the hot rays of the vui^ 
and give shade and beauty to the premises where they are 
cultivated. There is but little ^riil, however, a^^Mtrent 
throughout the town — but Uttie that is new and id repair, 
or of interest to the eye^ save the few pretty cottages, found, 
like birds' nests, secreted anlong the deep ^ades of the em- 
bowering trees. And in some of these there are-^-wbat for 
ever interest-*H9Weet eongstens, and at the evening faoUr the 
soft strain of music may be heard, oonung on the mild air 
from different pointSy and borne along in harmonies as well as 
sound, to the listening ear. Among the calls I nmde^ one of 
these sweet singers gave me music, whidi I was glad to 
hear. The words were known to me, and were sweetly 
sung. And one trill of the compositon recalled a remem- 
bered kindred strain in Handd's water music, which noi^ 
but cme could strike, as it awoke beneath the tooeh of her 
snowy heoid and gave forth the perception of hei' beaatdfM 
spirit. 

And in this town, jrears ago^ I heard imisie whioh bow 
will wake no more. Masy, who9e names I oould recall as 
associated with^his place though they were not all of it, have 
gmie to a world where is all hannony or is aH diwcwd. The 
lll-foted PiTLAssi, that was wrecked off Cape Hatteras, bon 
some of them to a grave in the sea. Judge Cunnroa was 
one. ^ And his accomplished daughter, who enrng '^Love 
Not '* with inodmparahle sweetness and sioifiHoity, has dso 
gone to a world where spirits "love** for ever, and •*die** 
not. And J. Loring Woart, who was my travelling oona- 
panion when I was here before, also perished m that ill-fotad 
steamer^ with his devoted companion. I had heard them e^c- 
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press a wish that ikey might die together* But then> did they 
little dream of the manner and the sufiering that should he 
ait^idant on their passage to a common and billowed grave. 
His heart was made up of generous sympathies, and his mind 
of beautiful perceptions, and his language, often, in public 
discourse, of a pleasing and placid eloquence. When I 
iieard of the catastrophe of the wreck of the Pulaski, attended 
by the loss of so many live?, I was half way around the world 
— at Canton, in China. And I then felt I had cause to deem 
it one of those my^rious providences which seems at times, 
if not always, to direct one's individual steps, that I was not 
a sharer of the fortunes and the grave of the passengers of 
this vessel, which proved the coffin of thirteen of my ac- 
quaintances* 

Judge D. is now in Pensacola, and opens his first court on 
Monday, under the new ConsUtution of the State of Florida. 
I was hapfy to renew an acquaintance with a gentleman of 
so much interest of character, both in his professK)n, and as 
a Christian. After my second discourse on Sunday, in town, 
he delayed ibr a moment, to request me to open his court by 
prayer on Monday morning. I did so— the Judge, in an ap- 
prc^ate and interesting address ta the bar and persons in 
court, premising that it was his usual practice, and it would 
oontintte to be, on the first morning of the session of his courtSi 
to have them opened by prayer. He did this because he 
thought the custom eminently calculated to impress the peo- 
ple that there was a connection between the administration 
of the laws and the responsibility of those who assisted in 
carrying them into execution. There was a Providence, he 
continued, which presides over nations as well as over individ- 
uals. And though in this ancient place, where the law has long 
been administered by the x^ourts, there might be less reason 
for the adoption of this custom, to awaken these impressions, 
yet he felt the profuriety of the proceeding on such occasions 
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of acknowledging pur dependence on the Supreme Being, and 
he therefore asked the attention of those present to the prayer 
that would be offered. I could not but feel how appropriate 
was this proceeding of Judge D., and politic as it was Chris- 
tian, as it would enable him always to take an elevated stand, 
and give a high moral tone to the administration of justice. 
And I am sure that both equity and law will reoeire such an 
administration from his bench, that both justice and piety shaH 
approbate. 

On IVfonday evening I took tea with Dr. and Mrs. A. 
Judge D. is their guest. Mrs* A. is a lady of interesting 
manners, and a clever woman. She somewhat prides herself 
on housekeeping, and likes it, I presume, agreeably to one of 
Bonaparte's complimentary axioms, that persons always like 
that in which they excel. The evening was very agreeably 
spent ; and the moon seemed rapidly to have travelled on her 
course, in these transparent heavens, €is I passed out through 
a path of pomegranates, having bade adieu to my agreeable 
friends. 

The next nK>ming I finished my |>urchase& of moay nioe 
things, to add comfort to an expected cruise of some three, 
four, or five months longer in the Gulf ; and with a pretty 
boquet from a hand which I thanked for gathering it for me, 
I found my way to the steamer which was to take the strag- 
glers to the frigate ere she should sail on the morrow. 

The steamer was a long half hour in making her way 
from the town to the Navy Yard. Some of the ladies from 
the officers' families attached to the yard^ were on board, 
and navy officers themselves, in any quantities, from both 
the ships and yard. 

The ship having delayed her departure few twenty-four 
hours, I re- visited the shore, at the. Navy Yard, to make my 
adieus to the families there. 

The Navy Yard itself is neatly laid out, and some atten- 
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tion has been paid in ornamenting it witb shrubbery and 
trees. The Spanish bayonet, at this moment in full blossom, 
presents a peculiar and interesting plant to the eye not ^mi- 
liar with it. The plant itself grows as taH as « man, slim, 
and with bayonet leaves. - The blossom is one large collec- 
tion of adjusted bells, like immense snow-drops or lilies of 
the valley, so arranged, that they form together an immense 
white MoBsom, as large as a common sized sugar-loaf, and 
somewhat resembling it, in its conical shape, as it is sup- 
ported by the stem of the plant, which rises out of its cen- 
tre, and bears the blossom aloft above the foliage of the plant, 
like the musical instrument sometimes seen in a full band, 
elevated above the rest, adjusted with bells, and known by 
the name of the Turitish Cymbal. 

The house of the Commandant of the yard, now occu- 
pied by Captain Latimer, is embowered by well grown tfees, 
and surrounded by a multitude of lowering shrubs and 
plants. Either way, the house of the Commodore is flanked 
by five handsome dwelling-houses, surrounded by a double 
range of piazzsM, particularly appropriate for this latitude, 
and highly omamental in their architectural arrangement. 
These houses are occupied by the different officers stationed 
at this place. 

The Chapel is a prettily arranged upper room, in one of 
two octagonal buildings, which are omamental to the yard, 
but as intercepting the view from the dwelling-houses, not 
most wisely located. 

Notwithstanding there is much that is pleasant in the 
arrangements of the Pensacola Navy Yard, it is still an out- 
of-the-way place ; and to me, there seems a deep deso^ateness 
hanging about it, as if it were more of a foreign than a home 
station ; as if one were here cut-^off from all communioation 
with the world beside. And it is a good deal so. If the families 
here are fortunate enough to number a collection of persons 
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of interest among themselves) their circle may be considerable, 
and suffident for the time being to a^rd them society. But 
at best, it is one of the out-of-the^world locs^ons. And yet it is 
a most important station in view of the ^national interests 
which it embrckces as a station for our navy, both in peace 
and in war, and ^spedally in this Mexican wi^. 

Here, too, I heard the " Messenger Bird " sung by two 
young ladies, with voices that were^ sweet and.pc^etio lA 
the execution of thisi little song, which, for its sentiment, 
may justly be deemed a sacred ballad : 

*' Tell us, in heaven, do they love us yet. 
And do they not, in heaven, forget V* 

Having said farewell to those whom I had briefly met, 
and now as briefly, and almost hurriedly, have parted with, 
I came ofl* to the ship, in the suruhwn boat ; the sun's own 
glorious self, to-night, puttu^ on all his gorgeousneiss, in 
whiieh in this climate he sometimes robes himself for his 
sunset display. I often bless him ^r his glorious exhibition 
in cdbnng ; and always, however gorgeous, he yet so mel- 
lows his drapeiyi of illuminated clouds as to preserve a beau- 
tiful has'mony, that makes the heart sog in its musings, mod 
better for its contemplations at such an hour, while behold* 
ing nature's most glorious object as seen from this earth. 
How oiteu do my thoughts go back to the soaies I have wit- 
nessed, at the sunset hour in the eastern world, as I have 
marked hundreds of the reverential Fareeee sitting, after 
their Persian manner, on the green grass of the promenade 
at Bombay, and gazing on the glorious orb of day, as he 
bathed hinaself at eve in the western ocean, and they adoriog 
him as their glorious god» If nature has any object inani- 
mate, to call forth the devotion of the heart in its adoration 
and veneration, it is surely the sun-^^thcit splendid orb— *a8 
he goes down to his western bed, in his robes of all glory 
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and magnificence, but solemnly — almost as solemnly as the 
judgment day — ^yet throwing back his beautiful light, in 
softening, and encouraging, and even winning loveliness, 
that melts the bosom to pathos and tears. 

The Cumberland, accompanied by the Potomac, put to 
sea on Thursday, the 11th of June ; the Cumberland for 
Vera Cruz, the Potomac to stand on and off, and wait a few 
days longer for despatches and letters. The Adams had 
already gone to the Isla de Verde, and thither we follow. 
God speed us, with favorable breeises, continued health, and 
thankful hearts. 
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to review the difficulties between the United States and 
Mexido, which have led to the present state of open war be- 
tween the two republics. 

The Mexican spoliations and the annexation of Texas to 
the United States, are evidently the remote causes of the war 
that is now waging between the two republics. The spolia- 
tions mostly occurred between the years 1831 and 1837. A 
treaty of commerce and navigation had been formed between 
the two countries as early as 1831 ; and American citizens, 
relying upon protection, in accordance with the stipulations 
of this treaty, had engaged in commerce with Mexico, and 
many had settled within its limits in the prosecution Of their 
businesss. But, in numerous instances, these residents were 
deprived of their personal liberty, and plundered of their 
property by the Mexican authorities ; and on several occa- 
sions the flag of the United States was openly insulted. 
Without reference, particularly, to specific cases by further 
allusion, the following statement will show the extent of the 
deprivations, which were committed by Mexico. 

The amount of demands on Mexico for spoliations^ which 
were finally adjudicated under the convention, entered into 
by the two governments, dated April 11, 1839, is 92,029,- 
189 26. (Auc. Washington Union.) The claims reforred 
to the umpire, upon a disagreement between the American 
ftnd- Mexican commissioners, but which were not finally de- 
cided by the umpire, are $928,627 88. The amount of 
claims submitted to the board too late to be considered, ac- 
cording to the estimate of the claimants themselves, is #3,- 
896,887 65. Seventeen claims, filed in the Department at 
Washington, since the adjournment of the board, and accord- 
ing to Uie estimate of the claimants themselves, amount to 
the additional sum of 91,147,989 55. These amounts, to« 
getber, make a total of 97,489,594 34. Besides this amount, 
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there are other claims filed aince the adjoummeat of the 
conventioQ, <mi which the claimaaits themselres have placed 
no estimate. 

Of this seven and a half millions of dollars, which an im- 
partial estimate would probably reduce to five miUions, no- 
thing has been paid, with the exception of three qumrter-yearl j 
instalments out of the twenty quarter-yearly instalments^ into 
which the first adjudicated item of $2,26,139 68 was divided, 
together with the addition of a small sum of interest. 

It is believed not to be injustice to Mexico, to affirm that 
she has at different times resorted to many shifts and evasions, 
in order to avoid the payment of these claims ; and there are 
some circumstances of peculiar aggravation, which have 
marked her conduct. In 1837, Greneral Jackson, then Pres- , 
ident of the United States, declared in his message of that 
year, the sentiment of the government, in ccmnecticm with 
these unsettled claims against Mexico. " The length of time 
since some of the injuries have been committed, the repeated 
and unavailing applications for redress, the wantcm character 
of some of the outrages upon the persons of our citizens, upon 
the (^cers and flag of the United States, independ^t of re- 
cent insults to this government ijtnd people, by the late extra- 
ordinary Mexican minister, toould justiff^ in tie epes of cM 
no^aittf, immiediaAt war.'' Instes^ily however, of appealing to 
such an alternative, or making reprisals on Mexican com* 
merce, as was advocated at the time by some, the American 
Congress was controlled by milder counsels, and the result 
was, that a special messenger was sent to MexieOr to make a 
formal demand for << justice and satis&ctien," agreeably to 
the provisions of the treaty. Noting, however, but promisat 
were obtaii^ ; nor has any thing, with the exceptioa of tho 
instalments, as previously stated, been secured since. And 
while it may be remarked that the oUigations which the Mex^ 
ioan gcMrernment b«ve thus laid itself under to Ike govern- 
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ment of Htm United Ststes, consequent on a long series of in- 
juries to the persons, and spoliations to the property of many 
of her citizens, is a debt, if possible, of yet deeper obligation 
than that of private contracts ; and that, although Mexico 
was long indulged by continued forbearance on the part ol 
the United States government, in view of the unsettled afiairs 
and supposed embarrassment of the treasury of the Mexican 
republic, yet the final plea on which the Mexican govern* 
ment has suc^nded its paymmits, is not inabUky but indU' 

The origin of this feeling, and the subsequent action on 
the part of M^eo, in her relations with the United States, 
eondiK)t us to luaother and the pdnoipal point of the contro- 
versy between the two nations! I allude to the Annexation 
OP Texas to the United States. This, evidently, must be 
eonsidered as the principal cause of the open rupture between 
the two governments. Mexico, at least, eeixed cm the occa- 
sion as im opportunity for making a bluster before the wcnid, 
and where the matter was better understood, in a smaller 
way, before the United States. She was called on, in her 
own esteem, to vindicate her wounded dignity^ and to express 
national indignation at a proceeding wluch she declared in- 
vdived the int^rity of the Mexican empire. But it may be 
a just inquiry, whether there 4id not lie a deeper reason— 4f 
not various reasons^ — benes^h this action c^ eX{H«ssing na« 
tional displeasure at the recepticoi of supp(M»ed indignity from 
the United S^es. The Act of Congress of Mareh 1st, 1845, 
for the annexation c^ Texas, at least, has been made a prei" 
text for vnthhoJding ike iridemnity already e^^reed t^ott, and for 
rentUng all overiurei for a» adjustment of the claims which 
have not as yet he6n joinity iwesUgated^ The Me^can min- 
iver, oa the passage of this resolution of annexation, by 
Ck^^iessy demanded his paa^ports ; and the American min- 
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ister in Mexico was notified that no further diplomatic rela- 
ticms could be continued between the two countries. 

That Mexico had no right to complain of this simple act 
of the American Congress, annexing Texas, mihout spee^ 
cation of houndaries, is donbtlees the oorrect view of the mat. 
ter, in connection with the prevailing code of national law as 
generally maintained by the nations of Eu^rope and America. 
Texas hsui declared* her independence; and for years had 
successfully maintained it. It had been acknowledged by 
the United States, by Great Britain, and by France ; and 
most certainly, therefore, had Great Britain and France, no 
just voice to raise, in opposition to the movem^at, in the 
counsels between the United States and Texas. Still, the 
opposition to the mecfsure on the part of Mexico was made 
to the bare act of the annexation of Texas, for^ the boundaries 
between the Texan and Mexican territories were left, by the 
Act of Annexation, to be adjusted by fixture n^otiatien 
between the Mexican government and the United States. 
Mexico claimed dl of Texas, as a revolted province ; and 
all of her public acts, so far as they have been developed to 
show her displeasure towards the United States > up toihm 
time of the withdrawal of the Mexioan mini^r, and the 
measures attendant on that act of non-intercourse between 
the two nations, were predicated on her assumed right to mU 
of Texas, as if that province was stjli an integral part of the 
republic of Mexico. Therefore, up to this period of the eon- 
troversies between the tw6 countries, the question of bourn* 
dories entered not among the causes of complamt against 
the United States by the government of Mexico. ' 

Diplomatic relations between the two countries havnug 
now terminated, by the wi^drawal of the Mexican minister 
plenipotentiary from Washington, and passports tendered to 
and received by the American minister at Mexieo, a state of 
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nonliotercourse succeeded, while the American consuls yet 
held their places, both at Mexico and Vera Cniz. 

The policy of uniting Texas to the United States has 
been amply discussed before the American people. That it 
•hall fend to augment slavery in the Unit^ States or gene- 
rally, for one, I do not nor ever have believed. Gn the con- 
trary, it has always appeared to me, that the natural tend- 
ency of the iheasure will be to relieve Maryland, Virginia, 
and Kentucky^ of thmr slave populati(H3, and to hasten the 
period when the0e States shall be reckoned among the 
£ree States of the Union. This, not because annexation 
will produce a change upon the public sentiment of public 
men in those States, as to the n^ral bearing of the question 
of slavery, but the true and best policy £>r these States will 
be to send their^slaves south, and to fill up their own terri- 
tory with a free population ; and therefore, self-interest will 
dictate the final consummation of this result. 

But this measure of annexation, whether for good or for 
ill, has certamly given to the American people, a feel- 
ing that their dei^ny is to spread over an extent of ter- 
ritory, which is not as yet possessed by them. And tha^ 
conservative principle, which has heretofore controlled the 
pubHc councils of our nation, namely, that our truest inter- 
est lies in confining our national limits within the territory 
already possessed, has given way before a foeling, if not of 
ambition, yet of a species of self-^^omplacency, at the idea 
that the best welfare of the North American conti&eBt is con- 
nected with the universal establishm^t of our im^tutions 
over its length and its breadth. But regardless of lessons 
taught by the history of the past, which it i^ust be confessed 
should be modified in the application of their natural deduc- 
tions to ourselves in this era of the world as to the extending 
of the boundaries of a Republic, yet there are elements that 
will be introduce by extending ourselves musk beyond 
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our present limits, which will tend to endanger the irtabilitj 
of our UoicHQ. And yet, to counteract these, the facilities of 
associi^on, .and other developments that science is making 
in this age of x^ut world and republic, present their counter- 
balancing considerations and eoeouragements. A Southern 
Republic looms up in theyisicNas of some, in view of our pro- 
bfible onward extension and aggrandizement And if the 
final annexation of all of Mexico could ei^r into the wild 
dreams of the North American republic, and be consum- 
Hmted, there would be something to be apprehended in the 
efiect which the Papal system of religion would have upon 
the political interests of ourxsountry, directed as that^stem 
is by the body of Priests who are connected with it ; and 
controlled as the masses sometimes are or may be, thrcmgh the 
confessional, and under other political influences connected 
with the Roman Cathc^ic adhesiveness, were it not, that 
the country would be thrown open, by the constilutum, 
to th^ ingress of Protestants, whose greater energy, gene- 
rally superior intelligence, and final accession to the weahh 
of the country, would check and control the efiects of an 
otherwise to be apprehended institution, with its political- 
meddling priesthood. 

But to return to the prepress of the difficulties between 
the two governments of Mexico and the United States, as 
resulting fix»n the annexation of Texas to the American 
Union. The Mexican minister having left the country on the 
Gonsummadon of the act of annexation by the United States 
Congress, and passports having been tendered by the Mex- 
ican government to the-American minister then resident at 
the city of Mexico, with the declaration that diplomatic in- 
tercourse could no longer be continued between the two gov- 
ernments, it, of course, in point* of etiquet, became neces- 
sary for Mexico to make the first overture, whenever diplo- 
matic relations should be renewed or desired. Matters had 
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remained in this state of hon^iplomatic intercourse, firmn 
March until September, The President of the United States 
being desirous that all difficulties should be amicably settled, 
was willing to waive mere forms, and even to concede some- 
thing to the petulance of Mexico, in the hopes that difficulties, 
daily increasing, might yet be adjusted by diplomacy^, and 
the alternative of war be avdded. He therefore mcuie the 
initiatory advance, for renewing a friendly diplomatic inter- 
course witt Mexico. This action of the President, through 
the American consul, at Mexico, was apparently kindly met, 
and there was great , hope on the part of the ■ Executive of 
the United States government, that these matters would be 
^ally adjusted^ by amicable negotiation.^ The various steps 
in this movement, on the part of the two governments, may 
be seen by a reference to the papers that passed between 
the functionaries of the two nations, but which, for their vo^ 
lume, cannot be inserted in this place. 

This correspondence, however, led to the appointment of 
a Minister Plenipotentiary, with full powers to adjust all 
difficulties amicably, which existed between the two govern^ 
ments. That Minister appeared in Mexico, aijd asked an 
audience. But it was denied. The good faith of an appa- 
rently well-meaning government under Herrera, was falsified 
and broken by the succeeding revolution under General Pa- 
redes, whose motto was " war against the North Americans*" 
By the government which this revolution established in power, 
the American Minister, who sought their coast on an errand 
of peace, was dismissed. Mr. SlidelPs correi^Mndence shows 
where the responsibility which defeated the purposes of the 
mission lay — and it was with the Mexican rulers. 

The American Minister having been unceremoniously 
dismissed, afler a solemn engagement, as Mr. Black^s cor- 
respondence will show, on the part of the Mexican govern- 
ment that an Envoy from the United States should be re- 
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oeiyed, the only alternative now remaining, seemed to be a 
resort to arms. Nothing else could be expected, in the col- 
lisions that must of necessity occur in the onward action of 
the two nations, without the means of explanation, and where 
the interests of the two nations in the esteem of each were so 
decidedly conflicting. 

The careful reader, moreover, of the correspondence re- 
ferred to, will have observed that there seems to have been 
a determined design cm the part of the Mexican government, 
to maintain he^ sovereignty over her revolted province, and 
to invade Texas. This will more especially appear in the 
language both of the Pronunciamento and the Inaugural of 
General Paredes ; the one, given at the hesui of his army, 
the other, on his accession to power. And this, Texas being 
now annexed to the United States, involved an invasion of 
the territory of the northern republic. To meet any exi- 
gency that might occur in case of the failure of negotiation, 
and forewarned by the overbearing lemguage of the Mexican 
government, the President of the United States pre-occu]Hed 
the southern boundary of Texas by an armed force under 
General Taylor, which was ordered to moye still nearer the 
Rio Bravo del Norte ; and finally, to hold its left bank as 
the boundary, between Texas and Mexico, or until that 
boundary should be adjusted. All prospect of amicable ne- 
gotiation daily diminished, and finally ceased ; and, instead 
of it, a threatened invasion presented itself on the frontier of 
the Mexican territory, with designs which, on their ^ part, 
ceased to be concealed. 

Greneral Taylor's command, having moved forward un- 
der the orders from the Department to the Rio Bravo del 
Norte or Grande, now amounted to some 3500 men. 

Already the Mexican ^Drces had been collecting near the 
same point, making Matamoras their head-quarters. And 
here the two armies were now confronting each other, their 
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•epamte batl«ms having been thrown ap, and their distance 
from each other beipg nearly within rjfle gihot. 

To thifi pews, then, had the public a^rs between the 
two countries ; been brought, in the month of March, 184^ 
On the 28th (^ that mon^ we have the Ibllowing inter- 
estii^ 

MINTTTBS 

€>f an infetview between Brigadier general W, J.Worth, |7. S. A., and 
General Sofnulo Ve$a, of the Mexican army, held on the right 
batik of the Mio Grande, ^ 

On exhibiting a white flag on the bank of the Rio Grande, a boat 
with two officers, represented as cavalry officers, together with an inter- 
preter and a fourth person, crossed from the right bank of the river. 

It was stated through an intei^jreter, Mr. Mitchell, that a General 
officer of the U. S. Artnyhad been ^ntby his comtnandlng Genera!, with 
dispatches, to the commanding General at Matamohui, and to the civil 
authorities ; and that an interview was requested. 

After some conversation explanatory of the above, tte Mexican party 
recrossed the river, to report to the commaiiding Greneral at Matamoras, 
and return with his reply. Ah open note for the American Consul at 
Matamoras, with an endorsement on the back in pencil, was delivered to 
the Mexican officer. He replied that he should hand it td the command- 
ing General. "Certainly, cJr course," was General Worth's remark in 
reply. 

On the return of the same party. General Mejia sent word, that if the 
commanding General of the American force wished ti conference with 
the commanding General of the Mexican forces, it would readily be ac- 
ceded to ; but as a junior to the Commanding General, on the part of the 
American troops, had requested a conference. General Mejia could not 
entertain such a proposition ; but that an officer of corresponding rank 
and position, in the Mexican forces, would be ready to receive any com- 
munication sent by General Taylor. 

It was perceived that the relation of the parties was misapprehended, 
they supposing that a conference was requested ; this was corrected im- 
mediately, and it was reiterated that General Worth was merely the 
hearer of dispatches, with authority to relate verbally certain matters of 
interest to the commanding General at Matam6i;as. 

The proposition of General Mejia was then acceded to, with the re- 
mark, that this was a mere question of form, which should not be pe>mit- 
ted to interfere with any arrangements necessary to the continuaiice of 
the friendly relations now existing between the two governments. 

The Mexican party recrossed to the right bank, and after a short ab- 
sence returned, stating that General Romulo Vega would receive General 
Worth on the right bank of the river— their own selection^o^ the recep- 

10 
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tion of any comDMUiicftlioii wkkh 6S«iia8l W<»di Bnght-lttve lo mtJie 
from the commanding General. 

Genera] Worth then crossed the river, accompanied by Lieutenant 
Smith, Aid-de-Camp, Lieatenantt Magruder, Deas -and Blake, attached 
to his staff; together with Lieutenant Knowlton as interpreter. On ar- 
riving at the right bank of the river. General tVorth was received by 
Genera] Vega with beeomuig courtesy and raepect, aad introduoed to the 
" Authorities of Matamoras," represented in the person of the Licencjado 
Casares. On the Mexican part were present. General Vega, the Licen- 
ciado Casares, two officers — represented as cavalry officers — an interpre- 
ter, with a person named Juan N. Garcia, Official de Defensores. 

After the usual courtesies on meeting, it was stated by General 
Worth, that he was the hearer ^ dispatckee from the commaadiBg 
gsneral of the American forces to General Mejia, and to the civil autho- 
rities of Matamoros. A written and unsealed document was produced, 
and Greneral Vega desiring to know its contents, it was carefiilly read> 
and translated into French by Lieutenant Knowlton, and afterwards re- 
translated into Spanish by the Mexican interpreter. General Vega then 
stated, that be had been directed to receive such communications as 
General Worth might present from his commanding General ; going on 
to say, that the march of the United States troops into a part of the 
Mexican territory, Tamaulipas, was considered as an act of war. 

, General Worth. " I am well aware that some of the Mexican people 
consider it an aggressive act, but" (interrupted by the Mexican interpre- 
ter ; and after a slight discussion of the international question on the 
part of General Vega), General Worth repeated the above remark, adding 
that it was not so considered by his government ; that the army had 
been ordered there by his government, and that there it would remain ; 
whether rightfully or otherwise, that was a question to be settled be- 
tween the two governments." Greneral Vega, still disposed to argue the 
merits of the case, was told by General Worth, that «' he came to state 
&cts, not to argue them." 

General Worth then stated that he had been sent with dispatches 
from his commanding General to General Mejia, that General Mejia had 
refused to receive them from him personally, adding, with emphasis and 
some degree of warmth, " I now state that I withdraw this dispatch, 
having read it merely as an act of courtesy to Gerferal Vega ; that, in 
addition to the written despatch to General Mejia, I am authorized to 
express verbally the ^entiments :ivith which the commanding general 
proposed to carry out the instructions of his government, in which he 
hoped to preserve the peaceable relations between the two governments, 
leaving all questions between the two countries to be settled between tlie 
two governments ; and if hereafter General Mejia wished to commuiH- 
cate with General Taylor, he must propose the means— assuring Gene- 
ral Vega that, should General Mejia present himself or send his commu- 
nications by a subaltern officer, in either case, he would be received with 
proper courtesy and respect. The question of right of territory was 
again opened by General Vega, who asked how the United States go- 
vernment would view the matter should the Mexican troops march into 
or occupy a portion of the territory of the United States ? General Worth 
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repUtd, tbttt OtfnenA Vega nriglit i»rblttfo>3r be fsm^irr with ttie eld pro- 
verb, ** Sufficient for the day la the evU thereof," and that " it would be 
lime enough to eonalder sach matteiv when the act was perpetrated." 

The proverb did not appear to be tramiated by the Mexican inter- 
prtiet, bset wa« received ^ Oen^ral Yega with a smile and slight (Antrg. 

Gineral Win-th, l» the Amerioal Conanl hi arrest or in pr^n 1 

General Vega . No. 

€hmtral Wevlk. Is he noW in die ezefeifie of his proper functions t 

General Vega, after apparently consul ting with the Lieenciado C 
miK» ibr a momoit, repHed that he was. 

Generttl Worth. Then, as an American ^oflleer, in the name of my 
gmm ame&t and eommanding General, I demand an interview #ich the 
©onaul df my country. 

No reply. 

Ghmeral Worth* Hat Bfezioo dei^uvd war against the t^ted 
aiates? 

General Vega. Mo. , 

General Worth, Are the two oomnries still at peace t 

General Vega. Yes. 

General Wor^. Then, I again demand an interview witli the 
Oansa} ei my goVenrment, in Matamoras^— In presence, of course, of 
tiieae gernkmen, or any other that the commanding General in Mata- 
moras may be pleased to designate. 

General ¥efa)eiterated, that the Consai waain the prop^ezerefse of his 
functions ; that he was not in arrest, nor were any Americans in Mata- 
maros in arrest ; that he would submit the demand to General Mejia, 
adding that he thought there would be great difficulty. This denumd 
was repeatedly made, in the most emphatic manner, and a reply re- 
qu es t ed ; Genetal Vega stating that the Consul continued in the exercise 
cif kkve fanettoCis^ and tilat ^ demand wotkl be submitted to General 
Mejia. 

Here the interview was suspended, while the Lieenciado left ihe party 
to submit, as we understood, the demand for an hiterview with the Consul 
to General Me^a. While engaged in friendly intercourse. General Worth 
stated to General Vega, in an informal manner, as an evidence of the good 
feith, intentions, and dispositions of his^commanding General, that he was 
Well aware of the importance of the Brazos de Santiago to the commerce 
and business commtirrity of Matamoras ; that he would respect their laws 
and customs, and freely grant entrance and exit to all Mexican and other 
vessels trading with Matamoras on the same terms as before its occupation 
by the United States, leaving all questions arising therefrom to be settled 
hereafter by the two goyernraents. At the expiration of about a quarter 
of an hoiir the Lieenciado returned, and reported that General Mejia 
woold not accede to the request for an interview on the part of General 
Worth, saying nothing, however, relative to the question of the Consul. 

General Vega was' then again informed that the dispatches intended 
to be delivered to Greneral Mejia by Generrl Worth, in person, would be 
returned by him (General W.) to his commanding General, considering 
any other disposition of them as disrespectful to him, repeating that they 
had been read to General Vega in coarteay to him, aad that Gknend 
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Mejift mvuBt Ukm hit ewn mfans of eosHmaicftlyif williQ«ntMU TmfUf ; 
that whether Greneinl M^jiaaent a siqterior er tobaltefn officer ttO'G^jml 
Taylor, at all times accessible, he woi^d Jbe reeeiTed witb ha^onuof 
coartesy and hospitality, preseating, at the saoMt time^ a wfitten and 
.•ealed document for the civil authorities of Matamorae, which wa« 
received by General Vega, and Immediately tnmsferrjsd to the X^cciieiado 
Casares. 

Qtnnml V*§a, Is it the i&te^t¥m of Geneml T«|Elor to jmoatm on 
the left bank of the Rio Grange? 

General Worth, Most assuredly ; and theve to rgmmamMil^irMiai 
otberwiae by his govenuaent. 

General V^;a lei^arked that " we" felt jwdignation at seeiag the 
American flag placed on the Rio Grande, a por^c^ »i the ,M^Eicaii 
territory. 

General Worth repliad, " that was a mafiterof taste y paitwitVrtanding 
that, there it would remain." The army had been ordered to occapy iHB 
present position by its government ; it came in a peacefol mther than a 
belligerent attitude, with a deteraunation to respect the ri|^ and eus- 
tomsof those on the right bank of the Rio Graiide^ while it. oSeim pro- 
tection to all on the left bank within their own territovy. 

No reply having been rejoeived firom Geoeml Vega iwiative ta the de- 
mand for an interview with the American GobsuI, the ipiestioii was again 
introduced by General Worth, and thederaandior the last time JeiterMd. 

Gcmeml Vega promptly lefuaed^to accede to the dea^nd, nplying. 
without waiting ^ the interpretation, " No, no." 

General Worth. I have now to state that the re&sal of my demand to 
see the American CobbuI is regarded as a belligerent act ; and in concki- 
sion, I have to add, that the commanding -General of the Ameriean foroes 
on the left bank of the river vidll regard the passage of any armed paity 
of Meaquis inkaotile mrr^ acrosa the Rio Giande, aa, an act of war, 
and pursue it accordingly. 

The interview here tcrmioaled, and Geaexal Worth aad staff le- 
tomed to the left bank o^ ^ rWer. 

The above contains the eubetanoe of the interview between Generala 
Worth and Vega, and, as ^ as possible, the exact words and ezpfessioQa 
used on the pocaaion. Lieutenants Koowlton and Magmder, ^the firat 
Artillery, Lieutienant Peas of the fourth Artilkfy, Lievdeaant ^lake.of 
the Topographical JEIngineers, and Lieutenant Smith of the eighth 1a- 
iiantry, were pcepant at the inienriew. 

Greneral Ampcidla arrivh^ at Matamoras at this period 
with additional troops, superseded General Mejia. He soon 
addressed a letter to Greneral Tayk>r, (April 11hh>) statRig^it 
to be the definitive orders of his government, to require the 
Amertean General with his foroes to letire beyond the 
Nueces. And to allow General Taylor to do this. General 
Ampudk gave kim tweoty-feur hours. And unlets doBO) 
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im fliffpetil to ttr«M woold be hcid> and the «Mial rulee of wfif 
would g^ilde him iii his operatSotis. 

General Taylor replied^ deppectttingllie^dteiliatiVe pfm* 
posed, but uDder the orders of hi& gOVertiiiAeot he oould not 
do otherwise than hold his present position, while he would 
wi»h^to a^d all ofi^Hice to ^ MeiticiUii gefvernB^af, and 
leave all difficulties^ ibr dtetMsibA^ and sentetnent hf flier 
goi^mtiiedt9 tkemselTes. Be however held himself in reai. 
diness,^ id case of any aggi^M^on, to meel< arms wi^ arttiip* 

On the metnfaig of the 8d of Mny Geviei^VT^rflolr took up 
h» line of Mai«h| widi the milin body of Ms Ibf^ fh)iii hki^ 
kMrenehments which he had rapidly thrown up, opposite Mai^ 
amoras^ ibr PScmit Isabels The object of General Taylor in 
noarehing to IsabeV, wa^ iSo gain stip^ie^ £>r hits am^^, a^ 
measmre absolt^y neceaeary, though^ in^feappr^hetidsaoil^of 
an i^tai^ frcmi gr^iiiCty 8iiperf»r Bumhers, it was d^sei^ 
attended by ^ifficuUy a»d noi^cotisidevaye haseai^di, Genetid^ 
Taylor reached Point Teabel without kitermptioBv 

General Taylor having procured hiid traki' of bajf^foge^ 
wagon% and leaving a atna^l fi»roe fcn'tie^ defence of ^le 
depot at PoiBt Isabel in ease of an attack by a detachment 
Irom the Mexican army, with his remaining feroMj now 
acnonntkig to about 21§0 men> he commenced his^ returni 
to the fkyi-work opposite Matamoriis^ whkh, as has hmet 
described, w«s so gallantly defended by t^e niffeitnnate 
I^rown^ whose name i« now for ever to be associated Wi^ tiie 
ibrtificatien, within the intrendimei^ of whioh^ and In im 
defence, he fell« But on his way to regldn his po^on op« 
posite Matamorae, as we have seen in preceding sections, and 
under circumstances Which, in their rssnlts, have thrilled 
^le American Union, Gen. Taylor met the Mexican army, 
vid^ich sought to cutoff and expected to destrc^ the entire feree 
tmder the American Gr^iend. Bnt in tlie battles on the 8th 
and Ml of May^ on which the two aiinies met and measured 
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their arms, the American forces triumphed ;.anfi[ the Mexicaii 
army, with a terrible overthrow, was routed aod dit^rsed. 
Thus far, have we given a sketch of the eUfieuities, as they 
have originated and advanced to a cr^is, between the~ two 
Republics. 

And now, we will leave our gallant little army, for a 
moment, to repose on its well-earned laurels, while we in« 
quire further for the re^ftoiuilnMty of GomiBencii^ these hos- 
tilities. Which mUen struck the first ieUigerent blow ? 

The consent of the Mexican government to arrange the 
existing difficulties by unicable negotiation, was, doubtless, 
sincere. And that the project of ^ two goveBrnments 
&iled, in consequence of a revolution favored by G^eneral 
Paredes, then at the head of the Mexican army, seems 
equally true. This very proceeding on the part of the two 
governments fovoraUe for peace, was made one of the prin* 
cipal motives, addressed to the Mexican people, for effecting 
a revolution. The Manifei^ adopted by the Mexican lurmy 
of reserve, then at San Louis Potosi, where the revoluticm of 
December 14th first developed itself in form, Justified the 
movement of Paredes, on the ground that Prendent Herre- 
ra's administration, then existing, ^'-had repeatedly thwarted 
the purposes of the army to move on Texas, and at, the same 
time allowed the army to be viUfied for its inaction hy offi- 
cial ^journals ; and it had admitted a Commissioner, (referw 
ring to the American Minister,) wkh whom it w^s endeavor- 
ing to*arrange for the loss of the integrity of the, republic ; 
that k had reduced the country almost to a state of anarchy, 
in the midst of which it existed without revenue, without 
power, and almost without will ; that these evils demuided 
an immediate remedy, and that the administration confossed 
its total incapacity and powerlessness ; that it had lost its 
respectability, so necessary to a government, and had allowed 
a Plenipotentiary of tiie. United Stales to set foot in ^ «>iuu 
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try, and rmde in the capital, witk a view to bai^ain fi» the 
independence and nationality of theoouatry,for which there 
have been made so many sacrifices." 

And all this declaration of principles of the newly pro- 
jected revolution was made by the finally successful party, 
wMe the Afperican army were still at Corpus Christie and 
bafiMe the order had at all been given by the Department at 
Washington for the American army to move further towards 
the Rio Bravo del Norte* Besides, the reference in the 
Manifesto that Herrera's administration had repeatedly 
^^ thwarted the purposes of the army to move upon Texas," 
obviously referred to Texas generally^ as the revolted, pro- 
vince against which they had before advanced, and not to 
any mere part of the territory lymg south of the river Nue^ 
oeSk But the order for the army of occupatkm did issue 
from Washington for its advance, on the 13th of January, 
1846, while this order to General Taylor strictly enjoined 
that he edioukb adhere to the defensive, and respect any 
Mexiomi post that* ra%ht be established within the territory 
cbdraed by the United States, in virtue of the belief that the 
Bio Bravo del Norte was the rightful boundary of the 
State of Texas. And tiie ^^und of this supposition as to the 
boundary of Texas^ seems, among dther reasons, to have been 
inferred firom the facts, that Texas, in her Declaration of In- 
depeiidence, in the year 1896, adopted this river as the boun«i 
dMy between herself and Mexico, in the following language 
of tlmt declaraticMi : 

<^ Beginrang at the mouth of the Sabine river, and run- 
ning west along the Gulf of Mexico ^iree leagues from land, 
to the motOh of ike Rio Grande ; then, i^ the principal 
stream of said river to its source; thence, due north to the 
4Sd degree of north latitude ; thenoe, along the boundary 
line, as defined in the treaty between the United States and 
Spedn^ to the beginning." 
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Agaio, in the treaty mid* with Te%9k by Gettural Santft 
Anna, then Pnesident of Mexico and teanUag die tny«JU 
ing army which enteried Texa% wkeie Seuata Anna was 
taken prisoner at the battk of San Jaoiiito^^ is Uie £:^ilring 
article : 

*' Article 3. The Me^i^ tvoofi» are t» ^aoiite Ike tek^. 
rilory of Texa^, paa^ to tibe GUtkei M^ oi M Mie Grmnidm 
del NorUJ' 

Asxd then in the lieciet treity affisotieid ad ammnii^lfi ykh&k" 
looked at in conneetida with the final deTelo)Nilenl% lender 
the Britii^ Here.and.lherewian QB^ytam £^tk)lt' ahd^ tfaer aa^ 
sooiat^ French influence^ is ^ feUo^dnff aartidai :> 

*^ Artide. 4th. A trea^ of cotiiiaeiCey MBityy:aiMl MnilBy 
will be establi^^ between M^xio^ aad TeiaaL Thetenoi. 
tory of the Utteir not fo extend b^ryond tfae iU J9nibo del 

The Amedican altnjjr wtodir^ted aeiteidkigly tq^lakc^^ 
its moat weateito and aoi^^m potaition, on t&s left bitnk cf thki 
riyeri in Xhb moat peaoe&l nanneit prsd^ablb ; aod erm If 
the navigatkHi of the Bravo del Nc^e i^ould be o6ilteste^ 
the I'i^t was ncA to be assuoted is paaoi&e telil liBrtlMr 
orders, unless indeed the overt aetvof tk^ Bieiicifcil amj^ 
diould require open hostiiidea to be eommeBeed. 

The Amerioaik army, eomfeqnetfttly, wl^ aUt #ilik aitd 
purpose tb ^ve no ofibnee lo the Meldeaat'aiilhoritiea bjT any 
acts beyond the peaoeful occupancy of the ttirriloiy ^ tfaa 
north side of the Rio Bravo del Norte, advaaeed fipdm Oorpua 
Christi, first to Poiht likab^l, a very fiivdraUe pbaitien fiir a 
depot of provisions^ and atrengthenied their eUtrencthmenls £»> 
its defence. From Potbt IslibeH the armjr nasv^d ^wArd^ 
some thirty milee fuc^r, %> its ultimate point pr€|Med be 
oocupatiod, oh the left bank of the riVer, oppostte ^ e^y of 
MataaKKras. 

From the time the army left Coifm Ghriati iintU it 
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6fti»ped opftm^ MatAin0ra8,4t was met, in tiro <Nr tkree in* 
sUmees, laore pardoularly on the Cdorado Creek, by a 
small detaebtnent of MexicaBs, oifermg, howerer, no opposi* 
lAofti to the adrance of the army, but in a single instanoe ; 
when, Gveneral Taylor warned them of the oonsetquenoes if 
they should p^«to in their oppontion. The Mexieans retire 
ed, and General Taylor assumed his portion at la^ and at his 
pkasufe, on the Bravo, March 38tfa, 1846. 

And here, it is believed, that it may be aas^ed, beyond 
^ poMpbility of cootra<Hc^€0, liiat no Mexiefln was killed 
by the Anwrioan troops^ in any single instance, up to the^me 
when Captein Thornton's command, amounting to some fiily 
lt> skty m^Ei, was cut to peoes in a M^cican ambush sonw 
^eoty n^les sbove Greneml Taylor's head-quarters, April 
Mth, whence they had gone to reconnoitre and to ascertain 
if the Mexicans, agreeably to a report, had in considerable 
BUidbers crossed the Rio Bravo to the Texan side. And 
on this ocoasion, there appears to be no evidence, that the 
Amiefie«»i fired a sh€yt, or that any Mexican was killed, by 
this Ultle IcHree, which had been surrounded or entrapped 
into ^ eentre of an ambuseade of some 1500 or 3000 
Mexicans. 

Previously to this. Col. Cross had been most barbarously 
murdered while riding out for exercise, a short distance from 
tiie Amerioftn camp ; and Lieutenant Portter, who went in 
searohof Col. Ci, was fired upon and killed, together with 
one of his men. 

The finst evidenee we have of any Mexican losing his 
life fVom any of the Am^can hTcea^ presents itself on the 
38th of April, when Captain Walker^ with 24 men, called 
the Texan Rangers, were advancing from Pokit Isabel, to 
join General Taylor's camp^ opposite Matamoras. The fbroe 
of tiie Mexicans, which this handful of Americans met, 
is sopposed to have been 1500 men, occupying a position 

10* 
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between the two American Ibrtifiei^oas. *A skirmish essued 
-^six of Captain Wcdker's men fell, and a number of Mex- 
icans, were killed. The rest of the Americans made their 
escape back to Point Isabel. Which party fired first is not 
known. It would seem rather improbable, hoWcTer, that 25 
men should first attack a force of 1500 troops. 

All these facts, reriewed in connection with Gen. Am- 
pudia's letter, dated April 12th, in which he - requires Gen^ 
T., in the peremptory terms of 24 hours, "to break up his 
camp, and retire to the other bank of the Nueces," and that 
if not done, " arms and arms edone " must decide the diffieul*. 
ties between the two govemmeots, go to prove, b^jfmd a rea- 
sonahle thui^t, that the Mexican meamires of war had beea 
early determined on, and that mthe Mexican nation must 
rest the responsibility of actually commencing the war&re 
between tl;)e two armies. 

And now afler the formal declaration of the Mexican Gen- 
eral, if not befori^, it was the obvious duty of-Geaeral Taylor 
to excercise the greatest vigilance, which> as a&ir&aftefw 
wards demonstrated, wasnone'too great, lest his army should 
be surprised. And the necessity ^pf seeking reinforcements 
presented itself none too soon to Gen T., as a wary com- 
mander, before his communication with Pdnt Isabel should 
be cut off. 

But notwith^anding tdi these occurring vexations, result- 
ing from the proxinuty of the two «rmiee— notwithstanding 
the preparations being made to meet the exigency that migl^ * 
occur — even the very act of positive war, <« the part of the 
Mexicans, in surrounding and capturing the party under Cap- 
tain Thornton » might have been pardoned as- a mistake, had 
the Mexican General disclaimed it — and all other diffioulties 
on the border might have been adjusted for the preservation of 
peace, bad it not been, as the development of matters at the 
time and since very plainly declare, that thk shooting down of 
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the men of Captain Thortoo's oommand, was but the opening 
soenCf in the first act of the drama that the Mexcian govern^ 
ment had deternuiied should be presented be£)re the world ; 
aad that it was butthe preMminary of apian already laid far 
ike capture or the total deetrucUon^ ike Army of OccupatUnh 
tmder General l^aylar. The language of President Paredes, in 
his Manifesto, dated earlier than this deed of blood occurred, 
contains the following language : " I have sent orders to the 
Goieral.ia-Chief, on the northern frontier, to act in hostility 
against the army whieh is in hostility against us ; to oppose 
war to the enemy which wars upon us. Our Greneral, acting 
according to established usages, and the decided intructions 
fiTen by my government, Mmunoned the Gen^raUin-Chief 
of the American forces to retire beyond the river Nueces, 
the ancient boundary«of Texas, and the summons has been 
disregarded.^' And he further sBf^ras, that the revoluti(m 
of Dec. 14th, which elevated bun to power, was sancticoied 
hy the people, because they i»^re " waiting with impatience 
to rush forward to anoth^ vfor, to which they were called 
1^ the scandalous a^gi^ossions of a government calling itself 
our friend, but »t the same time aiming to prostrate us ;'* 
adding still fv<ther, in relation to the American minister sent 
to Mexioo^to adjust the difficulties between the two nations, 
by ^ encouragement and promises of the Mexican govem- 
nnsot itself, that it was an insult and the consummation of 
<^nces, <^ as if the relations betwe^i the two republics had. 
not suffered any disturbance by the annexation of Texas.'' 
It is also certain that General Paredes, at the period of the 
revc^uticm, on which he rode into power, promised, in the 
most public and formal manner, that as soon as he had es- 
tablished the new power and restored tranquillity, he would 
turn his attention towards Texas. And still further, just 
befi^re entering into the cajntal, towards which he had 
marched with his army, he declared in the Manifesto which 



hfe issued (tkefl(& refttodMW iii lieatfccJ Mug mad* tt^ 
uMMly of ttnanifestde^) th«t, fttlei» cofiVokiiEg a ecnBAMkttetifr 
Cofigr6s#, bew^ld ^h>M< rtdre la piiv«^ life, "or «#* 
^ pritiUge df iMLfcMng to lite frmkfti i& emmTiier 
m Hsihfers 6f mr iettiUnyy and ^ eit&nkw rf e^ MUf^ 
pendenee dnd prwp^y." The M&irtur of Wmr, Oemiml 
Aknoilite, lilso enteftniDii^ tk« slin^ SMOrtisiWts, wfiic^ ni«MI 
thus be tegd^rd^ as ihe fMdmttkhmbi of tho adinibiB- 
t*atioB, declftrodjOU teiMing office, ^*at be was«o mo^n»d tofA), 
by the d^si^o to co-opei^te in c«fryi«g o\Jt tjte ordfedr ««ew 
happily f^-<*tab1islied/' Ibf pfOfWrinf «tii« Tewie canK^ 
p^gn.^ 

No one, ^c^refor^, oaii a ffidMeat h««iltat« asi to^ w'hat i^omt 
. tiftf vii^ws of the fAeesettt Mesii^iQ adnAsistraticm, whidi ctfnoie' 
itfto po^er by ltd opi^iiicna lo the N«tth Amedotm Uinotf^ 
i)&# on the pkop06ed cn«iMMiiro of Y^.iBvadit% the rejprublfo of 
T^as, whidai hadthualoaig thaiEUdned her indepcmd^oee^ and^ 
wyob had been acknowledged by Frstnoe^ Gr^at Britain, and 
tlye United 9tatei^*-tbe territory itB^fbeiog now rtfoeived into 
tile Uitiofit of ^ North American repo^i^, with whid>, even 
MexibOi if she felt aggrieved, should havo Vad policy auffi- 
ei6tft to apprOtfcA by negotiation, aa the «^ reeourse 
fi» gaksinfg a reparationibr her injaries. But the w«Hk<^adoa 
had been eotind^, and in-a war-ohariot the Chief <^ tl^ liex* 
^n ftefroldilG had ridden mtd power. And Aatpineer was io he 
sustained ^ tt cmUi$iiiation of the war^crp. And in aeeord^ 
anee with tbeae War intention&-^perhap8in the necessity of th* 
oaite, if Paredes would elitt retain his piow«p--*ie put him«elf 
to &e gathering of trooper publishing of i^arlike mani&stoes^ 
mOsMg warlo8ms."-one of which, Ibr K^t^fi^yOQOy said to be; 
8ee«ti«d by the Ctoioh property-^-and cutting off the cuatbm^ 
house retinues horn the di^ositicm which had been made fi>r 
tbe jmyment of old debts, en the plea of the present en* 
danirerment of the cbmtry. And at the same time, hoping 
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tlMt be had (whetiier k be tmiktcfr sot) ib« sympatby ot 
Bngkttd and FraaoO) be had Meed suoeeeded, wllb fie mnM 
energy hr a Meaticftn^ whiie there were mf gteeter ne e o tt tee e 
in the fAibiie tfeiisuiy, m ga^heiriiif on tiie fro^i^et^ a body of 
Mexicans, which perhaps few others of his conCettjpoiiiries 
oould^ ill eqotti Kimbersf have preseiMed, is ^ idimt a tfatiey 
UBiMij for aetaoQ tmd a hepedifor eoe^ess^ 

8«oh then witt the atite of mattefii fxreoedkig anf at ^e 
eotumeiiceiiient'tf liDst^i^es betweea.the «nnie6 of the two nm- 
tiOM. dan any one h«BilMOv ti^ cenvietieii tbat it had been 
the inteBtton of Meidcoyyer monAspast^ to make war ana tber 
United Statiser^i^ ftt Ii^ait, to i$9ifkdt T^mSyOniks pim efte^ 
gairMng ike revoked pr^mMmyOBMiwuo dee^ Or^iate- 

view ef tb6 whole subjectytNOi any one he^tatte to de<^e tk»^ 
wa&^ham the single matter of a&nexing the prorince of Texae 
to the United ^ates^ eoveseignty, Meaeieo Jmm^ 3itucktk$ 
first blow in this war ? And as to the right of legislation which 
was had by the two republics, the United States and Texas, 
in point of national law, (aside from their own constitutional 
questions,) the world, nor Mexico' had justly aught of which 
in the premises to complain. So at least the writer of these 
pages is forced to believe in view of the whole question. And 
though I did, at first, think that there was ground of com- 
plaint against the United States, on her asswning the Rio 
Bravo del Norte as the southern and western boundary line 
between Mexico and Texas, yet, in view of the Declaration 
of Independence made by Texas in 1836 and since main- 
tained — ^in view of the articles in the treaty made by Santa 
Anna on his capture by the Texan arms — and the article 
contained in the Secret Treaty^ made and intended to be rat- 
ified by Texas and Mexico under British and French influ- 
ence, and maintained by British and French arms perhaps, 
M and each recognizing the Rio Bravo del Norte as the south- 
em and western boundary of Texas, go to assure me that the 
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United Skates did Meadco no wrong in assuming that river as 
the boundary, while she held out 1o her al the same time the 
overtures of an honorable and fair negodaticMi on that sub- 
ject, and on^^ other diffioulties. existing between the two 
goveiiMBMits. 

In view of these fiiets, whiebhave been deduced fiM>m the 
correspondence of the functioaaries of thoLtwo governments 
— the declarations of the Mexican President— his acklress to 
the Mexican Generals-^and the pontion of ^e armies ^the 
two republics whioh now confronted each other, and had now 
already measured arms to the defeat of the Mexican fim^es, 
it was not surprising that President Polk riunild send an 
extra message to Coi^ress, tiien in session, which called fi^r 
immediate preparations ibr carrying on a war with Mexico, 
and for a Declarati<m by the Congress of the .United Slates^ 

THAT ▲ WAR NOW EXISTED BETWEEN THE TWO NATIONB. 
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SECTION vm. 

PASSAGE FROM PENSACOLA TO VERA CRUZ. 

Afteii Standing south for a day or two from Pensaoola, 
the Cumberland fell in with a ship bound to Europe — an of- 
ficer boarded her^— and she being just out of New Orleans, 
ai^ded us a few papers, later than our own. The two ships 
were again soon xm their sepaitite and difibi^^t eoursea. 
Qthef Vessels were occaskmally fallen in with, and boarded. 
A schooner, beioin^ Spanish colors, at our windward, by a 
gun firom the frigate^ wcm caused to change her course, and 
oome down to us. Her papers were found to have been no- 
ted upon by a boarding officer of the Falmouth, a few days 
belbre, at the time she was ordered o^ frcmi Vera C/uz, and' 
1^ was BOW on het return way to Havana. The Cumber- 
land deviated several times horn her c6urse to overhaul some 
ohaae descried from the tops, which, without difficulty,' 
were generally come up with ; and most frequently they^ 
proved to be- Spanish vessels. 

. On Monday morning, the 2^ of June^ Obazava, the high 
peak x>f the mountMus ranging through Mexico^ between sev- 
enteen and eighteen thousand feet high, was seen in all its 
distinct omlines, an object, this momfaig, of great beauty and 
suldimity. It was a rarefied state of the atmosphere, through 
which the distant elevations were throwing up their huge 
pn)p(»rtioQ8 and dii(tinct oudinesi strongly defined by their' 



irregular heights and broken curves, as they lay against the 
horizon. The fields of snow spread a white cap entirely 
over the high peak of Orazava, adding interest to the view 
by its contrast with the less bright ranges of the clouds which 
lay against the mountain side further down. And still be- 
neath these, yet darker ranges of the blue bases of the moun- 
tains were seen, which extend north and south, in their dis- 
tance and abruptness of peaks and ravmes. The vapors too 
were hanging in their airy forms along the sides of the moun- 
tains, or reposing in their soilness and fleecy volumes in 
some deep valley of the mountains, appearing as if they were 
held in some iMge bowl of nature, thi^ bad been ^ioavated 
ftom.the table-land of the mountain^ to coataia tbemty ia theit 
naornmg repose, before the son should dissipale them to tbe 
higher heavens above. But the snow £elds on Orazava 
mostly attracted ^e gaze, as tbeir refreshing look and wii^ 
try associations came welcomed to the view and the feeJuig, 
while we^W9r0 saUiag in a teii^riUure of S4fi of Fahr. 

The Ckunberlaad oontiBaed tP near the laad, dtifkig Am 
day, and wi^ a faress of caavas had Machad lar io, be6fa 
smidowni towards the anch^age, wh^xtt the steamship 
Priaceton was seea lying at her laoofiiifs, uim^ Gaeem 
Islaad. At length the Princetoa was reported as beiag un- 
der way, and was now seea rtaadtag diraolly fbr us. The 
two ships neared each other, though as yet at a oonsiderabla 
distanee apart. The Cumberlaad still hekl ba hear eoufBe». 
and the Princeton still came down to us^ like a6me phlMitom 
ship with no sails sel^ no a|^[»eMraDce df smoke, a dttrh ob- 
jeet, noiseless, aad y^t agaiast the wiod^ and with her b^wa 
dicectly on. 

" Stand 1^ to take ia the 6tudduif-8ail%'^ cried t)» offioer 
of the deek. «Haul taught— 4n studdifig sails F' coaliaiaed 
the officer, tbrou|;|t the trumpet ^ While tbeee ibaay saila 
oama dawn, in ui»iseliy to the deek or in to the tops^ HI 
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many fMken^ soaftteY^ fyom the wingof some fleet bird l^ 
the shot of the fowler, as the ship seemed, for Uie instaot, to 
foki her lopped pknioci for its rest, and mov^ less nimbly on 
h^ yet jBveB course. Or^ in the present positioas of the two 
shipSi the meeting of the two frigates might seem like the 
preparatory evolution for an engagemei]^ in which, in a few 
naoments more, the two ships would be ^volyed* No move* 
meat could havQ beea more natural, had the Priticeton been 
ae ^aeasy^ while the dark vessel still came down in her 
steady and sc^mn course^ yet more solemn and imposing^ 
for i^ moBotoayf and sleatdy, and s^w advance. 

^ Stand by to take in th6 royals— man ^ flyibg-jib 
dowB-hauk Haul taught-^n royals-^et go ^e jib^halyards 
-*4iaul down the flying^jib !" 

This order s^l reduced the sails of the Cumberland) 
while the evening breeM ^W lightened and the sun went 
down ; but Ae PriBaeton dame stUl on in her monotonouis 
and thi^ateoiing course, and our own biiipiuSM a Httle as 
we aeared her. L was i^an<ting on the Jacob's ladder, and 
every moment was expecting the Princeton to bear up, and 
l^ur forth the smoke and Aetme from her ports, and the thtin* 
der fr<Hn her guns— ^ot in defiaikee, but in loud salute to 
the Broad Pennant of the Flag Ship. But the sun had 
fallen behind the high peaks of the distant ranges of moun- 
tains, and the regulations of the service admit of no salutes 
after sundown. Still, the Princeton came up to us in a 
short time— « boat was lowered away, and her Captain came 
GU board the Cumberland, while the Prmoeton moved about 
and around us like some nvysterious Uiing, i^parenlly mo* 
lionless^ add pesfeotly noiseless, while she yet reaoh^ on her 
way, with her sails gat^)^red olosely to her yards, now 
teheed obliq^ly ; and in her fipee« aad abort evolutions^ 
showing how oompletisAy she was i^ the will of her oom^ 



nMind^ir, and how easily she oould take her poeitkm, at her 
pleasure, to annoy, and injure, and dapture her enemy. 

The Cumberland soon dropped her anchor fbr the night, 
Bot far from Green Island, which, in the lightnesn of the 
winds, she-would be unadle to reach, before the Bea-breeze 
should favor us in the morning. But little news was cdm- 
munioated froni Veca Cruz. Paredes has been re-elected 
President of Mexico — General Bravo, Vice-President. The 
Princeton, ere long, stood off to the northward, to intercept 
any sail that might* make an attempt to get into the port of 
Vera Cruz, during the night ; and the next morning, Jupe 
5^, ^e Cumberland anchored under the little island, called 
Isla de Verde, where we now rest at our moorings, to await 
the developments of the future, and to act as the exigency 
of the war with Mexico may from time to time suggest. 

We found the United States frigate Raritan, Captain 
Gregory, besides the Princeton, here ; and on the 28th, the 
steam-ship Mississippi, the John Adams, and the Somers, 
were added to the number, of our ships now at this anchor- 
age. The Potomac came in on the dCHh, making the force' 
of the squadron at this point, on the 1st of July, to consist of 
three frigates, two steam-ships, a &^p-of-war, and a brig— in 
all, seven sail. 

FOURTH OF JULY, 164ff. 

The ships of our 8(}uadrcni put on an unusual quantity 
of butiting l^is morning, in honor of the day which ddelared 
the United S^Ues of America an independent nation. Her 
Bfitish Majesty's ships, ^ith complimentary consideration of 
the day, hoisted the American enmgii at their fore^ royal-mast 
head. The Spaniards followed the movement of the English 
ships ; and the French elevated our flag to the head of their 
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main-royal. England could not, if she would, forget the day, 
Spain has a less ready memory ; and France had a national in- 
terest in the transactions of the scenes of our revolution, and 
remembers the part she took with pride, and speaks of the an- 
cient alliance with warmth and pleasure. Formerly, while the 
British nation tendered the naval courtesies to our national 
days, as they might be noticed by our own ships while lying 
in company with their national vessels, they omitted to honor, 
by salute, the Fourth of July. On one occasion I have heard 
an officer of our navy remark, an English Captain, years ago, 
came on board of one our ships, on the Fourth of July, and 
after making his compliments and evincing his readiness in 
noticing all other of our national days, added, " But Captain," 
said he, " you will excuse mcj to-day, for I cannot join you 
in th6 rejoicing, that the American people were ever severed 
from the British nation." It was a delicate compliment, and 
so I presume it was intended to be. Since that time, how- 
ever, it has become an order of the British Admiralty, that 
BrMlsh men-of-war shall notice the Fourth of July when they 
are lying in company with American vessels of war. Con^ 
sequetitly, when oor salutes of seventeen guns from each of 
thft^ips of our squadron boomed over the sea, at 12 o^clock 
to-day, the British, the French, and the Spanish ships of war, 
lying at Sacrificios, opened with the complimentary salutes. 

The loud reports of all the war ships of all nations lying 
off the harbor of Vera Cruz, c^me over the ivaters in their 
loud intCHMUions, while the clouds of smoke soon drifted to 
tiie leeward, and again left the ships as before, steeping at 
their rest and distance, with their own and complimentary 
flags, decorating their beautiful proportions. 

Having omitted to notice the comfdiment whieh our own 
squadron paid to Her British Majesty's ships on the dOth uL- 
titto, sooae five ckiys since, it becomes not inappi^rtate to 
mentbni in tins eonoeetion, the salute of our squadron on 
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THB (JlftEN'S COEOWATION l^At. 

Our several ships gave the royal salute ; and our own 
kind wishes were sincere for the best welfare of her Royal 
Majesty, Queen Victoria, though expressed by American 
hearts and republican citizens* And even now, at this mo- 
ment of suspense, as to the final adjustment of the difficulties 
in connection with the Oregon question, there are generous 
feelings on the part of the American people, who would de- 
precate injury to the British empire. Add that friendly feel- 
ing, which must and does of necessity exist between the two 
people, resulting from their common origin, their many rela- 
tionships, even in blood, and connections of families, as well as 
of commercial interests, we trust shall not be disturbed ; but 
be rendered yet more sincere in its expression, and yet more 
close in its aknities, by the adjustment of all jarring questions 
on the principles of compromise and mutual forbearance. 

Commocbre Cofitier invito liU: ih» Oapcaciiid in tkd ficjet, 
now on the station, to dme wiUi him, to-day, ft id not a fre- 
quent ocenrrence for 86 many Captains ftfloat to be gttth^ted 
to a dinner on Uie anniverMry-day of dtr nstionai indlew 
pendence. 

These gentLeiiMni, suv^r&lly, present ebsvftetofiitloi^pooa^ 
liar to each, as do the individuals of mosf assemblage, and 
fVeely develop them in eonversation at a dinner-table; 

Captain Pitzhngh of tlie Mfsssdsdppi is a' gmn&ttmatk of 
oomfortable proportions fat wintry w^atber ; and enjoys a 
fkyw of spirits with good na^re, that lov^ to Itt^h, aofd «s 
make others laugh. He amused me^ by reoountnig an ftd- 
venture with ons of my clerical aoqualiilan'oes ; and pro- 
fesses to bftve been quite liberal, and is yet very favorable 
towards Bidiop Meadows Mamtfuctorf if Fwpsmuy as he dk> 
sigmiles the Episoopal Bcmnmry, new AleoMOHMa) D. C 
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To my friend Dr. K«ith, of -all woriby memory, (desig- 
aated ma ^ lro^i0r Xud " by Cmptdii P)., the Captain seemed 
to be mueh attached, and spoke of bim with great kifidbiess. 

Captam MoCluney , of the John Adams, has a head wbioh 
develops bis eharaoter-^a high brew, and that full, elevated 
rotundity of the eravium, that designates one of the ** suaviter 
in modo " of manners, benevc^enoe, and honoraHe bearing 
—all which most oe^rtaialy enters into charaoter, where it is 
wfittMi in the feature, and develoH ^ the formation of the 
bead. The John Adams, commanded by Captain McCluney, 
k a ftivorke ship «€ mine, for her fine warlike proportions, 
and became she went in company wi^ the frigate which 
took me, of a time, quite around the world. 

Captain Bn^ commands the steamer Princeton, and 
hails from New-Jersey, that limd of fine peaches and oham* 
paign. Older, and of jsome other associations yet more acoept- 
aUe to me, in connection with a number of years which I 
spent at school, in Lawrenoerille and Princeton. It wto an 
agreeable review, in mi^ng mention of some of theee things 
with Captain E., fad canvassing, besides, the merits of the 
steamer Princeton ; and the steam-properties in the eharao> 
ter of hisffieiid Bishop Doane.'*' 

The Prinioetoa is certainly the most efficient sh^ we have 
on this sictkm, for bkx^ading tbe Mexican ports. She is a 
fiiU-rigged sloop*of-War, sailing quite as well as other ves- 
8^ of her dimensions and rig ; and, when oeoamon reqifires, 
can add her steam, giving adcBtional. speed to her progress ; 
&md in oaee of bead. winds, may keep yet on her course, and 
diange that course at her pleasure. The propeller s«b> 
merged, seems to be the most successful application of steam 

* On reference to the Navy Register, singe writing the aboTC, 
I perceive that Captain E. is from Penn.^ but really, I could not willingly 
spoil the associations of the fine peaches by altering the paragraph ; and 
the PriiMOtoo is til Iltw«Jerseftn, in h«r origin sad esrfier ecmnnkl. 
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for a war-^ip. Cftptain Eagle assured bw^ that the 
Prificetoii^ ia a few days would be so tdaiBied and kept ia 
that at|Ue of readiness, that she.eaa at aay tkae ^et under 
way in fifteen minutes after the signaLshall be made to her. 
She consumes about one ton of ooal a day, in the Uockade 
here ; and her allowance, whil^ running by steam lor tiia 
whole day, is but about ten tons* 

The assoeiatitms connected with this skip will always 
render her an object of melancholy interest.* The catastro* 
]phe that occurred by the bursting of the big gun on board oi 
her, will be remembered whereTer her name is heard aikl 
her story is told— deirtroying as k did, the lamented- Upshur, 
Gilmore, Cannon, Miuu^y, Grardiner, and others. 

Captain Forrest of our. own ship, of coarse, was p^^sent 
at the dinner. He has lately joined the Cumberkusd, to 
succeed Captain Dulaay. The health of Captain Dulany oa 
his peaching Vera Cruz, became considerably afieoted, while 
he suffered much from the heat of the oliroate* It hmmg 
generally understood that nothing could be done, or would 
be, by the squadron on this station, Captaui D. asked to 
be relieved. . But at that time no declaration of war between 
the government of the United States and Mexkso was antiei^ 
pated. On reachii^ the Brazos de Santiago^ and thence 
Pensaoda, public ofiairs were found to^have assumed a move 
serious aspect, and war* absdutaly ragii^, aod finally and 
formally recognized by the government of the United States^ 
Captain Dulany having learned this state of public aihsrs, 
still remained by the ship, and retufned with vb ffom Pen^ 
aacola to Vera Cruz, though his relief had left Boston direct 
for the same place. Captain Dulany is still aboard A« 
Cumberland, aa a volunteer^ though relieved by his successor. 
Captain Forrest. How soon Captain D. may leave the Cum- 
berland I do not know ; but I well do jmow, that his cour- 
te<His manner% and his cordial and amiable natiur^ will 



cause his departure to be regretted, and himself to be re- 
remembered, with all feelings of kindness and respect. 

Captain D.'s relief, Captain French Forrest, brought me 
intelligence from the District which I was glad to hear ; and 
mutual acquaintances mfide us «oon familiar on topics of 
(putual interest. I doubt not Captain F. will be h\md a pop- 
ular (^^etf as he seems to be a courteous and an amiable 
gentleman. 

Ci^tain AuUck) of the frigate Po^omac> and Commander 
Adams, of the Mli^eisfiappi, were ako of the Commodore's 
guests ; and with the First-Lieutenant, the Fleet Surgeon, Dr* 
Walters Sfoith, a most worthy gentleman, and the ChafdaiUf 
ccmstituted, with those already named, the oempasy of the 
Commodore for his Fourth of July dinner. 

The dinner itself seemingly passed very pleasantly to the 
party ; and the Commodore not only takes cafe of his gue^ 
but evinces cleverness in conversation, and a creditable at* 
tainment in matters of books and subji^^ts of tast^ as well as 
in his own particular profesdon. 

Few things speak ipore certainly of the pleasant passage 
of time than its rapid advance, wUhout its beisg noticed or 
wearying. Four hours and a half were spent at the dinner- 
table, without ^y evidence presenting itself that the time 
was passing otherwise than agreeably to all parties present. 

The band played nati(Mial airs, waltzes, and operas- 
some soft, some sweet, some so harsh that the composers 
would hardly have recognized their own pieces ; or, if they 
had recognized them, it would have crazed their system of 
nciTves, and made ihem.macU . 

Haymg retired to my own room after the dinner wasover^ 
I had my own private thoughts for the Fourth of July. How 
dependent we are xm. the associations of the past §os our joys 
-*-Qur sorrows — and, to me, of coward hopes. 
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WATEBINS THE PEINCETON. — ^BATTLE OF THE SQUIBS. 

On the 7th of July, stgnak hnvifig been made, Ihe Ccrm. 
berland, Potomac, and PriDceton got under wey, txtd stood 
north and weet— 4he s^ips piSMsing the Castle near enough lo 
ghre ike Mexkans an opportunity to try their long guns, 
as we leisurely moved by the fortification, and minutely ex- 
amined its line oi haittlemen^ and outer batteries, and the 
Ibrmation of the embsoikments and diteh^s— all wi^tn the 
vision of ^ naked eye, but more distinctly read by the 
glasses. The embrasures showed inany a threatening piece ; 
but t^ iMexioans seemed^ be quite satisied with themselves 
by making telegraphic evolutions with wonderftd faoili^ on 
the lop of the Ca^stie ; and our ships still glided on their 
oourse ttnnotieed wiihout any solicitude being felt, and appa* 
rently to the admiration and wonder of the gazers both at 
^»e Castle and along the streets of Vera Cruz. 

The Princeton, the day preceding, had taken a sail a lit- 
de way idoeg the Mexican cNMst, north and west of Vera 
Cruz, to examine a watering place, at wUch it was deemed 
praodcable Ibr the Princeton to take in water, fhwa a small 
stream tuntUing from Uie moimtains. The few persbns seen 
there promised also to have a quantity of fresh btifef in readi- 
ness on the i^KMre, fer our ships, and fr^h fruits bemdes. 
With these assurances the Princeton returned to the anchor- 
i^ at Green Island, after having pioneered the way ; and 
the n^[t morning, an idready stated, the three ships were put 
in motion, to find the fans aqua, which it was not certain, 
might not prove " the waters of strife,*' though vary litde of. 
moiesti^ion was utticipated. 

The ships w^re all anchored before sundown— the Prince- 
ton closest in, and off the mouUi of the little river. Hie next 
morning, the boats from the different ships put off for the 
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shore, and were, ei^ k>ng, crossing the breakers at the mouth 
of this small stream, and were soon within the fresh waters 
that were seeking their outlet to the ocean. Up the stream 
a short distance the boats wound, and commenced filling the 
breakers with the crystal waters, while a marine or two 
were sent|as seotits to the top> of a hill ; hxid they had no 
sooner reached the top than one of them exolaimed, " Here 
they are ! here they are !" and turned rapidly to decamp^ Imt 
bethinking of himself as a soldier, he let drive his shot, and 
before he reached the boats again, he is said to h«ve dis» 
charged thpee shots at the enemy, whom he reported he saw^ 
three file deep or some 2000 in number, as one report says: 
another, that there were some three companies* A few more 
shots passed between the parties on shore and in the boat. It 
was deemed advisable to return to the ship, and better arm 
the men, and procure a supply of ammunition ; all which 
was done ; and, noftwithstanding the odds in numbers, as re« 
ported, the boats returned to the mouth of the river, reen- 
tered, and oommen^d re-filHifig their breakers. The Prince- 
ton, by this time, had taken her position, from which she 
could throw her shot and shells into the covering said to secrete 
the enemy, and hit them ^ there. And if they were not t)Mre> 
it was evident that some of them had been ihere, idad there^ 
^fe the Princetbn opened her fire, and threw a t^U very 
handsomely on to the ridge of the hill, on which a few men 
had been seen. The shell burst with its loud report, and 
threw up its column of smoke, and scattered its cloud of 
dust, showing the accuracy of the aim from the ship, and 
the execution the shell' would have doQe, had it fallen 
among numbers of the enemy! The Princeton threw other 
shells, one bursting beautifully in the air above the spot 
where a few shots from the Mexicans had been seen to 
emanate; and also disoharged some round shot into difierent 
pdnta of the ravines, woods, and sand bank, whioh s^enaed 
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to disperse the whole 2000 men £r8t seen, and the three file 
deep of the ihree companies afterwards seen, and left ooly a 
few miserable and scattered wretches of the MexicanSy who 
now and then ventured to put the top of their crowns above 
the ridge of the hill, and let go a single shot upon the boats' 
crews, while watering in the small streamN below. But as 
lio one knew how many men, in &ct, might be concealed in 
the bush, and behind the, ridge of the hill, a single firofrom 
a musket of the enemy now and then was just suBicient to 
keep the party on the qui vive, and a little solicitous lest a 
heavy volley might come down upon them, of ,a sudden, to 
their no little discomfiture, if not to the trial of the thickness 
of their skulls. Occasionally, discharges fr<»n the muskets 
of our own men were seen, in vain attempts to reach a fel- 
low, or fellows, under cover, (for at the first landing, some 
tvi^enty or thirty Mexicans had really been seen,) whieh all 
a£»rded the spectators from the ships amusement, icatber 
than any solicitude on behalf of the boats. Still, in tlie mys- 
tery of the want of all knowledge of the piecisa formation of 
the grounds which the enemy might hold, and the ambiguity 
as to their numbers and purpose, and knowing the many 
chances always attendant on the fortunes of war, there was 
left a most delightfiil opportunity for conjectures to be made 
by^ us, who were out of the way of all danger and. the look- 
ers^n. And whenever, now and then, a single shot from the 
ene[my did show itself, as the smoke curled up, as an irre- 
fragable argument that a gun had been fired, and a volley 
from our own men tried again to hit the daring enemy, the 
smoke from our guns as surely convincing us that they too 
had fired, it served to keep alive the interest of all kind of 
remarks, and every hope that the watering would be accom- 
plished without a shameful defeat ; and just so much fear 
ttdsted that some random shot might by accident hit sooke 
one of our men, as to give additional oddity to every odd 
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remark that might be made^ ia view of so profound a field 
of battle as the one in full view of us. But at times, when 
more than single muskets might be fired by the enemy, the 
Princeton would indulge in the luxury of throwing a shell, 
while we of the Cumberland enjoyed the agreeable curiosity 
of marking its accuracy or eccentricity. But neither shells 
nor shot were wasted in the action ; and all things, in fact, 
were carried on with the greatest propriety and facility ; 
and, in due time, the complement of water, replenishing to 
the full the tanks of the Princeton, was secured. The boats, on 
the evening of the 9th, had all returned to their different 
ships, no lives having been lost, as is certainly known, on 
our part, and strongly conjectured to be true on the part of 
the Mexicans, though one of the men of the boats' crews ad- 
heres to the affirmative, that he saw a Mexican fall before 
one of his erratic bullets ; and although it is also true, that 
one of the Mexican bullets did actually graze the arm of 
one of our ^en, still, counting up all the probabilities in the 
contending reports, and as eye-witnesses of the general 
firing, we conclude that no lives were lost ; proving, how- 
ever, a truth to all observers, that the fine Princeton is all that 
I have said of her in a preceding paragraph, as to her effi- 
ciency in case of emergency — for no other one of pur ships 
Qould have gained a position to cover the boats on the water- 
iag expedition, whether needed or not ; and the well-directed 
aim of her shells thrown on this occasion, shows how effec- 
tive they may be, whenever an occasion shall call for them 
in an exigency worthy of her action and capabilities. 

But the boats having returned, after the Princeton had been 
filled up, the small arms hoisted to the deck, the cutlasses 
stowed, and the cartridge boxes safely deposited in the arm- 
chest, the marines were called on to discharge, from the 
poop-deck, the loaded muskets at an empty junk bottle, 
which had been tossed in to the sea. As the marines had not 
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had any thing to do, in the fight of the two days, it was no more 
than just for them to be allowed so much in the achievements 
of the day as to discharge these last shots. Pop, therefore^ 
went one musket after another, as fast as the moistened 
priming would allow the guns to be discharged, to the great 
endangering of splattering the half immersed junk-bottle ; 
but no one ever dreamed of its soundness, for one moment, 
being put in danger. And there was even expectation th^ 
the finale of the action would soon be accomplished, but the 
many flashes in the pans without discharging the muskets, 
continued to delay it ; and occasionally, squibs in the burn- 
ing of the wet priming occurred, until at length, a straggling 
jack-tar came up on the -poop-deck, with the very last gun ; 
and at the junk-bottle, or at something else, I know not 
which. Jack levelled his musket, for all the world as if he 
would be the death of somebody, in the sea or on ther decks, 
when, snap went the cock, and^m went the priming, and 
qrack, snap,y*m, and a prolonged sissing cartie from the 
muzzle of the gun, like a scintillating rocket, or a boy*s 
mammoth squib, to the great astonishment of Jack, and the 
alarm of some others, and the profound amazement of all 
on the poop-deck. The contagion difRised itself even to the 
main body of the crew, so ridiculous was the scene, and so 
conclusive the evidence, that guns loaded with water and' 
powder, and primed with the same material, would tend 
very much more to the burning of one's neighbor than the 
blowing out of the brains of a Mexican. But the squib had 
its effect, and terminated the " little brilliant affair." I can- 
not, therefore, hesitate to dignify the whole action, in honor 
of the courageous attitude of Jack, the final flare-up, and 
the scintillations of Jack's wonderful shooting-iron, as The 
Grand Battle of the Sqtjibs. 
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PREACHmO ABOARD THJB STEAMER MISSISSIPPI. 

The stesunship Mississippi, the sister-ship of the uiifi)N 
tuoate JV^issDuri lost by conflagration at Gibraltar, is a fine 
vessel, of her elass^ and is said to have cme of the finest en* 
gines ever oonstructed for a ses^-going vessel. She is a verj 
lo9g ship^ and oost the government half a million of ddlarsy 
has a fine armament, and is oommapded by Captain Fitzhugh, 
of Virginia, of whom' I have before spdcen. On Sunday^ 
the 19th of July, I preached aboard th^ Mississippi, and 
found the crew, spread over her fine decl^, attentive, apd the 
audible responses from Captain F. and his o^tors, indicated 
their familiarity with the Prayer-Book. Could I hat0 p^ae* 
trated bu^ a few days into the future, as I urged those be£:>rer 
me to a compliance with their immediate duty of becoming 
the disciples of Jesus Christ, I might Imre added another 
enforcement of the persiiati(Mi by reference to a sad catas- 
trophe, which, but a few days rnore would oocur, in expos- 
ing some of this ship's cosofmny to sufieiing, danger, and 
drowning. The succeeding Fridi^, << sail, ho !" was oried 
from the topipast oross-tiees of our ship, to indioate the ap*^ 
pearing of some vessel in the offing ; and a-aigQal was made 
for the Mississippi's launch to go in pursuit of the ehase. 
The launch, a fine sailkig boat, soon got under. way with 
sails, and i^ood out to* sea, and ere long the strange s^il waa 
seen to be the Saint Mary's, . The wmdcame ujj^dujriog the 
night — the launch pot having returned — and a heavy squall, 
with rain, struck a,nd capsized the boat. The Saii^t Mary's 
had passed the launch during the night, and was near run- 
ning her down, but this was before the squall and heavy: 
blow came on. The boat was in command of a Lieutenant, 
accompafiied by Midshlpnuin Pill^bury. As soon as prac^^ 
cable, a0er the launch had been up9et> and the crew of the 
boat had r«|^ij^d their hold, the mea wera lyuietoed, sad 
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all were found to be present, clinging to tbe wreck. But the 
sea was running high, and the night was dark ; and one of 
the heavy swells of the sea breaking over them, again dcahed 
them from the boat, which all regained that could. Again, 
the names were called, and all answered, save Midahxpman 
PiMshury and one of the men. They had not regained their 
hold ; and it was evident, that they had been borne by the 
heavy roll of the surge, that broke above them, &r off, and 
BOW far down in the deep beyond a hope of recovery^ It 
was a sad consciousness that came upon the rest^ that two of 
their number had thus been severed from them, and were 
now drifting in the low currents of the sea, and the survi- 
vors still unknowing how many more of their number should 
be given to a like fate before the morning should break up-- 
on them. In the morning, however, at about 11 o^clock, 
&e United States brig Porpoise, discovered the launch and her 
crew, and picked them up from their perilous position, after 
they had been in the water twelve hours. Midshipman 
Pillsbury is spoken of as a worthy officer, and was from the 
state of Maine. How true is it, and of no other class of 
men^more certainly so than of seatnen, that " in the midst of 
Ufe we are m death." 

' On our way from Pensacola, a man fell from one of the 
Ibre-yeoxls of the Cumberlcmd, struck in the bunt of the fore* 
course, and bounded into the sea. The ship was driving 
ahead, under a topgallant breeze, the sea runnhig high, and 
the cry of " a man overboard," always thrillti^, yet often 
repeated from the deck of a man-of-war, came on every 
ear. The sails of the ships were thrown aback — ^the life- 
buoy cut adrift — ^the boat lowered away — but, after the 
cutter had pulled hr an hour and more, where it was 
hq>ed the poor mariner might be foiihd, the frigate filled 
away, and stood down hr the cutter. The crew hoisted the 
boal agahi to the davits, and again we went on our way, and 
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left the sailor-boy to drift from wave to wave unentombed, 
save in his own element of the sea — untold of, perhaps, save 
in the log-book — unwept, though perhaps the sigh of some 
mess-mate may have mingled in the gale, that added impulse 
to the surge, which rolled above the course of his ship-mate, 
who, a moment before, laughed at his jokes, or joined in hia 
songs, or listened to his yams, but now recked not as he 
rocked in the deep. 

Again, a few nights since, in the mid-watch, a splash in 
the water, directly beneath my own air-port, woke me from 
my sleep i imd amid the bustle on deck, I heard a voice 
^ve the order to " lower vi^&y the boat " — another order, 
to << throw him a line " — and, at once, I knew that a man 
was overboard* The ship was at anchor, and the sea was 
smooth. A line was &rown to the man, and he seized it, 
when he was drawn, spouting, to the side of the frigate. A 
bowline being dropped to him, be was drawn up by the ship's 
side to the chains. ''He deserves a dozen," was the cry of 
one, '' for being out there^ and washing his shirt against 
orders." '' He deserves a couple of dozen," added a grum- 
mer voice, '' the fellow, for making such a noise overboard, 
. in such a calm sea and moonshine.^' '' Ay," thought I, as 
the poor fellow, greatly ir^htened, was drawn up the side 
of the ship, choking with the salt water, << how thankful 
should he be that his hours of probation are continued to 
him ; and, at some proper nooment, I will endeavor to im- 
prove the incident to his best welfare." " Sat cito si sa^ 
tuto," qmek enough if safe enough, may be a just motto in 
earthly action ; but how often is the <' sat cito " deferred in 
religious action, until the '' sat tuto " is passed for ever« by 
some momentary incident, which places us beyond the pos- 
sibility of the moral action, which is needed to secure us the 
felicity <^ unending years. 
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THE FLAG SHIP AND THE CORAL EEEF ; AND SOMETHING LESS 
BEAUTIFUL THAN A REEF OF CORAL. 

On Tufesday^ P. M., the 28th of July, the Cumberland, 
with the fleet at her beck and in her wake^ was under way, 
for the mouth of the Alvarado river, east and south, on the 
coast, from Vera Cruz. The passage through the ree^ off the 
point of Anton Lizardo, having been mistaken, the Comino* 
dore ordered the ship to be tacked. It was three minutes too 
late — for the evolution, to have been handsomely performed, 
needed, at least, some twenty feet more space. For the waat 
of this immaterial superficies in most other potions than just 
in the neighborhood of a coral bank,- bur ship struck on the 
rocks, and the tide and the wind both drove her on, as far 
as her careening and the honey-comb '\itittottk of the ' shoal 
would allow. And the wish, and the attempt, for a moment, 
to drive the frigate past the -shoal, with all ssCila on, tended 
yet further to locate her firmly on the feef ; and, by conse- 
quence, as ships' keels are not made for plougbshai^s, she 
found it difficult to make head-wny or eide-wayor any other 
way whatever, any longer. Having conie to a dead etop, k 
was deemed proper to make all due calculation as to her po^ 
sition, circumstances, and the best mode of giving the ship & 
future movement. With the assistance of the sea-swell inroll- 
ing not heavily firom the broad ocean, (fw we were on the sea- 
side of the reef,) the good frigate sucoeeded in working her 
keel quite successfully, some two or three feet down in the 
coral formation ; and, afler a short' while* she stood as per- 
fectly upright as a tightly-laoed maiden, atod left the powers 
in command at leisure to give orders— catcukite chances- 
hope— -despair — and hope again, as to the final success of 
finding deeper water for our noble craft. 

A signal was made for the Mississippi, as we were yet 
within signal distance of Green Island, where we had left 
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the stesmer at aodior; and requoilad her to Gome dowa 
and give us a tug off the reef, as we w^re certidnly oa a 
co*al bank, beyond the power of a detnoastratipQ to the cook 
trary. But the Mississippi, with all her usual and amiable 
disposition to oblige^ took rather a long tioie, to bring down 
to us a personal expression of sympathy for our distresses of 
position. And the poor coral insects, in the mean time— I 
cannot tell or pretend to know all their grief at the demoli^ 
log of their palaces in the sea, as the ship ground down their 
arched roofe, and double corridors^ ond ^reen saloons, and 
beautiful chambers, and ornamental fretwork, and frieze, and 
architrave, and pillar. Have you, reader, ever kx)ked at 
acoraloity in the deep*-^t$ garden groves and (Measure 
grounds — its avenues and forest fi^s — grottos and dwell- 
iogs — fantcistic and gorgeous in shc^ and coloring, sur* 
passing the imagination ^nd the invention of man ? And 
have you deemed nothing on earth or in the sky so beau* 
tiful, in fbrmc^tion or coloring, save the tints of the clouds 
and the rainbow 1 Then, can you know whi^ devastation 
among the palaces of these zoophytes, the fr%ate at each 
heave of the sea was making, while the steamer yet lingered 
on her way ; and Captain Fitzhugh, I dare presume^ will 
have <|uite enough to do, if he shall satisfactorily apologize 
to these submarines, in their coral halk, for his delay, while 
the Cumberland tft each lift and fall of her huge mass of 
beam and plank, crushed down whole avenues of the beau<> 
tiful city of thp deep, to which the industry of ages h$d been 
devoted, for its building. But the mid-wateh of the night 
eame before the Mississippi had come down on our lar* 
board bow ; and it had been madness to come nearer to us^ 
in the darkness of the night, with shoals all about us, and 
ourselves on our starfk>ard^uarter havings but fifteen feet 
of water. The fr%ate now rested firmly in her coral bed^ 
quite the length of her keel; but there was deep water a 

11* 



343 TflS BmOAB PBNKANT 

few ibet off on her larboard bow. The morning brc^e, and 
with the first stridam of daylight, a hawser was got aboard 
the Mississippil while she took her position at near right an- 
gles to our ship, with an anchor ahead, but bearing a little 
on our larboard bow. Then came the tug of war, (the prin- 
cipal one we have experienced, during the belligerent state of 
afiairs in the Gulf,) and a few moments only were necessary 
fi>r the noble steamer to snap the hawser, as a giant waking 
from his slumbers would part a sapling withe, which had 
been wound about bis limbs in his sleep. With the parting 
of this big twist of hemp, away went half a dozen silken 
strings, which hope, with its fine webwork of excited ezpec- 
* tation, had woven around the heart, as the steamer taught- 
ened the heaVy line between the two ships. But the Cum- 
berland budged not, even a perceptible part of a point, from 
her broadside berth upon the reef. Whether it was an in- 
aainlate stubbornness not before developed to her friends ; 
or whether, owing to her broken rest of the past night, she 
was unwilling to be disturbed at an hour so early in the 
morning, I pretend not to decide ; but still, she slept om, in 
her now more than ever quiet bed, as the sea swelled less 
and the tide had fallen some inches, perhaps two feet ; and, 
rest awhile longer, whether or no, seemed the dreamy pur- 
pose of the beautiful frigate. 

" What next, then, was to be done,*' was the natural 
question, alter the parting of the hawser and the sinking with 
it, all the hopes which had been attached to it. I may not de- 
velop too freely the dififerent action of spirit and muscle, as 
the bosoms of some seemed to fiaill, and the chests of others 
equally to dilate as they inhaled the oxygen of the exhilarat- 
ing sea-breeze. " Shall the eJudn cable be canried out to the 
Mississipin V This question conjuiSdiip all the ghosts of 
the boats' crews of the unfortunate Missouri, who were borne 
down to their watery graves, as they were taking out a kedgie 
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with a heavy chain attached to it, for dragging her from an 
oyster bank in the Potomac. But the Captain was ready to 
pledge his commission, that the efi^rt to lead the chain to the 
Mississippi should be successful. The Fir^ Lieutenant too, 
an officer of worth ax»d endurance, stood with the trumpet in 
his hand, ever ready to convey the orders to be executed by 
the men ; and the two Masters were diligent and laborious in 
carrying out the. orders now especially devolving upon their 
station ; and the men, without a murmur, and unwearied in 
their yet exhausting efforts, cheerfully put themselves to the 
execution of every order. The Cumberland's launch at 
length was hauled up to the bows of the frigate. A hawser 
by anothcvr launch was led from the steamer to the frigate, 
and made fast to the. end of the chain cable of the Cumber- 
land, which was passed out of the hawse r-hole of the frigate, 
and veered out, Unk after link, as the Mississippi roused in 
upon the l^awser, rounding in the launch which supported the 
end of the iixm cable. When a festoon of a number of fathoms 
oi the chain cable had thus been veered out from the Cum- 
berland, the first cutter was next brought to the bows of the 
frigate, and another portion of the chain cable was fastened 
to her stern sheets, and aga,in they roused in upon the haw- 
ser, on board the steamer^ and yet more fathoms of the chain 
cable were veered out from the hawser-hole of the Cumber- 
landi until the cable, thus buoyed up by the boats, to save its 
becoming entangled among the coral rocks, was conveyed from 
the bows of the Cumberland to the stern of the Mississippi. 
The end of the iron cable being now shackled to the iron cable 
of the Mississippi, passing through her stern hawser-hole, the 
boats were cut loose, and the two ships were held in union by 
a chain, whose iron links, we doubted not, should defy the 
poorer of steam oven readily again.to sever them. This was 
a moment when a huzza might justly have arisen from the 
decks of both sh^w ; but, " All's fa^^ sir !'' was the only 
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sound that came over the intervening space of water between 
the two vessels ; and " Haul taught !" sent back in reply. 
Ere long the wheels of the- Mississippi were seen to move — 
dark clouds of smoke in heavy volumes rolled away from the 
huge pipe of the steamer — ^the chain cable sustained the pur- 
chase, but the Cumberland moved not ! Ere Iwig a message 
came from the Captain of the Mississippi, that " He was do- 
ing his best." The Commodore replied, " It is very well- — 
continue thus ;" and the steamer's wheels rested not— ^the 
heavy columns of dark smoke still floated to the leeward 
— the chain cable continued to sustain the strain — and the 
frigate still rested in her coral bed. Stuhhom thing, that 
she was ! 

The water was now being pumped overboard — thousands 
of gallons had been discharged from the tanlcs during the 
night — sixteen guns from the upper deck were plunged into 
the deep — the spare spars, usually stowed by the main hatch- 
way and in the chains of the ship, were made into a raft, and 
anchored off on the reef — the top-gallant and topsail yards, 
and top-gallant masts had been sent down — ^the topmasts 
housed — ^the shot, round, grape, and canister, and the provi- 
sions of beef and pork, were sent on board the Potomac and 
the Mississippi — and still the steamer tugged at the chain. 
The officers and men had been up during the whole night, 
and laboring incessantly during the day ; and the sea began 
to come in with heavy swells, that now and ever lifted the 
bows of the frigate, and the Cumberland herself, at times, 
seemed to regain some additional animation, lifting her fore 
foot ever and again as the sea-swell came in. Some hours 
had passed in the day, and the ship was found to have veered 
half a point — now, a point — now, a point and a half— now, 
three points and a half — but they were long intervals (how 
long they seemed !) that intervened between the occurrence 
of these perceptible pdnts, at different periods, while there 
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was DO perceptible moYemeat of the ship felt at aoy «ie par* 
tieular point of time. But still the secuew^l oame ia,'aiid 
the frigate seemed to haye mote life ; yet at the three points 
and a half she long shopped, after ail the lighteningathat bad 
been given her, of most of her moveable equipment. ^' Sh« 
will not go— «it is all in vain— she will leave her bones on the 
reef~4he rest of the guns must go overboard, and, before 
now, they ^ould have been giv^a to the deep if we will save 
her hull." Such, and a thousand oth^r expressions, came 
irom the croakers — ^the wise ones— 4he idiers, who always 
have more to say than to do — the blusterous — the deapairii^ 
—and the hughmg — all with good hearts, but all as was the 
oharacteristic ofoadi one's own constitutional make. I had 
marked at different boors of the day, the change of the ship 
by the points of the compass. Tin soundings, tod, on her 
larboard bows, beam, and quarter. And during the day, I 
had gone. down the Jacob's ladder at the stem, and examined 
the hohey-comb formation of the coral rock— down many of 
the caverns of which the lead would sink half a fathom and 
more. But as the sun began to fall now. quite too fast in the 
west, and had already almost reached those gi^and mountain 
heights that throw th^r blue line of Curves high up in the 
horizon, the good frigate evinced a Utile more elastieity in 
her movement ; and at every lifl of her bows she seemed, 
under the impitlse of the steamer, still tugging 'i^ her taught- 
ened chain, to veer towards her sister ship, which, all the 
day long, had endeavored to woo her to her companionehip 
in deeper waters ; and as her keel came down she crushed 
the yielding coral to powders. Thus had she done, grinding 
the coral, inch by inch, quite as &r as she had moved around 
durii^ the day, under the power that veered her to the left; 
and by the liftingof the sea^eurge firom the ocean. There 
was deep water now under her bows. She had come lound 
fiv^ poinl«. But 3rel th^ kmig^ innly — disoouit^ngly — and 
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small parts of her keel had drifted up at her side, telli^ the 
oontention that had been going on between the powers below. 

I know not why — but the Conunodore, at this point, 
seemed to have settled down with the idea that the ^bn was 
useless — ihefrigaie mu8t he hst ! " Come, Forrest," said he 
to the Captain, << it is in vain — let us take it quietly — and 
BOW get a oup of t^i$" and in a naoment more, they were at 
the taUe in the cabin, as the Commodore added, <<the De- 
partment shall be infi>rmed, Captain Forrest, that it was no 
femM rfytmrs^ that the ship went ashore." Captain Forrest 
soon left the table, and was again on deck. I had a little 
earlier reached the upper deck ; and as I passed the Innna- 
de, I peroeived that the frigate had ehai^ed her position, in 
all, six points, and at this moment lay i^ right aisles with 
the position oi her keel in the morning, and was nearly in a 
line with the steamer, which had not changed her positioa 
during the day, having had her anehor directly ahead. I 
sprang to the poop^ieck ; and in a moment more, I felt the 
noble ship shoot from the reef. << She is afloat !" exclaimed, 
half a dozen voices. " Stand by to let go the larboard an- 
chor !" cried Captain Forrest, as the ord^ rolled along the 
gun-deck ; and the echo reached the ear of the Commodore, 
still seated at the table, with the cabin doors thrown wide. 
The truth in an instant was realized, as he sprang 
from his seat ; and, ascending the ladder and standing on 
the uf^r-deck, he clapped his hands and exclaimed, ^< Thank 
God, she's off ! Thank God, she's off !" It was an echo of 
gratitude that bounded at the same instont, if not from the 
lips, yet from the hearts of five hundred souls ! 

The Mississippi now shot ahead, with the Cumberland in 
tow, until the steamer had reached the length of her oaUe, 
when she unshackled the cfhain cables that now united the 
two ships, and let the end of our own fall into the de^. At the 
same mcunent, our larboard anchor pl«i^[ed into the deeper 
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fathoms of the sea ; and at anchor our ahip rode during the 
nigM, as she rose and fbti, in her freedom and grace, on the 
yielding bosom of the sea ; imd our own hearts, in their fVee 
ahd grateful breathljE^, rested undisturbed as tiie dark night 
succeeding, with its thunder-storm and winds, passed over im. 
We were again safe in deep waters. 

The next morning the Mississippi took us in tow, still fur- 
ther from the reef ; and gave us an anchor!^ fkr enough in 
its distance from the lee-shore and coral shoals* The steamer 
then went down f^r the Potomac, which ship, haying followed 
our motions, came near to a berth on the ree^'as unenviable 
as our own had i)een. A signal had been made to her but 
a few moments belbre we struck, to take her place directly 
in our wake, as we were about passing through the narrow 
channel between the two reefs on our a^rboard and larboard 
bows. But seeing our difficulty in time, the Potomac ware 
ship and saved her copper if not her hull, from 1^ desdny 
that, for hours, seemed inevitably to await the Cttmberland. 
It was a kind Providence that had stilled the wind» durmg 
our grounding on the reef. Had a norther odme down upon . 
OS, and a heavy swell rolled in from the open sea, which 
had a full sweep upon us, our ship must have gone to pieces. 
Instead of thiS) however, the gentle heaving of ^ sea diir- 
ing the day served oisily to assist the steamer as she pulled 
the firigate, inch by inch, from the coral rocks. Had not 
the steamer been available for our relief, we had been be^ 
yond the power of removing the ship ftom the ree^ as itis 
now believed, however knig the eSbri had been made. 

A few days only sufficed to r^ain the frigate's guni^ 
spars, shot, provii^ons, and whatever had been oast over- 
board or conveyed to the di&rei^ vess^ of the aqtutdron. 
The guns were re^aoed, as if they had be«i toys, upQU their 
carriages, though each one weighed from twenty-three to 
tiventy-seven hundred pounds. Th^ were soon in ge«r|. 
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sorc^ped, and re-pa^'fited^ TJie spars of the ship again ocou« 
pied their places^ at the sides, midships, and in the tops. 
The rigging was re-rove — some sails re-bent^— and all 
things repaired— and now, the fine frigate Ctin}herland looks 
as clean about her decks, as neat in her hamper aloft, as 
perfect in her armament, and as complete in her equipment^ 
as any show ship could desire which felt boastful of her fault- 
less order, or proud in her conscious power to meet the ene* 
my and to conquer him* 

At the end of the few days spent in refitting^and repairing 
ship, the steamer Princeton, that ^m of our service, arrived 
from Pensacdla^ the bearer of many letters,-^having ac- 
complishad her pas$age hither and back, and supplied 
herself with coal and wnter, in a very short spaije of time* 
She CBSX make the. pas^age^ from this to Pensacola in four 
days and a half. With the Princeton added to our .number, 
we again flirted, on Friday morning the 7tfa of August, for the 
mouth of thei Alvarado^ The Flag Ship, the P<Homa^, ^he 
Mississippi, thePriocetda, the Fsdmouth, th^ Somers, the Reef* 
er, the Bonito, ad^ the Petrel, constituted pur fleet of nine sail. 
The wind beli^ liglit, the Pmic^ii took the Cucab^riand in 
tow; the Mississippi towiajg the PotomaQ. The cUtbex ves^ 
sels 1^ made an eaHiet start ; ai{d alU in good tiinB, arrived 
off ike Alvarado, ready for immediate acttcm* The shipd 
took up theiji^ position at different points, comjp^uiding the 
foft and the hill-sides abng the shore and back of the fort 
The water was deep enot^h to enable the frigates to go very 
much . nearer than they did. Th^i) three schootiers were 
wiAin iho^et shot o£ the shore, and in rcuage of the fort, at 
a distance across « point of Icuid, within the reach of theii 
lai^ gitos. Indeed, all things, save the rapid tide running 
at the n^e of thne of four knot&'Out of the> river> was favor- 
able ibr the success of the iexpeditaon. There ^^re quite a 
0wi|i)eif of peq^^ many and the mt>8t of them, probably 
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spectators, on the hill.side> quite within reach of the shells 
of almost every ship of 'the squadron, which now lay in a 
crescent, before the mouth of the river — -the three schooners 
and the Falmouth, in shore north of the fort and in full 
view of all the p^ple, who spread themselves on the hills 
and along the road nearer the base of the hill. Half a 
dozen shells would have dispersed every soul of them, as it 
seemed to me, as I contemplated the position and the forma* 
tion of the land. The fort was within the bar, and a quar- 
ter of a mile from it up the left bank of the stream. The 
ships could have approached quite up to the bar, as there 
were six fathoms within half a mile of the small fort. 

The Commodore ordered a signal to be made ibr the^ 
Mississippi and the Princeton to fire, but did not designate the 
direction — whether against the fort, or into the collection of 
soldiers and spectators on the right of it, as contemplated from 
our ship, and where it would have been natural for a shot 
to have been directed. It seemed a matter of indifference, 
however, to the Commodore, which way the missile should 
be thrown, and the Mississippi and the Princeton each senjt 
a shpt towards the fort. The shot were seen to fall short ; 
and another si^al directed them to cease firing ; and a suc- 
ceeding signal ordered the schooners to open. They did so, 
<»i the £brt, over which the shot passed by ricochet, or with- 
out first touching the sand-bank. The shot and succeeding 
shells were handsomely thrown, even at the fort in the dis- 
tance, while, at the same moment, they might have scattered 
to the four winds of the heavens the collection of people and 
a hundred or two of soldielrs almost within a stone's throw 
of the muzzles of tl^ir guns. Yet, following the example of 
the steamers, they only fired at the fort ; aiid it was now be- 
coming dark, and a signal was made to cease firing. But, 
in the mean time, a Mexican on a black horse, pranced the 
animal down to the edge of the water, bearing a red flag, 
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while he waved it high and low, and with right cut and left 
cut of the horse's neck, either bidding defiance, or inviting 
the heroes of the ships to a bloody meeting on shore. So 
near was this mad-cap or drunken cavalier, that it was be- 
lieved a musket from the schooners might have picked him 
off. The Captain of the Bonito hailed him ; and the horse- 
man returned the hail, but he was not understood, when 
asked what he wished. After a while, a volley of musketry 
fir6d into the schooners ; and as the schooners had read a 
signal made from our ship to move off sufficiently for from 
shore, to avoid the musket- shot that might be levelled at 
them, the schooners only returned a single discharge of 
grape and canister from an eighteen pounder, which silenced 
the fire of the shore squad ; and, in truth, ended the bloody 
but bloodless battle ! I say " hloodp battle /" for, I would 
pot wish to indulge in terms nearer approaching the profane 
denunciation, in which the deep chagrin and disappointment 
on the part of many of the officers and men, caused some of 
them to indulge ; when, the next morning, signals were 
noade from the Flag Ship for the fleet to get under way and 
follow the motion of the Cumberland, as we stood back again 
for this anchorage, where we now lie, off the point of Anton 

LlZARDO. 

Although a non-combatant myself, and a preacher of 
peaeCf yet I felt mortified at the termination of this expedi- 
tion, which, it is believed, might and ought to have been so 
conducted as to give additional consideration to the Gulf 
Squadron, and do especial honor to the officers of the fleet, 
while it should place the 6ame of the Navy, in its mention^ 
along side the Army, which has so covered itself all over 
with glory, in this Mexican war. 
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SECTION IX. 



SANTA ANNA. — PBONUNCIAMENTOS IN HIS FAVOR.— ^HIS 

RETURN TO MEXICO. 

' DxniiNO all thfe rerolutions which have involved J Mexico 
m a state of political disquiet, ever since her declaration of 
independence and severance froip Spam, no General seems 
to have occupied a more con^icuous position and considera- 
tion in the republic, than General Santa Anna. He, 
like other public men, has had his reverses of good and ill 
fortune, in the esteem and in the denunciations of his coun- 
trymen. At one time he draws his sword for the support of 
the (Constitution ; at another, overthrows it, and tramples its 
provisions beneath his feet. At one moment he is the Presi- 
dent of the republic, again, its Dictator; again, a prisoner, 
an outlaw, banished, and in exile. The frequent equivoca. 
tion which has marked his course, and many of his public 
acts, and some of his private transactions, have justly called 
in question his patriotism, his honor, and his virtue. He is 
reputed to have accumulated a large estate, during his pu!)- 
lic career, and amid the great misfortunes of the republic ; 
and, in common with other Mexican generals who have been 
borne on the top of the political billows, which have so per- 
petually agitated the Mexican people, he is accused of hav- 
ing made too fme, lor private emoiumeiit, with the pul^ie 
purse. 
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For months past, he has heen residing at Havana, in 
Cuba, amusing himself in his exile,. as report says, in cock- 
fighting, and indulging a careless ease, which seemed to 
preclude the idea of ulterior political aspirations. And yet 
those who think they understand the character of the Mexi- 
can General, and the present state of Mexican afiairs, be- 
lieve that Santa Anna is less indifierent to the political state 
of things in Mexico, than by others he has been supposed 
to be; and that he has had his friends continually 
watching the opportunity to further his political interests 
in Mexico, and finally, to secure his recall and accession 
again to political power. Already, some or the provinces of 
Mexico have declared in his favor ; and the Pronunciamen- 
to, which forms the model of the new revolution against 
President Paredes of the present government, is said to have 
been drawn up by Santa Anna himself;, and private letters 
develop hi^ purpose to return to Mexico, if the Castle of San 
Juftnde UUua and the city of Vera Cruz pronounce in his 
favor. This has already been done ; and the last British 
mail steamer, from Vera Cruz to Havana, conveyed to Santa 
Anna the intelligence of these incipient revolutions in his 
fiivor. These rumors, the proceedings at Vera Cruz, and 
at different parts in the interior, have created the general 
es^pectation that (xener^al Santa Anna, ere long, will make 
his appearance off the harbor of Vera Croz, for the purpose 
of entering the Castle of San Juem, and thence> as political 
movements in the country may encourage, advance to the 
Capital, and assume the chief pover of the republic. 

In accordance with the general expectation, as to Santa 
Anna's inteoded movements, the British steamer, which was 
to arrive here on the 15th of August, was looked for with 
some interest. It was believed, further, that Commodore Con* 
n^r would not allow the steamer, under these, circumstances, 
to pass thA blooka(^ as usual, uiitil the &ctshould ba asiofr* 
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tained whether General Santa Anna was a passenger. There 
might be reasons why he should be in the povrer of the 
Ame>ican government at this stage of the political txtoie- 
ments in his favor, throughout the Mexican provinces. It is 
also rumored that such being the determination of Commo- 
dore Conner, his proposition to the cominanderof the British 
ftirce, has been, or the mutual understanding between the 
€5ofnmanders of the two squadrons is, that the British Com- 
mander shall stop the steamer, and ff> Santa Anna is found 
to be on board, the steamer ^hall be ordered to our fleet, and 
ah interview be had betweeii Commodore C. and Santa Anna, 
before the steamer shall be allowed to go into Vera Cruz. 
Such were the expectations generatly prevailing in the 
squadron, the day preceding the arrival of the British steamer 
of the 16th of August ; and the more -so, as the English 
ships hadlfnoved from their anchorage off Anton Lizardo, 
where they had been lying for a few days, to their older an- 
chorage ground, under the island of Sacrificios, more nearly 
commanding the entrance to the Castle and the town of Vera 
Crui. 

The day for the arrival of the British mail steamer, run- 
ning between Vera Cruz and Havana, came. It was be- 
Ifeved the Mexican General would be in her. A smoke, in 
its long, low line, just above the horizon, and out at sea, at 
about the hour expected, was seen. To the experienced 
eye of the quarter-master, as^well as to the novice of btt 
little experience in reading objects far off at sea, it left the 
feet no longer as doubtful, that a steamer was standing in, from 
sea, and making for the port of Vera Cruz. Still there was 
no movement of the British ships. Nor did the Princeton, 
which ship was now lying at Sacrificios, with the British 
and French squadron, give any evidence of her moving, 
►though her steam seemed to be up and herself ready to start 
at any moment. The steamer from the sea still came in, as 
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tbe hmg \um of smoke rose still higher up on the sky ; and 
ere long the hull and the whole prqxNrtions of the well- 
known mailer were in view. Not long after, she entered the 
port of Vera CruZy and as usual, anchored under the hattle- 
ments of San Juan de UUua. Tbe &rt slept quietly, as 
usual. No demcmstration (^rejoicing — ^no salutes &(xn the 
town. The Princetoni alone, was now seen moving, and 
came down to us, after a while ; and soon it was knowoi 
that Santa Anna had not come in the British ^eaxner. 

But the report was, that another steamer was to leave 
Havana two days later ihaR the British mailer, aod it was 
affirmed that Santa Anna would come in that vessel. 

The time passed hy, and the steamer, as expected, made 
her appearance in the offing. Would she be stopped, was 
the general inquiry of those on board, who had not the se- 
crets of the commander-in-chief. Will the British stop her ? 
Will the Princeton overhaul her ? The Saint Mary's is in 
the offing — will she speak her, and detain her, and briog 
Santa Anna, the lion of the day, down to us, to give us a 
view of the former President and Dictator of Mexico, and the 
late exile from his country's shores, but now the recalled 
General, and the probably to be chief actor ia a coming 
and general revolution against the present government of 
Paredes, and will be the suooessor of that chief, to renewed 
and confirmed power ? Tbe 3te«^er, unheeding these inqui-* 
ries and many cqajectures, came still in, on her course, aiKl 
without molestation or interruption, directed her way to tbe 
port. Like her sister-^cra^ she moored herself under the 
walls of the castle of Saa Juan de Ullua. Ere long^ the 
cannon of thai fortification opened their loud-mouthed pieces, 
and the clouds of light cdored smoke rose above its1)attlements« 
These guns were replied to by the smaller redoubts, flank- 
ing the city of Vera Cruz, and together they declared to our . 
satisfaction, that General Sjanta Anna, for weal or for woe to^ 
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Mexicao shores, and was now held within the castle of San 
Juan de UUua. 

But our squadron— ^the Amerioan squadron — that pinkof 
all that is chivalric, and resistless for itsprowe^i — a fleet of a 
dozen sail of frigates, steamers, sloops, brigs, and schooners, 
oflfthis port, at this moment — say ye no more of this gallant 
force, for the blockade of the- Mexican ports ; and worst of 
fdl, for ^e strict Uockade of the harbcn: of Vera Cruz, if a 
sleamer with a Mexicaa General on boasd, with hostile in* 
tentions against the American government can be aUawed 
thus to pass through the blockade uninterrupted and unques* 
tioned. So felt and reasoned the many, doubtless, of the 
officers aboard our ships, at the moment^ when a further 
consideration rendered it probable, even if the Commodore 
had not received orders from Washing^ so to act, that the 
allowing of the steamer to pass as she did was a politic act, 
contemplating undeveloped results^ which the future may 
or may not perfect and disclose. Santa Anna, if wa 
possessed him, would be but a private citizen ; and bo pro- 
mises that he might make could be deemed binding, when 
given while he was held in our power, and it may be, it would 
awaken suspicions and jealousies among his friends, which 
would defeat any favorable intention he may cherish towards 
the United States government, should he finally succeed to 
power. Be this as it may, the Commodore had ample means 
to cut off the steamer — to have secured the person of Santa 
Anna, and held it, if it had be^i meditated and designed. 
And it is since known, the St. Mary's did spemk the steamer 
while in the offing, and did learn that General Santa Anna 
was on board of her, and yet allowed her, notwithstanding 
this knowledge, to pass on her way — an evidence suffi- 
ciently strong to assure the uninitiated that it was not con- 
trary to the wishes, but in accordance with the consent of 
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the American government, that Santa made his entrance into 
the Castle of San Juan de Ullaa and the city of Vera 
Cruz. Santa Anna then is again on the Mexican soil ; and 
whether it shall be for good or for ill, future developments 
must disclose. ' 

WAR STILL CARRIED ON BETWEEN THE SQUADRON AND THE 
CORAL JIEEFS. — THE BRIOTHUXTON " ANNIHILATED.'' 

-This morning, August Idth, at five bells, a ship was seen 
standing down to our fleet, under Ml sail, with a fidr but 
light breeze. Ere Itmg, her fore-royal was dropped, and a 
signal run up. 

" It is the Saint Mary's," was the murmur on the poop- 
deck, " and she is making signals.'^ 

The glasses were directed yet more minutely towards 
tiie advancing cruiser, still a long way in the distance, but 
yet sufficiently near for the quarter^masters and others, to 
read the numbers made by the flags, which she run up to her 
foremast-royal head. 

" Number — ," hlarde (I may not tell the numbers, here, 
as that would be contrary to orders, and knight be giving the 
enemy a familiarity with the signal-book.) 

« Number — ^,*' cried the quarter-master, which being 
satisfketory to the officer as to the accuracy of the reading, 
he directed the << an&w^Hng pennant " to be run up, to 
say to the distant ship, that we had made out iier signal, and 
were ready for her to procceed with others. 

By reference to the signal-book, opposite the number 
which had been made, it gave the letter T. 

The next signal-number emblemed forth the letter R. 

Again, the answering pennant was run up, and again 
the signal was hauled down on board the St. Mary's, and 
another was set. The number was made out, and it gave 
the letter U. 
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" A truce — a truce^ by Jove !" exclaimed the Captain, who 
now held the Signal Book. All we want are the letters C 
and £« and it will be the indication of the welcome prayer 
from the Mexicans, that they desire a Truce. 

" Be it so or not/' said the Ck)mmodore, as he turned 
backwards and forwards, while promenading the poop-deck 
and watching tl^e signals, " I happen to know this much^ at 
least, that General Santa Anna haus not meKwith as warm a 
reception at Vera Cruz as he had anticipated." 

<< There it is," another exclaimed, as the next signal was 
going up to the foremast-royal-head of the Saint Mary's^ 
"but — no — ^it is not the number expected — 'tis net the num- 
ber designating the letter C but X. 

" X ?" exclaimed more than a single voice, " it is the 
Truxton — what of her ?" and the interest increased rather 
than diminished. The brig Truxton had been dispatched 
tp the north to relieve the John Adams, then blockading Tarn- 
pioo ; and the Adams was hourly expected, oji her retur% 
while the Truxton should take her place. 

The signals were now continued to be made, one after 
another, as they were recorded on the log-slate, and soon, the 
name of Truxton was spelt out in full. 

But again, what of her? The signals now spoke in sen- 
tences or words. 

The next signal read " is." 

The next, " annihilated." 

" Annihilated ? — ^where— how — by whom^-aucl in what 
circumstances — at sea or ashore ?" , 

The next signal answered these solicitudes as it declared 
the truth, by giving the number that answered to the word 

" ASHQRB." 

The next signal said, " at Tuxpan.'* 
The next, " wants a steamer." 

Here, then, another of our fleet is making experiments 

12 



258 THB BBOAI» PBNTrANt 

on the coral reef; as if the Cumberland had ^not given a 
sufficient demonstration, that nothing but vexation of spirit, 
alarm for personal safety, and labor and toil by anxious day 
and sleepless nights, could be gained by such a bootless ex- 
periment. And on an enemy's coa^ too-^<me might be finally 
cast ashore, and have, in this hot weather, the disagreeable 
necessity of making a trarerse on foot to Mexico, were he 
to fall into the hands of the no way very amiable people of 
these regions, about these times of a war upon their shores. 

But how is it that the Truxton wants a steamer, if she 
has been and is *^ annihilated f 

The very wise conclusion reached by a little more rea- 
soning upon the matter, and with a very great desire to pre- 
serve the rhetoric of the signal officer on board the Saint 
Mary's, brought us to the conclusion, that there had beeli 
some mistake made in reading one number of the signal ; 
and that the word " annihilated " had been interpolated. 
Therefore, the signal should be, and was so intended : " The 
TrvasUmis ashore at 7\ixpan, and Uf ants a steamer.*' l^e 
^aint Mary's was still coming down to us, and, ere long, she 
dropped her anchor, not far from the Flag Ship, and' a boat 
brought the particulars aboard. 

It appears that the Truxton was standing on shore, as 
near as it was deemed practicable, to cover her boats in cacse 
of necessity, which were to go on an expedition for fresh 
provisions and water. The brig happened to reach in too 
fer, and struck on a bar. There was no backing out of the 
disagreeable circumstanced though attempted, and the sea 
at times was breaking over the vessel. Guns and shot had 
been thrdwn overboard, when a boat with Limitenant Berry- 
man, to take the news to the Commodore, was dispatched. 
This boat had been out for some four days aitd nights, when 
she was picked up by the Saint Mary's, cruising to the north 
and West^ and the sequel of the story as to the after fate of , 
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the TruztoD) reoMiiis to b* told. What k shall be we 
loam not, only that Uie Priaoetoo was immediately diafatohed 
to render assistanoe and give relief. The apprehenei^i ie, 
kcMrerer, that the brig wHl have gone to pieoes bei^e 
the steamer will have reached ^ point, sene lei^«ee up the 
Mexaean eeael, and sot very far bejKxid the place where our 
riups watered^ as has been be£>re ^keeribed, under the heed 
and name of Takduta. 

Oft Saterday morning, Uie S2d, a little sehooner was 
seen ov«r the reefr, not vt^ lar from our ^ip, exid seemed 
to have mouse than a imial oomplement of men for siieh a 
eraft. fiHie was appareiMly in some distress, not to away 
horn where tiie Cumberland, whilom, was lying en a coral 
bed. Mr. Perry, the master, with a kedge was sent to assist 
the Mexiean in his distress. The presumption, howerer, 
was, that she was a craA from the Truzton, making her way 
here, with the distressed crew of the wreeked brig. £ie 
k)Qg, relieved from her temporary diffieulty on the coral 
leef, she came- down and ran. under our stern* A hawsef 
was passed to her, and ^le now swings in our wake. 

The story that she brings is yet more distresmng thaa 
Mky expressed apprehenskm in the preceding paragraplis 
might lead one to antiotpate. This little schooner has a 
Mexican flag flying under a pM Amerieua ensign, which 
HIm Jaok tars nuoiulaetiifed <mtof a sailor's flannel shirt, for 
^ red male^l, but ior the wh^ stripes, whether they had 
recourse to American ootton or a foreign fabric, 1 have not 
learned. But the craft is under command of Lieut. B. W. 
Hunter, ccuataiaing half the number of the American sailoes 
with, which he started from the Truxton, and ive Mexicans 
besides. 

Afler the Truxton had struck on the bar and attempts to get 
off were fruitless, Lieut. H. was dispatohedto capture a JVIex- 
loan vessel se^iin the offisg, which he.efleotedwith a out- 



ter's crew. It was iateiided to uae tbis yemel for tke relief of 
t\yd crew of the Truxton. But the sea runnlDg so high^ Lieut* 
H. could not get near the brig. The captaiD of the Truxton, 
the next day, determined to surrender the brig's couupmBy 
to the autboritiea 'MI shc»re, last the iniH^iag surf on the bar, 
at times hreakiag over the brig^ should inerease^ and^ with a 
norther or other severe bbw, thuo^ the vessel to pieces and 
endanger the lives of all the crew. The caplaia of the 
Truxton therefore filled the boat called the fDingj^ and. bat- 
tening xlown a cover of cuivas, seat her adrTil through the 
breakers^ with a note inside, leaving laeut H. to act ai hb 
own discretion, and tiling him of the Captain's purpose to 
land the crew. Lieut. H. |>icking up the dingy, which the 
current setting out of the river had drifted seaward, and 
learning that he was left to act for hicnself, naade ibr the 
Flag Ship, which, after sundry adventures, perils and risksy 
he reached as described. Lieut H* had made a prize of ano^ 
ther small craft oxi his way down, and mani^ her with a 
part of his crew. She reached the Cumberland on Sunday 
morning,, after having been nearly swamped ia a blow at se^» 
And thus were two Lieutenants and seventeen m^, so far, 
saved out of the crew of the Truxton. The hXts of the Cap* 
tain and the remainder of the ofileers and crew must be tokl 
when the Princeton brings back her report. - 

The Princ^on came in on Sunday evening. -She reached 
the wreck in twenty-three hours after getting uAder way, hut 
too late to find the crew aboard of her, though she still held 
together and had thumped herself over the bar nearer into 
the shore. She was boarded by officers from the.PrinoetcHi 
o-^lbund to be bilged in eight feet of water^-^all things gone> 
save an unshackled iron cable attached to an anchor over<> 
board-i^-and lying, in her solitude and abandonment, a friend- 
less things still awaiting her yet unknown and undetermined 
tetiay. But the final soon came ; and her sjtirrovi^ if she 
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hftd tnaj^ were soon to he o^er. Prepan^kms were made 
to fire the ship, and giv^ her the double kmbrs of a funentl 
pjre and an ooean burial. A ^w e^qiloBive shells were lodged 
upon iier^deeks, to burst in their devastation and deBtruetion, 
•9 they should report her distnemberment, and the fiames 
^ihould advance, in their 4l^id and lurid power, from dedt 
to deok — from port to port"*— fVom bulwadk-to netting and rat* 
tiing, and from rattling and shrouds to maste and yards moi 
other spars — ^presenting a sight to make a sailor weep, who 
loves bis ship, and all to regret and admire, as tbey see a 
beautiful fabric of nautical skill crumUe before a oombina- 
ticNi of ^lementi^ that gives faer remaini to the flaipes and the 
deep. 

And tiras was the Trwrton fired and lighted up-— die 
boals returned to ship^^^nd ^cke flames envelofmig the br^, 
as the Princeton stood ofit again under way, to make her 
report to the Flag Ship, of the inal ^^ {mmkiieOumj" by sand* 
bar, wind, fire and water, of one of our sqoadronf md the 
latest one whi^ had joined the fleet. 

A flag of i^naoe was sent on shore, belbre tiie destroQtkm 
of the brig,^ and the officers learned from the audiorities, tiuil 
Oaptain Garpender, the o&eerB, Mid the orewy were kindly 
f<eeflived*— treal)ed wbh ho^ality — entertained wi^ a ball—* 
and Uien marched to Tampioo. A commimicaCitm has been 
dbpatohed by the CooHnodore to Tampico, fi>r e^Ebcting the 
«rohange of the offii^rs and men, or finr reoeivii^ them on 
parole from tfaa Mesicwas. A good shMre oifrtak prcvimnSf 
keahh, add a safe^ return to the adventurers. 

Afler havii^ written the precedii^ in ci^meetion with the 
wreck of the Truxton, a commufiioatimi was handed in to my 
room, to my address. On breiJdng the e.nv^ope I £>und an 
enclosure, bearing all the evidences of having had a long 
soaking in salt water. The Ibllowiag note fVom an<^ioerof 
tlie PriseetoBy who boarded tiM Truxton, acoompanied the 
relic. 



^ With OQiBpiittieQtfi of LiemtMiaat BoggcH-a paoki^e, 
fittved from the wreck of tbe Tmxtcm/' 

The rriio I chera^ ft& a menieDi&of the wreek, whieh I 
ha^e deseribed ; and am glad that eyen the naaoe has sot 
^lUea into oa^tivkj to the Mexieane, hot w^ ha good f«rw 
tctoe, haa reeou^t hs rightful peaseaM^, le share with me, 
in the Flag SMp^ the furrier ad ventaies tm sea of thia almost 
iMUuiTQAtuioiis war* 

' COCraTS MiLllTIAZ..-*-Oini I»F MANY.-^^TS BEGINNIlle AK» 

In the Rules and Regnlatiofis fer the bett^ gorenmieiiA 
of the Nayy, provision is made for holding courts martial fer 
tto tml of officers in ease of alleged off^Mwe ; and of men, 
where the charge is deemed to be ef a character meiittng 
■ncnrft Hucii a doeen lashes of the <^ e«t-o'-«ine-taib,'^ which is 
the extent of punfabaient that a Oaf^ain can infiiet upoa a 
seanmii a^ his^foereticnn 

No fleet or squadron l<mg afloat can be found which doss 
not pi'uiDirt instances of triids by coinrts martiaL lliey are 
teidposed alwayscf not less than three^officers, nor over thkw 
teiien ; and the laigest nuinber prac^coble, less than thirteen, 
is dirsoted by law to constitute the eoart, whem the state of 
the sKsrvice will allow. The usual oaths are schninistered, 
and a judge advocate is a;ppoiated, whose dnty it is to prose* 
cote ^le case in duch a way as to elicit the truth on bolii 
aidesy and lb recdfd the evidesce, qosstieiis «ad answers, m 
writing, leaning as fo as truth will allow towardb ^nb ao> 
ecuBed. Ai home^ the court iaappdnted by the Pl*endent of 
the United States, or thie Secretary of ^ Navy ; abroad, 1^ 
te Osnmiande^-iB-ehi&f of the fleet or squadrmi. . When the 
■eotenoe of the coutt martial extends to t\m less of lirfe, it re* 
quires twc^thirtfo of the court to agree to it ; and the senleaea^ 
befi^e ili^A be exeooted, must be «ppm>ved by the PresideBt 



of the United Stfttes, when oecurrii^ at home ; or by the 
Commaader-ifi-obief}%<w a fprejga Btat^t AH other ^eq^ 
fences may be deteroM^ed hy Biefrel^ a majority of the coiart, 
escepi in the caae of the^ii^Mvecdraf an officer from the eer- 
vloe. In whieh caee the eeo^tenoe ^uet alwuytreoeii^e the ^ 
pgm$l of die Preiident of the Ui^ted States, beftve it oan take 
wSkcU It ia alflo |ira?ided that when the trial takes place ja 
the Uni^ Scales, the Prerident shall have full power to par- 
don toy. oflfenoe cooftmitted f^^^ the Articles of War ; wed 
^vben the trial oocnrs on a fi>rei^ Station, the same full pow. 
oris oonftnpdd.mi du9 CoBimatideiMln.ehief of the fleet or 
squidlKm.: - > ^ 

Sevoral ootttts mlivtiil hafa^oecnrred in the Home Squad- 
ron since the Cumberland has be^i the Flag Ship of this ^;a^ 
tien» B^ only one where the penalties attached to the crime 
«har^ extend lo the loss of life. This, has lately occurred ; 
tod yesterdiiyv tfae< UHh of ^ Septe«f^r, the sentence of the 
tomi was ditvilged tQ the fleet, with its approval by the Com- 
joMUderiin^htef, ^n^iehyiix yiew Dif its jarful consequences to 
the aeoused^ hlu» pjtodnced a deep sensatbn throughout the 
flbet*' 

The generd oi^erissiiedby theCommandef-is<chie4 and 
i«adeb boatdihodiflbrentsh^ of the squadron — all htods 
being mustered &r headng the docui^c^ent, stated the. follow- 
ing particulars v*-Th»t a court martial having been held on 
hoard the St, Ma^'s^ for ^. ^risl *^ 3« laoksdn, a seaman 
hsbnging (o ^ St» Mttry's, on the charges, 

Fir^y Of nUsii^.a weftpoti a^dnst his superior officer, 
while in the .e:¥ecution of the duties of his office : 

Secandy Striking his superior c^oer, while in the execu- 
tion c^ U» cilce : ^ 

Thirds Treating with contempt hift supenpr, being in the 
•seeution (^ his office ; tod 

Fourth, UtAmUgseditiQusiGaid mutiootts words: and that 
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the Court, finding all these charges, saVe the first, of raiding 
a weapon against his officer, to be proven, after having ofibr- 
ed the aecnsed every opportimity to kiy belbre the Court any 
facts or circum^tancea that mighC operate in his favor, did 
sentencasaid S. J., seaman of the U. S. Navy, to be execut- 
ed, at such time and place as the Commaader-in^ief should 
direct : and that these proceedmgs, fiodingi^ and sentence 
having been approved by the Conmnander-iB-cliiefy there^Mw 
the Cdmiyiander-in-chief directs, that the sakL S. Jackson, 
seaman, be hanged by the neck, at the toe-yard-arm of die 
United States ship St. Mary's, on Thursday, the sev^ateenth 
day of September, 1846, between the hours«of 10 o'clodi^ 
A. M. and meridilm. The general order then ootHuraes as 
follows : 

" In order that a suitaUef impression may be made on the 
minds of all persons in the squadnm, and that diere nmy he 
nothing to divert their thoughts from so melancholy a speo^ 
taole, and that they may be duly impressed wkh tlie aw^l 
consequences -which must ever follow such violations of law, 
as were committed by this unhappy man, it is directed that 
no work be done on that day ; that when the preparatory sig- 
nal b made for execution by the Cumberland, a yeOow flag 
shall be displayed from the fbre-roy«l-mast-head of die 8t* 
Mary's, the officers and crews of every vessel of the squad- 
ion present shaH be mustered on deck, and they shall be 
kept on deck until the yellow fiag on board the St Mary's is 
hauled down: Oommanders will diif^ect that no boats or per. 
son be absent fVom the vessels of the squadron on ^at day, 
on any pretence whatever, without permission from the Coia- 
mander-in-chief. 

'^ The fate of this unhappy man, it is hoped, will have a 
salutary influence, and impress cm the minds of all present, 
the necessity of keefMng a strict watch over their passioBa 
and tempers, at all times and in all (HUiatioBa* 
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** This geneitil ordm* will be road, on its reoaipt, to the 
t^fieera and erews of all the Tesaelff o# the aquadroD. 

0$mmtmiing Mome Sfuadnn." 

Yesterday, September 13thf it b^ing Sunday, I preached 
on board the St. Mary's. The preceding general order was 
read immediately afier my leaving the ship for the Cumber- 
land, having been received during the services. And to- 
day, Monday, I h4ve visited the prisoner on board the St. 
Mary's. He had requested to be removed from the general 
gaze of the crew, and have a place assigned him where he 
might collect his mind and endeavor to prepare to meet the 
sudden summons, to appear before his Maker. I had already 
be^ interested in the man, having heard a description of his 
proper demeanor before the court — his being far superior to 
the general character of seamen-^and his personal appear- 
ance, at once pleading much in his fovor. His defence was 
brief, and it is said to have drawn tears to the eyes of seve- 
ral in the court. 

Not having intended the eourt, or read the minutes of the 
trkl, Lieuleiiant T., the c^loer whom the prisoner had struck 
andfettedy gave me, in brief,- the particulars that led to the as- 
sault on the part of the prisoner ; and also stated the present 
lAate of his mind — ^Lieutenant T. having had several conver- 
sations with him, in which the penitent and humble demeaa- 
or <^ the prisoner had been manifested; I found him on the 
starboard nde of the berth^eck, within a screen of canvas, 
which had, with great propriety and considerate kindness, been 
drawn about his cot, aierding him all the aooonunodatioa 
. that he oould ask for in his present circumstances of misfor- 
tuae, crime, and approaching execution. He developed to 
me, with great propriety of manner^ his feelings — his fears— 
and the Iktie hope he oould cherish of the forgiveness of his 

12» 
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6od, bdfiire wboih he. W88 ao: socm to fpetLt. But l€ is not 
my purpose fully to dtreltof this poor ma&'B feelngs m his 
present eiroumstaQces, where, in all that is before him, he 
has the 4eep«Mt interest of all connected with the fleet. 

" It is a hard thing to die— and to die a violent death, is 
harder slill ; and so short a tiftie to prepare for ft ! I fear that 
my present desires and purposes of repentance, and prayer to 
God, are but the result of the' fear of meeting the Judgment 
Day. But a life of virtue and of piety looks to me, as far ^ 
most inviting ; and had I to re-live my time, I trust I should 
pursue a diil^rent course, and lead a religious life.- But, I 
fear again, that even these feelings and impressions are but 
the results of tny fearful apprehensions, as I cast my view 
into another world. Itiave not the brokenness of heart I 
wish to feel, and the peace of mind, of which I have read, 
that a sincere penitent experiences. I wish it-^I have prayed 
for it — but do not feel it.** Such was the drift of this man's 
own voluntary confessions, made with great modesty and hu- 
mility of demeanor. 1 spent considerable time wiA him — 
prayed with him — ^gave him some marked passages in difibr- 
ent parts of the Prayer Book to be read — and left him, While 
he earnestly entreated that I would be with him as often as I 
eould. I shall see him again to-morrow, eaiiy in the noom- 
ing. 

Agreeably to my purpose, I went on board the Saint 
Mary's, this morning, the 15th, to visit the prisoner, wlrase 
term of life seems, in the opinion of most of the officers of 
the fleet, to be drawing near to a close. Lieuteaant T. I 
found with him, a young gentleman much to be commended 
for the course he has pursued towards this mao, who had 
directed his personal violence against him. Lieateasint T. 
was now with the prisoner, giving hita all ^ae asststance of 
Christian counsel, and endeavoring to further him in his |»re- 
paration to leave the world. He too luui already been to 
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the Coi»iii|ti¥kr.uM)hief to ^xptmB hisr bpp% if oeii4>aliUe 
with hia view of siistoiiMiig 4hd ipfli^nce of the dis^ifdi^e in 
the Navy, that this mv^ might he pardooed. And the pri- 
sooer seemed Bc^^iniemeahle to stich kindoess ; and no one 
cen behdd it without approbatioQ aad oaauneadatioa to- 
wards Liei4enaiitT«,aiidieeltfa^ it waeaQ uokind htow in- 
deed, tha^ehottld.have bean. difeoted towards aucdi «e officer. 
The prxioiier ma^ife^ed that state.of inifid thiA aeemed to 
me to he ap]^>€frieUefot ahaieg ia his oircumstanoes to ex- 
hilfft-T^is views^ and his wf^hes^and h^i fears, and his hopes, 
modified hy a eenseioiisaess^ of his pa^ eouna^ his moral re- 
sponsibility, and the pla&ef saWattopi £>r; jonners through the 
i^ooemeat of Jesus Chrtst, for the re^oasible and imtnortal 
souL Lieiilenant T* renmned with the prisoner during my 
interview ; and I }eA the^ poor man with no hopjs of long >e- 
waining in this worM, but with pra3i^^ra, on his own part, that 
jke might m^el his oomu^ fote mth the penitence of an 
humble i^urit, and with a fei*titi}de that shouU spring firom a 
reliance on God ^ mercy, throi^ Jesus Christ, the Sa- 
viour of the penitent sinner»: 

Again, this Wednesday momii^, the 16th, I have been 
aboard the St Mary's, for another interview with the pri- 
. soner, who seems yet more deeply to bewail the calamity that 
has belallen him, while he yet addresses himself to the only 
source th^ a wretched man can fly to^ whose hours of life 
are nearly upended, and wishes the pardon of the pai^ and 
the salvation of hia soul. He deems it mercy, diat, in the 
dai^ers of the seas which he has all^ady encountered, (al- 
thou^ yet a young man, not over twenty-»eight or ^nrty 
years of age,) God bae thus far spafeed iiia lifei as he was 
once resoued when overboard, in a hapless state ; and at 
anothtf, where there was no hope ef safety to the ship, that 
was a WBQck, wMofa could hardly have kept herself afloat fer 
SIX hours knger. ** Had I then died, I feel that there would 
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have been no hope," he said ; ^ now, there may be a gleam, 
however faint, that God's foi^iveness may be extended to 
me, through Christ. I plead for ^ns fbt^iveness^— I somew 
times feel that it may be given me. Bnt it is an awfnl thing to 
be taken so suddenly out of the world, to meet one's Qod, 
Did the Commodore see eternity as I see it, I think he would 
extend the peiibd that is now so limited belbre me. Three 
days is a short time to prepare to meet my>God ! But I wHl 
not think of it ; there seems no hope of living beyond the 
hour appointed for my leaving the world ; and I pray God 
I may be assisted and sustained.'^ I give net here the par- 
ticulars of my counsel, in the deep sympathies of my soul, 
which I felt for this young man» But I could not but think 
and say, in this connection, that millions of the earth die 
without a three days' warning, and that ^<one day is with 
the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one 
day.^' It is the sincerity of tiie present dedication of our 
spirits to Qo^y to which he looks. And his language is, 
^ Behold, now is the accepted time ; behold, now is the day 
of salvation." And though he might discover something still 
more of the sincerity of his penitence, and of his confidence 
in Grod's mercy, as extended to a penitent sinner, both to 
himself and to others, were he to live a fomight longer, yet 
God knows what would berhin onward fortnight's enrations, 
fears, trust, penitence, and sincieriiy) as truly as if he were 
to live for that fortnight longer. Still, it is the present me- 
ment in which Grod offers his love, and mercy, and forgiveness, 
to the sincerely penitent and confiding ; and the sinner is 
responsible according to the opportunity and decisions of the 
present hour. I pitied this young man as he wept — hopeless 
of having the time of his nx>rtal life extended beyond *' to- 
marrow" as he said, <^ ai this houry'^ at which we were then 
ccHiversing. '" And might it be that he himself could see the 
Commodore, and plead himself before him, in hit own Ian- 
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gnage, i>r his life— but it seemed it ocmfd not be, and I will 
think no more about it P' 

The hour and more wi» passed ; and the principal part 
of the interview vas spent in conrersation on the topics that 
make up the plan of saliration through lesos Christ, who 
eanae to' save sinners. 

" This is a true sa3ring, and worthy of all noen to be re- 
ceived, that Jesus Christ came into the world to save mnners." 

" God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, to the end that all ^at believe in him sfiould not perish, 
but have everlasting lil^/' 

" If any man sin, we have an advocate with the FaAer, 
Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the propitiation ibr 
our sins*" 

And Grod's direction now ii, 

" My son, give me thy heart." 

" Repentand believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and drou 
dhalt be saved." 

That repentance and that belief, this man seemed ta ex- 
'hibit, in the development of the feelings of his heart, hopes, 
fears, prayers, humility, conscience, self-^premation, and 
reliance, on^ the mercy of God, in such a way, that I left 
him, with the apparent exercises of mind and heart that seem- 
ed to me to be fit in a man of his character-^former life— ^pre- 
sent ciroomstances — and anxious desires for the future salva- 
tion of the soul. No man can read the sincerity of another's 
hecurt, in all its light and shade— c^bt, hope, and fbar,^-'aiid 
this man himself feared (and ought he not to have cheriflli- 
ed such, an em6tioB ?) lest be might not be as sincere as €fod 
requires of the heart at such an hour, and in such oircunntaa- 
ees. And I trust not overmu^ to the develc^mient of 
feelings in such scenes, or sudden, last hour consecrations of 
the spirit to God. But had I to express the kind of feelings, 
and views, and hopes, and fears, and peniteBtial reliance on 
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God fiur naensy, thnnigh Jeaas Chrigt, whM) I sboald d#eai 
appropriate and hopeful for salvation io a man placed iathe 
woumstaoceB of this man, I should deeoribe themt in most 
particulars, as they seemed to b^ occupying tlie besooi of thk 
young seaman, d^s^nod, aeoecdii^ to all present i^pearavaM, 
to give up his life at the yard-arm, to-morr^w^ before the sua 
shall have reached ks gfeatest height at meridian* 

A boat having oome for me, from the St. Mary's, in 
uiawer to a signal made l^ the Cumberland, I went on 
beard the St. Mary's this morning, Thund&y the 17th, a 
little after 9 o'clock ; as no indications were dtscov^rabte, 
from any quatter that the wretched man, oondemiied to death, 
would be r^rieved or pardoned. There had been«Myay 
conjectures made as to the ulterior design of the Commodore, 
and various sentiments adva|ioed as to the probability, that 
the execution would take plckoe* I brieve, it was quite a 
prevalent impression, throughout the squadioii, though that 
sentiment seemed-to change, at different hours, that thk un- 
foiiunate dmui, at the last moment, would be pardoned. I 
had, xofmU, Mi the infl%Mfioe of this impresnon, and I had 
delayed, until this momiog> to make known to the Captain a 
wi^, which the prisoner had expressed tome yesterday, that 
I would be whh him» on th» day of execution. It was es- 
sentiid for me to do this, in view of the general order, that do 
boat should leav« the sfaiptui the day this poor man was Io 
tidce leave of the world-^-and hepii^, myself, that^ with the 
light of this mormng, Ihere m^t be some dawning hope of 
ihe reprieve of die man. But it came not ; and soon aAer 
two bells,' on stating to Caf^ain Forres my desire to meet the 
wish of the prisoner, a signal was made to the St. Mary's for 
a boat to besent for me, as deseribed. StiH yet did I hope,' 
that Ihere might be rdief fi>r this penitent man. And yet> I 
take not on me here to criticise tbo sestenoe of the court, its 
approvldi or itsexeoutioB; wU^ I yetislt in dw yecnnngaof 
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jnyheiiit,ft»(b»lifoof tiywyoi)ag«oiiin«B»thatili^ bekis 
destiny yet to live and yet to develop the better traits of % 
^araoter^ ihat seetiMd toembracen^uohof naUve exeeDenoe 
and superior capacity ; that he might evince^ in Jife^ thesiiK 
««rity of a hopeful purpose of Ipllowiog m> palh of virtiie) and 
a coiur«e of peoiteiitial obedienoe to the preoept»of the Groopal 
of Christ* And y^ the acene had gose so &r, th«t it aeeio- 
^ ahnost if not quite a hopeless things to save the tragic ex- 
hibitioB, now within the view and awakening the ^ftftling p of 
tha squadron^ from pasamg into a faroic^ ropresAatation, 
ualeas the expec^ted catostfophe dMNild be suffered to eY<^e 
tUell^ in the way and at the hour appointed. I reached the 
St. Mary's^ after a short puH over the troubled sea, agitated 
-by the north ^ind, whicb haa thrown the usually more calm 
Mrfaoe of the water, beiweien th» two shipi^ intoa^tumiib, 
vhich I now felt to be emb^matical o£ the agitated bosom 
of the unfortunate n>an I wfks seeking to see* 

I went directly to the screen, behind which I found the 
prisoner sitting upon his cot, with Lieutenant T. at his side, 
who offered tojeave Qs, if either myself or the prisoner de- 
seed it. Neither did ; and the Lieutenant remained for a 
short time iongeor, and then 1^ me edoae, to attend this un- 
.fortuiiate map, until the sununons should be brought, to an- 
Aotiaee that tho hour of his eiceciitioa had come. 

<< Would it was a lens bright day/' said the prisosar, 
<< as it would then be in nearer keeping with my clouded 
fele-'* 

I uAd htm, on the oontrary, I could wish it might em- 

Uem forth the light c^ the eountenanoe of a Grod of meney, 

- in his case^ who for^^ves the pe&ileiit smumt through Cbnat, 

who suffisred and died, thfti we might forever live apd be 

hippy. 

"I ha^e so«etimea thoti^ <^ death," he siud, << and at 
(imes» of sudden deatii, htA I nevedr dreamed, thai I shouM 
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come to s«eh a dea;di m thki* Oh, it is a dteadtftil hour to 
me !" 

Yes, it is a tireadM hour. But God, at times, is hetter 
to us than our fears. 

" I Itttve thought, before now, with what feelings a man, 
oondeihned to die, must hear the messenger that eame to 
tdll Irim that his hour had oome, and he must prepare to die. 
But I never thought that suoh a message should be bttraght 
to me — ^but soon it will come !" 

Yes— and yet the Saviour's death was such, in sorrow 
and in manner, that he can feel for a heart that ^y^ iUfeAi 
to him, though agitata at such a moment of near approaoti 
to- such a death as yours is to be. 

<< 1 know the Saviour sufl^red more than Inihall suff^ ; 
and r would willingly sufier, for all^ the day,, at the yard- 
arm, in agoay of body, cinM it hut atone for my sins and 
save my immortal soul. But that would not save me. O 
God, have mercy on my soul ! O Jesus, have mercy on my 
sjnrit P' 

The blood of Chrii^, I quoted, eieanseth from all sin. 
The broken and the contrite spirit he will not despise. He 
that heareth iny word, i^ believeth on him that sent me, 
hath everlasting life, and shall not come mto o(»idemnation. 
Though your ans be like scarlet they shi^l be wM te as 
wool. Throw M your care on Jesus for he eare^ for 
you. 

" I sometimes have a little calm of mind, and feel a feint 
hope in Grod's mercy and forgiveness ; and then, I dunk, I 
would gladly have this fearful suspenfse eiMedf and the scene 
over. But thoughts again recur, that my ^ncerity of re- 
pentance is not as God requires, and that it results alone 
from fear. But I pray fer deeper feelings. I have tHed to 
give myself up entirely to God, and repose in bis mercy. 
I have prayed to Qod and the Savioun Ther^ is so ^qpe 
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fbr me, but in Jesus Christ. I hare been a great sinner. 
I see that the sinner's course is a hard one, and I have 
brought myself where I never thought I should be, about to 
Bufkr a violent death ; and I see that virtue and religion are 
the desirable things to be pursued, to make happy in this 
life ; and had I this Mfe to Uve over again, I trust my course 
would be difierenty and my life be a virtuous and religious 
one." 

And there is reason, I replied, for thankfulness 4o God 
fbr even this state of feeling, in your case, at this hour. 
There are thousands, some, doubtless, on board this ship, 
who, had they been placed here as you now are, had still 
remahied hnU-dUfgs in their disposition and feelings; and 
others, who would have remained so stupid, as not at all to 
have appreciated their situation. They would have died in 
Aeir enmity or stupidity. You appreciate the present, and 
contemplate, with anxiety and prayer, the future — fear that 
your soul may be lost, but resort to the only hope oi saving 
it, by repentance of the past, and giving yourself up to 
God, through Christ, for the time you have to live, and for 
eternity ; and feel that your purpose would control jrour ac- 
tion,' in conscientious obedience to Qod*a law, were you to 
Hve still on in the world. Yon now see things as they are 
•'^he fitness, the obligation, and the desirableness of virtue 
and religion — ^the hatefulness, the infamy, and the destruc- 
tive tendencies of sin— the rewards of the one and the pun- 
ishments of the other. You see that you have always been 
on Ik wrong tack. And now you would change it. We 
hope th)Bit you have done it— certainly, in your views ; 
hopefully, in your feelings ; and we know that you shall, for 
eternity, stand still on the same course, if your spirit is ad- 
mitted into heaven, longing to be holy, and happy as holy. 
There, every breecTO shall favor the sjMrit on its passage- 
way of virtue, hd^Mss, and deeper love, to the Beii^ who 
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gave it ; and who, whoa lost, tbiougfa Christ, vedeemed it as 
axxmtrite spirit. 

'^And in less than one hour mcNre, I shall stand be* 
fere the faoe of my God !'' ooBtinued the pnsoDer, as I 
ceased. 

It was near four bells, or ten o'elock, as the prisoi^r 
thus spoke* fiUs execation was tp take plaoe between the 
hours of 10 o'clock and 12, meridian. In a moment morei 
the ships' bell struck 10, and there was a stir through the 
^ip, that broke the stillness that had prevailed* 

'* There it is," said the poor man, <^ the hour of B17 
death is come ! O Grod, have merey on me ! Give vm 
some strength to meet my doom, that is soon to attend 
me— give me some Httle peace, before the final moment 
comes !" 

Probably, I said to the prisoner, they will yet delay* A 
signal is to be made from the Cumberland, before the pre* 
paratioRs for the last scene shall be made* 

*^ Yes, they may delay it, to the last moment ; but, I 
would not care to have it delayed ; and oh, let me not be 
long detained en deck." 

You sha>l not be— *-your wish sbull be gratified, Jackson, 
I ref^ied, but repose yourself on Jesus. He knows what you 
are to suflSer"— he is now your only hc^>e, your only stay fei 
strength. 

** Oh yes, there is no help new lor me eilsewhere — a poor 
funner— ^at pleads no extenuation fer his sins. But it 
is hard to die — so soon — a violent, a felon's death* Amb 
I BAVB TAKEN NO LIFE. It has occurred to me, as the Cap« 
tain said, who oame to see nie this morning, that there is 
hope as long as there is life, though he gave me none, and I 
have no reasonable hope to live, but a fbw moments longer!" 

No, no— my friend, none ! But it is right that I should 
say to you, Jaekson, to nutigate though not entirely (0 
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i^riieTe one dioogl^ that ycmr cbi^ thougb^a violent oddi 
will not be the same as the nmrderer'son the galhtM, Yours is 
a ptmi^fiMnt at tte yarcUarm, aoc^EdiDg to the usages of the 
•ervioe at sea ; and the chutes oa whioh your seotenoe was 
based, will he knows aa Uiey are — ^ U^ erime iadeed, at 
sea, hut mdnmrderr^ 

*^ Y«s, hut I would rather he put on the forecastle, I 
thottkyjuMllie idiot/' 

BiH it is of BO iBoment now^ I cgoati^ued, it will not he, 
to you. If redeemed, the agitation^ this hour, and the felt 
dishoQor of a death at the yard-ar», shall give you to estir 
mate, with a deeper gratitude, the hlessedaess of that calm of 
heavieo, that j^all gather over the squl, whkh was lost md 
m found — that was exposed to ^emid danger, a^d is now res* 
e«ed to an unchmigk^ safety. It shall be certainty, and 
■o more deuht — ^honor, and no more dii^aoe — ^holiness, and 
homore shi« 

'^Had I been donfiaed on shcHSs, away from the noise of 
ship«beard,'' ie^in«d the sorrowfiil man, " I might have had a 
better oppcHftunity for thinking of the soul, and poreparing for 
dei^, in Uie short space given me. And.coitid I have had 
a sistmr ot a brother ^tere, how it had soolh^d the horrors 
of thsse hours. But I have tried to do my best, and I feat 
it has been too little." 

And^evs the prissner paused amom«it» and ^en added : " I 
think I must kneel down oitti pray now," and aeoordingly rose 
fro«^e.c(^ on which we bodi were seated ; and, demring 
that I would not mo^ foil on hm own knees and audibly 
oOHBBWMd with hisCSod, in a prayer so it and soaceurately 
expressed, that no woa^ was uncharged with the fedings of 
a man, ready to dieand wishing to make ^lis peace with God, 
and to comm^ad hir cq^rit to his care. Wonki to God a world 
could have heard it. Would to God a - Cambering woHd 
osuM wake to the foeHngs of this man, who viewed^ with the 
vision of his awakened spirit, the relations of his responsible 
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being to eternity. It was the prayer of a broken bearl—a-sob- 
dued spirit — a soul, that cast onward its view to the Qod wko 
made it, and before whom it felt that, m a few j n ow i sirtf nwr^y 
it would appear, disrobed of its mortality-'^^ responsiUe 
and immortal spirit ! He rose and retook his seat beside me, 
on his cot ; and I thought, whatever might be my hopes for the 
future salvation of this young man, flying in the agony of his 
spirit, to God, to meet whom, as he expressed it, bat semiUf^ 
two hours had been given. him for preparatien, I yet folt that 
his were the fit language of prayer and deve^Mneat of heart, 
for a man in his circumstances and course of his preoediBg 
lifo, to awaken hopes, that a Grod of mM*oy would reoeiv« 
him in all his agitation, and fear, and desii^^trust on him 
through a dying Mid compassionate Savioor* I should have 
knelt with him at this time, but he requested me to retain my 
seat, from that generally inherent prindple of a sailor's d^ 
ference to an officer, which, before had caused him as I 
prayed with him, to offer me his jacket to kne^ upon, lest the 
deck might be too dusty for a kneeling place. Alas! I 
thought, as I refused it, and other articles profiened, there is 
no need of hmUng or dcumisk cushiotu here to kneel upon, 
when the anxious soul would look to God for forgiveness and 
salvation, in its need ; and when but a few boum more rirauid 
separate the spirit from eternity. 

Six bells now struck (11 o'ek>ck). Bad yet the summons 
came not. SttU, there was a stir over the deoka, that seemed 
to indicate it might be on its way. Tlie stir was m waswer 
to the preparatory signal now made from the Cumlm4and, to 
have all things in readiness for executing the senteBoeof the 
Court Martial. The prisoner knew not of the i^gmd, but 
his quick ear detected the movement. And as ^m signal of 
the Cumberland fell to her decks, the yeUmojUi^ on board the 
St. Mary's was run up to the royal-mast-head. 

All neoessary preparmtioBs had been early BfMuk ob 
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bowpd th6 lEbittt Mary'0 ht ex«euting the sealonee, now so 
soon lo he eonsttiiinMited. A small .platform htu} been arranged 
OB thelai^oard side of the fot^eastle, a little abo¥e one of 
the guns and sapperted by a stMiohion, one end of whldi 
rested in the muzzle of the gun. This gun was loaded* 
The clew4iDe was used as the whip^rope^ by whieh the 
nnfortunate man was to be run tip to ^e kirboajd*arm oi 
1)m fi»re-yard. And this lifie was so rove as to oonneoC 
9^^ong the yard with a wdght of round shot thai was to de. 
soend by the foremast, and rouse the prisoner to the yank 
arm. And tys we^ht, lor the time being, was h^ in its 
pl€tce near the main-top, by a line that led over the mnz^ 
of the shotted gun. On firing the gun, the «hot would cut 
the-Hne, and the weight ^11, beanng up the unfortunate man 
to the yard* arm. 

And around the Saint Mary's an this beautiful sheet of 
water, lay the difierent ship* and other vessels of the fleet, 
nine or ten^in number, in full Tiew of the transactien which 
was now so raf^dly maturing to its fea^. Hie yellow flag 
flying at the fore-royal-mast-head, all eyes from these dif- 
lll^nt i^^^were gastng, with interest, for the succeeding 
signal of the Cnmbei4and. That next signal would order 
the cxeoution of the sentence of the court ! 

But, in the mean time, how was it with the prisfHier, still 
awaiting in the agitation and fullness of his feelings, the sum* 
moBS, which the signal from the Flag Ship soon wcmld lead 
to ? A little before, he had put on hts shoes, remarking 
that he would do it, though it was of liUle matter whether lie 
did or not. And again, of his jacket, neatly folded upon his 
obt, he said, he did not know what he would need of it. 
The day was warm and bright, and the ships' crews were 
dressed in whiter It was evid^t, however, that the hour was 
near at hand ; and ere long, indeed, the nentry {^aced his hand 
upon the canvas and ^viUed one^wing of the screen, as the 
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First Lieut, of the St. Mary's entered, sajiog that he had oqqm 
on the melaDcfaoly duty (namiog the prtaoaer) to hav&hia pre- 
pare £[>rtbe execution of the sentenee which had been proiMNia- 
eed upon htm. The nia^er<«t*ar9is^adv«noed — ^reltered the 
prkoner's wriste of the irons that emhraced them — 9md then, 
^ {prisoner immediately arose, and alh^ped his arms to be 
tied at the elbows, behind him* An ebullition of the pfisoner's 
feeHngs here burst forth. ** Ok my God, Aat I ^mnld eret 
have heen Inronght to this P^ calling upon his Maker and hie 
Saviour to be with him, umI to ei^end him laeitty and 
strength, in such a needed hour, and to zeceive him with 
pardon to himself. 

It was soon ov>er, ; and he preferred that his kttids 
i^iottld be tied also, and tiiat his slippers should be reaooyed 
from his feet. He was now conducted to tl» main deok of 
the ship, near the capstan-^all iiands already having been 
piped tc witness pufiishmentf and wem now nusitered on iim 
upper deck, with tho officers in unifimn on the quarter^deek. 
Captain Saunders, of the St. Mary's, advanced near to the 
prisoner, and read the death* wacmnt,^ a» the authorUy by 
whieh he was now called upon to have the sentence of the 
Court Martial carried into effect. It was done with a vokse 
that showed deep emoticm ; and the ^ence of the assembled 
officers and crew showed how deeply scrienm was the tcans- 
ac^ion now being- in execudon. 

As the Captain ended the warrant, the prisoner standing, 
pale, and hopeless, which gave interest to his finely chiselled 
fece, a(Med, in a respectful tone-^ 

<< I eun ready, ndr ;" and then bursting into tears, he said, 

^* Shipmates ! I warn you to take examfde firom me, net 
to give Way to your passions. By doing it, I have lost 'my 
life in this world-^£ fear I have lost my soul for etermty. 
Yet I have prayed to God and Jesus Clirist to have mercy 
on my soul. I offinr no extenuattcMi £>r my offence. I firee* 



ly hrgive any one who may at all haye urgad me on in the 
eoiffse of passion. I deeeAj forgive the Court whieh has pve* 
Bounced the seotenoe of death against me— 4he Commodore^ 
who approved of that sentence; and all that may have ai^ 
thing to do with it. i have hut a few momeotfl more toliiF% 
and I pray God to hirve a^ercy on my aouL I pi»y Jwwi 
C^ist to have memy oa me ; and I a^ you idl to pray hx 
me, ferthe few momenta m<»pe that I have to \we*'^ Tbmm 
^e a few of the sefiteneea whiph were fqpoken by thk 
nan atthia hemr, uiid^ these drcumetancea, in hrokea pas. 
sages, but oeottrate aid feeling, beyond the reeoid hcoe; 
msd ae the tears s^naamcB from his 03^00, and were aiiawered 
by a weefHng crew, and I know not, but believe^ by a ouoft- 
ber of weeping officers, my own heart broke in view of the 
affeetin^and thrilling scene. 

When the prisoner had ended hb brief and unfHtemedi* 
tated admonition to his shipmates, he walked forward from 
the capetan to the mainmast, where he stiU stood with my- 
self at his i^de, the master-at-arms attending Mm, while the 
First Lieutenant advanced tp the ipreoa^le, to sise that aU 
things were in readiness fer ending ^e fearfiil tragedy. 
And while he was gone, the prisoner let his thoughts com^ 
mune with Ms own s^l and his God, making a aingle re- 
mark <v two, and saying to me with other expt^essuxw, ** I 
have a faint hopOj now,* that God will receive me. It is.A 
feint hdpe." '* And there— see ! there" — directing my eye, 
rather, himself looking ferward to the lerboaid fore-yard- 
arm, and seeing the prepa^rations that had been made fer 
the final scene, and on the forecastle, beneath the yellow fii^ 
which Was now flying at the fere-royaknast-head. Btit aoon 
he turned his face to the mainmast, and knelt 00 a coil of 
rigging beside it, as I placed my hand upon his , shoulder to 
euppcNTt him, and buried my own faee in my handkerchief, as 
I leai^d on the bits, while this man o^red up another prayer 
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m an audible tope, for bis own soul-^Kme ooadefneed m a 
few moments to ofSax up hi» life, in atooemeiU ibr the iNpdLea 
laws of his country. Hq ofiered nothing to extenuate hi« 
cmme. He su[^[ilicatedy at this hour, that God would give 
him a little str^igth, Ibr the few moments he had to stay 
upon the earths He h^vailed and was heartily sorry fer 
all his past sins. He named again the members of the 
Court that oondemoed him — thi^ Commodore who i4>pfoved 
of the sent^Mse— ^his shipmates — his own scml. And with a 
palhosy and a pr^riety, and la the langiiageof a spirit that 
spoke jiiat in the vesti ba le of an eternity, he continued his 
prayer, for a few moments, as none but those who heard him 
ean tell, while old sailors tmd young oees with their v^et eyes 
as seldom, if ever their eyes were ^us w^ befere* Nothing 
could surpass such a scene, on the deck of a matf-of-war ; 
while seme near the mainmast and around it, wept acN^bly 
and akHid. 

The First Lieutenant soon returned. The priscmer had 
risen, and though but a few moments had passed, this scenes^ 
with the scdemnity of an eternity, had oocurred ; aAd who*, 
ever this man may be, his spirit, at this moment, was ab- 
sorbed in its petiUon for its salvation fer eternity. 

As the Lieutenant af^roached the prisoner and was aboi^ 
to advanee to the feracastie with him, he said, " Jaokson» two 
men,'' mentioniag their named, '< wish to speak to you^ — will 
you allow them to do so ?" He assented ; and near the fere- 
oai^k they met him^ The first said, as the tears stood in 
his eyes, for he was a person who was intimate with the pri- 
soner, " Will you tell me, if I have ever done fmy thing to 
urge you on, in any wroi^ course, that I should be select*- 
ed as your executioner?" " No, George, I do not remember 
any diing. But I believe you have rather urged n^ to sup^ 
press my passions. And George, / dwrgt pou, if you meet 
any of my friends or mine, that you never tell them a word 
of my end — never lisp it." 
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The seooDd man eame forward, *' And," said he, '^ have 
I ever urged you on to any acts of insubordination what- 
ever?" _, 

No tears were in the eye of thb man. He was older, 
and of a different class of face. 

The prisoner paused, and then added, '< I cannot, consci- 
entiously, say that you have not. I do not accuse you. But 
if you think that you have in any way injured me by your 
advice, I here forgive you, as I hope, in heaven, to be for- 
given !" 

Here I interposed, and said that I could not consent that 
the prisoner should be tormented, by any further questions, 
at such an hour. He forgives all, and bids you goodie.'' 

The Lieutenant repeated my objection, and sustained it 
— ^and the prisoner immediately ascended to the deck of the 
forecastle. 

As he approached the larboard side, his quick eye took 
in the scene, and he said to the First Lieutenant, 

" Mr. K., I think that line should be overhauled a little 
more — there will not be drop enough to it." 

<< Yes, there will be, Jackson," returned the Lieutenant, 
*^ and, besides," continjued the officer, *' the gun vnU kill you^ 
Jackson .'" ♦ 

As he moved across the forecastle, and his eye rang* 
ed with a hurried glance down the larboard side of the ship, 
he said, as if catching the eyes of some, " Good-bye, lads ; 
and then to the Master-at-arms beside him — " Good-bye^ 
Master 'at-arms J ^ 

He now stepped on to the platform. I s^ood for a moment, 
beside him, though myself cm the deck of the forecastle. 
The rope was placed over his head and adjusted to his neck. 
Was there any hope? Could the scene have gone so far, 
and be ended without taking this man's life? No, I thought not. 
It was too late I He must — he will go into eternity, a mo- 

13 
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ment hence. I cast my eyes to the Flag Ship. The fatal 
signal to execute the sentence of the court, was, that in- 
stant, being run up. I turned away my face, and two or three 
times paced across the forecastle deck. The cap was now 
drawn over the face of the prisoner. As I drew near him 
the words came from his lips, in earnestness of entreaty : 
" Oh God — have mercy on my soul P* 
^f Oh Christ — have mercy on my soul'P' 
" O Jesus, into thy hands I commit ray spirit P* 
It was while one of the last two sentences was dwelling 
on the lips of this unfortunate man, that the ofecer, leaning 
over the forecastle deck, said, in rather b suppressed voice, 
" FiEE !*• At the same moment ihe platform on which the 
prisoner stood, rose — the prisoner himself bounded a few 
feet in the air as the loud report of the cannon echoed over 
the waters ; and, as if no space had intervened, the now 
senseless but one moment before praying man, was hanging, 
at the fore-yard-arm of the Saint Mary's ! No muscle moved 
—no limb contracted. The concussion of the gun had in- 
deed killed him ; and there he hung the spectacle for a fleet 
to look upon, as evidence that a broken law will have its pen- 
alty, and to what an end a man may suddenly be brought, 
by the indulgence of one ebullition of passion. 

I walked to the cabin amid the stillness that now held the 
ship's decks, while the officers and t^rew were gazing in si- 
lence on the sad spectacle ; and the other ships of the fleet 
in like array and silence, were beholding the scene. After 
a short conversation with Captain Saunders of the Saint 
Mary's, a signal, at twelve o'clock, was made by the Flag 
* Ship " to haul down all colors at present flying," and soon 
afler, a boat took me aboard the Cumberland. 

At four o'clock Captain S. sent a boat for me, and 
I accompanied the funeral procession from the Saint Mary's, 
under the direction of the First Lieutenant, to a little green 
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Mftndy (Salniedkia,) jwt imrj imtant oat to sea, fenning part 
of tke ooml reef that inhems our ftaehorage ground. Ther^ 
w# interred tkt peer saHor ftoj^, who, in a rash hour, sacri. 
£oed his Efe in his early years. It was his request that 
DO stoae-^^K) Id^r — no mark should designate his grave, 
k has hasB made in the coral sand*— ^it is lerel^ with the 
green plain of the iidaad-N.^ name U «9rtoUN.-dK>ugh, on the 
ship's books it reads SikMusL Jacxson. 

On the ^Sabbath suoeeeding the melancholy exhibitk)n be- 
fore our fleet, in the execution of this unhappy man, I preach- 
ed again abotfhi the Saint Mary's. I fouiui the officers grave 
-«— the men depvessed, periiaps superstitiooaly disheartened. 
A soleam lesson by a solejion scene l»d been read to that 
ship's company, as well as to the whole squadron, whieh 
Bone who wknessed it oouid ever fi»^et ; and to the crew of 
lbs Saint Mary's especially, was the transaction onie oppi'es- 
stfigly aieetingy and thriliiag even to terror. ^Perhaps some 
'c^ the crew had even eUIowed their natural superstiticnis 
to wi»rk on their mincb, in view of the melancholy scoae 
which they had hei&a called to witoess on. their own deck, 
tod at the yard-arm of that beautilul ship. << I do assure 
yott, sir," i»aid .the coxswain ofthe boat, which todi me hack 
to the Cumberland, aftur the services of the day were over, 
<* I do assure yoi;^ sir, that I had not wept before for ten 
ji^ars ; but I could not help it, oo that day." 



VARIETIES. 

On the 33d of September, Ca[^ia Carp^ader, of the 
brig Truxton, whose loss we have already desoribedi with 
o^r officers and some thirty men, returned to thd squadron, 
from Vera Cruz. The men, with much fatigue, had march- 
ed from TuaLpan--*-were generally treated with kindness; 
but from expositrs and. probable imfHrudenoe in driftky mcMBt 



fiS4 Tas BROAS PSNNUfT 

of them were reduced to sickness ; and a day or two after 
tbeir arrival, I ha^ the funeral services to perform over one 
of them, who died^ as not a few seamen do die, with memm « 
patu. Strange that the government of the United Slates 
will not dispense with t)^ spirit ration in the Navy, as well 
as to have done it in ti^ Army. The delivering out of liquor 
two or three times a day on board etir ships, will make the 
young seaman, however temperate when &TSt ent^ng the ser- 
vice, in a little time an habitual drinker, and induce a habit, 
which finally makes him a drunkard, and a sorrow to his 
famUy. Hundreds on hundreds of young men, -who enter 
the searvioe &om the spirit of adventure, are thus finally ruin* 
ed— disgracing tbmnselves, dishonoring their kindred, and 
fearfully wrecking their hopes for this and the world to c(»ne. 
The broken hearts of a thousand mothers callr loudly to those 
who legklate in the halls of Congress, to do away with this 
crying evil. The plea of neee^Kty is all an absurdity, 
known to all who sail on board our ships, though sueh oft-' 
cers, at themselnes drink, may advocate and allow the evil. I 
say there is no necessity fbr the continuing of this high re- 
proach to our Navy, which is the cause of sorrow to-thousands 
and rum to many a valuaUe man. If there be cause, where 
is it ? Many men of the sliip's company do not draw ihdt 
grog. Frequently two-thirds of a crew. And who are they I 
Do these men skulk from duty ? Do they sustain less ft- 
tigue than others ? Do they stand back when any deed of 
daring adventure, or of benevolent action, is to be done ? 
No. They are as ready to volunteer as others, and are the 
first to do, and to do aright. But enough of this here, though 
the subject elsewhere ought to be and may be renewed. 

The Fla& Ship is always the centre of interest in a squad- 
ron ; and of consequence the most firequented of any ship 
in the fleet. To her all letters for the different ships of the 
squadrcm are first conveyed. To her letters are sent, which 
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are to be despatched homeward. To her tiie c^Beers, on their 
first arrival on the staticMa, report. From her, the orders 
to all the fleet are isaaed. And to her, are all the reports 
made from the -^hk)ekadii]g^ ships, and ft^m all oCl^r ships, 
or expeditions, on various and varied duty. The ooasequeDoe 
is, that the ward-room mess of the Flag Ship has a lai^r 
iiittn^r of visitors than that of any other vessel of the fleet* 
Their dinner table is usually favored by the presenoe of 
some fnend of the mess. This alwcCys gives plearar^ for 
hospitality and oordial flings among Navy officers of the 
diiS»r8Bt ships ef the squadron, show themsrives in all things, 
and becomingly, excepting, sometimes, in thi^ lalse hoi^i^ 
tality of drinking Jmmiy together. Thus has the ward-room 
table of the Cumberland generally been Aivored by ^e 
offioera of the diflerent vessels of the Home Squadpoo. And 
dms are new acquaintances formed — ^various subfeots dis- 
cussed, epmiected with the profession and other subjeete, 
military and civil, govemAiental and private, as well as the 
general topics and occurrences, in the fleet and of the day. It 
is consequently, I believe, a general wish of officers, to be on 
board the Flag Ship, thus designated, from the circumstance 
of her being the ship of the Commander-in-chief of the squad- 
ron or fleet, and wearing at her main-royal-head The. Broad 
, Pennant, which a Commodore is alone entitled to display. 

la the service of the United States, Commodores being of 
the same rank, but entitled to precedence and command ac- 
cording to the dates of their commissions, dbplay, when in 
company. Broad Pennants designating this precedence, by 
virtue of the date of their commissions. The Blub Pen- 
nant takes the precedence of the Red Pennant, and the Red 
Pennant ranks the White Pennant : and sometimes when dif- 
ferent squadrons meet, Pennants of all three colors are seen, 
flying at the main-royal-head of the Flag Ship of each com- 
mand. 
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Commodoia Perry, wbo ii jaaior in di^ of hk eooRiiis. 
•M to CkHnmodore CSonaer, has lately joined our aqiiadron« 
And althou^ he has not a aeparate and independent com* 
mand, he yet k aii^ciaruted to wear at the inain-royal-head of 
hifl sEipy'a Red Pennant* He has diaplayed this at ^ main^ 
loyidohaad of the Miaaisaippi. There are, dterefore, at this 
OBomenty October 18th, two Pamants flying In our squadinot 
ike Urn Bod ^ae red. 

It has lor some tine been expaeted that Comnodora 
Perry will have the ooBunaod (^ the I^Naiie Squadron, when 
Conunod(»re Oonner ahall be reliered ham this station^ 
For the present, they are to act in oonoert, rather, Cobiiboo 
dore P. ia seoond in command. There is a glory eneireiing 
the name of Perry in the annals of our gallant Navy. Penry 
of the lakes was Um elder brother of the present Commodoow 
Perry ; and no victory whteh hasatlended on our naval aer- 
vioOi has given greater glory tiian hk to our national .flag. 
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SECTION I. 

ALVARADO. — SECOND BXPEDITIOII. — ^ITS BE&mNING, MIDST, 

AND ENDING. 

SiNtB thei exoumoo of our iloet down to the river Al- 
TArado, the filriog <^ a &W gnus into the fort of the enemy, 
•I Ae meiltk of that ri^or, and our xetum ag«dn to the «a- 
«ii0ii9e off Aj^oft XojKaxdo, the^ have been, oectuiional 
whMpeis, (hfiit n aueeessfiil. es4>editiQii against that.£>rt, and 
aa attempt iBoade to. cut <Hit the Tessi^s bebngiog to the 
Jilexioan goVemmenft, woutH he put into execution in a few 
dajB. It was felt that the first movement bad been, a displi^ 
mff the moujA <^ that rhrei^ which reflected no honor upon 
the flag ; find kt, could not be ooaeealedy that deep chagrin 
had been experienoed on account of it, by alinost ^yery offir 
i)ar attached to the aqtiad^n* Preparatiofis h^ been pai:- 
ttally laadpfiwr a leadings on shore, on the first oooasipn of 
visiCing Uie AlTarado; sind disappointment and mMrmurs 
of ooeni^nft w^e loud at the lUluie; and letters from 
the fleet, whether' the ioeurse was justifiable or not, fijiled the 
northehi papevsy re^ectiJeg upon the CoauBander-in«Qhief, aa 
haWng but ill supported the honor of that flag which he had, 
in other days gdlaotly delended,. and under which he h%d 
victoriously sailed. The Mexican papers, too» noticing the 
morecneot of d^ Amerioan fleet, seemed to have deemed U 
only a feint, and oMifeastid that no resistance, coi^d he^y^ 
been made by them, unlesa the '^nemy had oome aohore. 
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And besides, on the arrival of the squadron, off the river, 
the Mexican vessels got under way, and as soon and as fast 
as possible, made their way up the stream. The force, at 
this point, seemed to have been very inconsiderable, accord- 
ing to the Mexican papers ; and the Mexicans themselves, af- 
ter the leaving of the fleet, would hardly ever have dreamed 
that the Americans designed them mjury by the visit of our 
ships, unless they had learned it afterwards, by the state- 
ments in the United States papers. 

It is not for me to scrutinize the motives of the Com- 
mander-in-chief. But so obviously did it appear to others, 
that Commodore Conner's naval reputation, as weXi as the 
reputatkm of the Navy itself, required some action of the fltiet, 
which should regain what was deemed to be a false step, in 
this movement at the mouth of the Alvarado, that no one was 
surprised to learn, that the Commander-in-chief meditated 
another attack, at this place. And if another demonstratida 
iriiould be made there, i< muti he ^ucees^mL The alteraa- 
tive of this, as a possible oceurrence, was never adnutted 
to the ihought of an officer of the fleet. It was Ike repmUtian 
qf the Naoyy as well as the persooal fame of the Cemmander- 
in-chie^ which was now ooncemed, and to be cared i»r, 
protected, and rieinstated beyond the power <^ question, either 
by friend or by foe. A second failure, would be solckjb to < 
the fame of a proud service, to which every offioer felt it an 
honor to belong, in the associations of its past story, and in 
the iionorable expectations of the oattoD, whtoh looked on it 
in every emergency confidingly, ibr the national deftnce. 
Those high expectations of a people, who had always con- 
templated the service with fondness and liberally, ihat 
Navy now and ever would sustain, while it shmMtmdwmUd 
maintain the glory, which it had so h€NK>rably and so gal- 
lantly in other days achieve. Suck was the brei^king of 
every offioer on board our sMps. 
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I stop not here to criticise the peculiar policy, taste, or 
propriety of any of the details of the Commander-in-chief, 
in hia direction of the movements of the Home Squadron, 
in generals or in particulars. Every mui has his own way 
of doixig things. There are modes, however, of oaustag 
preparations to be made and information to be communicated, 
which will develope no important secret — an encouragement 
and a conversation, which will awaken enthusiasm, secure 
cbv«tiofi, and produce and deepen love, and make men who 
are brave, braver still, and willing men, more willing still. 
But such mode and mcmner are not An the power or the 
practice of every man. It was Napdecoi's. 

For twocnr three <iay8t>f the week previous to the 1 1th 
of October, officers and men were detailed to ^ boats. 
Guna were examined, pistols assorted, cutlasses appropriated. 
Home swords ground, and ammunition sent on board the va- 
rious small vessels, as it was needed. The prize schooner 
Nenttta was fitted up with four 42^poiind carronades, and 
other instruments of war, aad with quavers lor men and 
twicers. A thousand other things seemed ta be developed, 
(though jat rather a late hour for the needed training and 
manoBUvring of men and officers,) which seemed io indicate 
war upon somebody or something, but where, certainly yet 
seemed to sit a& darkly aback the veil of the future as did 
the coming of the Norther, which, for a few days more de- 
layed the consumamation of the plans of the Commander-in- 
chief, and the exercising of the boats and men. 

Oil the 13th of October, however, a diagram, which was 
aot without its merit in the arrangement, was developed to 
the squadron as the plan of operations against the fort, at 
the mouth 6f the Alvarado nver, aad the cutting out of the 
Mexican vessels. Attached to this diagtun was the follow- 
ing order : 

18* 
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•* U. S. Ship Cimberiand, > 

Off V«m Oras, Oct 13, ld4€. i 

^ Sis,— The aedompatiytBg ofderis tliat for towleg «ul 
aftilkig^n a Ime ahead. The order of sailing or towing, in 
two eolumoB, will be formed as follows; the McLean on 
the larboaiKl beam of the Vixen. The Reefer, <m the lar- 
board beam of the Nonata* Tbe Petve^ on the iai^ioard 
beam of the Bonito ; and the Forwaid aatmi of the Peti^d. 

<< Close order will be, half oal^'e leng^ betve^i the 
t«^ oolunms ; aad half that 4tflti»ee between each Teasel, to 
be increased or diminished as eimumstaiioes may require. ~ 

" It is inteiKfed that the boats shaU pass the bar, as or- 
rai^ed in the aecompanytng ^agram, should it be soffieient- 
ly smooA. Bat in case there is so much surf as, to endanger 
dashing the boats against the vessels toeing them, k may 
then be necessary for them to cast off, and make their way 
across the bar separately, making fost to the Tesseb again, 
as soon as over. In this case,- the boats^ crews alone will 
be placed in the boaita. The marines belonging to them will 
remain on boai^ the vessels whteh had litem in tow. Cir- 
cumstances m^y occur, to ctiange at modify these arrange- 
mmitS) for whidh it would be d^k»ult to gi^ spemfia oniers. 

'< 1 am, respectfully, 4fc. 

D. COKNBR, 

cAmtsiciMitaf Smm <SpfS0PMi* 
«C»I»t|ufi F. FoaaxsT, > 

Commanding U. S. Ship Cumberland." y 

These orders and the diagram having been issued^ there 
became a general and settled footing of interei^ m the ezpe^ 
iMdon^ The expedition itself now seemed <|Sfite probaUe 
and aimost certain. The necessity of a succ^sful esfpeditiim 
#as universaily affirmed, Mid universally felt. 

For several days the waters about the ship pr^Mnted at 



OF. THE GXTLF SQITADEOXf. ^X 

tlme3 ait aQiinate4 spectacle,. as the boats from tb^ differeat 
ships jpioed the bpats of the Cumberlajad, when they prac- 
tised several evolutions in forming;J[ines and taking various 
positions, which exhibited all the interest that a fine regatta 
pres9nts> when boats, ready for the contest, gather at their 
^al. Flags were displayed from the stern-sheets of each 
boat — ^launches, cutters, and barges — and the boats' numbers 
pn flags at their bows ; and thus a gala scene was exhibited 
to the view, as ope ws^hed thera at one's leisure, from the 
poop-deck of the Gumberland. 

The boats also pulled for the neighbcNring little island, be- 
fore mentioned as Salmedina. And on this island, the ma- 
rines an4 the seG^nen exercised in marches and counter- 
marches, and firing at a target* But they visited this inland 
only twice, wai, doubtless, isuqceeded in making the com- 
mand quite ^miliar in getting into (not to say forming) a hol- 
low square, or a circle for a like purpose of repelling a body 
of cavalry, in case the Mexican cavaliers should come down 
upon them with their horses and lances. 
. The Sunday of the 11th of October passed stilly ^d 
calmly by, afler the noise and the stir of the last few days ^f 
the preceding week. Several officers from the other ships 
were aboard the Cumberland, to attend the religious service^ 
of the day-^-^aptain Gregory, Commander Ingham, and Lieu- 
tenants Huj^t, Pasker^ Rogers, and others. It seemed like 
Sunday on shore — ^more than usually so. The Commodore 
and Captain, and other officers of our own ship, and me^, 
gathered in their places. I^he ship's bell was tolled. Thfb 
music was^good and plaintive; and though I felt that my 
discourse was less relevant than I wished to the circumstan- 
ce of the squadron pn the eve of an expedition, which all 
rvow began to feel would be attended with danger, as I had 
pr«^red this discourse earlier than the announcement of the 
intended moyement, yet i$ was easy to direct its conclusion 



292 THB BROAD FBNNART 

to associations, which, in the ship and in the squadron could 
not but awake, in view of the circumstances surrounding us. 

Sailors can feel. And to-day some of them ielt, though 
less than I have seen them on some other Sabbath days : for 
I have seen the tear flow down the bronze cheek of old sail- 
ors, which evidenced hearts that yet felt amid the current d 
many years spent on the seas ; and still younger men have I 
seen weep as tenderly as landsmen on the shore, when their 
thoughts have been carried back to theijr distant homes and 
hearths, later left. In the afternoon the men came to me for 
more Bibles and other books than I could supply. 

But Monday, Tue^ay, and Wednesday came — the 11th, 
12th, and tlie 13th ; and a number of the men, at different 
.times, sought my room — ready and elated at the idea of hav- 
ing an opportunity of supporting the honor of the f!ag under 
which they sailed— -but yet counting intelligently the proba- 
bilities that were against them. It seemed doubtful if they 
all should again return to the ship ; and, therefore, they 
wished me to write their wills— bthers brought me their wills 
after they had been written, for safe-keeping, believing that 
I felt interest enough in their welfare to insure a proper dis- 
position of their papers, if they should fall by the shot of the 
enemy, whom they were about to meet. Indeed, it was a 
very general feeling through the ship, that many connected 
with the expedition would never return. And yet, none hesi- 
tated-^all were ready to enter the conflict, in obedience to 
orders — many were enthusiastic in embracing t!te occasion, 
which they deemed now to be before them, of distinguishing 
themselves in an engagement with the enemy. One of the 
instances from among the crew, which interested me, was a 
man who wished to leave all his wages due him to his two 
** little sisters.'* When he mentioned their names, I feh sure 
they must be of an aflectionate family. Jttstiwa was (me ; 
JosEPHiNA was the other ; and •* they are my only sisters, 
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said the interesting Oerman of Westphalia, **thte <me only 
five, the other seven ; and they have no father nor mother." 
A worthy brother, I believed he was, for he had drawn no- 
thing from the ship during the ten months he has been aboard 
the Cumberland, and his credit on the Purser's books was the 
unbroken amount of his wages sinoe his shipping. There 
were also letters to parents, telling the story, that might happen 
to the ivrlters, and to let the parents know that they thought 
of thertfi in their latest hours, and in expectation that they 
might not meet them again at the home still dear to them. I 
respect such feelings — would ever admire and encourage 
them in others ; and I look on them as the most hallowed re- 
mains and beautiful exhibitions of nature, wherever devel- 
oped, wTiether by the humble in circumstances of the poor 
man, landsman or seaman, or by the elevated in circumstan- 
ces of affluence and homes of el^ance and taste. 

Thus much of the men composing the crew of our ship. 
How Ivas it with the officers, in view of this particular expe- 
dition, in the peculiar circumstances under which it seemed 
to be undertaken ? How was it ? What American heart 
that loves his country, cannot answer ? What person, who 
has traced the naval story of the Republic, but well knows 
how to give the reply I Readiness to obey orders— eager- 
ness to enter on the expedition? — love of distinction — and de- 
sire to give additional fame to the flag of their country, and 
personal consideration as officers of its Navy to themselves, 
swayed every bosom. But no one, while they were eager to 
take the chances and enter on the dangers which were before 
them, looked, without emotion or recklessly, on the coming 
Attack. It was to be a desperate affair, if necessary. Every 
otie fentered upon it with such expectations and- readiness to 
meet the hazard and the desperate conflict, if it came, for the 
reward — a nadon's approbation and praise ; the comnienda- 
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tion am) pride of oonnectioi^ and friends, i^ glory were won, 
and safety and life continued — and tears^ commendation, and 
a monument of fame in 4 nation's memory and records, if 
they fell. But who, at the same time, might read the secret 
tides of their hearts ? Most of these young gentlemen of the 
ward-room are married men. Their affectionate wives and 
children look to them as their support, honor, and happiness. 
Not at such an hour would they forget these, the dearest ob- 
jects of their affections on earth. And though the stir of e^- 
-citement in preparation existed — and though a thousand piti- 
ful remarks assc^ated with the coming expedition were made 
— and the expectation of fame loomed up before them, there 
were other thoughts, dear, deep, tee^rful, given for thbse who 
were far away. I could, if I woul4, develop living scenes of 
this kind, associated with the oper9,tions going on for the ex- 
pedition against the fort and shipping at Alyar^ido. Last let- 
ters were written as tokens of a husband's and a £EUher's 
love ; and others telling of a child's devotion to doting pa- 
rents. . . 

f^ I thank you," said an officer, to me, as he stood at n^ 
room door, and conversed with me» a few hours before he 
was to leave the ship for the vessel which was to take hioi 
down to the point of a^tac^, and io reply to my rem$u:k, that 
*' I had. heard him speak of his son; and if any accident 
should happen to him, and I survived, I should remember it 
and declare it." His remark had been, " If I f^Jl, all I have 
to ask of the government is, that it will give an appointraent 
to my son at West Point." " 1 thank you, sir,"* I say, he re- 
plied ; and then turned from n^ door, though I had not 
observed his emotion, which he had. thus turned to conceal 
A moment more, m^ & little sUp of paper fell upon my desk^ 
as the same officer passed my room. I read it, as follow^ 
and almost rpproached myself as I dropped it into my 
drawer : 
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" Mr. Taylor, — ^I was obliged to you for yoUr kind ex- 
pression about my son. Do not speak to me again about 
him. It is the only subject that unmans me at this time. 

« Yours, .^ 

Thera if a sequel to tbe story of hiiQ, an officer of a oo- 
Ue beamgi w^ wrote ^s. He is dead; and may his 
Crovemment grant the request of this wor^ man, who died 
in. the seryice of his counUy- It, at least ,shaU he nay- pur- 
]K»e to make known his request and feeing, at th^ hour. 
But no one ean feel th^ foU seAtiment qontained on this brief 
alip of paper, except that individual whose Mmilar ciroum- 
•jrtences of position axid expenenee has awakened a ku^ed 
emotloDy whieh has deeply barokea hus own heart, And.^his 
WM but a semarii: the toasX accidental, dropped on paper i^ 
H monent when otbers were as deeply feelings and had as 
d<9eply felt, while their own brave hearts yet swelled in the 
pioi^tect before them, although those same hearts m^t^^ in 
lo¥e, and 8olioitude> and prayer, for those for whom they 
OHg}it, in a few hours more, for ever on earth be parted. 
Brave hearis are th09e which can Jom ikedeepesU But I may 
not develq> th0 secret and- sacred emoti<ms of others in the 
DtreuHista^oes of tlu^ Utjtje band of officers who were on the 
eve of exposing their lives to the shot, and bayonet^ and 
sword of their enemies, for accomplishing the order% aofl 
j99Kuuring the ^me and glory of their country. 

Yet from my own feelings could I in a measure read 
theirs ; for I had deemed it my duty to aooompimy the ex- 
peditioii as <)hapl{un to thei squadron. I had contemplated 
lAe piobobilitiesof the en^egQinent which was expected be- 
|w«en our forces and the Mexicans. I feared and believed 
it most probable that some of our officers and many pf our 
men would be wounded, and most probably some of them would 
be killed* Tbe Mexioei» had fought in gppcpitioii ta Qene- 
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ral Taylor's army bravely and spiritedly, in three engage- 
ments ; and they probably would not give up their fort, 
shipping, lyid perhaps town of Alvarado, without an endea- 
vor to retain them, or to revenge their loss and defeat at the 
expense of blood. But should this be the misfortune attend- 
ant on our own forces, I should wish to be near at hand, to 
use my endeavors to comfort the wounded, to counsel ihe 
dying, to bury the dead. 

But could I copy here the many "last letters*' which 
were written by the ofiicers of the fleet, I know they wouki 
devielop the deepest and the tenderest feeling ; and yet more 
despairif^ expectaHons of return than any commumcations of 
my own, made at these hours, might present ; for they were 
going into danger far beyond the exposure contemplated by 
myself. But there was no hesitation. It was to them a 
welcome movement. They were not only acting for their 
country ; they also thought of those they loved, and the 
name they m.ight acquire, if in safety they should return, 
for the very objects of their afi^ion about whom tiimr 
hearts now clung in all the devotion of an increased love, 
which the possibility of a final separation, and the ccme^ 
quent forlorn situation of those they would leave, added to 
their hearts, which I have no doubt now bled to tears, as 
they leaned over the sheets on which were penned a hus- 
band's — a father's — a child's farewell. 

Such, then, were the circumstances in which ^these (^ 
oers were placed, at this moment of the night preceding 
that on which the expedition was to move down to the Al- 
varado. It was a deep emotion, that held many a bosom; 
and fixed and abiding, and unMtering was the purpose of 
all, in proportion to the possible and probable danger whieh 
was to be encountered. And yet, a stranger eye of one just 
coming on board the ships, would have thought an expedition 
of ple&ure was on fbot, so eheerfutly and industriously were 
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all things in preparation and movement. The reports brought 
from the shore were> that the early fort, seen when the 
squadrcm was first off the river, had been washed away ; but 
another had been built, and was now well manned ; and that 
from two to thr6e thousand troops were at the point and 
near the fortification, at the moUth of the river. These 
statements were believed by some— doubted by others. But 
there was no alternative, whatever force might be there. 
The expedition now must carry through the purpose, for 
which ft was set on foot. Afailure, as before hinted, none 
could think of — and a defeat was only to be attended by the 
fell of every officer and man of the force. Never could 
a number of officers and men seem more firm and fixed, 
in their unfaltering but no way blustering purpose. The 
cost had been counted — the die hdd been caM^-^and all were 
ready to execute the object of the expedition. 

On the evening of the' 13th, the wind was too heavy to 
admit of transporting the mdn firom the different ships to the 
small vessels which were to go on the expedition. On the 
aflernoon of th6 14th, however, a favorable moment pre- 
sented, and seamen and marines, from the larger vessels to 
the small steamers and schooners, were transferred, for the 
occasion. The officers, however, delayed ulatil near sun- 
down, at which time, the Commander-in-chief left the Cum- 
berland for the small steamer Vixen. The Fleet Surgeon, 
Dr. Walters Smith, and myself were detailed to the steam- 
er Mississippi. It was intended that the wounded should 
be brought ofi* to the Mississippi from the smaller ves- 
sel to be engaged in the action ; and from the shore en- 
gagement, should it take place. We therefore left the Cum- 
berland, soon after dark, most of the other officers, who had 
been detailed, having already gone to "their different com- 
mands or vessels, to which they were designated. Dr. 
Minor, and the ward-room mess of the Mississippi, received 
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utcourteoudyy aod treated U8 kindly ; mad he&ae lOo'dook^ 
the usual hour of y dousing the lighta^'' we were all as 
gnugly in our heds, as if we had no intention of niovii;ig) at 
nidnigbt, firom the anchorage. 

At 12 o'clock, th/b Mississippi commenced firing up* 
The other two steamers did the same ; and at about two 
o'clock, the Mississippi was oS^ by herself while the Vixen 
took two schooners in tow, and the McLean three. The 
little fleet moved down the cpast, under the shades of , the 
night, intending lo arrive off the bar of the river Alvarado, 
at daybreak. As the morning light came through the air 
ports of the state-rooms, and the stir aboard ship increased 
the next morning, I turned out and ere long was on deck, 
joining Drs. S. and M. The Mississippi had anticipated 
the Vixen and the McLean with Uieir tow some distance 
on her arrival, while these two smaller steamers and the 
schooners in their lixie were in full view and rapidly coming 
up to the bar. The Mississippi now took up her ppsitinut 
near in to the shore, with the flag-stafif of the fort in view. 
She immediately opened her fire, from her long guns. The 
Vixen, bearii^ the Commander-in-chie4 fitnd the McLean^ 
each with a separate tow, now stood handsomely in towards 
the mouth of the river ;, but, at a near point, instead of pa$s- 
ing directly over the bar, it now being about 7 o'clock in 
the morning, the Vixen v^red ofi* to the eastward, . and 
standing along the line of the bar, dire,cted> by signal, the 
dii&rent vessels to open their starboard battery upon the 
enemy, as they followed her motions. The evolution was a 
pretty movement, as seen from the Mississippi, as the 
steamers and gunboats, as they veered ofi* and stood across 
the mouth of the river, outside the bar, opened their fire^ 
and threw their shot in towards the fort. But they were 
too far ofi*, to do any execution against the enemy. The 
Vixen stood some distance out again seaward, followed by 



the McLean ; aad soon tbe Commander-iii^ehief eune down 
towards the Mfs^saippi, and when near, i^ioved off frooi die 
Vixen in his barge, and came along side of the Missimppi. 
A short Gonversadon ensued between Ccmimedore Codiimp 
and CooKnodore P«nry, when the CoaiinaQder>.in.^Ghkf 
again joined the Vixen, wb»»h bore his Broad Pennant; 
and the tm^ amall ateaflBera now ataodii^ aeroBs the mouth 
of the riyet wiidi theor schooners in tow, aga&i opened 
Aeir fire upon the fert, whieh oeoasioni^y dtsohais^ a piece 
against the little feet, but the shd struok far^ innde of them. 
The Mississippi aoon alter ohaoged her poeitioci, and took 
a nearer afid more fiiv<»mble anchorage, by bringing the Ibrt 
lull in view and within laach of her guns. Haring got a 
a|Nring upon the cable, the ship brought her broadade lo bear 
upon the finrt, though the dgtanoe, w^le it was within rang* 
of her gttiis, was atiE ao far c^ aa to reader her fire less cer- 
tain and deatmodve than olherwiae it would had beoi ; while, 
howoy^r, her sheik and round shot. frequently UAd with ef- 
feot on the fort, and apparently, at diSsrant times, silencad 
their long gun^ which was mounted by itself idioTe their prin^ 
«^al fortifioalimi. The long gima of the Miastaaippi made 
some very handsanie iriiots, under the direction of Lieut^sant 
Smiih; and her battery of forty.two pounders, under the di. 
pedioa of Lieutenants Garter and Parker, conthMsed to pbty 
with moi« or less efl^t npon the enemy. Commodore Perry 
oeoupbd the buj^oane-deok of ^e Misf^sstppi, aaid gave his 
ordena through Gommiu^der Adams."^ The fire frcsn the 
Misabaippi was kept up for some hours, whil6 the purpose of 

* As Captain Forrest, at a later moment, came abngnde the. Mia- 
BisBippi, Commodore Perry exclaimed to him, in view of the expected 
landing, " 1 wish I had your place, Forrest ;*' and under usual cir- 
cnmstances. Commodore P. would have had the command of the whole 
inoe. Bat the Commaiider-in-chi«f aaramed in person, the leading of 
ihaazpadKtkn. 
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^ Cominantler*in-ckief seemed as yet unfiled. A signal, 
ere kmg, was made, for all Captaios to repair on board the 
Vixen. A cmisultation was held. The Cofmnander-in- 
<^ief, after stating that a new fortifici^ioD had been built 
uQce he was last here, and seemed stronger than he had ex« 
pected to find it, put the question first to Lieutenant Hazzar^^ 
he i>eing the youngest officer in command, what was his opin- 
ion as to the crossing of the bar with the present force ? '' My 
o^nicm is, that we should cross the bar, sir," was the reply* 
The same advice was given by all the officers present. The 
officers again repaired to their diffisrent vessels. The Mis- 
sissippi now renewed her fire with addiUonal interest, as the 
Commander-in-chief, in the Vix^i, was soon seen standing 
from a pdnt in front of the bar^ where, for a shprt time, 1m 
lay at rest, with the McLean and her tow astern, afibrding 
an opportunity for the men to ^iter th^ several boots. 

There was, now, no mktaking the purpose of the Com- 
mander-in-chief. He soon led gallantly in withthe Vixen with 
her tow of two soheeneis, while the fire of the Mississippi 
increased its rapidiQr, and the fort on shore opened its guns 
in rapid succession upon the advancing £»rces. But the 
little Vixen h^ nobly on her way, and soon brought her 
guns to bear on Uie fort ; and with the two schooners briskly 
discharged her pieces while they were metering ; and soon 
they had advanced opposite or beyond the fort ^ Thus far had 
the Broad Pennant been liobly boriie, with the guns of the fort 
still playing upon it. The McLe«i followed on, with her 
tow of threo^ schooners, in imitation of this gallant begiimiiig 
of the Commander-in-chief; and every eye and every heart 
on board the Mississippi was wishing her good speed, as she 
was following the noble example that had been set her by 
the leader of the force in the Vixen ; and while the Missis- 
sippi herself continued to discbarge her long guns and forty* 
two 'pounders in yet quicker succession ; when (the beast 
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Uiat she was ! ) the McLean, midwa^r ef tbe bar, drifting to 
ih0 leeward of tke channel, grmmded amm^ the hree^rs and 
^€W aH things into cm^sion / The launches and cutters^ 
filled wHh n»en, and standing in by themselves over the bar, 
oontiBued to advance on4heir course ; and were, now, inside 
the bar ; when the ComnMya^r-in^ehief was seen, though be 
had reached well in or beycmd the fort, to be putting c^out, 
and was sochi ugain standing out ; and the- boats which were 
ui^ng in. to his assistance and support, t>f course also 
chimged their (Hre^icm and followed his movenients. Tha 
whole force was soon again outside the bar, seaward — the 
boats lying on thdr oars — the three schooners which had 
Cast loose from the McLean a^r her grounding, were stand- 
ing off from the bar, and all, awaiting the orders of the Com- 
mander-in-chief, who, in the Vixen, with her two schoon^v 
in tow, was new making a circuit off the bar. Ere long he 
passed under the beam of the Mississippi, but spoke not, as 
the ViiLen, with her tow, glided slowly and gracefully akmg, 
showing that she bad been wounded by a round shot, which 
bad mariced her on her starboard beam, just ^»rward the 
wheel-house. 

What, now, will be the movement of the Commai^er-iit- 
chief^ was a question whioh«each one, doubtless, of the tittle 
squadron, was anxioira to sdye in- his own mind. ' Such was 
the inquiry in my own oasd, which caused me to look, w^ 
deep interest, at every movement of the Vixen. It had 
already been an interestiflg sight presented to the view^ as 
the steamers, with their sohocNiers in tow, were entedng"— 
and even the McLean, in the breakexs, rolling like a cradle, 
as tbe gun-boats were cast adrift frtxn her to shift for them- 
selves, served but to heighten the interest of the scese-*while 
^ke boats, intending to preserve the lee of the Vixen and the 
schoMiers d»^ped astern, but gave way with greater earn- 
estnefls when the McLean had beoome foul* TlmCommo- 
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dore, toe, as d^soribed, h»d leac^ied forwaKi quite inlo thid 
river, but ^angieg hk coune, stcx)d outagaiti under the fire 
^the Ibirt, and again hai^dsomely disebarged fab own pieees> 
as he passed, at the feitificatk^iK All served to deepen the 
expectation for the develi^NaieDt of the inther acftkm of the 
feree* As I saw the Vix^ ohasge her course agam tb 
stand mi% of the river, the idea immediatelj ooounring (b 
ny own mind, Was, titat the Vixen, <m seemg to difficulty' 
oi the MoLean rocking among the breakers of the bar, was 
ooming out to take the other schooners in tow, and back 
again to reliim with them for the onset. And it4iad been « 
gallant move had it been done ; asid it would have pven 
doul^ gh>ry to the chief in qommand, on account of tlie ao^ 
eident which had occurred and the becKuty of the succeeding 
movesient whioh this Commodore would have eifeoled. But 
BO. The mortilica^n was to sucoeedw The Oomn»ttder> 
ifi-dhief stood not baek, as it was expected he would dcH* 
leaving the McLean and her crew to perish among the break- 
ers, if toy must, as one of the fortunes of war, as she swung 
Ubt broadfide obliquely across to bar, and 1^ straamkmr iMat- 
board guns towards the fort, while she lay dashing in her 
pmkHis potion. But to Commuider^in-^^hief had oome out 
•*-4he boats had^foUowed^be three schooners that were cast 
adrift from. to MoLean had made thear way off from the bar 
-—and the McLean, herself, before the Commander-in-chief 
had passed out over the bar, had backed off, from what 
seemed, for a moment, a hopel^s position; and now o^ 
ikmgs seemed ready for Uie s^Mxmers to re-unite their haw- 
sers, and dgain to Hand book, advance upon the- enemy, take 
hds shipping and to fort, and ^out victory to the . glory of 
to American arms* For it was yet but thr^ o'clock ef to 
aflemoon ; and ample time, before the sun siKmld go down, 
WM left torn. The bar had been crossed and re^croesedin 
less than three <^rters of an hour« But it was not repealed. 
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The CommanderLin-chief again entered not. And as it be- 
came evident that he determined to withdraw the fleets I felt 
-^ut I will not narrate my own feelings — it seemed a per- 
sonal sorrow to all ; and the deep feelings of a bitter chagrin 
seemed but ill suppressed, whenever the mind recurred to 
this believed to be, and felt to be, second dishonor to our flag. 
Not for a moment ^ill any one question the personal courage 
of the leader of the forces on this occasion ; but the unfortu- 
nate and inexplicable indecision at this tnoment, as it seemed 
to others as well as myself, the retreat, and the consequent 
naval disgrace to the Heet, made every heart (or ought so t6 
have made it) indignant limd sad. 

For the space of some half hour more, the Vixen, on 
board of which was the Commander-in-chief, moved seem- 
ingly undecided over the water, as she turned one or two 
circles near the Mississippi, and then farther distant in thfe 
offing ; when a signal Was run up, which said to all the Ves- 
sels of the little fleet, that they should make their way to 
this anchorage, which it had left at midnight, some fifleen 
hours before. 

It may not become me to complain of the Cbmmander-iii- 
• chief on this occasion. He led in his own steamerand her tolir 
most gauntly. Had he remain withined the bar fifleeri minutes 
longer, all his boats would have been with him, though the 
three schooners cast loose from the McLean, probably, could 
not have Sailed over the bar, the wind not being strong 
enough to enable them to stem the current, under sail. But 
the McLean was again off the bar and ready to unite her 
tow ; and by taking a higher course in mid channel, it is 
believed, by some at least, that she would have gone over the 
bar. And if she did not, the Commodore, with his force hi 
the Vixen and the two schooners, and the boats hastenirtg 
to his support, might have stormed and carried the fort 
—held it, or left it, after spiking its guns— and thus 
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have sared the honor of his flag — ^preiFeAied the deep 
mortificatioii of the oflicers of his fleet and of the whole Navy 
— and sustained his own personal and merited fame. If the 
loss of life would have heen great, and the Commander-in. 
chief feared the responsibility, it nui^t be replied that it wad ex- 
pected (how sadly and surely the preceding sketch will show) 
that blood and death would extend on the ^Epedition. All felt it 
'^'^eply—^olemnfy — frayerfuUy! But all were ready to 
meet the danger, for the honor of their country — ^the recovery 
of the good name of the Navy which it was felt had already 
sufiered at this point of Uie Alvarado— and for the opportu- 
nity, perchance, so seldom oi^ed in the service, of gaining 
a name and distinction for themselves. '' It is the only time 
of my life," said one of the officers, " that I liave been within 
reach of the guns of an enemy. I thought our chance had now 
come, and it was hard to turn back — ^to me and to my men." 
This was said respectiully, but in a tone of voice, when the 
movement of the expedition was canvassed the succeeding 
day, that showed how deep and how true was the emotion of 
disappointment, which awakened it. There is one relieving 
eireum^ance which I ha^e in view of the case, and it is so 
profound, that I almost accuse myself for aught I have writ- 
t^ of complaint for the retreat, in the foregoing article, 
namely, that a// rf4mr officers and men have returned safely, 
and that blood has not been shed, «ave, as is reported by the 
Mexicans, of one of their officers kill^ by the Mississippi's 
guns, though of their men, no report has been given. 

I occupied the upper deck of the Mississippi, during the 
engagement and movement of the fleet. As the force was 
crossing the bar, the. interest was intense— the Mississippi in- 
creasing the rapidity of her fire, and the lower fort of the ene- 
my discharging its guns in rapid succession upon the steam- 
ers, schooners, and boats, as they were crossing the bar, 
which the fort entirely commands. But that unfortunate 
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grounding of the McLean spoiled all the glory of the di^ 
for us. 

At the moment of the grounding of the McLean, our 
Captain French Forrest exclaimed, " Now for the boats — 
they must go to the relief of the Commodore/' while, as yet, 
they saw not the purpose of the Commander-in-chief, to re- 
turn. The boats gave way, with a will — Captain Forrest in 
his gig gallantly taking the lead, ''See the Vixen," said 
Lieutenant Symme^, " how gallwi^y she stands on» Gire 
way my. lads, pr she will have finish^ tl» sport before we 
get there." And the gallant Hajszlird, eould he have eifeot- 
ed it, would have put the Nonata between two of the Mex- 
ican vessels, and oarfied them or sunk them* The same 
emotions swelled every heart ; and I should not do justice to 
these gaUa^t officers and men, whd were thus willing and 
eager to peril life, for their own and their country's honor, 
did I not tell their s\ory faUhfuUy^ mi let the responttbility 
rest where it belongs, on one |>erson^s single shoulder. And 
he led the van, nobly — bmv^y — but faltered, ajt a momfnt 
when all seemed more than half done, and retreated before a 
force, which may proudly record th^ir aodoB a8^a hanctiome 
deed of arms, that drove back, and defeated, and hunMed the 
American force, and threw back the taunt, which our own 
proud flag has been for so many months flouting in their face. 
" Alvarado must he taken" says our Chief. Ay, sir ! But 
the day is passed, when the glory of your Pennant and the 
national flag can be restoi:ed, by the foil of Alvarado ! Fall 
it will ; but the memory of the past may not perish. It will 
live beyond the crumbling of the parapets of their fortifica- 
tion — ^the loss of their fleet-— or the sacking of their town! 

I have written freely, and on my own responsibikiy, ex- 
pressing the views which I have here reconkd as the im- 
pressions which have been made on my own mind as a spec- 
tator of the scene, and in view of all the foots and prepara- 

14 
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tions for the expedition which were presented to my observa- 
tion. I know that some may dissent. And some will say 
that the McLean would have grounded agaifi, had she made 
the second attempt to cross the bar — that even the Vixen, 
drawing only seven feet of water, touched twice while cross^ 
ing the bar. Others may say that the sacrifice would have 
been too great for the object proposed to be gained. But it 
may be replied, that there was Uioehe and a half feet cf water 
on the bar, as sewnded thai mondng, and the McLean draws ten 
feet two inches ; and the bar was unusually smooth. And^as 
to the loss of life— -who heutated to peril it ? Why have we a 
Navy, if dcmger is to cause hesitation, when an object proposed 
is to be secured by arms and chivalric deeds, as a matter of 
public advantage or of national or private glory ? It might have 
cost many lives ; it was expected that it would ; but abandon- 
ment or defeat was undreamed of; and the deep intensity of 
emoticm and fixedness of purpose, under which th^ expedition 
' was commenced and carried on by the officers and men of the 
squadron, made the disappmniment and^ chagrin odrrespond- 
ent, in their depth of tone, as the feelings settled down in the 
review of the contrast (f what was, and what was expected to 
he. And the whole affidr, while it may be deemed a trifie 
in its results upcm the general action in the war, or the repu- 
.tation of the Navy, has yet been the occasion of deep 
feeling throughout the squadron, which it is just should be 
recorded, in the story of the movements of the Home Squad- 
ron at this period of its operations. 

' I copy here the dispatch of Comnnodore Conner to the De- 
partment. And glad shall I be if a partieLl eye, in connection 
with the sketch already given, shall find in this- communica- 
tion to the Secretary, sufficient apolc^ for this second fail- 
ure at the mouth of the Alvarado. Commodore C. in other 
days has earned a merited esteem in the consideration of his 
countrymen, from which I W9uld wish not and hope not to 
detract. 
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*'U. S. Ship CtrMBSRLAND, > 
Off Vera Cruz, October 17, 1846. ) 

*' It is with feelings of deep mortification that I apprize the Depart- 
ment of the failure of another attempt to enter the river of Alvarado. 

" On the morning of the 15th, a little after sunrise, I reached the en- 
trance of that river, with the steamer Vixen, the three gunboats, the prize 
schooner Nonata, mounting four guns, and the revenue vessels, schooner 
Forward and steamer McLean, accompanied by the Mississippi, Commo- 
dore Perry. It was intended the latter should cannonade the battery, 
while the smaller vessels crossed the bar. It was found, however, she 
could not approach near enough to make any impression on the woxk 
with her shells. This battery mounted seven guns ; and immediately be- 
hind it, on an elevated knoll, was a platform, on which was a mounted 
pivot-gun. Knowing the small power of the steamers on which I de- 
pended to tow the small vessels'over the bar, and up the river, I was de- 
sirous of having a favorable wind to assist them. For this purpose, I de- 
layed moving until nearly two o*clock,but seeing no prospect of the usual 
lea-breeze setting in, I determined to proceed. The first division, com- 
posed of the. Reefer and Bonito, in tow of the Vixen, got under way, and 
was followed by the second division, consisting of the Nonata, Forward, 
and Petrel, towed by the McLean. As they approached the bar, the cur- 
rent became stronger, causing the steamers to steer badly, and lessening 
their progress to not more than a mile, or a mile and a half the hour. 

" The first division continued to advance ateadily, and had been some 
time engaged with the battery, when I had the mortification to see the 
McLean aground on the bar, and the vessels she had in tow foul of each 
other, in the greatest disorder. 

<' As it was evident no support could be expected fit)m the second di- 
vision for some time, if at all, and as the three vessels composing the first 
were wholly inadequate to prosecute the attack, even if 'they could pass 
the battery, with which we were engaged, I was constrained to order 
the Vizen to be put about, and repass the bar. 

" It may be as well to observe here, that besides the battery at the en- 
trance of the river, there is another at the town, one and a halif miles dis- 
tant, of three guns, with two brigs, each mounting nine guns, a schooner 
of seven guns and two gunboats, each carrying a long twenty-four-poundr 
er — all so disposed as to command the ch^annel. Py the time the Vixen 
joined her, the McLean was again afloat, without having sustained any 
material injury. It was obvious, however, her draft (ten feet two inches) 
was too great to pass the bar in its present state. Grenerally, there are 
from thirteen to fifteen feet on it, and my information led me to believe 
I should find that depth now, but the late floods have probably lessened 
it, as on sounding, previously to entering, there were barely twelve feet. 
The Vixen struck twice on going over, though drawing only seven feet. 
The current was also stronger in the river than I expected, and even if 
she could pass the bar, I felt convinced (he power of the McLean was in- 
adequate to make head against it with any vessel in tow. These con- 
siderations — and the day being far spent — induced me, however much 
against my inclination, to abai^on any farther attempt at present to enter 
the river. 
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" Ehccept for a abort time, from early in the spfme to the commence- 
ment of the rainy season, no one, not acquainted, with them, can have 
any conception of the difficulties attending naval operations on this coast. 
The north winds, during the winter months, are sudden and violent, ac- 
companied by high seas and strong currents. No judgment c!m be formed 
as to what moment they may commence. Under such circumstances, an 
opinion may be easily formed of the difficulty of landing a body of men 
on the open coast, and also of the danger from the elements attending it. 

** I am, very respectfully, 

" Your obedient servant, 

" D. CoimEB, 
^ Commanding Home Squadron,** 

"Hon. John Y. Mason, 

Secretary, of the Navy, Washington." 
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SECTION VI. 

EXPEDITION to TABASCO FROM THE HOME SQUADRON, UNDER 
THE COMMAND OF COMMODORE FERRY. ^DEATH OF LIEU- 
TENANT CHARLES "W. MORRIS. — THE LIEUTENANT'S BURIAL. 

The squadron readied the anchorage of the Flag Ship 
Cumberland, on its return from Alyarado^in the edge, of the 
evening of the 15th of QGlol>er. The Ck>mmattder4n-chief 
came ov^ the sides of hi» noble frigate, as he was the &tEt 
to reach the ship, and a deep sensation evidently was produo* 
ed — as all who had been left on board the frigate deemed, 
with others, that. there were many chances against their ship- 
mates' return. And every heart and every officer of the 
squadron, I have reason to believe, would have delighted in 
the triumph of Commodore Conner on this expedition. And 
what had been its success now was unknown, as the squad- 
ron's return had brought its own news, and the firs^ of the 
action of the fleet. But it was soon known to be a failure ; 
and while there were many mitigating circumstances— 4he 
grounding of the McLean constituting the chief one— to 
apologize for the ^bandooment of the expeditbn, under the 
circumstai^ces in which the ieet withdrew, y«t eveiy ofiider 
knew, that nothing would apologize with the dountry at 
large ibr the failure of any naval attempt upoe this enemy^ 
whatever might be the difficuUie» or accidents occurring at 
the time. Success is the criterion rf meti^^athirei, ofmcO' 
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pacity, in the judgment of the nation, when contemplating 
naval or military operations. 

I know not what were all the counsels between Com- 
modore Conner and Commodore Perry, the succeeding morn- 
ing. But it was soon known throughout the squadron, that 
another expedition was immediately to be put into execution. 
The very next night it would sail — ^the same vessels — the 
same officers, with some few exceptions, were to compose 
the little fleet. Additional ammunition was given to the dif- 
ferent vessels — a fortnight's provision served out — and men 
and officers, before late of the evening of the same day, were 
distributed to the different vessels. Commodore Perry was 
to have command of the expedition. 

Accordingly it was arranged that the swm^ vessels, with 
' the exception of the Petrel, under the command of Commo- 
dore Perry in chief, ^should get uftder way at midnight, and 
stand down the coast. It wne generally supposed to be, for 
the purpose of making an attack on Tabasco, and securmg 
whatever ressels there might be in the river, of the same 
name, on which the town is situated. The Mississippi, Com- 
modore Perry's Flag Ship, the Vixen, McLean, and the 
schooners Nonata, Bonito, Reefer, and Forward, composing 
the little fleet, were under way at midnight, as had been an« 
ticipated ; and in the morning, they were not to be seen. 
But it was thought, at about the hour when the steamers, 
with their tow, might be expected to.be off Alvarado, guns 
were heard, and as the day broke yet mcure bristly, smoke 
was seen to rise at the point, where the mouth of the Alvar- 
ado was known to be. ^ Have they made another attack there," 
was the question among those of the mess table^ who had re- 
mained behind, the next morning. " If they have, they will be 
successful,'' was the reply. <' And the course that has been 
pursued, doubtless is this— -they have passed, at break of day, 
direolly over the bar, heedless of the fort— have urged their 
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way up the river — ^laid the different vessels or their maimed 
boats along side of the Mexican vessels, which are said, to 
b^ anchored across th^ stream— carried them by boarding — 
cut the springs on their cables — and brought the guns to bear 
on the fort, as the vessels swung with the stream. And thus 
have they secured a surrender of the ejiemy or abandonment 
of their works by bombarding, and by landing a force to take 
the fort, and £^ke the. guns ; and have afterwards retreated 
from the riv^ with their prizes or advanced upon the town 
of Alvarado. This seemed aU so plausible — so practicable 
to one, at least, whose head was not to be risked in the fight, 
that I could not myself but believe, that such was the secret 
which ere long should be devok^ped as the action of the 
little fleet, and account for the firing thus early heard. 
But the one drawback to this apparently very plausible spe- 
culation was, that Commodore Perry had promised that Alva- 
SADO should be respected as he passed, and be still lefl for 
Commodore Conner to take, when he should have arranged his 
plans for a third demonstration there, which it was affirmed 
still to be his purpose to make, and with a hoped-for success, 
that should show, not only that personal courage is his, which 
all will accord to him, but also, that his judgment in conduct- 
ing naval operations is not so much at faulty as some may 
have supposed, from the .failures at this point. 

It may here be added, that the appearance of a fine ship 
in the offing and her anchoring under the stern of the Cum- 
berland the succeeding day, gave us the secret of the firing 
that was heard at the south of us, the preceding morning. 
The ship was a prize, sent up in charge of an officer from 
the Mississippi, which the fleet had found ofl* Alvarado, 
where she was lying, ready to discharge her cargo, but slip- 
ping her cable, on the appearance of the fleet, endeavored 
to escape. A few guns from the Mississippi brought her to, 
and her case awaits for adjudication, as a valuable pri2^. 
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that lost her chance^of evading the blockade, hj the ap- 
pearance of the fleet at the moment of her apparent sue- 
cessi off the mouth of the Alrarado river. A small schooner, 
idso sent m by the fleet, not long after, gave us farther in- 
telligence of its advance. 

After knocking about in some heavy weather for a few 
days on their way to the mouth of the Tabasco, the fleet 
crossedfthe bar on the evening of the 2dd, and found two 
steamers just firing up to get out of the way of the Amen- 
can forces. But not being Jquick enough in their move- 
ments, a gun fired over them caused their surrender, and 
secured the services of the largest one, to assist in taking 
the schocmers up the river, in the place of the steamer 
McLean, now on the bar of the Tabasco m ' her attempt to 
cross it, as she was before, at the Alvarado ; and now, there 
were some who almost hoped, that ^* the beast '* which she had 
proved herself to be, might leave* her bones there, and 
trouble and disconcert the plans of the fleet, as i^e did at 
Alvarado, no more. 

Frontera is a small place at the mouth of tlie Tabasco 
river, which was laid under contribution for fresh provi- 
sions, after the Alcalde had given up the kejrs, though they 
were paid for whatever they brought to the vessels ; and the 
force, the next day, at about 2 o'clock, commenced moving 
up the river — ^the armed schooners being taken in tow by 
the prize irteamer (Petrita) and the Yixen. They reached 
the town of Tabasco, called Villa Hermosa, on the maps, 
which is some seventy miles up the river in its winding 
course, at about 2 o'clock the next day, being the 25th, and 
the fleet anchored off* the town. The boats were immedi- 
ately manned and dispatched, to overhaul and capture the 
vessels which had got under way and were already out of 
sight,. as they istood up the river when the fleet appeared 
off the town. These vessels, consisting of several schoon- 
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ersftud brigs, were 80(8i taken, and dropped down and joined 
tbe fleet. - 

Commodore Perry, under a fiag of truce, now sent a 
deputatl<Hi ashore, c^ai^stitig of Captain Frencli Forreat, ac- 
oompanied by Captain Sands and A<^ng.Ma8ter Perry, to 
deaiftDd the surrendar of tbe town. A diort time was al* 
lowed for the deetsion of the authorities. I avoid a criti- 
cism on. the diplomacy at this first interview, sin^y re< 
marking, that the Governor, to the demand of an ^^ uncon*^ 
ditional surrender" of the town, replied, with becoming 
spknty "Nunca! NuncaJ" — never! iwver! "Then, sir, 
0^ interview is cloeed," returned Captam F., and the party 
returned to the dock, and were soon aboard the Yixen 
again> The Vixen, now Commodoce Perry's Flag Shipr— as 
the Mississippi had beta l^ft outside the river— opened her 
guns tipon the town. A detachment of men under diflerent 
affioers, and the marines under Captain £cbon, were soon 
landed by the boats, and were directed to hold their posi* 
ti(m, being on tlie street fronting the river, until further 
orders. The force was generally sheltered while it thus 
occupied the narrow street and beneath the houaes facing 
the river, though haggling shot from muskets came down 
the streets running perp^ndtcular to the river, and from 
the roo& and windows af diflSsrent houses. 

Lieutencmt Winslow, occupying the wing of the finroe 
furthest up the river, perceiving a number of Mezicans, 
from the roofe of some houses, firing upon Lieutenant Con- 
tee, whose prize vessel had drifted near in to the shore, gained 
permissbn to diiriodge^ them from the roo& of the houses* 
This was done, with a few men ; and once adrift from the 
main force, Lieutenant W. manifested no dispoMtion to re^ 
turn, but commenced skirmishing farther up the street with 
some musketeers, who had opened on him, farther in ad- 
vance, until, following up with his men, who were now im- 

14* 
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iHbing the spirit of their leader, he finally reached cme of 
the comers of a square, from which he had been fired upon, 
over a vacant space, as he made his approach. On reaching 
ikiR entrance to the square, the Mexican mu8kete;ers were 
seen, in numbers, to occupy a building en the opposite diago- 
nal, presenting the appearance of barracks. Lieutenant 
Winslow, leaving his men to hold their positioi^ returned to 
the main body of the force, and begged to be allowed to 
cross the plaza, << and drive the rascals," as he said, sbcdcing 
his fist in excitement, *< from the barracks.'' But he could 
get no order, while his rashness awakened a playful smile 
on the part of the Captain of the Marines, a meritOTious of- 
ficer, who could only reply, that the force was ordered not 
to move from the p<nnt it then occupied, until further 
orders. Disappointed, and affirming that he could and 
that he would carry the barracks, if permitted, with the 
handful of men that supported him, he returned to his men 
and continued his firing upon the Mexicans, and they at 
him, from the opposite diagonals of the square. This firing 
was beard on board the vessels in the stream, as if in the 
midst of the -town, and was continued by Lieutenant W. 
until he was- peremptorily ordered to withdraw to the main 
body of the force, which was now held at the point of their 
landing, by the ohuns of an order which they could not 
break. And when he had reached the river, the force 
was already re-embarking for the ships, while the marines 
retained their position, until all the men had refilled the 
boats. Then, placing themselves in the last boat, the whole 
force returned to the vessels of the fleet, in obedi^Kse to an 
order, that required their immediate disembarcation from 
the shore, without having advanced into the town. The dmk 
tive for this unexpected order seems to- have been, to save 
the men from the exposure to the fire from the houses, 
which, it was presumed, would increase upon them \ and 
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because the town would be at the mercy, of the large guns 
of the vessels, in the momiog, if the authorities did not sur- 
render to the force, now lying, with its threatening line, op- 
posite and within musket-shot distance of almost every part 
of the [^ace. 

The authorities were now infi)nned, that the remainder 
of the afternoon and night would be allowed them to remove 
their women and children ; and unless the town was sur- 
rendered in the mean tixpe, the fleet would again open upon 
the place, and demolish their houses about their ears. Not 
many cannon had been fired by the Vixen into the town on 
the evening of the 25th ; and whether the apprehension as 
to the power of the fleet was diminished or not cared £>r, 
the Mexicans opened a fire of musketry upon the diflerent 
vessels, at about 6 o'clock on the morning of the 26th. The 
Commodore returned the fire with small arms, and from the 
batteries of the diflerent vessels. The Nonata, commanded 
by Lieutenant Hazzard, an accomplished oflicer in his pro- 
fession and daring as the bravest can be in combat, opened 
her 42 pound carronades upon the town, and carried destruc- 
tion into its very centre, riddling the houses or demolishing 
then), in part, as the heavy shot went on their mission of de- 
vastation, misery, and death. The Forward, Captain No- 
nis, let play her battery with great eflect ; and the ^mall 
arms from all the vessels directed their shots wherever the 
Mexicans were seen shooting from the streets, or from the 
windows, or the tops of the houses ; while the Vixen and 
the Bonito added to the work of destruction and blood which 
was going on between two nations, who seemed bent on the 
wicked purpose of destroying as much life and creating as 
much sorrow as was in the power of their diflerent forces to 
accomplish. Afler an hour's bombardment of the town, and 
returning the Mexican musketry, a flag of truce was sent down 
to the shore by the fi)reign Consuls, and representations made. 
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that all the property of the town of Tabasco, or nearly all, 
was possessed by the foreign residents ; and that the mili- 
tary had no interest there ; *ind, by consequence, nothing to 
losew Great destruction, it was affirmed, had been done to 
the town, an^ much sufiering created by the balls from the 
fleet, killing and wounding the people in town— -women and 
children — and it was hoped by the Consuls and citizens, that 
the firing of the fleet would cease, although the military 
force of the town would not surrender it. While the ofli- 
cers were on the dock to meet the flag of truce, a resident 
presented himself, covered with blood, and imploringly en- 
treated that a stop might be put to the horrid scene which 
was being enacted, against which the blood of his wife and 
child was now crying. It was said, that while his wife was 
cHnging to her husband, a cannon ball had killed her in his 
arms. And she was an American born woman, though of 
Italian parents. And on this morning, before the commence- 
ment of the firing, one of the officers saw a man with a chiM 
in his arras, followed by a woman with another child, while 
a Kttle thing of four or five years old was seen running after 
them, with some small articles of clothing in its arms. It 
made his heart sick, as did other scenes touch the feelings 
of others while they yet stood there ready to do the bidding 
of their nation as its commands should reach them through 
their superiors, even to the exposure, in this bloody afiray, of 
their own lives, on the continuance of which young mothers 
and sweet children dearer than life to them, were dependent. 
The representation made by this deputation of citizens is said 
to have determined Commodore Perry, in pity and in mercy, 
and from the exercise of a commendable humanity, to retire 
from before the place ; and he declared to the deputa- 
tion that such would be his course, unless the attack should 
be renewed upon his vessels. 

The Commodore, accordingly, was making his prepara- 
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tions to move down the stream. The diflferent schooners had 
dropped along side the steamers for this purpose ; and soon 
the whole fleet would have retired, and some of the prize- ves- 
sels had already drifted down the stream. Many an aching 
heart, this day, wishes — some yet to be broken liearts, not 
many days onward, when all the sad story shall have been 
told — will also wish that here the combat and strife had 
ended. But one of the prize schooners, a small vessel, in 
charge of Lieutenant William A. Parker, in the quick cur- 
rent of the stream, drifted on shore, on the lower edge of the 
town^, and within pistol shot of the enemy. The opportunity 
was too tempting to be resisted by the Mexicans, and a body 
of them, greatly outnumbering Lieutenant Parker's' men, 
opened their successive volleys upon him. His situation 
was every way critical ; but the gallant Lieutenant made 
up his mind to perish* in the defence of his little craft, and he 
was handsomely supported by his men with their carbines, 
though their hopes of escape seemed to be small indeed, as 
the balls, in showers, were pouring over them. One of his 
men receiving a shot near the temple, and the ball winding 
around his head beneath the scalp, fell apparently dead but 
soon rose again, and after a little adjustment of the wound, 
concluded that he could yet stand up to his work, and con- 
tinued the fight. Another fell dead, being shot through the 
heart. The critical position of Lieutenant Parker being 
seen by the Commodore, Lieutenant Charles W. Morris 
shoved off for his relief. As he neared Lieutenant Parker, 
Lieutenant Morris was standing upright in the stem-sheets 
of the barge, when a volley of musketry froni the Mexicans 
was discharged at his boat. A ball struck him just under 
the chin ; glancing, it entered his throat, and buried itself 
against the vertebrre of the neck. He fell, and was con- 
veyed, almost if not quite insensible, back to the Vixen^ 
where surgical aid was aB^rded. Lieutenant Contee im- 
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mediately volunteered to go to the assistance of Lieutenant 
Parker, but this young gentleman had so gallantly fought 
his little ship and successfully worked her off, that he came 
out a moment after iriumphandp^ with the loss, to the asto- 
nishment of all, of only one man killed and two wounded. 

But all this la^ scene of attack on Lieutenant Parker — 
and the iatal vQlley which it was feared had mortally wound- 
ed Lieutenant Morris — ^had been carried on by the Mex- 
icans, while &Jlag of truce was flying from the mast-h^ad of 
the Vixen and other vessels, and from Lieutenant Parker's 
vessel also. It is not difficult to imagine the feelings of 
Commodore Perry, and of others, in view of this scene and 
the circumstances under which it occurred. Commodore 
Perry ordered the vessels again to cast loose from the steam- 
ers — to retake their position £ot raking the town — and now 
gave the order to open on it in vengeance and retaliation. 

There had been but little damage done to the town or 
misery sent through it by the guns of the American vessels, 
compared to what now awaited it. Tw-o hours were spent 
in throwing shot, round, canister, and grape, and musket 
balls io$o the place> demolishing parts of those houses from 
which the Mexicans were seen to be firings and at random, but 
always with certain accuracy on some part of the town, the 
bfldls and the shells fell, and woe was borne with them, even 
to tlie sickening of the hearts of those who sent them. 

Signals at length were made by the Cllommodore, to unite 
the tow of the difierent schooners to the steamers — ^the steam- 
ers taking one schooner under each wing. The anchors of 
the steamers were then weighed, and they stood near in to 
the town, as they passed up the stream and raked the build- 
ings as they went by. Wipding ship, they came down again, 
and discharged their other battery and small arms succes- 
sively, continually, and in a naval point of view beautifully, 
as they glided by the town, and now left it in its injuries, 
blood, and sorrow. 
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The Iktld fleet moved down the streem, and, together with 
the prize vessels, came to aiicho£:€^FrQiitera, near the mouth 
of the river. During the remaining days of the week, several 
of these Tabasco prizes came in to the anchorage of Anton * 
Lizardo, reporting the snqcess of the expedition, luad a^rd- 
ing tempOTary oommandi to the different Lieutenants of the 
squadron, who had been engaged in the expedition against 
Tabasco. But they also bore the report that Lnst7TBNAKT Mor- 
ris was deemed to be lying in a critical state, from the mus- 
ket ball wound which he had received ; and the arrival of the 
Mississippi, on board of which he was located, with CJommo* 
dore Perry, was looked for with the deepest interest, that his 
fate might-be known. On Sunday evening, the 1st of Oc- 
tober, a smoke at the southeast was seen, and, ere long, the 
JVfississippi was made out, with a long tow behind her. The 
sails of the schooners were set, and the Vixen fired up as 
the little fleet neared the anchorage, coming on in beautiful 
style, ^e fine ship Mississippi taking the lead, and, like 
a giant, standing steadily on, as if unaflected and unretarded 
l^ her long tow. Still she came on ; and now, while an 
inimitaUe sunset hr its grandeur and beauty was blending 
its gorgeous colors over the high peak of Orizava and the 
fields of the pure sky still further in the diManee thim the 
vast mountains, this returning and successful little fleet 
glided in among the shipping, as the men of the Cumberlsoid 
and the Raritan manned the rigging, ^' to cheer ship." Three 
loud cheers, in a moment more, broke over the waters, and 
the sound of the mingling voices echoed thrillingly as it 
went through every heart, and welcomed back the success- 
ful expedition to the anchorage, which it had left more than 
a fortnight before ; and l^ree yet louder cheers came back 
from the steamer and the schooners crowded with men, in re- 
ply to the welconae and the congratulation which now greet- 
ed them. 
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But this «hout of success was also thefimeml iirgt of ihe 
noble Morris. He yet lived ; and the Fleet Sui^eoa of the 
Cumberland soon reached the Mississippi, aiKi erelong, Lieu* 
tenant Morris was conveyed to the Flag Slop Cumberland 
and placed in the cabin of Ccnnmodore Conner. It was now 
nearly ^bt o'clock of the evening — a lovely night — and 
the eve of the Sabbat day. There seemed a vest spread 
over l^e expanse of water on which the shipping lay, ill- 
accordant with the scenes of sinful strife which had been 
going on for days before. Lieutenant Morris rec^pized the 
Commodore as he spoke to him-^and he spdce himself audi- 
Uy but with difficulty, as he was adjusted in his cc^ for his 
night of unrest. The evening advanced, and all was quiet 
in the ship; the dying Lieut^Eiant had around him the 
kindest attendance ; and hopes were stOl cherished that it 
might be well with him, and that he would yet recover. But 
two hours had only passed — the ten o'clock lights just put 
out — ^4)en a sudden change, which might at any moment 
have been expected, came over the sufferer ; and in a few moT 
ments more he slept-*^ne of the noblest victims that this un- 
holy w«r could have numbered from the young officers of 
the Navy. 

He had been composed during all his consciousneas of 
his critical fi4tuation*--had made all his arrangements^— and 
left his farewell letters, should that fate meet him, 
which now indeed had come upon him. At one mo* 
ment, after having been assured by the surgeon that there 
was but little hope of his long surviving his wound, he re- 
quested to have read to him that beautiful passage of the 
Scriptures, in which Jesus Christ says : << In my Father's 
house are many mansions ; if It were not so, I would 
iiave told you. I go to prepare a {^acis for you. And if I go 
and pr^piBire a plaoe fbr you, I will come again and receive 
you unto myself: that where I am, there ye may be also 



» 
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And as he eiosed his eyes on eaith foreveri it was a blessed 
oonst^tion to those who loved hkni to feel the assurance that 
his sfjirit now ferliv^ rested in one of those '^ nwny man- 
sions'' pvepared for the igmre of AeoW. 



FUNE&AL OP LI£UTSNANT MORBIS. 

On Tuesday morning sucoeeding Lieutenant Morris's 
death, the boats from the different ships and vessels of the 
squadron were seen pulling towards the Flag Ship. ' The 
American ensign was borne in the stem -sheets of each boat ; 
and the officers, dressed in full uniform, with swords at their 
sides, appeared in numbers on the decks of the Cumberland.' 
It Was the funeral hour of the lamented Morris. Four bells, 
or ten o'clock, had beeA struck, and the Lieutenant reposed 
in his coffin on the half deck, with the flag of his country 
thrown over him as his pail, while his brother officers were 
gathered near him. But ere long he was borne to the side 
of the noble frigate, of which he was the Flag Lieutenant ; 
and with a care that had regard to the sacred trust that was 
being conveyed forever from the ship, the remains were 
lowered by a whip to the boat. The Chaplain and the Fleet 
Surgeon and the pall-bearers followed. The different offi- 
cers were soon occupying the different boats, which were 
now laying off from the ship, as they fell into the line ac- 
cording to their rank, astern of the corpse — Commodore Con- 
ner, Commodore Perry, Captains Gregory and Forrest, and 
the Commanders, Lieutenants, Surgeons, Passed Midshipmen 
and Midshipmen, with the neatly attired crews, filling some 
twenty boats. At a signal from the Cumberland, all the 
colors throughout the fleet fell " half-mast ;" and the boats 
at the same moment struck out their oars, with a slow and 
measured dip, and in unison and monotony, pulled for a little 
island that lies like a gem of the deep, a mile distant from the 
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fHgate towards ^e sea. It is but an idet, with a golden bea<^ 
quite arouT^d it, and a rich green plain eovers the surface of 
the little isle formed of the coral sand which ^e waves of the 
ocean and of ages have gathered at this point among the 
reefs. And its name, Salmedina, is as soil to the ear as is 
the velvet green of its surface to the eye. 

It was a beautiful sight, though a sad one to his compeers, 
as those many boats, with their ensigns half-masted, were seen 
to move slowly over the water, whil^ the oars of each boat 
dipped together^their monotonous blades, passing ship after 
ship and vessel afler vessel, as their line neared to the island 
beach% As soon as the boats had touched the shore, the Ma- 
rine guard formed its line ; and while the corpse was borne 
to its point in the procession near the guard, the music rolled 
off and the guard presented arms. TJae procession itself was 
soon formed ; and the Captain of Marines, as marshal, gave 
the order to move, while the music, in that plaintive fpneral 
march, the Portuguese Hymn, measured the time for the 
tramp of the many officers and men from the ships, which 
were now lying in full view of the scene, as the procession 
slowly approached the grave, where, for a short while, we 
were to leave one of the noblest of our number. 

The solemn burial service of the Church was read — and 
words were never put together with greater effect for solemni- 
ty and impress! veness for an occasion so solemn of itself, 
than are the ceremonials of the Prayer Book for the burial 
of the dead : " Earth to earth — ashes to ashes — dust to dust !" 
How sound these accents on the ear, and heavily on the 
heart, as the hollow echo of the crumbling earth falls on the 
muffled coffin-lid ! Poor Morris, and noble ! so fell the earth 
now on thy coffin-lid, and three volleys of musketry echoed 
over thy grave ; and around thee, though thou didst reck it 
not, there were bleeding hearts that broke for thee, in thine 
•ariy fete ; and for those yet far away, that loved thee most. 
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Ere long, thou shalt repose nearer to tllose, thftn is thy pie- 
sent rest. ' For a while, the sea surf shall cfaaiit thy dirge, 
as it shall giye forth its morning and evening murmur in the 
sea breeze, as wave succeeding wave shall darii on the 
island beach. Some one of our own ships will convey thee 
northward, and perhaps, thou shall rest in sweet ** Aububn," 
where t&ose of thy kindred, and nearer than kindred, shall 
gather around thy tomb and give thee, with broken hearts, 
their memories and their tears ! 



EXPEDITION TO TAMPICO. — ^ITS SURRENDER AND OCCUPATION. 

The return of the squadron from Tabasco had scarcely 
transpired before it was understood that another expedition 
was on foot. Indeed, no delay was to be allowed, and none 
was indulged. It was for a few hours, perhaps, a questicm 
whether its dsstination was to be the Alvarado or Tampico. 
The acquisition of several small vessels and one stecmner 
would add considerable efficiency to the fleet of small v^sela, 
which have long been needed here, btit up to this time not 
possessed. And I doubt not it almost made it the wish of Com- 
modore Conner now to make a renowed attack on Alvarado. 
But it appears that his orders were imperative; and they 
were, that Tampico, without delay, should be secured, if pos- 
sible and practicable. Preparaticms accordingly were being 
carried on during the week — additional ammunition distribut- 
ed to the smaller vessels — sails for the Nonata repaired and 
fitted — and a thousand things done, to have all in readiness 
for moving, with success, towards Tampico. Even thb 
Sabbath, I am sorry to say^ was, for the first time, so msurk- 
edly disregarded by the Commander-in-chief, as to order all 
hands to be turned to on that day. And the ship's 43ompany 
was accordingly, to the surprise I believe of all, imd to thejre- 
gtjBi of most, set to work at their usual oocupolkffis. The sail- 
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makers, with a loDg range of 8^«, were on the gun-dqck, and 
the other deoks exhibited all the bustle, noise, and operations 
of one of the hurried days of the week. Was this right, on 
board of a Man<of-war of a Christian nation, whose laws 
direct that the Sabbath day shall be hallowed by religious 
Won^ip ? It was not right ! It was n(A justifiable ! And I 
i^ald not discharge my duty, as a Chaplain in ths Nayt 
of my country, did I not declare my dissent by protest, and 
proclaim it in the written story of the cruise of this ship. 
And the . country, whose flag she bears, and the will of 
whose citizens the officers of the Navy are bound to support 
and follow, as declared in the laws of the country which 
they prof^s to serve, will not sustain, aind ought not to sus- 
tain an officer, whatever be his gra4e, who violates, in the 
capacity of an officer, the Sabbath day. It is the will of the 
people, aoconyi^ to a lav^ in the regulations of the naval 
service, that religious worship shiall be, held, where there is 
a Chaplain, << every Sunday," unless the weather or other 
soffieient cause prevent I cMHitend that, in this instance, 
" sufi&ent cause " cannot be shown, to the satisfaction of the 
people of the United States. And, as an officer, charged 
with the religious duties of the ship, I deem it my 'duty to 
protest against this instance of the vic^ation, as I ever shall 
do, in similar eircumstanees, whoever it may occur. And 
while I do it, I readily, and wkh pleasure,, record it, to the 
credit of the Captams who have been attaehed to this ship, that 
the SuncTay services have been respected, and attendance on 
them encouraged during the cruise. And if it should be 
affirmed, that the urgency of the Department, at home, to 
facilitate an attack on Tamptoo, justified the laboring on the 
Sunday alluded to, I hesitate not to deny to the Department 
the constUutiotktl right to encourage or to command action, 
which, unless it can be shown to be necessary, will prove a 
vioiation of the Sid>bath day. And in thas case, 1 repeat my 
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belief, that tlm working en Sunday was bodi tmoalbd ftw aod 
unnecessitated, in the oiroumstaBoes of the oontemplaled ae- 
tion of the squadron against Tampico. 

I waive here the conaideration oi the rights of a. ship's 
company to the reHy aHdthe pfMUget ^ih^ SakHxA,* seonred 
to thetn by the Laws and Regttlatioos of the senriee lukler 
which they ship. ' 

But the preparations fcv the oxpedidon w»nt an ; and the 

^continuance of the acttoil of the squadroiiy now saeeessfoUy 

and efficiently commenced, gave pleia^ife to *ll the pffioew; 

and it was soon known that Tampico was to be the destioft- 

tion of the force in their next demonstration be&re the enemy. 

It was, however, known before the-sailhag of the fleet that 

a communication from a <' reliable " soufee had been reoeiv- 

ed by the Commander-in-chief, vrhioh led to the^ suppositmi 

that the city of Tampico would be immediately surrendered, 

on the appearance of the American force <^ that harbor. 

While preparations,- therefore, were made to meet the enemy, 

if resistance should be offered, it was not expected that any 

opposition would be presented by the govefnihent anthorhieii, 

or by any military fbrce that might still be lingering in that 

town. 

On Tuesday, the 10th of November, the frigates Haritan 
and Potomac got under way, standing south, with some other 
smaller vessels ; and ere long, signal fires, if such they were, 
rolled up their huge volumes of clouds on the neighboring 
shore, which, if they communicated any thing, prc^bly said 
to the military station at Alvarado, that the Ameriean fleet 
were again on the more, to carry their final purpose into ef- 
fect at that point. But the frigates stood out to sea, and ere 
long were making their way north and west, instes^ of soutH 
and east, as probably the enemy at first conjectured. On 
the succeeding day, the steamers Mississippi and Princeton, 
each with a tow of the small steamers Vixen and Spitflre, and 
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several schooners, were seen leeying the anchorage, in beau- 
tiful line and majesty, while the remaining men of the Cum- 
berland lay aloft to cheer the moving fleet ; and the band at 
the same time giving the departing heroes — ^ready if not des- 
tined to fight — the martial music of " Hail Columbia,'' the 
^ S(ar-spu»gled Bamier/' and otber patriotic strains, as they 
passed our ship. Ere long they were seen, in their onward 
and beautiful movement, to stand yet on their course, &r be- 
yond the sounds of martial strains ; and before many houro 
longer, they were beyond the ken of those of the Cumberland, 
now left, almost in her solitude, to await the story of the ex- 
pedition, wh^her &r weal or lor woe. 

The steanoers with the small vessels in tow reached their 
destination off Tampico in safety, after a &vorable run of 
some diirty^^ix hours, and before the frigates had made their 
i^»pearanoe— or rather, the frigates were ordered to rendez- 
ve«s oft* some neighboring point ; and their services, for the 
present, were uncalled ibr and unneeded. The Mississippi 
and the Princeton took their anchorage in the offing, in com- 
pany wjith the Saint Mary's and the John Adams — the small 
steamers Vixen and Spitfire, with the smaller vessels in tow, 
advanced over the bar. Finding the fortification at the mouth 
of the river both abandoned and dismantled, the foree led by 
the Vixen, bearing the Broad Pennant of Commodore Conner, 
advanced up the river towards the town. But while they were 
yet ui|;ing up the stream, to take their position ofiT the city of 
Tampk>o, the America^ flag was seen suddenly to be thrown 
01^ upon the air, and its beautifnl folds of stars and stripes 
now floated over the city of Tampico. It was the hand of a 
Heroine which had thus given flight to the emblem of her 
country's protection, whose force was now advancing, with- 
out opposition but with certainty of success, to receive and 
to hold po£»ession of the place, in behalf of the nation whose 
banner she. had given to the breeze, and on which it now 
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floated in its beauty and grsK^e. Nor had this pretty act of 
the lady of the American Consul, who had remained in Tam- 
pico during the banishment of her husband from the city, 
scarcely met the eye of the little squadron as- they were ad- 
vmndng, before a boat coareyii^ a Flag -of Truce and a de- 
piirtation from the govenimeBf of the elty, came down to the 
squadron, offering Uie surrender of the town. After some 
delay, the ppeHminaries were adjusted, and the keys of the 
public buildings and the city were resigned to the Com- 
mander.in-Ghlef of the American Squadron. 

No force was luided. The vessels of the squadron still 
held their position off the town, while the Mississippi, wkh 
the intelligence of the surrender of Tampico, was immedi- 
ately dispatched to the Brazos de Santiago, to secure troops 
Sm' holding possession of Tampieo. Circumstances . favored 
the expeditbn — Commodore Perry, in the Missksippi) find- 
ing, <m his arrival at the Brazos, a force of artillery under 
Colonel Yates, just arrived at Point Isabel, who immediately 
proceeded to Tampieo, and thus, without delay, presented 
a sufficient number of troops to garrison and lK>ld Uie 
place. On the arrival of the troops under ColcMdel Y., 
CkxnmodcHre Conner directed Captain Edson of the marine 
corps, with a company of marines, to proceed to the city, and 
formally to turn over ^e keys of the public buildings to the 
Colonel. This was done, with the formality and good order 
of the representative of father Neptune, now personified by 
the Navy, to his younger brother, who wages war on land, 
of the olden and shore association and name of Mars,, now 
represented by the Army. And it is to be hoped) and I 
tru^ there will never be reason to doubt it, that both the 
Navy and the Aripy will manifest the greatest courtesy to 
the citizens of Tampieo, and diminish, in the case of private 
individuals, as far as the circumstances of holding posses- 
sion of the town wiU permit, the inconveniences and the ap- 



. tieBdent oa the war waging between the two 

fepubhos. ^^^^g sarrendered to the Coinnmnder-iii.ebief, 

odoTe Cotmet dispatched a detaehrnent up the riv^r 

tiier the command of Commander Tatoall, a gallant aad 

j^^er/torkms officer, characterised for his enesgy in ha pro- 

fggAony ify take possession of some military "tores at Pa- 

0UCO. The success of lire ezpeditioti is narrated in the 

reports of Commander Tatndl to the Commander-in-ciiief. 

The taking possession of the city of Tampico, at tins 
particular eri^s of our military operations against Mexico, is 
the most important movement of the fleet, during the^war. 
fe win gi^e to the American ifeirce«the power •ef acting upon 
any and every point of the enemy's ooast and of the interior. 
Mexico itself may be approached from TMnpioo, by flanking 
the Mexican army, now concentratod at San Luis de Potosi, 
leaving Santa Anna with his force in possession ^ his posi- 
tion, which he has taken with reference to the probalde ad- 
vance of General Taylor from Monterey to meet him at his 
present post. Or, if Uiie wmild be an unmilitary move, to 
leave a hostile army in the rear of an invading force. Tarn- 
pico afibrds the^ needed facilities for sending a force to operate 
i^inst San Luis de Potom, in eonjunction wMi General 
Taylor, when he shall have advanced thur far. And still 
fkrther, what is almost necessaiy for the success of a &rther 
invasion, which seems to be the preaeitt intentions of the 
government, Tampico presents a practicable and convenient 
route for transporting provisions for General Taylor's army, 
to meet him at that point. The river extends a long dis- 
tance of the way, and afl^rds an easy communicatiot^, the 
greater part of the distance by water. And if the attack is 
to be made on Vera Cruz and the castle of St. Juan de Ulliia, 
Tampioo is equally important as a position for disembarking 
troops, either for Anton Lizeurdo or Sacriflcios, whence a 
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landing can be eflected for taking the city and besieging the 
castle. In . every point of view, the possession of Tampico 
M of the greatest importance for the successful oper;atio»3 of 
the American arms, whatever may be further contemplated 
by our Government. 

tet I oannot otherwise believe than Uiat the Mexican Con- 
gress, which is to assemble on the 6th of December coming, 
being only a few days^henee, will be sufficiently wise in their 
deliberatioiss, to seo the necessity on the part of the Mex- 
ican Government, to come to terms with the' Government 
* _ 

of the United States. The possession of Tampico by the 
American forees will add to the feeling of apprehension on 
the part of the Mexicans. And yet, these conceited and ill- 
advised people may yet determine to carry on the war, with 
the expectation that the expense in which it will involve the 
American Government, will lead the American Congress into 
dissensions, and secure more favorable and honorable terms 
to the MexicMis, when finally treating for the cessation of 
hostilities and the adjustment of boundaries. 

The true policy of our Government evidently now is, to 
push forward to the capture of Vera Cruz and the reduction 
of the Castle of San Ju^n de Ullua. Long before this' should 
this CtisHe have fullen before the American arms. An eai^y 
demonstration at Vera Cruz of a force on shore, which could 
easily have .been landed under cover of our ships near the 
city, would readily have taken the city ; and a strict block- 
ade by sea and investment on shore, with bombardment by the 
squadron, would long ago have secured this place, on which 
the Mexicans look as the grand bulwark of their safety, and 
as impregnable before any supposable force that can be 
brought against it by their foes. But there have been fre- 
quent occasions when the force of the Home Squadron, with 
the assistance of two thousand men, would have tfiken the 
city and secured the Castle. It is believed, that, at times, 

15 
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two hundred men have been ail that the Ca^e could num- 
ber. At other times, for the want of provisions and pay, it 
is said the soldiers have threatened to declare for \he Ame- 
ricans. The citizens of Vera Cruz have been living in con- 
tinual alarm, expecting an attack on several occaaoos and 
at different times, by the American forces. And 1 venture to 
predict that this formidable hold of the Mexicans, if the 
American Government directs its reduction, will fall into our 
hands with less bloodshed and delay than the apprehenfitm 
of the American people or the hopes of the Mexieai» anti- 
cipate. And when this city and its Castle are once in the 
hands of the Americans, it will produce a greater effect upon 
the Mexican people ^ind the Mexican Government, than all 
the battles of Palo Alto, Resaca de la Palma, and Monterey, 
on their frontier, or than would the defeat of Santa Anna at 
San. Luis de Potosi, or any or c^l other supposable military ope- 
raticMis of the fleet and army, save the tiding of the Capital of 
Mexico itself. In this point of view, the occupation of Vera 
Cruz and the possessloo of the Castle is importcuat, as such 
importance is placed upon it by the Mexicans themselves. 
Otherwise, Vera Cruz and its Castle are of little consequence 
to the- American forces. Mexico can be reached without 
them, and the war carried on, aside of them ; but their pos- 
session, magnified as their importance is in the eyes of the 
Mexicans, would tend to terminate the war sooner ,than the 
conquest of half of Mexico beside. 

But the hour for the meeting of the Mexican Congress is 
just at hand. It is to be hoped that wise qoimsels may pre- 
vail in that body, and that its decision may be, that nego* 
tiations shall be renewed between the two countries, which 
shall lead to the renewal of amicable relations-<-the adjust- 
ment of difficulties hetween the two Governments — and a 
}afifting peace and friendship between the sister Republics. 
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SECTION XII. 

THE AMERICAN ARMY.-*ITS BATTLES. -^STOEHING OF MONTfi- 

KEY. — BURN A VISTA. 

While the American squadron has heen thus lying at 
anchor or blockading difl^rent ports — passing and repassing 
from Pen'sacola and back — transmitting, sending, and re- 
ceiving despatches — making various demonstrations along 
the coast — and finally, successfully operating against some 
of the enemy's ports, the Abmt, under more favorable cir- 
cumstances for gaining a reputation, has been steadily ad- 
vancing upon the enemy — gaining additional fame ; while 
the success of its movements has made it the object of admi- 
ration, both at home and abroad, fbr its brilliant operations 
and triumphs. 

It is not my purpose, however, to follow the Army in its 
regular advance from Matamoras along the banks of the Rio 
Bravo diel Norte — taking possession, successively, of the 
different towns on* this river, otherwise called the Rio 
Grande, until the morning of the 19th of September found 
the American forces encamped at " Walnut Springs " near 
the city of Monterey. It was at Monterey the Americans 
rightly presumed, they would meet with a strenuous efibrt 
on the part of the Mexicans to oppose the further advance 
of the American armies. The reports of scouts and ad- 
vanced parties sufficiently assured the American General 
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of the preparations which had heen made to receive him. 
But with a judgment, the accuracy of which was de- 
monstrated hy the success which attended his operations, 
he advanced on this city, with a force less than the num- 
bers of the enemy ; and notwithstanding the preparations 
which had been made to oppose him by a greater force 
than his. own, entrenched within the walls and strong works 
of a fortified city, he advanced to its attack, carried, and 
occupied it. The feat was a brilliant military achievement. 
The admirable dispatches of General Taylor best tell the 
story of the battle here fought, for three successive days, by 
the opposing armies, and the final triumph of the American 
arms. The particulars of those dispatches have thrilled the 
hearts of the American people. The loss of the American 
Array was five hundred killed and wounded— the enemy's 
1qs» still greater. It was a sad field of blood and carnage, but 
its glory— r( what a perverted estixpate h^s man !) — will loom 
conspicuously on the page which stiall narrate the history of 
this bloody and unfeeling war. 

The successful operations of the American Army, at 
Monterey, may be deemed a triumph, in many particulars, 
excelling the victories of Palo Alto and Resaca de la 
Pal ma. And though some in power and state a thousand 
miles distant from the scenes which were enacted, seemed 
disposed to censure General Taylor for the lenient terms 
which he gave the enemy on; his surrei^ider, still, subsequent 
developments have shown the accuracy of General Taylor!* 
judgment^ while, at the same time, his action in the matter 
has elevated his character for benevolence, high in the re- 
gard and admiration of all lovers of humanity. 

BUENA VISTA. 

Monterey being now occupied by the American Army, 
General Taylor commenced his preparations for advancing 
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slill further into the enemy** country. The tneans of trans- 
portation being insufficient, and reinforcements but slowly 
arriving, of necesdty delayed the march of the main force 
of the army for a while. Ere long, however, the town of 
Parras and Saltillo, some seventy miles in advance of Mon^ 
terey, were occupied by detachments—one of 2400 men, 
under the command of Brigadier-General Wool, the other, 
of 12(M) regulars, under Brigadier-General Worth. Major- 
G^eneral Butler held the" command of the reserve at Monte- 
r»y ; and General Taylor, with General Twiggs' division, 
rciaelied Victoria on the 30th of December. 

As has been already stated in the narrative of the move- 
ments of the H&me Squadron^ Genehac Santa Anna, before 
this, had arrived in Mexico from Havana. Passing the 
fleet off Vera Cruz, he entered the Castle d San Juan do 
UUua on the 16>th of August. The American Government, 
whether for weal or woe, had consented to the return of this 
exile to bis native soil, under the supposition that he would 
enter upon the administration of public aiiairs in Mexico, by 
virtae of the revolutions which had taken place in his favor, 
and which had demanded and secured his recall. * 

From the time General Santa Anna landed at Vera Cruz, 
in Augcttt, up to the period of the war at tho moment we 
are now contemplating it, being a period of some more than 
four months, he was putting. f<N:th his best powers for col- 
leedng and equipping an army, which, it was reported at 
this time (January), had gathered 20,000 strong, and himself 
at its head at San Louis de Potosi. To meet this army and 
General Santa Anna at Its head, was the object of Greneral 
Taylor^s movements, under all his embarrassments of mea- 
ger means of transportation, and with a force, though at this 
moment deemed sufficient to master the enemy was,' never- 
tbeleaB, far inferiorin numbers to the Mexican ariny already 
ooneentrated under the snapiots of the Mexictui General. 
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But amid the dfffbrent and sometimes varying projects of 
tbe Government at Washington, Greneral Taylor, at this im- 
portant moment of his contemplated advance, war destined 
to have a large body df hia forces withdrawn from him, uid 
himself superseded in the command of the Army of Occupa- 
tion by Major-Greneral Windeld Scott. General Scott, how- 
ever, was to operate in a dilTerent field from that held, by 
Greneral Taylor. The object of the Government, at this 
time, was, to concentrate the forces both of the Army and 
the Navy (Tampico having been already taken) for an attack 
on Vera Cruz and the Castle of San Juan de Ullua. A let- 
ter from Greneral Scott to General Taylor develops these 
circumstances of the two Generals-^the purposes of the Go^ 
vernment-r-and the intended dis^x>8ition of the Army at this 
moment of its action. 

, In consequence of this movement at Washington, and 
Greneral Scott's orders to proceed to Vera Cruz, the largest 
portion of General Ta3rlor'8 force, both regulars and volun- 
teers, was withdrawn from him. Of his old associales in 
arms he took a becoming leave, expressing his regrets at 
parting ^with them^ — his attachment necessarily aridng from 
their association in active services in the field — and hearfelt 
wishes, that happiness might attend them in another field 
of operation, where, he doubted not, their success of arms 
would honor themselves and their country. 

But General Taylor, while he now waited reinforcements 
at Monterey, after the departure of the main body of his 
army for Vera Cruz, yet dissented from the advice of Gene. 
rel Scott to hold himself merely on the defendve ; and of 
the Government, to recall his advanced posts to Monterey. 
On the contrary, in February, with aa army of aomething 
less than^ 6000 men, all volunteers, witli a trifiing bni aa 
important ezceptioD of a few regulars, we find him, on his 
own r8sp(»sihiltty, eacafnped at Agua Nueva,sonm eif^iteen 
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miles be^rond Santillo, bokiiBg in check the Mexican army, 
now swollen to 20,000 men, and under Sc^lta Anna, at San 
Louis de Potosi ; or, if the enemy should advance, General 
Taylor had selected his positions to give battle to the 
Mexican forces, whatever might be their numbers. And 
such, indeed, were their numbers, that it is believed at this 
moment, that but few men save the Chieftain then at the 
head of the Army of Occupation colild hive successfully en- 
Goimtered them, advancing, as the Mexicans soon were 
known to be, in overwhelming masses, and with highest spi- 
rits, in expectations of triumph over the smaller body of the 
American troops. This expectation of the Mexican army, 
its high enthusiasm, and the bright anticipatiens of glory 
which were flitting before the vision of the Mexican Greneral, 
will appear from the proclamation of Santa Anna, so confi- 
dently issued on the eve of his marching his marshalled 
hosts, to give battle to General Taylor and to conquer the 
North American Army. 

The General-in-Chief of the Army of Operation of the North to his 

Subordinates, 

Companions in arms ! The operations of the enemy demand that we 
ahouM move pred^tattly apon bis principal line, and we go to execute 
it. The independence, the honor, and the destiny of the nation depend, 
at this moment, on your decision ! 

Soldiers ! The entire worid obsenres ns, and will expect our acts to 
be as heroic as they are necessary. Privations of all kinds surround us, 
in consequence of the neglect shown towards us for more than a month, 
by those wbo sboold provide your pay and provisions. But when has 
misery debilitated your spirits or weakened your enthusiasm 1 

The Mexican soldier is well known for his frugality and his patience 
under sofiering— never wanting magazines in marches across deserts — 
and always counting upon the reso»arces of the enemy to provide for his 
wants. 

To-day we lAiall undertake a march over a desert conntry, without 
succor or provisions. But be assured that we shall immediately be pro- 
vided from those of the enemy, and with them you will be sufficiently 
reimbursed. 

My friends, we go to open the campaign. What days of glory await 
ns ! What a flattering future for our country ! How satisfactory wlven 
we contemplate that we hmr^ saved its independence. How the world 
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will admire us ! How the natioB will biraa ut ! And wb^n in tbe boaoisa 

of our families, we shall relate the risks and fatigues which we have 
endured, the combats with and triumphs over a daring and presump- 
tuous enemy ; and hereafter, when telling our efaildreii that we kave 
saved our country a second time, the jubilee will be coipplete, and these 
sacrifices will then appear to us as nothing ! 

Soldiers ! hurry forth in the de^oe of year eoofiiry. Tbe eftme we 
sustain is a holy one : never have we struggled with more justice, be- 
cause we fight for the land of our forefathers and of our children, the 
honor and religion of our wives and children. What taerifice, tkeo, 
can be too great for objects so dear 1 Let our motto be, " conquer or 
die !" Let us swear before the great Eternal, that we will not wait an 
instant in purging our soil of the stranger who has dared to pro&xi» it 
with his presence. No treaty — nothing which may not be heroic and 
proud. Antonio Lofez de Santa Aivna. 

Headquarters, San Luis Potosi, Jan. 27, 1847. 

Here indeed is enthusiasm quite sufficient ; beautiful 
anticipations of living in tbe admiring memories of posterity ; 
love of country ; a burning thirst for its defence, and the 
motto of " conquer or die P' With an enthuuasm tboa 
abundant, a love of country thus inspirkig,^ a purpose of pa- 
triotism thus unfaltering, a motto thus affecting, and under 
a General thus resolved on dying , the Mexican army took up 
its line of march to meet the " profane invader.** 

General Taylor, in the mean time, fixed in his sentiment 
of the importance of holding his advance as far as Saltillo, 
both for the safety of his posts in the rear and thai the enemy 
might be embarrassed for «ub8i8tenoe should he attempt a 
march beyond San Luis de Potosi, (as a vast space, barren 
of all supplies, intervened between the two places,) kept 
his forces in readiness to receive General Santa Anna, 
should he, as reports declared to be his purpose, venture to 
advance on the American lines. 

The two armies being thus disposed of, in relation to each 
other — the Americans of 6000 men, under General Tiiylor, 
encamped at Agua Nueva ; the Mexicans of 20,000 strong, 
commanded by General Santa Annei, advancing to attack 
the' Americans — the story of thsir meeting and the results of 
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the TencmHrter between the two aTtnies hare been mod^ly 
told, In the diepatohes of the incomparable and uncon* 
qoefabte General of the American ibr<;esv These dispatches 
in all their particulars, intense intorest, astoni^ing develop- 
ments of generalship, and success of the AmerScan Army, 
oomposed droost entirely of voltmleers at this battle of Buena 
yisfa, which will be regarded as the BoMfe of the war, have 
met the admiration and awakened the gratitude of eviery 
citizen of the Uniwi. 

And here it were just to pause, and indulge in enthusiastic 
commendation of the Grener«il, who, whhibe brave men com- 
posiflghis small army^ withstood the overwhelmkig numbers 
<^ the Mexican forces, and drove back the enemy over that 
space of fearful vacuity of ail substi^eBce for a fomi^hing 
ahny, which, in its retreat^ left on the waste hundreds of its 
perishing and famished hordes. And what a triumph was 
this, to th^ American arms ! How fearful were the odds in 
the contending hosts against the American standard ! And 
how gloriously self-possessed, calm, and commanding stood 
the American General on the field, so solemn in its results of 
triumph or defeat to both armies ! The genius of Taylor and 
that fearful and sublime discharge from Bragg's artillery de- 
cided the fate of the day, and gave victory to the American 
arms. Who doesDOt feel the ihrill of emotion, as he watches 
the varying fortunes of the field — the advance and the re- 
pulse — the charge and the retreat-— the ever heavy pressure 
on the left wing of the Ameriban army, and the gallant man- 
ner of its support— the overwhelming masses of the Mexican 
soldiery pressing down the thin ranks of the American forces, 
and hopelessly for the final triumph of the American arms 
but for the flying artillery, ever present where it was most 
needed, and just at a moment when all seemed to be despair and 
all had been defeat but for its support, and when, but a mo- 
ment before, it could not have left its position for the needed 
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spot ? But it threw havdc uno&g the crow<ied ranks of the en- 
emy and opened avenues in their dense phalanxes, and iinaily 
scattered them in discomfilnre, defeat, and death ! And who 
wakes not to the enthusiasm of the moment, when he sees the 
whi^e line of the American army, in its unequal numbers, 
lie down on their arms at night, in its sustained 4)ositions, and 
r^ up in the morning, ready to meet the he and expectant 
of their advancing thooeands ? But, in the di^ance, he 
sees the retreating hosts, hastening in their nec^sities and 
defeat to reoross that fearful waste, over which, they had 
come, with floating banners and martial music, elated by- the 
hopes jof certain victory over their northern invaders and of 
abundant supplies from a captured enx^ampment. Though 
arouf^ thee, there was a sad spectacle in the thousand dead 
and dying, tlKm incomparable leader, of the American arms, 
yet it was a proud moment to thee and thy command, wh^ 
the reality of a defeated and retreiUing. fee met thy vision ' 
The laurel will ever be green which emblems ^rdi thy miu 
tary fame ; and fer this last of thy feurfeld victories, thy fel- 
low citizens will award to thee the civic wreath as a testimo^ 
nial of their admiration, national gratitude, and esteem. 

Leaving the Army, in its glory and rest, to repose for a 
while, after its successive achievements, to the high honor 
of the American arms, it is time that 1 return to the Broad 
Pbnnant of the Home Squadron. We led the Commander- 
in-chief, just in possession of Taraptco-^Oommodore Perry, 
in the steamer Mississippi having been dispatched to the 
Brazos fer troops to hold possesedon of the town, which on the 
arrival of the troops was committed to tl^ir care. 
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SECTION nn. 

THE CUMBERLAND HOMEWARD-BOUND. — NEW-YORK MAY-DAY 
OCCURRING ON THE FIRST OF DECEMBER. 

The British mail steamer br6ugfat us, at Anton Lizardo, 
the first infelHgence of the surrender of Tampico to the 
American squadron. And there was another particular of 
information brought by this mailer from Tampico, which de- 
lighted some, and agitated others with the alternations of 
hopes and fears as to the probability of their soon see- 
ing their homes, so dearly thought of by wanderers at the nao- 
ment when they feel that thfey are about to re-seek them after 
a long absence. The intelligence was, that Comnnodore Con- 
ner, by direction of the Department, had ordered a transfer 
of officers and men from the Cumberland to the Raritan, and 
the officers and men of the Raritan to the Cumberland, llie 
Raritan's officers and crew were to take the Cumberland di- 
reetly home, while the Cumberland's officers and crew were 
iitill to remain on this statical. For some time it has been be- 
lieved that the Cumberland would, ere long, go home, that 
she might go into dry dock for examination and repairs- 
fears being aj^rehended that the copper from the ship's bot- 
tom had been chafed off while thumping on the coral reef, 
and perhaps, otherwise materially injured. If the copper 
bad been much destroyed, it was believed that the sea-worms 
of these waters had nenetrated her planks. On die day the 
steamers, scoooners, and frigates were about to leav6 on the 
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Tampico expedition, the anchor of the Cumherland was hove 
up, from which some inference, it was believed, might be 
made as to the effect of the worms on the ship, by examining 
the stock of the anchor. As the word was passed, " All hands 
to up anchors," it seemed, for a moment, that the Cumberland 
was really herself about to make a move homeward by the 
way of Tampico. The chain-cable soon came in, as the cap- 
stan moved round to the music of the band and the tramp of 
the sailors' feet ; and ere long, the anchor was up, fished, and 
catted. The carpenter was sent to examine it. He chipped 
into the stock, and behold, these mischievous borers had made 
their million of homes in the ancJior-8tock> showing, conclu- 
sively, that if the copper was off tl^ bottom of the ship, they 
had also made their lodgment in )ier planks— -all which ad- 
monished the Commodore that the frigate ought to be on her 
northern course, without longer lingering in these seas. But 
the expedition to Tampico was just ready to move, and it 
would soon be over, if successful, and sooner yet, perhaps, if 
unsuccessful. Tbereibre the conclusion was, that the Cuoi- 
berland should retain her anchorage, and all preparation be 
made to get hor in readiness to start on her homeward course 
immediately after Commodore Conner's return from Tampico. 
Her officers therefore were anticipating the pleasure of being 
conveyed back in the good^hip which had brought them safe- 
ly out ; and though there may have been a lingering appre- 
hension on the part of some, that they might be detained on 
the station, yet but few apprehended such a disposition of 
matters, that the Cutnberland's officers and men should yield 
their ship to the officers and crew of the Raritan, in such a 
wholesale way as report now declared to be the order of the 
Commande)r-in-chief. Commodore Conner still lii^ered at 
Tampico. But, ere long, a sail was descried in the offingy 
and continued to loom larger and larger, until the fine>pro- 
portions of a beautiful frigate w«re lined <hi the hori^oDi at 
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sea ; aad not loDg afier^ the flag showing the. niunber of the 
RarUan, was made out by Uie qnarter^ioMtMrs, %iDg ftt th» 
truoJK of the noble man*of-war. Efe knag, she took her an- 
chorage, whefB she had often before assumed her plaoeiBear 
the frigate Cumberland. 

Captain GuBgory came with orders, repeating the partic- 
ulars of Commodore Conner's letter to Captain Ferrest, by 
the mailer. . Captain G. was to take the CumberUnd hone 
---Captain F< was to assume the command of the Raritan — 
the officers and crews of the two frigates to be transferred-^ 
the Raritan to remain out— the Cumberland to make her way 
immediately to Norf(^. 

It was npw. believed that the orders were speoific, and 
that none of the Cumberland's officers would be able to ve* 
main by the ship. F^ one, at least, I was slow to admit 
such a conclusions I had been too long and too finidly dream, 
ing of the happy return, the desired relief irom thk statiea, 
and confidently placed the time of such an escape as early 
as January of 1847, to believe that I was to be defeated in 
my ebenshed expectation. 

" But how, sir, can you get off, when the order bi the 
transfer is imperative ; and there is no one here to revoke 
the order, or to make an exception ?" 

" I«aws were not made for AcljiUes," was the reply ; 
" and you have read Virgil, Dr. B." 

<* And yet I am almost wicked enough to rejoice in your 
dilemma, Mr. T.," responded the gopd^atured and worthy 
assistant surgeon, ^* as you have been speaking so Qonfideatly 
of returning in the ship, as if there were no possibility of 
your detention. You are of the Flag, and I see not but you 
will have to follow the Pennant. '^ ^ 

" And I wish that I could have had the pointing of on# of 
the Tampico guns," said somebody, who really is almost U» 
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good-natured to develop finch a shocking thought, " and my 
word for it the transfer would not have heen made.'' 

" As ibr me,'' idd the worthy Fiwt, who keeps one of 
the little shoes of his sweet Tittle girl hanging in his room by 
his mirror, ** I am disgusted quite, and will leave the ship 
and take the first command that my rank shall give me, if it 
be but a launch. I will claim the schooner, and hold on to 
her until I can get out of this." 

*^ And I wish that the ships were sunk, and I was on 
shore !" said an amiable young gentleman, who has been 
long on the station ; '^ and as little money as I have," he 
continued, *^ ten thousand dollars would be no consideration 
to induce me to stay here another year/' And he looked 
sad, and disappointed, and dejected. 

And why was all this dissatisfaction nuHiifested f Be- 
cause they had not enough to eat — to drink-*— amiable and 
hcmorable messmates with whom to associate— harmony 
among themselves-^and a palace of a ship for their sea- 
home ? No ; the supplies, of late, had been abundant, in 
great varieties and quantities, especially to the Frag-Ship, 
as she lay at anchor while others were away, while many 
arrivals had reached Anton Lizardo with abundance of 
poultry of all kinds, and vegetables of various kinds — and 
no body of officers had been more harmonious, kind in their 
best wishes and feelings for each other ; and the ship, itself, 
for its order, discipline, cdmfert, and elegance of accommo- 
dation, was unequalled in the squadron. No, it was not be- 
cause of any of these reasons that the murmur arose, that 
the loud compldnts awoke, and the dejected countenance de- 
veloped the aching of a sad heart. But it was because dear, 
blessed, longed-for hoicb had been dwelled upon, looked to, 
.hoped fer, and expected to be soon realized and enjo3red by 
the' return of the Cumberland to the United States. And 
now, in proportion to the elevated feelings with which home 
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h«d been clietidied ainl mused upon as appurentl j b^i^ 
near at hMid, so mtioh the mofe deep was tfee ^sappcmit- 
ment* And it all showed a good feding^-^^Tioced that 
the h^rt yet d.uog to those endeared and near ; and that 
long months of absence had not chilled the afiectkms nor 
blunted the memories that dwcSil on loved ones away and 
alar. 

'' And I do. assure you, air/^ passing from the ward-room 
to the cabin, " I do asflmre you that I have reasom for going 
home at this time,", said the Captain, and every one of them 
aufieient, he thought, no doubt, as he narrated them to me, to 
make it inciperative for him to be there, only for the orders 
that had reacl^ him, and were stili to keep him on the 
staticHi. 

" Aiwi I,^^sir," I abruptly ejaculated, ** have ^ta; reasmu f^ 
and I began t^ir enumeration; and when I had reached 
ik» mention of my cherub boy, " Ay, sir," interrupt^ the 
Captain, and picked up a letter, ''and I have just received 
a letter ivom my boy, who has judt commenced to write ;" 
and then he read it with the fondness of a parent's heart. 
It told his father of his Uttlo amusements, playmates, family 
talk, and tattle, such as made a parent feel and see the pic- 
ture of the family scene at home ;- and innocently his boy 
asked in the c(»aclusion of his letter, without any thought that 
it would come at just such a moment as this — '< And when 
will you come back again, dear fother ?" 

Well, it matters iK>t to continue the descriptioD, nor to 
narrate my own talk and sympathy with Captain F. ; nor^ 
as to the -fact, whether he had certain discretionary powers 
or not, as to the transferring of ofiicers. It was enough fyt 
me to know that I rested that night with edl the Messed an* 
ticipations that, for one, I at least should soon be on my 
way, ktmuward bommd, in the good sk^ Cwnberkmdj which, 
a little while ago, wai Uiulnpingon the coral reef; at whkh 
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ttme I lelt that the {>emd of say owa retvrn to the United 
States wMthen being cHscueeed, erery thne the sea hesved 
the ship «ho¥e the reef, «kI she, in her pooderotts ai^iuatent, 
oaoie down «ipon her opponent, at tinies almost with great 
sKttsftujtiDn to myself. From the time 4)f that sparring oon- 
tention between the ship and the ooral roeks, I ha^e con- 
tinued to give my friends to expect my return as soon as 
about the month of Jamwry next. It- was a pretty good cal- 
QuliBufetoOy as far as present appearanees discover the omens 
fer the coming week. And I did, indeed, rest that night, the 
secoad suooeeding Uie arrival of the Raritan at our anchorage, 
with the orders hr the transfer, and mnsed loi^, and with a 
full heart, of itemed home. I spake act aloud my own ex- 
pectations, relief, and arrangements. But while others ^R»ere 
making all pveparatioDS for the traas/br of their movables, 
and the bu^e of the ship was actually eommeneing in the 
execution of the orders that were now taking things from 
shijf> to ship, my own room remained in its quiet, and myself 
at my rest, still in my olden and com^rCable plaee on board 
the Cumberland-Scaring not- how soon and how fast the two 
^ips gave up their company eaeh to the other. 

The New- York first day of May was now being enacted 
on board the two ships on the first day of December, in this 
latitude of nineteen degrees and some mhiutes, on a warmer' 
day than Is a May day in the latitude of 40'' 48^ 40^^ And 
on this same day some five hundred men from each ship 
were transported to the other. The transfer of provisions, 
stores, and water is yet to be rnade. But as soon as three 
days hence, it is believed, the sails of the Cumberland will 
fall, and the music of " Home, sweet home '' will awabe 
with its sweetest intonations on the ear, while it goes on the 
breeze over the water bearing happy thoughts to us who go, 
and other and sad ones of disappointment to those whom we 
Aall leaive behind. Even after the Raikan's ba&d,^ith the vest 
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of ber crew, bad reached tbe decks of the Cmnberlaiid this 
eveiuDg, they could not refrain, in the still calm of the hour, 
from awaking this tune of Sweet Home, which has its charm 
for all hearts, while the band added other strains to the eight 
o'jclock music of the night. 

During the succeeding days, the boats were piling in, 
quick succession from ship to ship, transporting whatever 
it was deemed desirable should be left to the belligerent 
party, in the way of ammunition, stores, water, and pro- 
visions. And such days, no Purser, I presume, will wish 
agiun to see, so sensitive are those gentlemen on the subject 
of their responsibilities,, in accounts and receipts i and such 
a scene as ought but seldom if ever, to occur, as it involves 
inconveniences, liabilities, and the displacing of the diflerent 
ships' equipments in a thousand ways, unthougbt of by the- 
Home Department. 

When the ships bad nearly -finished all necessary trans* 
fers, and the Cumberland was ready to take her homeward 
bound course, the smoke of a steamer was seen in the offing 
at the north and west. Ere. long the red Pennant of Com- 
modore Perry was seen flying at the main*rciyal-head of the 
Mississippi, as she came in with the tow of the steamer 
Vixen and the schooners Bonito and Petrel, fiut the ar« 
rival of Commodore Perry from Tampico, where XDom- 
modpre Conner still remained, originated no new order. 

Saturday night, December 5th, all things in the two 
ships had been so arranged that they were ready to givB 
each other a farewell, for coming months, at least,; and it 
no longer remained doubtful that the Cumberland would gpt 
under way in the morning. Adieus .had been spoken*— 
sweet .nuisic had gone forth on the soft breeze of the lovely 
night, while the full moon threw its bright wake of silver 
over the surrounding waters. At midnight, aAer the visitors 
fiom the other sMps had retire from the cabins and de#k» 
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of the Cumberland, all again was still, save the step of the 
watch officer, pronmnading the deck, and the occasionally 
heard oars of the guard hoot, which, in consequence of a 
late approach of the enemy's boats to the little neighboring 
island, at night, had caused an order for a guard-boat to be 
pulled, al different hours of the night, among our shipping, to 
prevent any such mischievous Mexicans from making their 
appearance again at such unreasonable and unseasonable 
hours. The morning of the 6th broke brightly, while the 
steamer Vixen was seen, as I early occupied the poop-deck 
to witness our departure^ to have " fired up." Ere long she 
placed herself ahead of the Cumberland, with a hawser 
uniting the frigate and steamer. The chain cable of the 
Cumberland, with its anchor attached, was now slipped for 
the Potomac — she having lost one in a late norther off Tarn- 
pico. The Vixen now shot ahead — ^the Cumberland obeyed 
the impulse ^us given her; and together the steamer and 
the frigate were moving out ^m the anchorage of Anton 
Ltzardo, to find an offing on ihe deep blue sea. 

" Clear the men from the gangway," cried the First- 
Lieutenant. ^ Let them come in from the sides of the ship. 
Are the guns all dear for the salute ?" was the further in- 
quiry. 

" Ay, sir, all clear," was the reply ; and now, the Cum- 
berland's loud -toned guns gave forth their parting sahitatfon, 
which seemed to say, ** We leave you, messmates and 
friends — we leave you to the fortunes and the glory you yet 
may achieve in this inglorious war. We give you kind 
wishes from warm hearts, while our own ship turns her 
bow northward, to bear us on her bounding way to home 
— ^blessed home — so neaV, ndw, to us— so far away from you 
— so dearly loved by all. Farewell, and Grod bless you." 
' Our own cannon ceased their thunder and smoke, as the 
white ckmd drifted to the leeward, and our ship stood still 
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on her departing course. A few moments elapsed, and the 
return salute came over the water on the breeze which now 
began to fill our sails, and like our own farewell, it seemed 
to speak in Umes of kindly' accent, which the heart could 
interpret as the ^ood sound of, '^ Qod speed ye — God speed 
ye. Would 4hat we were of your number, with like pros- 
pects of soon greeting those we love. But farewell — ^>eak 
kindly of us-<^our time and turn will come n^it — and soon, 
we hope— but, ferewell !" 

We heard no more, after the report of the last gun reached 
us ; and the smoke from its mouth mingled with the eddying 
oQrls of its sisler pieoee, which had spoken the parting adku, 
«Bd drifted through the spars of the shipping, which we 
were now fast leaving, as they slept, save in their salute, in 
the early daylight of this, to us, sweet and blessed morning. 

" Sweet and blessed moming"^-for we were now, beyond 
a doubt, on our desired way of return to our own beloved land, 
kaadred, and friends/ The sun broke brightly, and the sea 
breeze fanned the cheek gratefully, as the frigate stood out 
to sea, after parting company with the steamer, which had 
taken us in tow. 

And to^y, Monday, the 7th of December, we are far 
aw&y from mgnal tHstanoe from the squadron which we 
have left yet to carry on the war with Mexico. The beau- 
tiful peak of Orizava, however, is yet seen, with its snow- 
capped top, while the clouds curl around its head, as their 
white vdumes glow in the rays of the mommg sun, and pre- 
sents one of the most beautiful mountain peaks of the world. 
It is now seen, as first it meets the vision of the mariner when 
he comes on the coast— 4he clouds rolling belpw its high 
head, which is lifted up 17,0M feet and more above the level 
of the sea. And it was in beautiful relief and height, as 
the sun went down behind those long ranges of the mountain 
bulwitrks, last night, leaving the sky with more than a usual 
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loTelinefis of a violet tint, wide spread hr its softness over 
tke heavetis in the west., I spoke a kind adieu in my ^feelings 
to this mcmntaia scene, on which I have long gazed at morn, 
mid-day, and longest and with the mellowest feelings, at sun- 
set and at night. And how many thoughts have crowded 
through my mind, as I have gazed oa that same mountain 
elevation, and re-dreamed of days gone by^— sadly and sooth* 
ii^ly--*sometimes with the feelings of one feted, but not a 
fetalist — as one, perhaps, that should be happy, but deeply^ 
unhappy — shedcKng the tear, perhaps, with the emotions of a 
lone hearty while mu^ add^ iaieosity to the feeling of bne« 
liness, as it lent its influence to the evening aaeae, though 
hundiseds of beinf^ were around me, and vomi of worth and 
kindness pro&red their oonsideratioo and fncnd^p. Od- 
zava ! thee I will not ferget. Thou wiH long stand, whMi 
generation on- generation shall have passed hy^ and I too, 
with them, shall have gone to the grave I And before thee 
this trifling contest, which is now Jbeing enacted between 
two nations beneath thy towering heights, will receive 
hiurdly once thy notiee or memory, whilst thy majesty 
shall still look on the passage of ages, when all these* 
trifling discords and conlentions shall be fergotten and un- 
known. But farewell to thee*<^tby snow-clad peak, thy Uue 
bulwarks, and curved outlines, as tbsy have lain befere 'Oie 
so ofien, in the relief of the suiMet^sky, tmd morning clouds, 
which hung half way up thy sides, or rising stMl under the 
warming influence of the sun, envelopsd thee entire within 
their fleecy and velvet folds. I wish not ever again to see 
thee, but { will remember ihee in thy shape, and snow-cap, 
and majesty ; and the long, deep, dear dreamings I have 
had, as I have gazed on. thee, and re^reamed, and re-felt as 
on thee I have gazed^ and re- wept or rejoiced in the memo- 
r\es of the past, or in the kerning anticipations of the fiiture. 
CAFTAm Grboobt having attended to me, as soon as he ' 
had learned of my intention to return in the Cumberland, an 
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invitation to mess with him, daimed my promise k> do so, as 
soon as our ship was at sea. Of Captain Q, I have hefore 
remarked, thtft he is a fine specimen of a Captain of the old 
wchooL. ■ His reputation as a sailor is high, in the service ; 
and no one, it is said, can handle a ship m6re handsomely 
and miocessfally than he. Captain Gregory acquired a re- 
putation on the lakes, during our kwt war with England, 
which has ahided with him as a meritorious officer ; and his 
■erviees in the West Indies^ in ettirpatktg' the nest of pirates 
which had gathered in numbers among the islands of these 
seas, and inconvenienced our ccmimerce, and sacrificed the 
lives of many Americans, has- been spoken of with just 
praise. Captain Gregory has made a cruise of three years, 
in the frigate Raritan, on th« coast of the Brazils, and of 
some months in this Gulf; and now, with his crew whose 
times are out, returns in the Cumberland, to the United States. 
His heart is a whole one where it is given ; and his good 
hupior and anecdote ar& unfailing in conversation. Home 
now lies before him ; and under his auspices the good ship 
Cumberland, with speed and safety, I doubt not, will soon 
rest at her anchors, in the waters that wash that olden city of 
naval association and station, Norfolk, Virginia. 

The Cumberland has proved herself capable of graceful 
and rapid movement, whatever may be the injury she expe- 
rienced in her contention with the coral reefs, off Anton Li- 
zardo some few months since. She seems to be quite her- 
self again, in deep water and under the gentlemanly hand- 
ling of Captain Gregory, who has so adjusted her trim, that 
she gayly cuts her wav over the blue sea at times, like a 
bird through the upper deep, or the graceful dolphin, that at 
times follows her on her course, as he is seen in graceful 
movements and beautiful colors, to take his way of passage 
in the transparent waters beneath us. At times, we have 

• 

had calms of the morning and fresh breezes at night, during 
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our passage from off Anton Lizardo to the Havana ; and 
fer some thirty-six hours we were logging ten, eleven, 
twelve, and even thirteen knots, as jneasurement of the hour- 
ly flight of the Cumberland, over comparatively a smooth 
sea, and beneath the influence of a fine breeze. Some of the 
Raritan's officers, who idolize their olden friend who has 
taken them on their course through a long way, b^in to 
waver, almost, we will not say quite, in their first love, and 
allow the superior charms of this uoUe fr^te, which is now 
bearing us so finely to our homes. 

At sundown to-night, the 18th of December, we were ofi* 
Havana, looking into the city, as die sun was sinking in 
the distant west. The steeples of that beautifiil dty lay 
boldly, in relief, against the background of the evening sky. 
And the Castle El Moro, on the left, and the Castle La Punta 
on the right, as we contomplated them from the frigate, and 
the Prince's Castle, still fiirther c^ to the west, laid their bat- 
tlements against the horizon, the first two flanking the nar- 
row pass to the inwalled bay pn which the city hems it* 
self, with its fortifications, churches, nunnenes, monasteries, 
and dwellinga of a peoj^e whose story is rich -in material for 
its developments of wealth, poverty, superstition, pleasure, 
religion, assassination, and slavery; and yet deeply more 
interesting, as the keeping place of the shrine which contains 
the ashes of the immortal discoverer of the new world. 

But we linger not here, to view the objects of curiosity, 
of interesting historic associations, or to number ourselves 
as pilgrims to the tomb of the pious and noble Grenoese, whose 
fame is more than the. fame of Americus, though he gave 
the name to the continent, while Columbus made the disco* 
very of the New World. 

As we stood in to the land, to take our point of departure 
from Ihe Castle, whence we stand for the << Double-headed 
Shot Keys,'' we bore away to the northward, leaving the 
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oity of Havana bearing astern of us, and stood on for a sail 
that seemed to be on a course which our own ship was now 
to take. We soon came up with her ; when the First Lieu-, 
tenant, Mr. Gist, spoke her through the trumpet, sending his 
voice on the breeze, which bore to the leeward the distinct 
enunciation of 

« Ship, ahoy !" 

" Ay, ay, sir," was the reply. 

" Where are you from ?" 

"Havana.*' 

" When did you leave I" 

" This morning." 

" Have you any news ?" 

« None." 

Thus passed the hail, and all was silent again for a mo- 
ment. 

" What ship is that ?" again inquired the Lieutenant. 

" The Clio," was the answer. 

" Where are you bound ?" 

" To Boston." 

" And what ship is that ?" at length the skipper ventur- 
ed to hail, as we had not yet been polite enough to volun- 
teer our name ; and it is not usual for a merchantman to ask 
the question of a war ship, though the name is generally 
given without the inquiry. The last question was an- 
swered, 

" The United States frigate Cumberland, from Vera 
Cruz." 

The merchantman seemed now to recollect himself, and 
to calculate as to news &>t us. 

" Have your heard of the loss of the United States sloop 
of war Boston ?" 

" We have not. When and where ?" 

" On the Harbor Island — a total loss!" 
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Of course, this annuneiation created quite a sensation , 
for a moment, aboard the frigate. The Boston gone, which 
. we had been expecting daily to join the squadron. 

" What of the crew of the Boston ; were there any lives 
lost %** was the next inquiry from our ship. 

" No— none," was the welcome reply, to the relief of 
some, and to the gratification of all. 

'^ The United States ship Albany left Havana a few days 
ago for Pensacola," continued the merchantman. 

We were glad to hear it ; and now asked if there were 
any reports of Mexican privateers, in Havana. 

" There were reports, but not confirmed,** was the reply, 

" Are you well — and need you any assistance ?" 

" All well, thank you — and need nothing." 

" Have you the President's Message ?" now went on the 
air as our last hail to the merchantman, who replied, 

" We have not ;** when we added, for the news he had 
communicated, 

" Thank you, sir — ^thank you 5" and might have added, 

'' Good night to you — we wish you a safe and prosperous 
passage," as our own ship, though one of her topsails was 
aback, and her courses up, glided ahead of the merchantman, 
who, ere long, was shut in by the shades of the night from 
our further view, as we left him in the distance under our 
stern. 

The locality of the wreck of the Boston, at Harbor Island, 
south of the " Hole-in-the-wall passage," reminds me of a 
story Qaptain Gregory tells of his visit, in the Grampus, once 
to that island, where he met a number of old people, who ex- 
hibited a remarkable degree of simplicity and exclusiveness 
of all association with the world beside. One of these old 
ones was telling him of some event which occurred at a period 
which the narrator, for the life of him, could not precisely 
fix ; but, said he. 



OF THE GULf SC^UADRON. 35d 

" It was, any how, just the year before or just the year 
after the lucky year." 

" The lucky year," said Captain G., " what do yow mean 
by the lucky year ?" 

"Well, now, Captain, you don't say you nerer heard df 
the lucky year, do you f 

" Upon my honor," returned the Captain, <* I never did 
— what was the lucky year f" 

^ Whyj h ^as in d! the gazettes, Captain, and alwayis 
•inoe Ss known as the hicky year — for that was the year 
when seven good wreclm came ashore on the island aU in one 
night,*' aald the wrecker, with a conclusiveness as to the cor- 
rectness of his esdmate of good luck, which no living iorecker 
wobld gainsay. 

Our own frigate has stood on leisurely through this nar- 
rowest passage of the Gulf, under easy sail. With the know- 
ledge that fidfl are usuaHy taken m the passage through the 
Florida Keys, an occasional line, during the day, has been 
tiiscovered to be straying overboard: A horse-mackerel wiBi 
its striped back was cheated, by the rapid passage through 
the water of a white rag affixed to a fish-hook, as our ship 
bounded on her course ; and, of a sudden, he found himself 
mmong strange company, and, to his breathless astc^ishment, 
was in scarcely no time aboard the United States ship Cum- 
berland, then passing through these seas, through which he 
had heretofore gambolled and eaten many a lesser fish than 
himself, without ever before having been called to an account 
fi>r indulging in so unnatural an appetite as that of eating his 
fellow species. And now he ibund himself about to be eaten 
in his turn by bigger fish than he, as, sure enough, he was 
presented, in his &1II proportions, in due time after his cap- 
ture, bef(»re his claimants of the ward-room, who, without a 
<»Qscienoe or one twang of pity for his destined end, and at 
the ftppbin^ hour of two o'clock, ^kwmred him. 

16 
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THE DOLPHIN. 

But another sight more beautifiil than the ciitcbiBg of tbe 
horse-mackerel was seen, while, the ship still held on her fleet 
way, as one of the quarter-masters in tbe ehains puUed in m 
hmviijful Mphin^ thai most gracefiil thing of the seas. The 
line was long ; and the beautifully colored fish, as he sh^eied 
tbroi^h the blue water, cut his wi^v like a dancing mdnbow, 
beneath the sfurface of the deep, though occasicmally nearing 
the top of the blue waters, and leaping above the imouc sui|f«^ 
when again he fell into his natiye element, and again, iibe 
a streak of cc^ored light, shot on his brilliant passage beneath 
the surface, like a meteor of the heayens gleaming througk 
its own upper deep of blue ether. Pi^ that sp graceful a 
thing of nature was born ever to die. But preliminary tp 
the iate, from which his graceful form and gor^ous dyes 
pould not save bim, he was soon hauled into the mizzefk 
chajins and passed through one of tbe ports ; when, by (Spe- 
cial favor, to give me the pleasure and the pain of seeing the 
beautiful dolphin die, he was placed on the quarter«4c<^ 
where the sun's full beams should fall upon ban, to 
light up in their glory the changing dyes, as they 
brightened and faded, and faded and brightened again, as 
the beautiful fish gasped, and yet more &intly gasped, and 
finally gasped no more. I ho^ before seen the dolphin caught 
— marked his graceful proportions and brilliant dyes, chang- 
ing as he died. But not as now had I so minutely watched 
the lovely thing through all its changes to its last gasp, and 
latest quiver, and fipal shade, that rested among its settled 
colors. The eye was large-r^the pupil expanded — and 
changed from the hazel to the pearl ; and then again, from 
the pearly brightness back to the sof\ and mellowed haiel. 
The golden hues of his sides became yet moie goMa^ of vel- 
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mr silbMtai and luiiiliiiw Mid tilair ^bMfetf to tlw dmpMi 
Uue, wbtoh liclad awsj fmmthe ii»%9 to^ tfo« poledt skyl 
ttid aodli^ witk tb« poody wkife wiA fUtdM* of the frfsk ; 
ind beck again lo the rioliMt gaU ; whm a play of oolorai 
la liiiea and adntSk^ofia, ateematod ovar die qoiveri^ 
beauty^ Utildiflg tnaoy dMMPeart bakii9>^^ha gM and parpta 
aad paadjr toea^pneiri^i^ QiHil tha laat ^iver told tMt 
thar» waa i^fany ab longer in the laat atr^ggl^ ktr Mm. T%a 
gitocefiil dolfdttB nbvt lay in Mi tUIl beantiM bwt ohang ek ia 
eoloni^f, in triiieh 4)ie ^«enkh gold, and Hglrteil Uae, and 
bhiiah paari prevaied. It is aad, t^^Ty to loeit on teUng 
battoty. JBut i have aaaft beauty in the doa^'Oalm liaep of 
aoi^ wbo #cnre U> waka no mote* And wbllt I mwM mM 
^ fanrksque by wkj^ oempaipia^ii te tw aai i ^k» oeaaaitiBa of 
tfib in an irmdoiial and a j ii|kinl bekig, { yet Miaito tlM 
tliftse weva othesa ateading nhcfOtlMfi dyii^ eraatnaay #iM^ 
haaite aa^uielf,^ boirai^ Uttle ll^y aaay hmfe analyaad tbair 
leatti^, yet £»it an eniMkin ai womm, that Ma baauMl 
tkii^ sbonld ^ ^eeaUm ir ia0# S9 hemwUfid, 

Wa had been, ior aome time; standing itoig pafilM 'WMi 
i^ieef of roeka oalled tbe '^Btmbh^aded Skot*k9^'' fnm 
aofne fimcled resembktnca to a stnag of tbeae iwo^ieadad 
aiM, being placed in an extending line together. Aa I eaifoa 
0a deek after bieakfast, tbe ann jsbtnMig brtgfedy, and tba 
idnd blowing tdiiei^lngiy, and the ship sailing beantffnUy, 
tii^long leef prsaentad an imet^ating' and peculiar appM». 
anee. 

^ Why, iny frienda," I ^coiaiined to tbe gentiemen on tiie 
pet^-deck, " yon mistake-^-^tbat ia tbe 8£A*«ray but, atand^ 
aotxtbafly.'^ And bad the sea-aerptfnt ezwted, wben tbe i^ 
pellation was given to tbis peenliar reef, it had BM»t eertaun- 
ly gamed a atiti mmre ebara^eriidc n ame » Sor tbem weae 
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Ihe awft ht mit t e€ ^tuLMor^tmm p^t li t w a n qMniy p ii iuiifi.^M i «Mi 
)#i»sr^NHiu«tlruaf tofetfer^BiklvtsMDUiiigthe ahspe into 
wJbWi thi ANk-MifMit b bovn to Umpdv kimaelf wtua he dk^ 

•od ether poiotsy awl wilh lowier htimpe tenokiataig Inebead 

add leiU which the mi^iaatid% with h^f Ike mtiihiece wkieb 

$h» fijf bteeed eeeioeti iniHilge whe» tbej h^vieeeeD this wa^ 

•l^r of the 4«em weuld eeltUe ooe to oonjiire up to 4>e^« 

Metitioel heeil ead toil, w^ tiie ^eateal hamfs, of tittti ft^ 

npus mver of the deep* But I£Mi&d itdiffiokih to pwnniade 

the gentlemMii tbet the htuapyobject ia dM dbtaace was the 

idoBliaal jeamUer of the eeae^ abon^ wfaam iomanyatimee 

Iwvebemleld a»d«ffidevits wndo, duid one of the piiDa^al 

aiywaeiitey oottruMiaf te mfmiy^ ^tmi theie oi%hl be «a ^» 

j»^ ahottt ^ kientioal eeaiieacpent hwag betee os^ was tlii 

ftei ^hat km eeeawd to pieaun^ mt ohatinate 'tMm ef eeati 

A»d besides weliad beea expeetkig tofiadecniefii^eraihapad 

fauriifi ehetfl the seaae p^oe wbem the aea^lnoiisteir^eettied 

now to be lying, ae Aa aea^ aui|peft nelfed .un^wturbtng^ bgr 

him. And still further a light-house, it was affirmed, would 

be discovered, situated just about in this direction, and haying 

m appeafanoe jaet very diasimtor £eom aomelhing now dis- 

•overed on the tail oCthie aeMnoosCer, though the ohaHaatfd 

taikeleoate the Iight4i0iiae mk a aeefofooral recheaad landi 

xearanMiAg semewhatia its foefiik delineatiooe thb fe ntwii 

aea-eerpent, now basking thttw in the sunriiiaaof th«Be ear* 

jent-settiag aeaa. . We left the hmaff measter still in hie 

jaat. And if aucoeeding memers slmll AmI him aUU septM^ 

ing there in his present latitude and longitude ; and moee 

than all, if on some ^tk and teaipestuoos night he shall 

gtve light to tl». adventitrotts eeamaa, to warn him fiom the 

reefy in theae often boisterous and almost always daogarooa 

aeasy we.wMl give up our imaginings of htm as of Ihe real 

aeft^evpettt, and bid the voyager good apeed over the dark 



biUowfl lo the 9111017 harbors of the south ; dnd when ^& oIh 
JM^ofln&Toytge shall hare besa aooMi^^dy we wilt 
^aiQ wish ^at he mAjr, lik« oorselvesy oome ob bk safc 
return way io die home <^ those he Neatest lofea. 



CHKISTBUS l^Y^, . 

And stHl oDwardy this 24th of I>eesinb0r, oqf ^r^^ it 

stoning, ho me wa rd b<mnd. If heed wtodd m^t us, stilt 

ihe noUe ship struggles to gaia the point, uid holds her 

bows still towerds the homes we seek. £he wiM not 

yield hex course^ though stubbom winds and hearf and 

' opposing surges, for several days, have met her ou hwrtraiiry* 

and buffeted the buoyant ship. 3ut, safely she has home 

us through the most dangerous and narrowest pass of the 

straits ; between the Bahama Banks on the east, and Flo- 

rida, with her capes and reefs, on the west. The meridian 

sedconiiig, sueoassively,^ has giYsn ua & largea* tra^fefse for 

the day than we had anticipated fi«m oar beat vgakurt Hie 

wind and surge ; .uatil, on this hour of CRRimcAs Bvs, w# 

aye aonh <^ the Florida line, with a wipd that has come 

youtid so fi^r, 00 thk night of blessed anoeiatipns, astoeaa- 

Ue the frigate successfully io laf kerc&tiroe. We hope it^ 

be an omen that fair winds diall attend th&remaiaderof oar 

passage over tia^ blue deep, to oar aochoei^ in fpraenm* 

wateia* 

And . ttis evemng, while we aia bottading on the seasy 
lighted by the Wghl stars of the broad heavens, aad in; a 
lemperatttxe yet mild and bland, hew aiany teosplas of Gai 
are l%hted up lor worship, iivt^or fiitfaerland. How ga oar 
blurts to the grem^deoked teihples of worship^ and ta tha 
merry homes of happy heerts, towards whieh we are hasten* 
H^, and where we hoped, almo^, taha^e numbered oar** 
mlrm aymag tb#P>oa Ihis AsliiNi seaaon of the Gharoh, aaA 
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g*lA 4a]r croitodl the ^Mniljr besrth. And' so kftd we been 
#itli Ikeu if oppottOf winds had' not met ns,. to ^\hy tmr 
ptisage north ;^ while yet we are gntteliil diat a good Provi- 
dence has speeded imi thus fitr, so faTDraMy en our way. 
Speed us still onward, good winds, smooth seas, and favor- 
ing tides. We will trust ye, however and whencesoever ye 
may blow. Before an(^hie!t new year shall break upon us, 
we i»pe to fad oitr moorings, safely within the harbor that 
we seek. * A«d we wiH net ibrget thy good service, itoi^ 
sh^. In bearing lui from warm and sunny seas to a colder 
eUfiiaito and a wmtry land, but where hearts as warm ao 
bfoatbe the world around, bvingly and prayerfilty await 
QWt eomiog^ 



CHRTSTMAS NWaT. 

Those is somelhing ineoo^iarabiy fine in & majeetio hu 
fi^ on her eo/avm over the- deep, while iiie high wimhi 
drive her imder double-raefed top-eails aad a fiyre-course, as 
our ewa good ship lo^i^ is dnven over the seas. It is not 
b o aeath the presanre of a hurrioane, aod amid tlie drift of 
thick apvay, that the ^igate, tonight, holds on her track of 
tiie deep, as I have bei>re seen her, in the wild tempests of 
die eeean ; bat at the rate of tea to twelve ndles the hour, 
she is standing, under this small spread of canvas, towards 
that point of- nevor-ceasiag «torms-*-the ifoarfbl Hatteias. 
There m a emiff in the high wmds of to-night that tells the 
iiarinBr» and the less experienced Uiaa an old tar, that we 
are naaring those regions of wild carousals of the elements 
CD the high seas. Who tluit has ever passed this f^romontory 
but has been tossed k> more than his heart's content— fright^ 
eaed eat of his wite-^-and almost pledged himsi^f never fo 
doeoiMAisbatfuDgagan astogoahroadoBUieeea. HofW 
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the thunder-storm gathers its fiercest elements of electricity, 
surcharges the clouds, arid pours out its streams in every 
form of the development of that fearful agent — at times tip- 
ping every spar of a ship with its fire — ^throwing athwart 
the black sky its zig-zag lines — and in a suffusion of elec- 
trical light, illumining the daric heavens in a general phos- 
phorescence that serves to show the sailor how dreadful is 
the rage of the dark ocean beneath, which is tumbling its 
surges in a general tumult that would give life but for one 
brief moment, were he to be pitched from yard-arm, or rat- 
tling, or other cordage into the maddened sea. But all this is 
not yet addressed to our vision. The sky is lighted up yet 
by bright stars — a blue sky, and a smiling moon — while the 
blow is yet increasing to a gale, and the ship rolls more and 
more. And even as 1 write, a lurch of the noble ship has 
sent a thousand things into a general melange, and an vp» 
roaridus shout is pealing through the ward-room. But all is 
right again, as the fragments are gathered up, and a new ad- 
justment of movables and packages is made, for the better 
encountering of a yet heavier and more sudden contortion, 
roll, pitch, and tumble, into which the good ship shall next 
find herself. Two more reefs have been taken in the fore 
and main top-sails, and the sail of the ship is otherwise re- 
duced. And yet she is going at the rate of nine and a-half 
knots tiie4ioar. And thus let her go. She is a noble racer* 
And to staad oa the deck and list to the roar of the wind 
tfarougk her cordag e see the white ibam of the surges that 
d«sh around her— ^4h6 officer ei the deck in his-northwester, 
and the well-trMoed eye of the Captain scanning every cord, 
and brace, and spar, as the nakAe courser is held on her track 
with a taught rein, but with a fjnee gifl of will to bound at tba 
top of her speed, at once awakens a glow of enthusiasm for tits 
beautiful movesient oiihe ship, and gives sublimity to the ^mot. 
tioB% as (m» fe^ how glonuaa is matt'f art, md bow godlike 
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is the ocean, on whoee boaom this om^terpieoe of beauty is 
cutting her way, while yet she is but a speck, in all her ma- 
je^y and Sublimity of movement, compared with the yet 
grander, sublimer, all majestic and terrific ocean, that tosses 
her on its but just awaking billows, like a buoyant feather 
just dropped from the wing of a passing gull. Merry 
Christmas to you then, our noble ship ! Bound on your way 
like a dancing mermaid, from surge to surge, while the white 
fi>am of the blue billows, as they wreath their beautiful £>lds 
of curling spray or throw up their cascades of brilHant 
gems that scintillate in the moonbeams of this beautiful but 
troubled night, are now decking you as if with scarfs of gos- 
samer, spangled with the gems of the seas. Dance on, then, 
merrily onward, beautiful mexmaid of the deep ! Thei^ m 
grace in your every step— poetry in eve^ curve of your mov- 
ing form^r^nd right well and gloriously are you stepping over 
the pliant expanse, that serves you as the blue-floored hall 
of your beautiful, buoyant, brilliant movement of the night. 
Dance on, then, dance cm ; and again, a merry Christmas to 
you, beautiful mermaid of the deep ! 



ABRIVAL AND ANCHORAGE OF THE CITMBEKLAND. 

The blow, £>r hours sucoeeding mid-day, on ChrislBsos, 
•wept over us ; while our ship, deoked in her sl^rm dress of 
itey-sail and dose-reefed main-top-sail, rode out ^e north 
gale like a duck, which in its b«K^aiioeand piayfolness cnu 
(Hes itself unalarmed on the miipio billow of the hoom lake. 
The i^p behaved herself handsomely as she lay to ; the 
decks being but little wet ; while oeoasiooally a heavy sea- 
roll evinced the power of the res^ess elemeat on whidi she 
■Dw bounded in her unrest, and told how easy it was for (M 
Ocean to bury fleets and navies deep in his bosom, where 
already i^eep millions^ in their imraadced and unti^ grwves* 



OF 

B«ft oQf eworae kad tkls ftr -tam.«M|pi8ioai aver llie witters, 
iad tkroogh ikng aggas 86m; Mid iv« ooukl aiovdalMnaf 
^Uy f<sr die windi to hMre.^eif Uaal om^ wboee tnck adiv 
li^ aorost^oHz couiM. For two days, diej eototinuod tlieir 
loud roar through the rigging of Iba CmmkeiAwody aod waol 
•ft tbair fit^l oouff^^ dwfog th# bltte dotfL iiit> froth asd ^ 
amiaeiicBBgoB theJilae atdufttofthii am^ iIm Taat adouMkikei 
vhidh blandod the beaudAily ia Ae JMrftJefl fyrm^wlsadk k 
iloapayeywithlhi^rdarof^slomaixkiiftBd tho tinmritof tbeaaaa* 
Biii 9^ A 4rift of aome m)m to the eaatwaid, and a saai 
4nmg tha n^fat of tke l^atk, i» fouod tha ihip^ Ala BBonun^ 
the 2yth of Deoember, to have a desirable posidon^ a littA* 
aasthoCiNtr port. With a fair wiad weaoaa aoadethe kod as 
ivtt^qpocted, utilk the ll^it-k>BMa of the Upooa^es of Charkw 
and Jhmrj^ through whidi oimt passage lies to Hampteil 
Roada^ A oumber of veasek had already appeared im sigl^ 
enltveoiog the aoeue^ And ere long, while we i^re yet 
steittg aft the hvaak&st table, the Captain oedeml a gtin to 
be §9edf which, aoon brought one of the pikrts, th<m Bet &ar 
horn .OS, akMBgsida the frigate. He is yet aboard of ua ; 
md past the Rip Raps and Old Pohit Ceni&ft he has takeft 
Htm ship, aod aneh^red her, to^ni^it, within sono six mifteB 
of Nodblk. And now, we are ^ agafn within the giieen 
walafa of our own blessed land ; aod befere us, in a few 
more di^s, lie the greeting of friends, who are waiting, wilh 
kiiid hearts, to wdecMna us, as thoae meet eaob other whose 
intaresto are one, and whose alfeetionsare thesama. While 
we were yet atandiag on our eoursoy hopii^, eVen te^iigfat, 
to T9txk our anchorage groond off NorlbUi, dM maii steam^ 
or fer >Balttnaofe, as upon wing of bii>d, passed ua, when the 
Fimt Lieutenant hailed her with a distinet eooDoiatioo, that 
tohi us aU a weleeBie tnith> aa the hail now broke im 
thaeaar: 

<< Steamboat ahoy !" 

16» 



Tlie wfMds of file «li«iwr «to^^ M3C tiieir i^i^ of 1^1^ 

ovolotioey wfaile aev^ftbeless moay ou« wen qpao abotud 

of lier^ as tin Lieutooam 4ek7«d not fiir a reply, but addeds 

^ lUpoit the Ui^led -States firigate Cmiiberla»d, tmmty^ 

tiwoe <ii^s Srom Veim Cras !** 

<< Ayo-^-aye Pia ntum, oMbebsok tatlw sidp, as tlw eyv 
Mioved the fleet steamer ia her feam as she reeedsd ft»tker 
and stSl fiurter on herooume towafds Msods, ^ whom mtt 
epMes (u« nady to ai»o«see our a#riv«ily bet whiek '#IH 
be aatidfMited a few boars, by ^nl^ rapid messenger, still 
going oa the same oourae, over whM t, at least, iriiali sooor 
aad joyously bound. 

The aigbt of tbe 99th » passed ; aad this oiorauig, ^i» 
Mtb, in the barge with Gaplaw Giagory,! eaaie lo N09MIC. 
The If^ate, as yet, reoMmis at her rest, where she aaefooredy 
after twea^^ree days' bafl^ of the seas, oa her passage 
from Aaioa Lizardo, to witMa five or six miles of NioMk. 
The Surgeon, the Purser, aiid Captaia Gcegery^s sea aam^ 
fdso in the bavge, to the oity. Ae we loaded) and agahi 
jdaated oar feet on the soil of our own ni^iw iaod, fasnealh 
so bffiniaat a sun and soft^imate, whiali, to^Jr, has biassed 
this sooliierB eity, the spirit of the oomp^y seemed diflkialt 
of suppression within, the bouack of propel^ decorum fer sane 
neo. Upr^ht and. steadily indeed we eould wdlc and 
nest of the p«ty, I belbve, could i»ve d«ioed**«s eaeh 
had has own way of dem(»strattng his jo3rousnes6 of delight 
at (Mice more treading the ear^ of Ins own couatry, bsaoalh 
a sky so pure' as now glowed above us^ and oa a day than 
which there was never anotiieff more perfect. If Uiis were 
always the (Ornate of NorfeUc, no one would ever go ibrther, . 
to tnd the realization of his stream of a land of te happy 
mediums between too miioh of tiie suaay aad - too much of 
the wintry clime. We would not have wished another vay. 
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from the sttti — ^we wouM not have asked anoAier shade to 
moderate his beams. We inhaled the breath of the lAomlng, 
more agreeable §iyt the mdstnre which had mellowed the 
atifiosp^iere ; and we sntrSed in the glorious freshness of the 
land, as it came so acceptably to onr perception, in contrast 
with the breath of the sea. And we walked on from the 
boat'--4iow on the pavem^it — ^now on ^tm earth— >«iul turned 
dne corner after another §yr a few moments — when it was 
really too much for the grayity of the party, and the Cap- 
tain very seriously halted, and proposed that we should all 
hurrah at the top of our voice, for the very pleasure of the 
oddity of once more hearing our own voices on the shore. 
I r eco mm e n d e d, if the suggestion were to be adopted, that we 
i^iould hold on, until we could get into a Iktle more conspicu- 
ous position of Uie town, that we might create the greater sen- 
sation. But before we had neared the hotel, a thousand ob- 
jects of remark, and the usual disposition of one's loving to 
hear one's self talk, in contradistinction^ to the hearing of 
others, or else some other motive, or forgetfulness of the 
proposition, finally saved the party from d<nng so crazy a 
thing as breaking the public peace. And yet, the very feel- 
ing would seem to present itself as some apology for the 
outbreaks of the plain Jack-tar, who also feels joyous when 
he again touches the shore after a long cruise, and has no 
motive or feelings of propriety to restrain him from giving 
way to his excitement, his innate love of fun, and his own 
and his shipmates' still greater love of rum. 

it was a comfortable feeling, to find one's self once again 
on shore, in nicely arranged and well furnished apartments, 
, with all things to meet one's wishes within doors, and sunshine 
and sunny feces to gaze upon without. It is the voyager, who 
mostly delights to look upon the ^ human face divine," as it 
neets him in the crowded city or town, as he moves through 
its streets afler a passage over the seas. Every dbunte- 



iMMMOylo hun» bat ito iatoiBrt— vodm lupe fkinxm «»- 
luMMed ia their freabneas and beauty of 4be blended lineft 
aad Gob>riiigs of the countenaoQe, from the v»ry iaot that 
all are xiew» as atraogera ; aad tbat the rbta of hk owb 
viaioo, for weeka and perbapaibr montbapreyioualyy baa been 
bounded by- the familiar tbiaga and £»eeawkbin the bid* 
warka of a aingle ahip. He looka now on the objeota around 
hu)% aa the ebild gassea on pioturea of modified dinienaioag 
tbroqgb the magnifying medium of a camera^obaomik. 

And the Erat Sunday oa aborei too, oomea with a mel- 
lowii^ influence on th^ beart> to awaken gratitude and de- 
votion* There ia aolemnity in tb^ Sunday aenricea at aea. 
These oaa be hardly another more impoatng acene than a 
frigate'a company gathered on her decka, for the worahip of 
Gody on the Sabbath day. It ia a noble temple, though she 
be but a apeck on the boundlesa field of ocean around her.,. 
And there ia a stillne^ aa profound aa holds the worahiping 
aaaembly on ahore. Axui the music, aa it goea over the 
waleiSi ia borne up the blue vault of heaven aa harmoni> 
ously and solemn, aa rolls- the sofl and accordant notes of the 
oigan along the arched ceilings of the Gothic pile at home. 
And it is fit for the sailor, with only the heavena above 
him and the seas around him, to offer up prayers to the God 
who made , theae and him. But there are sympathiea that 
come up anew in the heart, aa one gathers to the shore-tem- 
ple the Jirst Sunday succeeding his arrival from sea. He 
can never feel them at other times as then. The aceoea 
a,re changed. Again, he ia among the holieat aaaociationa. 
What dear and familiar memoriea awake, aa the tonea of the 
organ break on the ear — the eye gazes on a varied ooagte^ 
gation — ^the acenea of the aocial life, at home, oome to the 
heart, as men, toomen, and children occupy the &mily aeata. 
And if he ia now among thoae of hia own whom he lovea, 
he kneeU wit^i th^ in worahip and ia thankful — if i^iU 
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a|pft«t £mm thevi^ iii» ili(raglil« §9 to thwn wUh iptuwoy IflPv^v 
mhe Moalli the hours he has wonriii^ with tbeai» a^ prufB 
devout^ ttill that bo may soon re-greHf n^tfa gratitiMl« 
to Qody ditoao he toTos. It was with aoipie auoh feeliagi^ 
with other officers cfonip abim ^^ I kaelt, ob th€[Siui4«y 4Aar 
our arm&l, amosg the ooggw^tion of Triiik; Cbw^ a| 
Noffolk. And atill deeper was the feeUag of syoifMthy thai 
held our hearts, as 4t was aftaounced fr<Mm the desk, that the 
^^ofioerss of the United Stetos- ships Cim^erlMMi and 8a9PV 
t^fS} (both haviog raaehed the st^itioa at Nor^lk during thet 
Wfiek,) desiied to return thaoks fer. their safe arnval- 
from sea." How truly our hearts joioed in this ogeriog of 
gnhtitiide, the Being to whom it w«s addressed abne eoiidd 
kooiWy but His e>Ee did mark that it was an oblatioii of teank 
The worthy Rector having invited me to fill his pulpiV 
during the day, I entered it with a vsriety of esaotioiis* 
Soi^e faces before me w^e familiar, but they were few^ 
comparatively, of the numerous congregation in attepdanoe; 
And here, 4mhu %ery aUoTf some years before, I bad knelt^ 
and received my commission as a cler^man, from that sdan 
the most venerable of all the members of the House of Bish*. 
ops for his - personal a^^arance. and full 1^ iSowing white 
locks, which awakes the name of Rigbabp Csuvmibq Mo^b 
call up befere the vision the most perfect re^emblanee that 
can enter one's ooBo^>tioa of an ApoitoUc FiOh^r* I was 
^9d, therefore, from this association, to stand in the fmlpil 
whieh I Uien occupied. And it was not strange, if my 
own heart melted while I g^ve utterance to Un^tfbs which 
were evolved firom the subject of -the discourse* Nor felt I 
thai it was umiatund thai the same tiioughts should bow the 
heads of others who lislened to their utterance. And if I 
nught be ejusused Ibr the aUusbi^ I would fein record one 
see ne, fer Us sympathy and moial beauty, which no one 
oottU bdioldy whilft it was deam^d to be all unjibs^rvedi 



iHidieut fegttfdi&g it m mirpitoMkig all the power of the peo- 
eil to del^ettfe a kindred plctttre, Aht its psAios, mMre, md 
itiiest. I merely ailude to the e je of a niMifft^, dtowned in 
tears. She who wept wae yotmg, and beai^lM, and in 
blaek ; and wi^ mh eye, such aa nature ^res only to one of 
a imUlon% Let not thiajneturs be dei e erat e d l^ oliaraeter- 
l^ag it as sentimeotol. It was as if m tuigel mother had 
come near €Hid paused one moment on her wing, and touched 
wil^ her spirit finger the iteart^strings of lier lovely ol»ld.' 
Her eye, for the moment, was en ^ speaker. A holy 
thought, pure as a motlier's lore and prayer, carried on tiie 
mind to Heaven's ever enduring love of the tVKXher Ibr her 
beloved offirpring. And yet thfere would be separadons there ;^ 
and ^ how could ye bear it," was the question, to those who 
were weeping over tlie Idst (»es of their love. That yet 
unditnmed but almost ftooded eye was suddenly and unbkMen 
iBied, as suocessiye tears almost unconsciously leaped from 
their sacred ^nntains. Her heart was broken — her head 
was bowed. Her Christian mother slept in a lately covered 
grave. And that mother's hallowed prayer (oh, how baU 
lowed !) was gaining its answer now. 

The beautiful weather of tlie few preceding days had 
turned into a chilly atmosphere, for this Sabbath day. For- 
getful that I was not stili in the bland temperature xd the' 
southern Gulf of Mexico, I freely conversed with a friend, * 
in the open and chiHy air, after leaving the Church, where 
my voice had been exercised by a long discourse. I attribute 
to this cnreumstance, together^ with some exposure of the 
succeeding day or two, a s^ere attack of the throat, ren- 
dered more susceptible to tiie sudden ehaiq^ in tins tem* 
perature, by a residence for months in a olimate, wliere 
the thermometer stands for most of the year as high as 8^ 
to 84^' and the greatest and most sudden changes seldom 
ranging through more than 10<bgiees ; and where ^m mean 
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0f the Ganges tbroughmit the year, I betiere, atnouiito to tiot 
o<fef 6 degrees of Fahrenheit* 

Thoie weloome prnpera from the Depffiftmeat at Waifa. 
iagtoii, always so aeoefKalyle to the lately arrhred officer from 
^, giving him permisMon, foi* a while, to roam where he 
please, if it be but within his own country, had arrived ; 
and my owa ^ leave of absence '^ now lay beside me. But 
Dtc Fdtx, the gentlananly {Surgeon of the Cumberland, 
who'oeeupied rooms at the same hotel with me, and was kind 
in his a^tenlioAs, t<^eeher withDr. Potter, AssMant Sui^eOT, 
aomi^ me that it was better to delay tny ^ing north for a few 
dnys. I did so; keeping my room ; but ventured, in a short 
time, to take the steamer for Baltimore, and thence to my 
IHends in New-York. Among my kindred in the Fifth 
Avenue I soon feund" myself, ^ad to meet them, and glad 
with ^e yet moriB comlbrtable idea, that if I was destkied to 
y«t sevei^er indkpdsitioii, It ^would be where the heart would 
l eee ive all die blessed sympathies of blessed home. As yet, 
m, ttfl9e^ 1 might not speak above a whisper ; but a feW days 
seized to return nrie my voice in its lower tones ibr conver* 
stfdon. Though wounded thus a good deal in my throat and 
lungs, but not by Mexican bullets or cannon shot, yet 
my friends were ourious to learn, though net over inqutsi- 
tire, something of my personal observations in the Gulf, in 
connection with the Mexican war ; while John, the coach* 
man, was quite minute in bis examination of my boc4s, the 
next morning, to ascertain how many Mexfcan slug*hc4es he 
could find Bi them. 

But my boy was still further ^Mt — the oi^ect of my 
ohief solicitude— 4he one, cm my return, my heart most 
bemtded to re*greet. I dehiyed net, therefore, long in the 
cHy, bttt h aa t onc d to the spot where, a twelvemomh before^. 
I had taken leave of my child, who, for a long twelvemonth 
h as t alkedo^ jaad^seaaiad x^ aad kolrtd for nqr rsftimi, as 



fneiF^Dl to bg firwi^ ^tk aU h t fywi iwi U> hum. Aaiy^H 
the perceptions of his young iQiad mt^ kave beooiB iodi^o 
tiaet M to my pei«oa> had it not beeo tli«t " hk il^w PsjMk'^ was 
the ceeatKiit thetne of bis oottveMiliaiis wiib bk onrae andi 
bis kindrad-^-tbe partkmUni ^f his lilde past «9ntiiHially irai;^ 
oa}ied to hkt aaiad^ by letlar»--«rMl Ma alnost daily diotftlion 
of tittle notes to me and tbe seoduig of ^oc^safes l^ ^ thei 
Madam Moon/' served to jmaenre bis n^mories rmi^ and 
to velain wUb definitonaw bis {wst pero^piU^os of fibrins w^ 
the aasQoiato kieas wbksh h^Ml been eawveotodwitb ibeni* ▲. 
gl^Bd iUumiaatioo be bad.pnfMMred ^ tbe oeoiainn of mjc 
return, with rockets ai»d otbetr fireworlce. . Durii^ the dajr 
of my anticipated arriy^ a tiny iag-^-tbe stars a^d rtrijpea 
-*4iad been displayed finom tbe portico» to the eieitiag of 
tbe curiosity of the passers-by. Tbe oaetle of San. Juan da 
Ullua be bad buUt with his bricksi and battored down as if 
by storm with his iune«]^ bidlsj or, Us nine-pins tbei»r 
s^ves, as so mai^ M^xioans, be bad skiUUly and s u e oo s o 
fully laid low. His drum be bad beateiv aad trua^ei 
had hlowed, a» from room to room be^iassed, and many 
t^nes more than usual, mounted and lewBWuntod tbe staifv. 
J^jod all this, because, as be repeated to all whom be met^ 
"His own dear p^>a, ifordi^ was coming heme firom Mexloo !" 
Swe^ child and motberksa ! bow innooently aad jc^Fously 
thy antioipations were swelling tby bappy bosom, on the 
coming of this long loeked*fi>r hour. On my arrival, tbe 
folds of the little fyt§, as it fluttored in tbe evening breeve^ 
assured me that I was expected. And a moment only bad 
suceeeded my alighting, when my boy was in my arme — 
bis own tiny ones aroimd my neok-p-whtle I thanked Godae 
I pressed him to my heart, that lie was well in body, ^beppy 
in spirits, grown in height, and imftreved in manner and in 
mind* 

Hmi, Tsa^ip dunmt^ ^ TWSLViMnffwfn ettdjuc, uei . 

REST FOR A WHILE. 
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SECTION XIV. 

Thx ^igate Cinnberiiunl bad now o«aied to be the Fla^ 
Baxp of the Gulf Squadrcm, while the Bboad Pbknant still 
&>«ted i& the Mexican seas. It is prq)er, therefore, thai I 
diould eontinue tins w<Hrk, and ptursoe the story of tub FiiAC^ 
during the further operi^ioBs of the Amerioan fleet m the' 
Gtilf, up to the RKNBe^ of my giTii^ th^ Tolumetotiie 
press. 

It was but three dajrs a^er the Oiuitberlaod had slipped 
her anchor, homeward bound, before the sad incident ot the 
oapaisag aad dnliing of the beautiful Soners occurred, al- 
most if tiot quite within si|^t of the anchorage which 
the Cumberland hod but just left. Well do i remember 
thb beautiful war-img as ^e was accustomed, almoiA 
daily, to corhe down from off Vera Cruz, while blockading 
^t portj mad make signals to the Cumberland, or re- 
ceive commends, by signal, frcHn the Fli^ Ship. Th4 
imrbor of Vera Cruz being tn sight of dM anchon^e of Aa« 
Um Lizardo, the brig every morning might be s^en stmariing 
off and on beyond the range of like long gems of the Caade 
of San Juan de Ulhia or ^U further puttlfi^ out to sea ibr a 
diase. Her evolutioBS were always beaattlrfl ; and at thli 
time, she was in charge of an accon^ished officer, Lteuten* 
ant Semmes, tlnm whom none was more brave, with a set 
ef eq^ly coimgeovM officers with Inm. And diissame Bvm% 
with- her XM^ taperiag and raking sptt»s ^^ w&h yasds timt 
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seemed wide spread as they lay among the snug hamper aloft, 
was a general object of admiration, as a model ship, for her 
size and rate. And Semmes and Parker — the one com- 
manding, the other her Second-Lieutenant — were deemed 
almost as a part of the mess of the Cumberland, as they 
had been with us of the Flag Ship, and were but tempora- 
rarily, as supposed, now in charge of the brig. It was but 
a day or two before, perhaps the last time I had noticed this 
beautiful craft, as she came down to make signals to. the 
Cumberland, while the Commander-in-chief was absent at 
Tampkso, that she run up ber Comet, prefkaratory to imiking 
Id us a coimnuQie^ion* Her signed was noticed, and sbe 
eofitinued to evolve, by ftags, while gliding slowly under ftill 
oanvasaome two or diree ndles distant, the^ report from her 
Conuncdftder, which has since awakened the admiration of 
tiieir «iottBtryraea towards the now lamem^ Parker and 
Hynson. That report was : 

^ The ^nemy^M Mfping, kiai fdgkt, was burned wnder the 
Castk.'' 

'^ Just like ihma" was the exclamation on the quarter, 
deck of the CuB^^evlatnd-^" just like ^em-^they were pre- 
vailed horn joinSng the expedition to Tam^neo ; and they 
have done a pretty thiag, ia the absence of the Comoio^ 
dore." 

^ No dottbt Parker was there ; and he has verified almost 
the pradioabiiky of his propositi^, knows to haire been 
made to the CoinnEiaader.iB-ehief, to take a picked crew m 
a jBiQgle aebooner, and by night to cut ov^ or burn the eae- 
my's sypping at Alvatado.'^ 

But the Somers, after she bad told her tale, which ex* 
fiained the mystery of a light seen biutiing under the Castle 
the preeeding night wUeh the ^uarter^master had reported^ 
BOW veered graceMly off into the wind ; mod again taking 
adiett of the CmnherlafUl, stood fitf oat to«ea, leavii^ the 
p a rti fw kw of tiM huMMOf at Htm Crmk uader tho walk 
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and gims of Hn^ Cfiitle, to be more flpeeifieally teM ftfter^ 
wards. And that was a final aiifietl of tlie Somers to 
her consort, the Cumberland ; for a few days after, a 
squall from the north which proved the commencement of 
a Norther, suddenly struck lier, while she was pressing on 
all canvas to intercept a sdl that had hove in sight. The 
squall threw her on her beams-end, and in ten minutes more 
she filled, and with her proud armament, spars, canvas, and 
equipments, she went down, a beautiful gem of the deep, to 
form a new palace for the coral insects and other marine dwel- 
lers in the lower tides of the sea ; and perhaps, to become the 
nudetis of a new reef on this coral-bound coast. 

The particulars of the story of this oatiCistrophe of the 
Soma's have been given by Dr. Wright, hinteelf an actor 
in the scene, in ''a well written description of the thrilling 
event. And Contmodore Perry's dispatches to the Depart- 
ment at home, covered the report of Lieutenant Semmesi 
then in command of the Somers. The report bears on the 
fkce of it the evidences 6f the self-possession and the gallant 
bearing which characterizes this gentlemanly officer of our 
service* While more ^an half of the crew Was lost, (thirty- 
nine in number, incruding Midshipmen Clemson and Hynson,) 
the eonduct of the officers and men on the occasion was be- 
yond all praise ; and the efibrts put forth by the British, 
French, and Spanish men-of-war, lying within sight of the 
catastrof>he, to rescue the men while in the sea, chafed into 
fory by a Norther, ha« received the thanks, the praise, and 
the admiration of all Americans. 

The action of the squadron having oommenced, in its de- 
monstrations along the coast, its movements were continued. 

Afl^ the taking of Tampico, the next demonstration of 
^e fleet was befbre Lagitna, a town of some commerce, and 
situated on an island in the take Terminos, in the state of 
Tabtsco. €ommod(»pe P^rry had command of the expe- 
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PREPARATIONS AGAINST YXRA CRUZ AND THE CASTLB. — ^THBIK 
INVESTJiENT ANP BOMBARPMSNT.— -TALL OF TB^ GITT AND 
CASTLE. 

It having been decided by the President of the United 
States that the Castle of San Juan de UUua should be atr 
tacked, and the city pf Vein Cruz taken» ample preparations 
at the north were being made in all the materiel necessary 
£>r securing a successful investment of the city» and storm. 
ing of the Casde. General Scott had been ordered to the com- 
mand of the Army, whioh was now to qperate at this pomt. 
All the rc^ukir force, as we have elsewhere seen, was de- 
tached from Greneral Taylor's command, and designated for 
Vera Cru^ Mortars — bomb-ketche%— shells and shiA-^ 
aad a vast preparation of all .t^ie materiel of war requisite 
for a grand e^rt on the part of both the Navy luid the 
Aro^ at Vera Cruz, were collected and forwarded, San 
Juan De UUua was deemed to be imprc^oable ta almost any 
conceivable force which could b^ brought against it. And 
yet the Navy only needed the order, to render it ready for 
any sacrifice which the bombardment of the Castle might 
oost ; aad every officer gloried in the .(^>porUuiity to ahon? 
to the nation and the world* thi^ none of the gallantry for 
which it had in other days b^a characterized and distin. 
guished, was wanting. As yet but /ew oj^rtunities had 
pies^ted themselves for the action of the Nevy, in this war. 
And circumstances had rather conspired to detract from its 
well earned fame, lis very rest, eveivwhen nothing oould 
be done — ^when nothing existed where it was possible for the 
Navy to demonstrfUe its capability a^d readiness for action, 
tended, wfaUe all w«s mso^smit and ^flaniiA the araiyj to 
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ihiw tiift Ifavjr^to thebft^-gm^Ad, ^c^mi» tttobe ImMI 
SfxmaS'SOBietbBig^difibre&t from that glorioaft ami of defence 
«HMi hiKl beaa wkkM m otiier ^y« &f tbe natioiH^ de^^ 
mad wkieh, hf its efaiTahric deede, hltd von glory, eoD^dow 
ratioByJUHliMtioaftl^i^^etkMtoitieHl Bmil^as ikeN&fy'* 
mifltnrtne ttal liexioo had no shifM to be tak6ii*-4io sqpiai- 
«» er fleet to lie amI^ Aad yet theve Vvb a geoerodt feeliBg 
fttnong ihe offioerl of thd Navy that eaused them lo rejcfoe 
intheauooeiaof theAvmy* For a whik, periMip^ bo£»re tfaia 
Meaiean war, t^ Army ImmI been lesa eateemed in the pnbUa 
regard tlnn the Nary. And it wn amatteref poeitivB feeling 
of^giedioeAioii on t&e parlof the Na;fy offieets, thai the r^«» 
laLT armyy «Meat ««tf ft€m4m§9tk€r apurce, even from ^ 
Mavy iteel^ had won tiw httHiee of I^o Ateo aod Reeaea de ki 
¥9hRtu B«t etiil, it aeeowd m ifigU^4ott9 atote of i«et ibr 
ti^ Navy lob» thus iaaetitre, or only engBgedia Uodtadlng 
forta againet the eptranoe of net^f^ sinps, ^md oeeaaiooatiy 
aterhaa^if eome shore hoata of the mieerahle ^oaal^ 
along these coral shores. The hazardous entei^aee of ai» 
tacking thaCaetle <^Ban^ Jaan de UUua, therefore, was a wel- 
come proposition to be entertained by the officers of the Navy ;. 
and the order that led to the preparations for the assault was 
a w^oome one. Bat even here, the Natry was cheated oat 
of its anticipated oJ)portunity for adding new glory to its weB 
earned &ine, by the Mexicans thmnseivea^ Bat this is a». 
ticlpating the action of the Army and Navy before Vera 
Cfu%f towards which the forces, l)oth of the land and 8e% 
Were now directed. 

. The rendezvous fodr the Army was the island of L^hott 
not very distant flrom Vera' Cruz and the ancliorage of th0 
fleet at Anton Lizardo. Thither the tram^portS) with the 
Army from the Brazos de Santiago and troops from other 
|KEHuts» New Orleaas and the north, gathered* Tl^sm tram- 
ports, with tnx^, cavalry and infantry, and the materiel for 



ifiiitiag •gMBil V«r« Cms nd tkfe G«Mk^ fctnifWiHd to 
«O0i« iixly ta ooe hundred sail. Thejr tritiisported aa emj 
of ujHvaid* of 12«0Q0 bmh, Umu wki«ti lhei» never wm« 
nore thoroughly equ^iped i»d well ftpportioaed aiaMOBMiity ia 
Ihe ivateriel, for &«icoo(»fol expedkloD agaiiMt an cneni^ 
tfupfneedtabaaaroageethold. The Anefioiai aqftedraa awali. 
ed the amvid of thie fleet of traoefiorts, M ks uswd anehefw 
age off Anton Liaafdo, where, with but hw oa8iia)tiee> the 
n ei o e ie mir eaa ni vely gatiieied in due time and otdeiv 9L§nea^ 
Uy to the eonoerted plaa of the General^iQ-chief ttf the Amy« 
It now beoMBBO the<kitj of the Nary to aet, in landuig 
Ihia butiiaiK feiee and the materiel for Ite t^)eratioo an the 
eaemy'a ahore. The partieaiajn of the diaemharfcadon of 
Ae tBoepa the, node of their miceaanfid landing— end thfc 
handaocne tnanaer in which aU thia, wkhout &ain|^ aooidbat 
gomnm§^ aoder the diffeiian of Gomtnodore Conner, waa 
aoeomfUehed, will be j^vaa in the bnfuage itaelf of the 
CoflMM»der«HHQhiaf of the nqaadriin^ la hie diapatch to the 
Beparlwawt, 

or Sacrifioios, March 10, 18^« { 

Sir : In ray la«t di«patc)i« dated on the 7Ui inat^ X infornoed the De- 
partment of the arrival of Major-General Scott at Anton Lizardo. Most 
ef tha^a«nieen»«ad tha maaariel of ihe Amy having sififed about the 
aame time, a speedy diaembcu-kation waa reaolved apon, it being quito im- 
portant chat we should eflect a landing before a norther should come on, 
m thia woeld delay ua two or three deya. After a j<dBt laooanolaHtaoa^ 
mada by the General and myself in the ateamer Fetrita, the beach dmm 
west from Sacrificios, one of the points spoken of in my previous letters, 
aaaaaleend aa the most aaitelble iar the parpaae. The aaehoraga aear 
this place being extremely contracted, it became aeceasary, in order tf 
avoid crowding it with an\indoe number of vessels, to transfer most of 
tiM traopa to tfaa vealela of war lor tranapartattan to Saertfieioa. Ac- 
cofdingly, on the morning of the dth, at dayHght. all necesftry prepari^ 
tions — such as laundhing and numbering the boats, 4etailing officers, Sc^ 
— having i>een previously made, tliia transfer waa commeiioed. The M- 
gatea received on boyrd between twenty-five and twenty-tight hundrtd 
men each, with their arms and accoutrements, and the sloops and smaller 
vvaaela manhera in preportion» Thia part of the novwnent wato aoei 
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l^ted Tf^^moontMLj aksivx 11 o'^elook A. H^ tm^tk ^ naiwitei iheapr 
after the squadfon uDder my command, accompanied by the commanding 
General, in the steamshipltfaeeftchiiaetts, and such of the tranq>ort8 as had 
been aeketed for the purpose, got under way. The weather was yery 
fine — ^indeed we could not hftve been more fieivored in this particular than 
we were. We had a fredi and j«t gsfitW br^ffse-iiram ihe ■9UtheMt,Mld 
a perfectly smooth sea. The passage to Sacrificios occupied us between 
two and .three hours. Each ship came in and anchored without the 
iidightest disorder or confusion, in the smaH space allotted to her--^the har- 
bor bemg BtiH rery mtM;h crowded; Qtttwi^isia»ding ih« tuaiiber «f tnofr 
ports we had left behind. The disembarkation cpmnsenped on the instant* 
Whilst we were transferring our troops from the ships to the suif-boats, 
^ iA Duvbei*,) I dioeeM the ite«i&ers^ ^Bi% aad Viasa aadtkcdv* 
gun boats to form a line parallel with and close into the beach, to cover 
TOe landing. This order was promptly executed, and these small vessels, 
&9m ^ i^tveis of their 4rti^t, w«re enabled to uke pos^ons within 
good grape-range of the shoise. As Uie boata severally received their 
complements of troops, they assembled in a line abreast, between 'the 
pn^t «nd the. gno'-boat* ; anil wtoraH were ready, > they pulied im (oge« 
ther, under the guidance of a number of the.ofiioers of the squadron, 
who had been detailed for this purpose. Gen. Worth commanded this, 
^ fifst line o{ ik^ ^rmy, and had the satiife^iOB of fornMng Ua ecn^ 
mand on the beaqh and n^ighboriag heights just before suaaet. Fqm 
thousand five hundred men were thus thrown on shore almost simulta- 
neoniy. N» cnrany uppeaml to ^Bn us the s)iglR«at eppe^ioa. The 
fint line beiiq; landed, the boats, in successive trips^ relieved the men-ofr 
war and transports of their remaining troops by ten o'clock ^ P. M. The 
wh^^anBy'(save a fewetfsggiing eompi^es) eonilstiag of upwaids of 
ten thousand m^ n, were thus sa^^ly deposited on shore, without the slight- 
est accident of any kind. The officers and seamen under my command 
fM with^«aeh other en ^us ooeoeion, in a zeeiooe and energetic per- 
isiiiaiMnce of their duty. I cannot but express to the Depaxtment itvt 
great satisfaction I have derived from witnessing their eflforts to contri- 
bute afl in their power to the suoeesa of their more fortanate brethriMi of 
,the Army. The weather still eon^uing fine, to-day we are engaged ill 
landing the artillery, horses, provisions, and other materiel. The steamer 
•New Orleans, with the Loirisiatta regiment of volenteers, 800 strong, ar- 
rived most oppertunely, at Anton l^ttwdo, jupt as we had put ourselvei 
in motion. She joined us, and her troops were landed with the rest. 
Ano^r transport arrived at ^s anchofage to-day. Her troops have 
also been landed. Qeneral Seottlies^aiow with him upwards of eievsn 
thousand men. At his request, I permitted the marines of the squadron, 
mider €^pt. Bdson, to join hiTn as a part of the 3d regiment of artillery. 
The GeBeral"in-ei]ief landed this morateg, |UEtd the army put keeif in 
motion at an early hour, to form its lines around the city. There has 
been some distant firing of shot and shells from the town and eastle upon 
the troops, as they advaneed^ but without result. I ais atiU of the opinion 
expressed in my previous communications, as to the inability of the eno- 
ray to biM out for any length of time. The castle has, at most, but four 
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0r §f^ #9€]ah piwiii<iiB0y um ^e town nb^iit eMof^ to last "fyt di6 aaflro 

I •m'^vciy tcspcctftillf, Stc. 

D. CONNER, 
OMRmaAilififf Home Sju&dron, 
Hen. 1. T. Misoir^Secreftary of t}ie Navf, Wtsimfgton. 

The t>riUiant scene presented by the di8ein]»a]rkadoa of 
•a mrmj of 12,000 nMA from the ships, so' successfully and 
beautifttlly conducted/ might well excite the adpairatiiCMi ao4 
^baitt tfao ialMfestod gsze of tho^^ b^iokters. The some has 
never been equalled on the continent of America, and no 
disemharka^oB on reeoid can bare surpassed it fer its suew 
dessfbl accomplishment. It has been compared lirith the 
laodiag of ti^ Freoeh Expec^on agaimt Algiara in IBM, 
which is said to have been one of the most comply arma- 
meota, in every rei^iaot, thi^ ever left Euvope. That «cpe- 
<Mon ** had been prepared with lab()r^ attention and expe- 
mnce; and nothing had be^n omitted to insure sueeeM, 
patti^&rly in the means and lacilities for landing the 
trocfs* Its di8Mi»faarki^k>a took pbee ia a wide bay, whadi 
was more favorable than an open beach ^ directly on the 
OQi^ha ; and, aa in the- present instance, it was made without 
any resistance on the part of the enemy. Yet, only 9,1)06 
men were land^.tha &rst day, and thirty to ^rty Uvea wei« 
lost- by accidents or upsetting of boats ; whereas, on the 
present oocaiuon, 12,000 men were landed in one day, with- 
out the slightest accident or the loss of a single lifb. The 
great credit of this, of course, belong to the Navy, uiidar 
whose orders and arrangem^its and by whose exiertions it 
was effected, and reflects the highest credit cm Commodore 
Cornier and the gallant (^cers and seamen belonging to the 
squadron*" 

The superb s^ene of this disembarkation would justly 
Itear yet minuter detail, than is given it in the dii^toh of 
Commodore Conner. " Order is the first law of nature ; 
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mod wherever it ezbts» concert of action and harmony pre* 
vail. In the Navy and the Army << obedience to order '' iu' 
the first law. And thus this successful and beautiful laad- 
ing of an army of 12,000 men was effected, as if by en* 
ehantment, by a correspondence with the orders of the Com* 
0Minder<in-0luef of the squadron, previously issued to the 
fleet. 

And thns was the .American Army successfully en* 
camped on the Mexican coast, and the city of Vera Gna 
imldenly invested. This last act of disembarking the forces 
by Conunodore Conner, enabled him, at this pdnt of the ope» 
jpati(xi8 in the Guli^ gracefully to retire from his command, 
which he has longer held than is usual for an officer at any 
one period of time. Comroodore Conner was now relieved by 
Conunodore Perry, who arrived on the station at this mo- 
ment, ailer a short absence in the steamer Mississippi to the 
United States* Commodore Conner, accordingly, in taking 
leave of his squadrcHi, addressed to the officers and men, 
with whom he had served for so many months in the Ghil^ 
an Appropriate and forewell letter. 

The American flag having thus been successfully plant* 
ed on the Mexican shores near Vera Cruz, oh the 9th of March, 
the line of investment around the city was immediately com- 
menced^ — General Worth holding the right, nearest the point 
of landing, General Patterson the centre, and Greneral Twiggs 
the left. In assuming these different positions, several skin 
mishes ensued between the Mexican and American troops, 
with slight losses to each party, while the Mexicans were 
driven in, as the American line steadily advanced ; until its 
lefl, under General Twiggs, rested on the sand beach north 
and west of the city, thus extending the line of investment 
from beach to beach in rear of the city, and cutting off all 
coomiunication with the interior. The whole length (^ the 
line of investment thus stretched itself some five miles in 

17 
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length. The intrenchments were commenced and carried 
* on, but a Norther occurring immediately after the landing of 
the American forces, it delayed the prepress of the woi^s — 
cutting off all communication with the shipping, and drifting 
the sand on shore like clouds of driven snow in a wintry cli- 
mate under the influence of the whirlwind and the storm. 
The heavy winds refilled the trenches already excavated, 
and delayed for some time the landing and getting into posi- 
tion the ordnance from the fleet. But the gale lulling, the 
works were carried on with new zeal and enthusiasm by the 
land forces ; and the Norther having had his blast out, the 
communication with the shore was re-established, and the mu- 
nitions of war, bombardment, and death, were conveyed with, 
the facility characteristic of the naval service, to the beach. 
The works, laid out by a skillful corps (^ engineer oficers, 
were rapidly advanced. Mortar batteries were erected — ^the 
sappers and miners nobly doing their duty^ — the artillery oc- 
cupying the batteries as rapidly as they were constructed, by 
mounting eight-inch howitzers for throwing shells, and twen- 
ty-four-pounders for sending round shot into the city. Ere 
long the batteries opened upon the city, at first with a slow fire, 
increasing as the number of their batteries from time to time 
augmented, tmtil from a shell thrown every five minutes, 
they were sent at the rate of one hundred and eighty in an 
hour. From the 22d to the 26th the batteries were playing 
upon the town, carrying destructi<»i, fire, sorrow, and death 
into the midst of the devoted city ; while for hours on hours 
the Mexicans threw back their missiles of vengeance ; but they 
mostly fell harmless in the trenches, or trailed themselves 
along the sand hills, and exploded or spent them^lves with 
but little effect — ^killing, however, a few privates, and Cap- 
tain J. R. Vinton, 3d artillery, a gallant ofiicer of great 
merit, while on duty in the trenches, and Captain William 
Alburtis, 2d infantry, on march while the troops were taking 
up the line of investment. 
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A heavy battery bad been constructed and given in cbai^e 
of the Navy, and designated as the Navy Battery, while the 
Marines of the squadron, under Captain Edson, served in the 
trenches. The Navy Battery was handsomely served, send- 
ing dei^octtOH With its heavy guns into the wretched town, 
&oin which^ at liours of night as by day, at intervals, the dis- 
tresses of the inhabitants were heard in the groans that came 
from the city. This battery served by the sailors received 
the especial attention of the enemy as they directed their con- 
centrated fire upon it to silence it; But it dealt out its pro- 
portion of scHrrow and death to the enemy, while it sufiered 
from the well-directed fire from the town."* 

But no city could long hold out before the array of such 
a force as was now inl^mming Vera Cruz with its 'line of 
circumvallation, and beneath the shower of shells and shot 
that were fiying by day and by night from the batteries of 
heavy ordnance which commanded the town, and were crumb- 
ling their buildings to the ground, and drenching their streets 
with blood. The night of the 25th of March was a terrible 

* ** Ab soon as our batteries were ready, and opened upon the city of 
Vera Cruz, the Vixen and Spitfire took a bold position near Punto de 
Homos, where, within range of the batteries of both city and castle, they 
remained all night, pouring in broadsides, till th^ir ammunition, supplied 
from time to time by the fleet, wasexhaustod. The spectacle was indeed 
exciting, (one might almost say ludicrous,) to see these small steamers in 
hostile attitude against the terrific battlements before them. But the gal- 
lant Tatnall, regardless of all odds, boldly proposed to his friend and com- 
rade. Sands, to approach and assail both town and castle at still closer 
quarters ; and it was done with promptness and alacrity, each towing in 
aeyeral small vessels — an act which called forth the admiration of the 
wbole squadron and army. A signal from the Commodore to recall them 
from their perilous post wds sufiered by their intrepid commanders to re- 
main, for a long time, unseen ; nor did they retire until an ofiicer was de- 
spatched by the Commodore in a boat, with poative orders, when they 
reluctantly backed out — the boat's crew whidh brought the peremptoiy 
command cheering them as they slowly retired," 
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one to the citizetia of Vera Cruz, and presented a seene of 
fearful magnificence to the distsuat beholder, while the dis- 
charges of shells, round shot, and rockets in rapid succes- 
mon, bore their devastation and havoc into the ill-fated city. 
^ parley was sounded from the walls during the night ; but 
it seems not to have been understood by the Amedcan lines. 
And at 8 o'clock on the morning of the 26th, a flag of truce, 
with the c^r on the part of the authorities, to Aurr^ider the 
town of Vera Cruz and the Castle of San Juan de UUua^ 
caused all firing to cease from the American batteries^ 

The conditions of surrender having been i^reed upon by 
the commissioners appointed by the two parties^ ob the 20tfa 
of March, the Mexican soldiers marched out of ihe city and 
stacked their arms, and the American forces occupied the 
town and the Castle-— giving to the Army and Navy of the 
United States of North America the strongest hold of the 
Mexican Republic, and perhaps the strongest ^irtifloation on 
the shores of the western omiinent. 



cArrusE OF alvarado. 

While the American armv was at rest for a moment at 

• 

Vera Cruz, preparatory to its movement towards the capital 
of Mexico, Commodore Perry and Greneral Soott leather 
arranged an expedition against Alyarado, which was to be 
conducted by a simultaneous attack by sea and land. The 
land force, 2000 strong, under General Quitman was to 
move by the road leading from Vera Cruz to Alvarado, and 
arrive at about the same time that the squadron would appear 
ofl* the mouth of the river. General Quitman's force ao* 
cordingly toc^ up its line of march for Alvarado ; and Com- 
modore Perry moved his squadron, consisting of the 

Steamer MissisBippi, now the FlaoShif^ 
Frigate Potomac, 
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Steamer Vixen, 
Steamer Spitfire^ 
Sloop Germentown, 
Sloop St. Mary's, 
Sloop Albany, 
Brig Porpoise, 
Sdiooner Reefer, 
Sdiooaer Petrel, 
Sckooaer Boako, 
Schopner Tampico, 
Schooner Falcon. 

With this force an attack was to be madoi simultaneous* 
ly, by land and sea, on Alvarado— -a place famous fer bar- 
ing twice disconcerted the Gulf Squadron, or caused it, 
ingloriously, as I have deemed it, to retire from before its 
forts. The responsibility of that retrograde movement has 
elsewhere been disposed of It certainly rested not on 
the subordinate officers of the squadron. 

Just at the time this third expedition against Alvarado 
was perfected, a little steamer nK>unting three gunsy and com- 
manded by Lieutenant C. G. Hunter, appeared off Vera 
Cruz. It was on the day of the surrender of the City and 
the Castle of San Juan de UHua to the American forces. 
The Lieutenant commanding reported to Commodore Perry ; 
and received from him orders to proceed down the coast— to 
report to Captain Samuel L. Breese-— and to blockade the 
river Alvarado. Off went the little steamer with its small 
complement of ofHcers and men, rather sad that they had 
arrived at^^Sacrificios a few days too late to be sharers in the 
honors of the bombardment and capture of Vera Cruz and 
her Castle. What were the purposes of the Lieutenant 
commanding in view of his mal-apropos time of arrival, 
the writer knows not. ^ut the action of his little command 
a few days afler, before Alvarado, has ceitainly made the 
capture of that place, Ihe standing joke rf the war. Juad 
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though the Lieutenant seemed to incur the responsibility of 
disobedience to orders, the odiufn of a court martial — and 
certain displeasure in certain quarters — ^yet it would seem 
equally to appear that his countrymen have sustained him 
in his action, and his government at home, informally, have 
approved his course by giving him a hew command ! 

But the serio-comical farce-— (perhaps it should be called 
without irony, the dashing and gallant move of the 
Lieutenant commanding the Scourge) — no doubt sur- 
prised the Commander-in-chief of the Home Squadron and 
Greneral Quitman of the shore forces, as much as it did the 
newspaper readers at the north. 

PRELUDE. 



« 



AitTON LiZARDOj April 4, 1847. 

*< The morning after, we were ordered by oar Commodore to proceed 
to Alvarado, to blockade that port. We got off the harbor about aandet, 
and began toi fire into the fort, when it became dark, and the surf being 
very heavy on the bar, with indications of a Norther, we were compelled 
to stand o^ and on, which we did daring the night. The next morning 
we stood in near the shore again, and began firing a second time into the 
fort, when several horsemen were seen coming down the beach, at fall 
gallop and bearing a white Bag. We hove to, to see what they wanted, 
when a boat was seen coming oat of the harbor, bearing a flag of the 
same kind, and commanded by the Captain of the port, who invited vm 
to take possession of the town. We stood up to the town and anchored, 
run out fmd pointed the guns, sent two officers with ei^t men ashore 
with a summons of unconditional surrender, with but thirty minutes time 
for doing it, — all of which was^ acceded to^ — and thus was taken by one 
little vessel of three guns and a bold Captain, the town of Alvarado, the 
bugbear of the Navy. Hearing that the Mexican General, with four 
hundred men, had gone up the river with several vessels, and munitions 
of war, we immediately pursued him, capturing on our way up, four 
schooners, one loaded with powder, &c., which they had run. upon a 
shoal and scuttled, which we burned ; two we brought down to Alvara- 
do, and the other we let them keep as being worthless. About 3 o^dock' 
in the morning we arrived at the city of Flacotalpam, fired a gun, and 
sent three officers with six men to summon the Alcalde to surrender. 

*' After the surrender of this place, which is a very pretty town, con- 
taining some seven thousand inhabitants, we returned to Alvarado, get- 
ting there about sunset. That night the Captain took Passed-Midship- 
man Temple and myself in his boat and weot up the river to asaast in 
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bringing down one of the prize-schooners. On oar way up we saw a 
large boat which we ran aboard and captured, and found her to contain 
ninety bales of cotton, with a quantity of dry goods and hides, worth 
three or four thousand dollars. Flaootalpam is about six or seven leagues 
up a river of The same name— the river is the most beautiful that I ever 
saw. In some places-the banks are one hundred feet high, covered with 
the richest verdure, with here and there a palmetto-roofed cottage look- 
ing as primitive as need be." 



ACT FIRST. — SCENE FIRST. 

Correspondence that passed between the high contract- 
ing powers on sea and on shore, at the fall of Alvarado. 

CommoMder Hunter to Lieut. Marin, 

U. S. Steamer Scourge, } 
Alvarado, March 31sr, 1847. ] 

Sm: — ^The surrender of the city must be made in thirty minutes from 
this time, and must be unconditional. If, at the expiration of that time, 
they do not agree to our terms, I will open upon the town and order the 
troops to advance. Very respectfully, &c , 

C. G. HUNTER, Com'g. 
Ta Lieut. M. C. Marin, U. S. N., 
lit the Government House, Alvarado. 



Commander Hunter to the Spanish ConeuL 

V. S. Steamer Scourge, ) 
Alvarado, March 3ist, 1847. \ 

Sir :— I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letler of 
this date ; and cordially answer your solicitations. All under your na- 
"^tional flag, and subjects of her Catholic Majesty of Spain, shall meet 
with the due considerations of friendship, and of tl^ friendly power which 
you represent. I have the honor, &c., 

C. G. HUNTER, Lt. Com'g. 
To Senor Don Francisco Sanchez, 

Vice Consul- H. C. M. of Spain, at Alvarada. 



Commander Hunter to Passed Midshipman Temple. 

U. S. Steamer Scourge, > 
Alvarado, March 31, 1847. ] 

Sir : — You will take charge of the forts in and about the city of Al- 
varado, and retain the command there until relieved by some superior 
officer. I am, sir, &c., 

CHAS. G. HUNTER, Lt. Com»g. 
To Wm. G. Temple, Passed Midshipman, 
on board U. S. Steamer Scourge. 
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The Demand for the Surrender of Flacotalpam, 

U. 8. Steamkr Sooub^, X 
Off Flacotalpam, Maidi 31, 1847. > 

SiRsT: — In order to aroid unnecessary bloodshed, and in accordance 
with the spirit and feeling of ciyilited nations, I demand, in the name c^ 
the United States of America, the entity and unconditional surrender of 
the city of Flacotalpam. I hare the honor, &c., 

C. G. HUNTER, Lt. Com'g. 
To the President and Ayuntamento 
of the city of Flacotalpam. 



Commander Hunter to Patted Mid^rpmmn Trimgh. 

U* S. Stzajise Scoubsb, April 1st, 1847. 

SiB : — You will ' proceed on board and take charge of the prize 
schooner now lying near this vessel. At high water ycm wiU get her off 
and take her down to Alvarado^ and report to me on your arrlTal. I 
am, &c., 

C. 6. HUNTER, Lt. CoB^g. 
To J. J. Pringle, Passed Midshipman 
on board the U. S. Steamer Scourge. 



ComnUMder Hunter to Commodore Ferry, 

U. S. Steamer Scousos, ? 
Alvarado, April 3, 1847. ( 

Sir : — ^Enclosed I send yon a letter from the Alcalde of Flacotalpam, 
enclosing a commtinication from the GoTemorof Cosamaloapam relative 
to seven men and one midshipman, prisoners whose release I demanded 
while at Flacotalpam. I have the honor, &lc., 

• C. G. HUNTER, Lt.Com*g. 
To Commodore M. C. Ferry, 
Commanding Gulf Squadron. 

Acting-Master Bankhead to Commander Hunter. 

U. S. Steamer Scourge, > 
Alvarado River, March 31, 1847. > 

Sir : — Agreeably to your orders I went on board of the Mexican 
schooner Matilda, and finding it impossible to get her off, owing to her 
having been scuttled previously, I destroyed every thing I could get at, 
and then set fire to her. She was loaded with munitions of war — prin- 
cipally powder, canister shot, and Congreve rockets. Ascertaining be- 
fore I left her that the fire had made such progress that it was impossible 
to extinguish it, I proceeded up ths river after the steamer. 

Respectfully your obedient servant, 

J. P. BANKHEAD, Acting Master. 
Lieut. Com. Hunter, 
U. S. Steamer Scourge. 



or 7H1 €»iri.F a^APEON. M5 

C9mmmmder Smnter t* Oommodort Ptrrf, 

U. S. Steameb Scoubos, ) 
AlTarado, April 2d, 1847. J 

Sir :^I have the honor to report that on the afternoon of the 30th 
ultimo, at about 5 o'clock, I arrived off the bar of this river ; that I im- 
mediately opened upon the forts with round shot and shelly but finding a 
heavy surf on the bar, and seeing indications of a Nortlwr, I stood off 
and on during the night. In the morning I again opened on the forts, 
when I discovered a white flag on the beach, and, shortly after, the cap- 
taiii of the port and a pilot came off with a flag of truce, oflfering a 
surrender of the place, and inibrming me that the Mexican troops (to the 
number of three or four hundred) had, after our attack, evacuated the 
forts and the city the night previous, having first fired all the gov- 
ernment vessels, spiked a portion of the guns and buried others in the 
sand. With a view of preventing any further destruction of public 
property, or a return of the Meiocaiis before your arrival, and for the 
pur{NDse of securing an unobstructed entrance for the squadron, I came 
in, anchored off the town, received their surrender, (a copy of which I 
herewith enclose,) hoisted the American flag under a salute of twenty- 
one guns, and then, hearing that the garrison of .the^ace were hastening 
up the river with two or three vessels loaded with arms, ammunitioii, and 
other public property, I left Passed-Midshipman Temple, with five men, 
in command of the place, and stood up the river after them. On the 
way up I^succeeded in capturing four schooners ; one I burned, as I could 
not get her off; another I left behind as worthless ; the thkd I towed 
down, and the fourth is now coming down under the comttiand of Passed 
MidsMpm^n Pringle. At 2 o'clock in the morning I anchored off Fla- 
cotalpam, a city of about 7000 inhabitants, sent Lieutenant Marin 
ashore to the alcalde, assembled the junta, and, demanded an entire and 
unconditional surrender within half an hour. My demands were at once 
complied with, and I herewith transmit a copy of their surrender. 

I am, &c., 

. C. G. HUNTER, Lt. Comd'g- 
To Commodore M. C. Perry, 

€k>mmander-in-chief (^ the Gulf Squadron. 



Passed- Midshipman Temple to Commander Hunter. 

Alvarado, April l9t, 1847. 
Sir ; — I have the honor to report, that in obedience to your order of 
yesterday, I have this afternoon delivered over the commanded the forts 
in and about this place, to Commodore Perry. 

I am sir, &.C., 

WM. G. TEMPLE, Passed Midshipman. 
To Lieut.^ C. G. Hunter, Com. 
U. S. Steamer Scourge. 



Passed Midshipmtm Pringle to Commander Hunter, 

Alvarado, April 2d, 1847. 
Sir : — I have the honor to report, that agreeably to your order of the 

17* 
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Ist instant, I wtnt wiA or prne crew on bottd flie sebMiier captured by 
oor boats on the evening o£ the Slst March — took possession of her — 
hauled her out of the ^eek in which she was lying, and this morning 
brought her down the river, and have anchored her off the town, near 
the Scourge. Respectfully yours, 

J. J. PRINGLE> Passed Midshipman. 
To Lieut. C. G. Hunter, commanding 
D. S. S. Scourge, Alvarado. 



THE TEBlfS CNF CAFITUULTION. 

Town of Flaeotalpam, Ist April, 1847—3 o'clock, A. M.--<Present, 
the constitutional Alcalde and citizens, who compose this iliustrions 
council on the one side ; and on the other, Captain C. G. Hunter, of the 
United States Steamer Scourge, accompanied by the Seeond-Lieutenaitt 
of that vessel, M. C. Marin *, the ol^ect being to enter into such negotia- 
tions as ^11 be suitable for d^e welfiire of the inhabitants, and better 
understanding with that nation, the terms expressed in the following 
articles were agreed to by both parties : — 

1st. The town of Flacotalpam hereby declaies ils perfect' neutrality 
towards the forces of the United States, and also its entire submission to 
them as long as existing circumstances continue. 

2d. In consideration of this, the said Captain, in the name of the 
government, whose commission he holds, binds himself that the rights 
of individuals shall be respected, as also their persons and private prop- 
erty, likewise the Catholic religion, and the free exercise of its forms of 
worship. 

And for the fulfillment and feitlifnl observance of this compa<;t, bo^ 
^e contracting parties hereby bind themselves by all the forms usual ; 
and in testimony of the same, they have hereby subscribed their names to 
two copies of this contract, each of the same tenor and date. Done by 
the Alcalde, presiding ofiker of this council, and4he before-named Second- 
Lieutenant, who assisted in arranging this negotiation, and who is com- 
missioned to sign for the before-mentioned Captain Charles G. Hunter. 

PEDRO ATALPICO. 
M. C. MARIN, Lieut. U. S. N. 

The town of ARarado having been left defenceless, surrenders itself 
to the United States Steamer Scourgei Captain C. G. Hunter, on the 
following conditions :— 

Ist. That the forces of the United States Will respect and protect the 
Roman Catholic religion. 

3d. That they solemnly guarantee complete and entire protection to 
the inhabitants of this town, and all species of property, it being dis- 
tinctly understood that no public edifice or private house shall be taken 
or used by the United States' forces, unless some previous arrangement 
shall have been made with the owners. 

JOSE RUIZ PARRA,Prea't of the Council. 
M. C. MARIN, Lieut. U. S. Navy. 

Alvarado^ 3l8t March^ 1847. 
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ACT SECOND.-'-HSCBNB SECOND. 

The Trialf Defence, and Reprimand of Lieut. Hunt&r, hrfore 

a Naval Court MartiaU 

OHABOSS AlTD SFBOIViOATIOllB. 

Charges and Specifications preferred by Commodore M. C. Perry, Com- 
mander-in'chief of the United States Naval Forces in the Gulf of 
Mexico, against Lieut. Chas, G. Hunter, Vnited States Navy, late 
commanding the U. S. Steamer Scourge. 

CHARaE First — Treating with contempt his superior, being in the 
execution of his office. 

Specification First — In that he, the said Lieutenant Charles G. Hunter, 
U. S. Navy, did on the 31st day of March, 1847, being then in the com- 
mand of the U. S. steamer Scourge, enter the port of Alvarado, and did 
there arrogate to himself, (the said Lieut. Charles G. Hunter,) the autho- 
rity and power, that are vested only in the Commander-in-chief, by en- 
tering into stipulations for, and receiving the surrender of Alvarado and 
its dependencies. 

Specification Second — In that the said Lieut. Charles G. Hunter, U. 
S. Navy, did en the Slst day of March, 1847, with the U. S. steamer 
Scourge under his command, proceed firom Alvarado to the town of Fla- 
cotalpam, without any orders or authority, and there demand the surren- 
der of the said town of Flacotalpam, and enter into and sign articles of ca- 
pitulation, although aware of the immediate approach of the Conmiand- 
cr-in-chief, to whom alone such powers are confided — thus treating with 
contempt the authority of his superior, being in the execution of his office. 

Specification Tliird — In that the said Lieut. Chas. G. Hunter, U. S. 
Navy, did, on the 31st day of March, 1847, in proceeding from Alvarado 
to Flacotalpam, capture four schooners, one of which he set on fire and 
burnt, and another he abandoned, thus substituting his own will for the 
discretion of the Commander-in-chief, who was wi&in a few hours' reach 
of communication, and treating with contempt the authority of his supe- 
rior ; all of which is in violation of the laws of the United States, as con- 
tained in ** an Act for the better government of the Navy of the United 
States, approved April 23d, 1800." 

Charge Second. — Disobedience of orders. 

Specification First — In that he, the said Lieut. Charles G. Hunter, U. 
S. Navy, having been ordered to report to Captain Samuel L.Breese,and 
to assist in blockading the port of Alvarado, did, in disobedience or dis- 
regard of said orders, enter the harbor and take possession of the town of 
Alvarado. 

Specification Second — In that he the said Lieut. Charles G. Hunter. U. 
S. Navy, having been ordered on the evening of the 1st April, to report 
himself in person to the Commander-in-chief, at his quarters in the town 
of Alvarado, at 10 o'clock, A. M., of the following morning, did disobey 
said order ; all of wluch is in violation of the laws of the United States, 
as contained in <* an Act for the better government of tl^e Navy of the 
United States, approved April 23d, 1800." 

M. C. PERRY, 
Commanding Home Squadron. 
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Mb. PBisiDBirT Ain> Gehtlembn of thb Cottbt. — ^1 will not trouble 
you with unneceasaiy verbiage, but proceed at once to the point. My 
orders were, (as stated in tibe 1st spec. 2d charge,) to report to Capt. 
Breese, and to assist in blookading Aivarado. 1 did not consider them 
(can they be fairly considered?) as forbidding me to annoy the enemy ifi 
every way in my power, or modifying in the slightest degree the general 
duty of every officer having a military command in time of war, to mo- 
lest and cripple the enemy in every possible way. On the evening of the 
30th of March, being sufficiently near, I opened upon the fort at Alva- 
rado with i^t and shells. Apprehensive of a Norther,! stood off and 
on during the night, with a strong breeze and rough sea. Towards 
morning. It having moderated, I stood close in to the bar, and again opened 
upon the forts. Shortly afterwards, I discovered two horsemen upon the 
beach, holding a white flag, and a boat crossing the bar At the same time. 
This boat brongbt me an c^r on the part of the authorities to surrender 
the city. Permit me here to observe, Mr, President, that as there are 
two sides to every question, so there may be two results to every afiair of 
this kind. Alvarado is now in our possession ; but let us suppose that it 
was not to be ; that we had been foiled a third time in our efforts to take 
it. What would have been my position, I say, if, having refused the 
offer of the town when the aothonties were ready to yield it, the Ame- 
rican forces had been a third time baffied in their efforts to capture it ? 
Mr. President, the worst that can now befall me, is a trifle to the infamy 
and disgrace which would have remained attached to my name, perhaps, 
long after I was in the grave. If you, Mr. President, (or any member of 
this honorable Court,) will fancy yourself in my place when the oflfer of 
capitulation reached me, I think you must perceive that it placed me in a 
difficult, most embarrassing position— one that might have got a much more 
experienced officer than myself into trouble. I had to decide upon the dis- 
obeying of my orders on the one hand, and the possibk consequences 
which my refusal to take such a responsibility might lend to on the other. 
I had to decide between two courses — the one leading to present personal 
safety, and the possibility of future infamy, and the other to some personal 
risk, perhaps, but by which the honor of the Navy and my honor, at least, 
were safe. I have stated thus the view which I took of my position, and the 
motives on which my actions were founded. I will not say, Mr. President, 
that under similar circumstances you would have taken a similar view of 
your position ; but I think I may say, without the danger of dissent here or 
elsewhere, that taking the same view I did, that you, or any other mem- 
ber of this honorable court, would have done just what I did. My sum- 
mons for the surrender of the city of " Alvarado," was not made until 
the authorities hesitating to sign the artides of capitulation, I thought 
myself entrapped : when it became necessary to use strong measures and 
strong language. Upon the reception of that summons, they signed the 
articles, and in the name of the United States of America, I took pos- 
session of ** Ahrarado *' and its dependencies. Shortly afterwards, I 
learned that after our attack the evening previous, the garrison had fired 
the public vesselsyspiked and buried their guns, placed a large quantity of 
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j9Teia&aeiit property, dasQy of BoaDttioni of war, o« board of seve- 
ral sooall veaids an4-were proceeding up the riyer ia the directk« 
of the eity <^ " Flacotalpam/' I followed, as I coneeiyed it to be my 
duty, and captured one of them loacted with anus, dte., that got aahore^ 
aad burned her to prevent her fidling into the han^ of the en^ny. Aur 
other, worthleas to onrseives or the enemy, I abandoned^ and two 
othera, I brought to " Alvarado." The pursuit of these vessels led 
me to the city of " Flacbtalpara/' where I arrived about two o'clock m. 
the morning; trusting to the suddenness of the attack, I ordered, the 
junta to assemble, and demanded, wiUiin thirty minutes, an aitire apd 
unconditimKd surrender^ and my demands were complied with. I con- 
tend, Mr. President and gentlemen of the Court, that all that happened 
after the capitulation of Alvarado, followed as a natural and neeessary 
consequence (not, however, foreseen by me) when I first accepted of their 
offer to surrender. I contend that my error consisted in the original dis- 
obedience of my orders, (Which, from what I have slfice learned, I re- 
gret,) and that what I did afterwards, I was in a great measure oUiged 
to do. Knowing that several small vessels of the enemy, laden with 
military stores, were within my reach, could I doubt that it was my duty 
to destroy or capture them 1 Seeing, from the conduct of the enemy at 
Alvarado, that a panic prevailed among them, and that there was a pros- 
pect of success, I demanded the immediate and unconditional surrender 
of Flacotalpam. I contend that these two acts followed as a necessary 
consequence to my first disobedience of orders. Of the motives that led 
to that step, I have made an honest exposition to the Court, and I hope 
that you will consider them, together with the difficulties of my position 
and my want of experience in such matters, as some palliation of my 
fault. I regret my error, apart from the trouble it has brought upon me. 
I regret it because it has given offence to the Commander-in-chief— (I 
speak from rumor only, I have no certain knowledge of the fact,)*-as I 
have heard there was an understanding between the Commander-in-chief 
and the commanding General ashore, that there was to be a combined 
attack made by the squadron and army, on these places ; it might thus 
seem that I had sought to rob of its just participation in this anair that 
arm of the service which in the progress of this war, has acquired for it- 
self and for our country, so much honor and glory. Nothing could be 
farther from my intentions — I knew nothing of any such understanding. 
One or two matters remain ro be touched upon. I am charged in the 
two first specifications of *the 1st charge with arrogating to myself the 
powers of Commander-in-chief, in signing articles of capitulation, &c., 
although aware of the immediate approach of the Commander-in-chiefl 
In regard to the first, my error was one of simple. ignorance. J knew 
that I had obtained possession of these places, and meant of course to 
hand them over to the first senior officer that might approach ; but I had 
not the remotest intention of exercising any of the powers of Com- 
mander-in-chief X knew, or perhaps I i^iould rather say had reason to 
believe, that the Commandej'-in-ohief would arrive in a short time ; but I 
did not know precisely when, still less did I know that he was nearer 
than Vera Cruz. 

In the 2d specification of the 2d charge, I am charged with having 
disobeyed an order to call at a specified time at the Coromander-in-chiern 
quarters. 
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Gentleiiieii, I was so absorbed by the difficnlties tkat msrwaoAtd me, 
that his order to me to report myself entirely escaped my recollection : 
this may seem a lame excuse, but it has at least the merit of tmth. But, 
Mr. President, none of ns are entirely free from oecasional acts of foi^t- 
falness ; the honorable member yesterday who gave in his testimony 
made a mistake, and I must s^y that the confidence with which I leare 
my case in his hands has been increased, by the handsome nuinner in 
which he corrected his error when reminded of it. 

. Mr. President and gentiemen of the Court, I have been mudi mortified 
and excited, by the many and numerous difficulties that surround me. I 
have aimed at nodiing but the glory of my country — the honor and dig- 
nity of the service to which I belong. I leave my case with perfect con- 
fidence in your hands. 

C. G. HUNTER, Lieut. Comd'g. 

FurDmas and. sENTBircB of the court. 

The first specification of the first charge proven. The second specifi- 
cation of the first charge proven. The third specification of the first 
charge proven. 

And the accused guilty of the first charge. 

The first specification of the second charge not proven, of the accused 
not having reported himself in person to Captain Samuel L. Breese, ac- 
cording to bis orders ; but proven that the accused entered the harbor of 
Alvarado, instead of assisting in blockading that port. 

The second specification of the second charge proven, and the accused 
guilty of the second charge. The Court then, upon due deliberation upon 
the above hidings, pronounced the following sentence : 

That the accused, Lieut. Charles G. Hunter, United States Navy, be 
dismissed from the United States Home Squadron, and reprimanded by 
the Commander-in-chief, which reprimand is to be read on the quarter- 
deck of every vessel of the squadron, in the presence of the officers and 
crew. 

The above is a true copy from the records of the Court. 
N J. BRYAN, Judge Advocate. 

THE REPRIMAND BY COMMODORE FERRY. 

UiOTED States Flaq Ship Mississtpfi, > 
Anton Liza'rdo, April 9, 1847. ^ 

Sir, — I enclose herewith the findings and sentence of the Court Mar- 
tial, convened on the 7th instant, for your trial, which imposes upon me 
the task of expressing, in the form of reprimand, my opinion of your con- 
duct as proven before the Court Martial. 

However lenient the sentence in your case may seem to be, t have 
approved it, as I can conceive of no punishment more severe than a dis- 
missal, in timeof war,fix>m a squadron actively engaged before the enemy. 
The sentence, while it condemns, in a most signal manner, your conduct, 
cuts you off fi^ further association in this squadron, with men whose 
patient endurance of the most trying duties, and whose character for cou- 
rage, obedience, and subordination, have won my highest approbation. 
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How difieitnt has been your corase ! Seara^ a ikiy on the etation^ 
and you disobey-orden, arrogate to yourself the duties belonging to a Gom- 
manderoin-dnef, talk of opening upon the town, and of ordering the 
troops to advance, when you had but one gun and not a solitary soldier, 
and "all for the purpose" (as you say) « of securing an unmolested en- 
trance of the sqoadrt»i into the river." 

It would be difficult, if not impossible, to point to anodier instance of 
similar folly ; and the most ^aritable construction that can be given to it 
is, that in the elation of a first command, you had truly imagined yourself 
actually in command of the naval and military detachments then ap- 
proaching and within a short distance of the scene of your exploits. 

With due respect, 

M. C. PERRY, 
Commander-in-chief of Home Squadron. 
To Lieut. Charles G. Huhteb, 
United States Navy. 



ACT THIRD. SCENE THIRD. 

CAPTXniE OF ALVABADO. 

IJnited States Flaq Ship Mississippi, ) 
Anchorage Anton Lizardo, April 4, 1847. S 

Sm : I have the honor to inform the department that immediately 
after the surrender of Vera Cruz, Gen. Scott and myself concerted mea- 
sure for taking possession of Alvarado. 

Although it was not expected that any defence would be made, it 
was thought advisable that strong detachments both of the Army and 
Navy, should be employed, in view of making an imposing demonstration 
in that direction. 

The southern brigade under General Ctuitman, was detached for this 
duty, and the naval movements were directed personally by myself 

As it had been anticipated, not the slightest opposition was ofiered 
by the enemy, and the river and town were quietly occupied on the 2d 
instant, by the combined forces of the Army and Navy. 

Geperal Quitman took up his line of march this morning, on his return 
to Vera Cmz, and I left for this anchorage to ftrrange an expedition to 
the north ; Captain Mayo, with a small naval detuchment, being placed 
in command of Alvarado and its dependencies, in which may be em- 
braced the populous town of Flacotalpam, situated about twenty milea 
up the river. 

In this expedition I have had the good fortune to become acquainted 
with General Quitman and many of the officers of his command, 
and have been gratified to observe a most cordial desire, as well with 
fhem as with the officers of the Navy, to foster a courteous and efficient 
tso-operationi 

The enemy, before evacuating the place, burnt all the public vessels, 
aud spiked or buried most of the guns : but those that wete concealed 
have been discovered, and I have directed die whole iHmibei^''ftbottt 
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nxty-^eidier to br destroyed or Mpped, witk tbo fhot* oa boftrd Uw gva^ 
boats, as diey may be foand of ssfficieitt Taioe to be remored* 

With great respect, I have the honor to be yoat Biost obedtent 
servant, 

M. C. PERRY, 
Commaiiding Home ^qnadroo. 
The Hon. JobH Y. Mascnt, 

Secretary of the Navy, WadiiBglon, D. C. 



ACT FOfrRTH.<»-<SCBSB FOUSTH. 

|Tbe United States schoooner Taney, Isring at the Brooklyn Navy-yard, 
was placed in conmiisnon on Tnesday, Lieat. Alvarado Hunter, com- 
mander. She sails in a few days for the Mediterranean. — AleatatHhia 
Gazette, Saturday morning , Aug, 28, 1847. 



CAPTURE OF TUXPAN. 

The movement of the Squadron under the active and 
energetic direction of Commodore Perry, contioued its opera- 
tions ; and Tuxpan was to be the next point of attack on 
'the Mexican coast. It will be remembered that it was off 
the bar of Tuxpan that the unfortunate Truxton struck — 
was wrecked, abandoned, and finally burned by the active 
oflScers of the Princeton, whose Commander gave a graphic 
description of the upsetting of the boats in the siirf in their 
attempts to fire the Truxton, and the successful confiagra- 
tion which scattered her ashes on the wide billows aroused 
by the Northers, Her gubs had been secured by the Mex- 
icans, and other materiel was saved from the wreck. The 
Navy envied the town of Tuxpan the possession of these 
trophies or relics of the gallant brig ; and Tui^pcm itself 
was now almost the only port of any consequence on the 
Mexican coast uik)cou pied by the Amerioansi after baving^ 
surrendered to our naval forces. Commodore Perry's dispiatch 
to the Secretary of the Navy, narrates the operation of th« 
forces of the Squadron, at Tuxpan, with sufficient detail of 
their action and siu^oess. 
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United Statbs Flag Ship Misisissiffi, \ 
At sea, off Vera Cruz, April 24, 1847. J 

Sir: Tuzpan being the only fortified place of- importance, ntnated 
OB the Gulf coast, not in our possesion, and conceiving it to be a point 
of honor as well as doty to reclaim ihe guns taken by the enemy from 
the wreck of the Trazton, and mounted with otheis for the defence of 
the river and town, T determined on attacking it, and left Sacrificios in 
this ship ibr that porpoeeon the 12th instant, having in tow the steam- 
ers Spitfire, Vixen and Scourge, and the gun-boats Bonito, Petrel, and 
Reefer, with a detachment of three hundred officers, seamen, and ma- 
rines from the Ohio, distributed in this and the smaller vessels. On the 
following day we arrived at Lobos, the appointed place of rendezvous. 
The Raritan, with a detachment of one hundred and eighty officers, sea- 
men and marines, from the Potomac, added to her own complement. 
The Albany, John Adams, and Germantown, with the bomb-vessels 
Vesuvius, ^tna, and Hecla, had been previously dispatched for Lobos, 
where they arrived in good time, and were subsequently joined by the 
Decatur. 

On the 15th all the vessels left Lobos, for the anchorage, under Tux- 
pan reef, but were separated by a Norther during the night. Having again 
concentrated on the morning of the 17th, the whole of that day was em- 
ployed in lightening the small vessels, jn sounding and buoying the 
channel of the bar, and in other preparations for ascending the river. 

The following morning (the 18th) the bar was safely crossed by the 
steamers and gun-boats, with about thirty barges filled with detach- 
ments from the different vessels at anchor outside, having with them 
four pieces of artillery. 

After crossing the bar I hoisted my flag on board the Spitfire, and 
immediately led up the river to the attack ; the steamers having the gun- 
boats and barges in tow, until we got into the range of the fire of the ene- 
my, when I ordered them to cast off :^ the gun-boats to follow up the ri- 
ver under sail, and the detachments in the barges to land with the ar- 
tillery and sCoim the forts and town. These orders were executed with 
extraordinary rapidity, while the flotilla continued its course up the 
river, and driving by its well directed fire, the enemy from his defences. 

The dispositions of the enemy for defence were judicious ; they con- 
sisted of two forts on the right, and one on the left bank of the river, 
with positions well selected for commanding the reaches of the stream. 
They had seven guns mounted, and detachments of infentry firing from 
the forts and the thick chapparal along the margin of the left bttnk. 

General Cos, chief of the windward military division of the Mezi- 
ican army, was in command, and had with him, as is believed from the 
evidence of his order-book, about 650 rank and file. 

But if the dispositions for defence were judicious, the defence itself 
was feeble ; though, had it been more obstinate, the results would have 
been the same, for I cannot exaggerate the intrepidity of our officers and 
men, or say too much of the spirit that animated them. 

The Truxton's guns were brought off, and the others destroyed ; the 
fortf were also destroyed. 
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Our loss in the attack has been small — ^fourteen killed and wounded. 
The enclosed papers will furnish all necessary details. 

The Albany and Reefer have been left to watch Tnzpaa ; the Hecla 
k ordered to blockade Soto de la Marina ; the ^tna to occupy the 
river Tabasco ; and the Vesuvius and Porpoise the port of Lagona, 
while the Grermantown is scouring the coast north of Lobos. 
I am, BIT, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 

M. C. PERRY, 
Comma&dmg Home Sqadren. 
The Hon. Jobk Y. Mason, 

Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 

TrxFUf, April 19, 1847. 

Sm : I have the honor to* report that, on the 18th inst., the forces 
tinder my cpmrnand were landed from the steamers and gun-boats under 
the fire of the enemy's forts, for the purpose of executing your orders, to 
take them by assault. The men, headed by their several offieen, pro- 
ceeded with ardor and zeal to the accomplishment of the duty. The 
works, however, before the seamen could reach them, were successively 
abandoned ; the defenders ofiering no very serious resistance. The guns 
on the fort of the right bank were immediately spiked or disabled, and 
the ammunition destroyed. The boats then crossed to the left bank, and 
drove the enemy froiA the fort " Hospital," pursuing them through the 
town to the chapparal, in which they dispersed. 

Where, notwithstanding the strength of position, resistance was so 
feeble, and of so desultory a character, little opportunity was presented 
for the exhibition of individual gallantry ; and where all did so well their 
duty, it would be difiic^It and invidious to particularize. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

SAMUEL L. BREESE, Captain. 

Commodore M. C. Perry, 
Commanding Home Squadron, Gulf of Mexico. 

The expedition ugainst Toxpan consisted of the following force— all 
under the cqmmand of Commodore M. C. Perry : 
The steamer Spitfire, Commander J. Tatnall. 
The steamer Vixen, Commander J. R. Sands. 
The schooner Bonito, Lieut. Com. T. G. Benhara. 
The schooner Petrel, Lieut. Com. T. D. Shaw. 
The steamer Scourge, Lieut. S. Lockwood. 
The schooner Reefer, Lieut Com. Thos. Turner. 

Detachments of officers and men from the different vessels of the squad- 
rouy composing the landing party, under the command of Captain 
Samuel L, Breese, 

Officers. Sea. b; Mar. Total. 
Flog-ship Mississippi, Lieut. J. Decamp, 20 160 180 

Potomac, Lieut. E. R.Thompson, . . 7 175 182 

Ohio, Commander L. M. Goldsborough, 16 320 336 

Albany, Capt. S. L. Breese, .... 7 109 116 

Raritan, Capt. F. Forrest, 7 190 197 
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John Adams, Com. W. J. MoClaney, . 
Decatur, Commander R. S. Pinkney, . 
Germantown, Commander F. Buchanan, 
Vesuvius, Commander G. A. Magrader, 
£ma. Commander G. J. Van Brunt, . 
Hecla, Lient. Commanding A. B. Fairfax, 

1490 

Four pieces of artillery, respectively commanded by Commander 
Magruder, Ideats. Fairfta and Blunt, and Acting Sailing-Master Rodgers^ 
all under the command of Commander McKenzie. 

Among the wounded in this expedition were commander 
Tatnall of the Spitfire, Flag Lieutenant James L. Parker, 
aid to the CohinKxiore ; Lieutenant Whittle, of the ship Ohio, 
and Lieut. Hartstene, of the brig Hecla. 

After the capture of Tuxpan, and the return of the forces 
to their usual anchorage, the Saint Mary^s prepared to leave 
the squadron for home, bearing some of the trophies of the 
war. The Saint Mary's had long been in the Gulf, and 
had done much service. Originally intended for the cruise 
of the Mediterranean, like the Cumberland, her destination 
was changed to the Gulf, to meet the exigencies which the 
critical affairs between the Republic of Mexico and the 
United States created. To this ship the lamented Morris 
was originally attached. Right glad, I doubt not, was this 
ship's fine company of officers, to be relieved from a station, 
on which they had been so long and constantly ^nployed. 
Commander Sands, late of the steamer Vixen, also returned 
in the Saint Mary's, haying in charge the trophies of the 
war, forwarded by this ship to the United States. 

SBCOND ATTACK ON TABASCO, AND CAPTURE OF THE CITY. 

When Commodore Perry, at an earlier date of the opera- 
tion of the fleet, visited Tabasco, capturing their small ves- 
s^ and eteamers and bombarding the town, he retired from 
before the city, after the representations of die foreign consuls 
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were made to him, and partly, at least, from consideraiions 
of humanity. The town certainly was at his mercy, lying 
within musket-shot range of his large guns, and might have 
heen demolished. And yet, it is no more than justice to the 
leader of the Mexican forces, then at Tabasco, to state that 
he obstinately refused to surrender the town in obedience to 
the demand made upon him by a deputation firom the Com- 
mander of the forces then lying before the town ; and that 
the party of sailors and marines which were landed at the 
moment of the yessels reaching the placcj^ were recalled, 
without an engagement with the enemy. And the Amer- 
ican forces retiring from before Tabasco, as they di<]^ 
though th^ had secured the vessels then lying in the river, 
which was the principal object of ihe expedition, gave rise to 
a boastful reference always on the part of the Mexicans, tp 
the first afiair at Tabasco. They said that the American for- 
ces had been nece^dttUed to retire before the superior courage 
and prowess of the Mexican arms, which opposed them at 
this point It is believed, therefore, that there was a little 
professional sensitiveness felt on the part of the American 
Commodore, in view of the bravado of the Tahascanas, They 
declared that they were ready again to receive the Ameri- 
cans, and would be glad once more to measure their long 
guns and their short guns with them. 

AU other ports along the coast being now in posseseion oi 
the fleet, and held by detachments from the squadron or 
army, Comipodore Peiu'y directed his attenticHi to this town, 
some sixty miles up the Tabasco river, though Frontera, at 
the mouth of the river, had been held by a blockading force 
since the first attack on Tabasco. The force detailed for the 
different ships was a large one, and the smaller vessels of 
the squadron were used for the expedition«*-as the Scorpion, 
fitromboli, Vesuvius, Etna, Spitfire, Scourge, Yixen-*-HMimes 
of themselves soffideatly terrific, one would think, ki fvight- 
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en the pec^ of TabiLseo from all t^iraislf.oonplaoexiey, for 
years to come, notwithstanding the usual grandiloqence for 
which the language of the Mexleana is. famous. Washings 
ton, a name added to the above list, is of less formidable 
sound, but ever the watchword for all virtuous, and noble, 
and patriotic action. 

The dispatches of Commodore Perry will afford the evi- 
dences of the success of this, the latest expedHion of the Gulf 
Squadron^ 

United States Flao Ship Mississippi, ) 
Off Tabasco River, June 24, 1847. J 

Sir I'—Htmng in my commiuiication of the 8th inst. infonned the De* 
pvrttneBt of mjr intentioii no longer to delmy the attaek. opontha enemy's 
forces ooncentrated near the city of Tabasco, I anchored on the 13th off 
the bar of the river, with a detachment of the squadron, consisting of tba 
AfissisBippi, Albany, Raritan, John Adains, Decatar,Germantown, Strom* 
boli, Vesuvius, Washington, and the steausers Spitfire, Scorpion, Scourge, 
and Yizen— the JBtna and Benito being stationed in the river. 

On the 14th, the flo^ia having erased the bar, the barges and «nf 
boats, ocHitaining seven pieces of artillery, and as many offioera, seamen, 
and marines as could be spared firom each of the vessels at andior <mt- 
aide, with » detachment oif forty seamen and marines firom the Potomao, 
weire then towed by the steamers across the bar, and, joining the vesseb 
at Frontera, the whole force was formed into^ line, and proceeded up the 
river in the following order : 

The Scinpion, bearing my Pennant, leading the van, having in tow the 
Vesnvios and Washington, and tibe boats of the Mississippi and Jdkn 
Adains; 

The Spitfire, with the Stromboli and Bonito, and boats of the Albany; 

The Scourge, with the American mendiant vessel Spitfire, having on 
board Capt. G. W. Taylor, with his sub-marine apparatus ; ^ 

The Vixen with the iBtna, and the boats of the Raritan, Decatur, and 
Cnermantown. 

When, on the following day, the flotilla having arrived within thir^ 
miles of the city, information was obtained firom an Indian that the ene- 
my had thrown up breastworks in the Uiick chappaml lining the banks of 
the river, at three different points, where ^y had posted in amhosh arra^" 
ed parties in considerable force. 

From all the positions indicated by the IndHin,4he vessels and boats 
i»ere fired upon ; bat the fire of the enemy was immediately silenced by 
our great guns and musketry. At the second position one of the seamen 
of the Vesuvius was severely wounded ; and at the third Lieut. Wm. May 
feoeivedan escopette baU in his arm, and three men were slightly wound* 
ed. Lient. May, at the time of receiving his wound, was engaged in 
eo-operaUng with Lieat. James Alden, in sounding and examining th^ 
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^bt tractf am plaeed by the taem j in the chtnid, dkv^tljr opporfce to Ae 
breastwork. 

Considering it doobtfiil whether the steamers could pass the obstmc- 
tions without inconyenlent delay, and being anxious to reach the main 
body of the enemy, I ordered their commanders to nse every effort to 
ascend the river, and determined myself not to wait the experiment, bat 
to land with the ^^ntry and artillery. Having previously made all the 
arrangements for landing and forming the line of match, the barges and 
sorf-boats were manned and formed opposite to the point selected for the 
landing, caUed the v Seven Palm Trees,** and near to the third entrench- 
ment of the enemy, which had been a moment before raked by the great 
gnns of the flotilla. 

Every thing being in readiness, I took the lead with my beat, aeeom- 
panied by Capt. Mayo {a volunteer, and acting as adjutant general) in 
another boat ; and, giving the order to go ahead, the whole force, witii 
three hearty cheers, pushed for the shore, landed, and formed in separate 
colamns on the bank, under the direction of Capt. Majro. In the space 
of ten minutes every officer and man was on shore and in position, wi^ 
seven pieoes of artillery, which were taken from the boats and hauled up 
a bank twenty feet in height, and nearly perpendicular, by the main 
strength of the officers and men attached to them : boats were then sent 
for the three pieces belonging to the bomb-vessels ; and in twenty-five mi- 
nutes the entire column, of more than eleven hundred strong, with ten 
pieces of artilleiy, was in motion towards the city, its march, however, 
was very much retarded by the difficulty of moving through the high 
prairie grass and the occasional thidiets of chapparal ; yet in opposition 
to all the obstacles which presented themselves, and the excessive heat of 
the day, the column moved steadily on, preceded by the pioneers, and 
driving back with its artillery and advance guard the outposts of the ene- 
my, entrenched by breastworks. 

Meanwhile, the steamers had succeeded in erosring the obstructions in 
the channel, and proceeded gallantly up, in foce of t& fire of the main 
battery of six guns, and a body of infantry lining the entrenchments ; and 
after exchanging a few shots, with but slight injury^ to us, ^ enemy re- 
tired hastily from their defences — a measure undoubtedly precipitated by 
the proximity of our advancing column. 

At a little after 4 in the iSemoon, I entered the city with the entire 
force of infantry and artillery, and took quiet possession of the public 
quarters. 

In the fetiguing march from the landing place to the city — a distance 
of nine miles — I was struck, as I often have been before, with the univer- 
sal enthusiasm exhibited by the officers and men, and with the extraordi- 
nary efforts which they made on this occasion to keep the artillery in Une. 
hi ^e riurmishes with the outposts of the enemy, our advance displayed 
much order and military skill, and the entire Une conducted in a manner 
worthy of veteran soldiers. 

If I were to undertake to particularize tire gallant and judicious con- 
duct of the officers, I should be obliged to name them all ; hence I beg 
to refer to the enclosed papers, (marked A and B), which contain the 
names of aU who were engaged in the expedition, stating the reiqpeetive 
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duties asBigned to them. I also refer the Department to the report of the 
senior meiScal officer of the expedition. 

From the best information I have been able to obtain, from several 
sonrces, the enem3r'8 force in action on the 16th maybe estimated at four- 
teen hundred strong, and their loss about thirty killed ; which, compared 
widi the force under my command, and considering the advantages of his 
fortified position, may render the smallness of our loss remarkable. 
I tan, mr, with great respect, your ob't serv't, 

M. €. PERRY, 
Commanding Home Squadron. 
The Hon. John Y. Mason, 

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 

A. 

The expedition against Tabasco consisted of the following force, all 
nnder the command of Commodore Perry, June 16th, 1847 : 

Steamer Scorpion, Conomander A. Bigf^low, 
Bomb vessel Stromboli, •< W. S. Walker, 

" '* Vesuvius, " G. A. Magruder^ 

" *' Etna, " G. J. Van Brunt, 

Steamer Spitfire, Lieut. Comd'g S. S. Lee, 
" Scourge, ** *' S. Lockwood^ 

" Vixen, " " W. Smith, 

Brig Washington, *' « S.P.Lee, 

Schooner Bonito, ** *' J. M. Berrien. 

DXTACHMBRTS FROM VsSSSLS. 

Seamsn, 

Offiotrt. Marines. Total. 

Mianssippi, Com'r H. A. Adams, . . 
Albany, Capt. S. L. Breese, . • . • 
Raritan, Capt. F. Forrest, .... 
John Adams, Com'r W. J. McClaney, 
Decatur, Lieut. W. H. Ball, . . . 
Germantown, Com'r F. Buchanan 
Stromboli, Com'r W. S. Walker, . . 
Vesuvius, Com'r G. A. Magruder, 
Etna, Com'r G. J. Van Brunt; . . 
Washington, Lieut. Com'g S. P. Lee, 



26 233 259 

9 135 144 

9 233 242 

8 133 141 

8 104 112 

10 120 130 

4 22 26 

3 28 31 

4 26 30 
6 30 36 



Potomac (at Vera Cruz), Lieut. Stellwagen, .2 20 22 

89 1084 1173 

Artillery, from the above force, in four divisions, commanded by 
Commanders Walker, Mackenzie, Magruder, And Van Brunt. 

Flag Guard, 

Lieut. James L. Parker, the seamen ; Lieut. F. G. Mayson, marines. 
Marines, when concentrated, by Capt. Edson. 

Proneers, composed of engineers, firemen, and seamen, by Liest. 
Maynard. 
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B. 

Fofce9 landed from ike Flotilla on the ISth June, to attack Tabasco, 
the whole under the command of the Commander-in-chief, Com, 
M. C. Perry, 

Staff, — IdevLt. James L. Parker, Flag Lieut., Com'g Flag Guard of 
Seamen ; Paraers Nathaniel Wilson^ Wm. H. Kennon, J. G. Harria ; 
Middiipmen T. S. FiUebrown, Joe. B. Smith, and Adnen Deslonde. 

Ao^g Adj. General Capt. Isaac Mayo. 

Aids. — Acting Master M. C. Perry, jr. ; Passed Midshipman, A. N. 
Smith ; Midshipman H. H. Key ; Clerk O. Flosser. 

Ihfantkt. 
Firet Divioion. — Capt. S. L. Breese. 

Alban3^s.detachment.-*Lieats. C. R. P. Redgos, B. S. Gant ; Passed 
Midshipmen J. W. Bennet, Charles Dyer, Jr. ; MideAiipmen G. W. Mor^ 
ris (aid), J. F. MiUigan. 

Brig Washington's detachment. — ^Lient. Gom'g S. P. Lee ; Lients. 
B F. Sands, J. R. Mallaney ; Acting Master Gastayns Fox ; Passed 
Midshipman R. Aolick ; Cleik Henry Moses. 

Mississippfs detachment. — Com*r H. A. Adams ; Lients. James Al- 
den, William May ; Passed Midshipman E. R. Calhoan ; Midshipmen 
Jeflferson Maury, T. B. Wainright. 

Potomac's Detachment. — Lient. H. S. Stellwagen; Midshipman 
Angnstos McLaughlin. 

Second Division. — Capt French Forrest. 

Raritan's detachment. — Lients. M. G. L. Ckubome, Wm. A. Parker ; 
Passed Midshipman Francis Gregory ; Midshipmen F. G. Clarke, C. 
Gray ; Clerk H. Watson ; Boatswain John Monroe. 

Decatar's detachment.-*Lieats. W. H. Ball, E. T. Sfanbriek, N. 
Collins ; Passed Midshipman Pierce Crosby ; Midshipmen Malaehi Ford, 
E. T. Carmichael. 

Third Division, — Commander W. J. McClaney. 

John Adams' detachment — Lieut. C. F. M. Spotswood ; Acting Mas- 
ter G. W. Rodgers ; Mid^ipmen A. W. Habersham, Daniel L. Baine. 

Germantown's detachment — Commander F. Buchanan ; Acting Mas- 
ter H. Rolando ; Midshipmen J. L. Breese (aid), L. C. Sawyer, T. H. 
Looker, W, L. Powell, Felix Grundy, William Leigh. 

Artillery. 

First Division. — Commander W. S. Walker. 

Lients. Gnert Gansevoort, J. R. Tucker, J. S. Biddle ; Midshipmen 
Jno. Gale, J. McL. Murphy ; Gunner G. J. Mardiall ; Boats^in W. Col- 
son ; Master's Mate J. M. Ballard. 

Second Division. — Commander A. S. McKenzie. 

Lieutenants H. C. Flag, (aid,) O. H. Perry, Simon F. Blunt ; Acting 
Master T. M. Croasan; Passed Midshipmen Wm. Neilson, D. H. 
Lynch : Gunner Samuel Allen. 
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Third i>>OTwgn.-— CcmitMidty George A. Magrnder. 

Lieuts. T. A. Jenkins, A. L. Case ; Acting Master F. Key -Murray ; 
Mktohipman D. F. MeCorkle. 

Fn9ik 2>ii?iMaii.--Ck>sunaBd«r O. J. Vaa Brant. 

Lkm. B. F. SlMOtuck ; Actifitf Maslier C. W. Place i MkUblpttuui 
J. Rocheile. 

Surgeons — S&mael Bttrrington, Solomon Sliarps, Lewis W. Minor, Kf- 
QMn Pmkiiey : Passed AsabtaiMft Jobs fiastiogs, L. & WiUifaii% J* H. 
Wright ; Assistant T. B. Steele. 

Pioneers — Lietit. Lafayette Maynard ; Midshipman fV. H. Parker, 
6eiD. S. KiBf ^ Ctefk A* DoiMy ; Fim A a s iawmi Eipofer Jaakwi W^ 
lansbee. 

Marine detaefament— Cdpt. Alvin fidaon ; lieots. W. B. &ktk, W. 
L. Sknttlcwor^^M. E. J^ntang, Qeorgs Afkmeii F.G« Um^am Qi^af 
vianding Qag-guard marines), W. F. Perry. 

Officers wounded : Lieut. May of the Mississippi ; Passed Midships 
sMm HudvM ef tfarBcoi^^ft. 



THE feAElTAN^S KfilTOTlN. 

Afler the ^q^tim agaiMC Tab&aoo bad fU^MMfuHjr 
iKs<iom|^k^ied the object IcMr wbieh it was origitsated, tbe 
Frwate Eabitas^ Capt«ki Frwaeh Forre^ waa cbMi^atohed 
hometoard bounds beajring tSaie Coamtocbre'a o^ials^ ao- 
noutieiiig the suceeMful oec^atiot of the town of TahaaoQ. 
And the Baritan was masned by the er%k)a( cvew of the 
Cumberlaad, whioh waa tMu»afepred, on the Guiabeirlaod'a 
kavis^ the atatk^^ as, he&oQ narrated. With the offioefa 
and crew of the Cumberland, shQ had remailied a4 the Fhig 
Ship, during the continuance of Colnmodore Conueir on the 
station. And now, she made her way back a^ain from her 
loE^ ciruisiiig--^oo long-^as before she j^ttn^d the QuHi 
Squad roBy the ship had been three years on the Bfaail atBi- 
tion. And she was returnij^ with many invalids^ both ef 
her own crew and from other ships of the squadron. And 
some worthy ones lAe left on her way, never to return to 
their native lasd. 

18 
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CAPTAm BDSOlf, 

the gallant Captain of Marines, distkigut^ed lor liis noUe 
personal appearftoce, as also ibr his fine militarj character 
and bearing, died, while the ship Ibr a moment lingered at 
Havana* How vividly doea his t^ figure re-appear befi:)re 
me, 88 he stood at my state-room door, on an evening just 
be&JPe Ae expedition^ which, then it was believed,^ would be 
^ne WfMt cnlieal oeoados on which he would Im called to 
laad his oommand in the war« It was then, and to him, I 
j^edged to make brown hm leelings Ibr his son* to tiie De- 
partment, ^KHild he fall in the attack that was contemplated. 
But he survived ; and during his services on the stc^kNi, has 
been often exposed — having been, with his marines, gener- 
ally in the advance in all the attacks made at the different 
places which the squadron has taken. And at Vera Cruz, 
he, .with his command, during the iBvestment of that place, 
was ^m first to open, add last 1o leave the trmiches. And 
when detaelied with his three companies ftom the Dd artiU 
levy, with whom he had acted at the siege of Vera Croz, 
his services aisd those onder b^ w«ie warmly aoktidwledged, 
both l^ Generals Scott and Wori^. Havmg escaped the 
shc^ of the enemy, he Iraa reserved to fall by the insidious 
disease of the climate, aftd died on bowrd the lUritftn) the 
J5th of July, 1W7. And 

YOXmQ STOASR, 

too, was a ehfpmale with me in the Cumberland, the son of 
Commodore Storer, and was characterized for his anniaUe 
^aracter and professional pnnnise. . And 

UMUTE^AUT JAMES h. TAJBLKSM, 

was another shipmate, and a messmate on board tlie Cum- 

* See Page 295. 
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berland. He was hrmty HBaMumiog , aocompUabed. Well 
db I know he wkhed to ^disftingmsh himself in this w«r, by- 
tome deed that riMuld secure htm the oonaidermtion whiok 
every naval and miHtuy man longs fiir, as naturally as he 
hreathes. And he would have cut out the vessels at Alva* 
rado, had he been albwed to have his own way, I doubt not. 
He was the temmanding officer in the daring feat ef burmng 
the Cze^ under the walls of the castle of San Juan de 
Ullu»-*-waB severely wounded at Tuxpan***ahd deserves al 
&e conamendation which- Commodore Perry bestows upon 
him, in his dispatch to the Department. 

PiMce^ then to your spii^,.£dson, Morris, Parirer, Storer ! 
And: I might add other names, (and how many !) of officers 
of the Heme Squalen, who have died, either by casualties, 
^«xposure, or c^sease, from the eomrnenoemeitt of tfai»war to 
this period <»f^the story of the Gulf Squadron. And the 
long duty of some b£ the ships on this statirai, unless ^aej 
AM be soon recalled and \hdr places supplied by other 
vessels^ will swell the list, to the distress of many aching 
hearts. It would seem that the fearfUl arm of a terrible 
power as soeaetimes it is developed on this coast, more 
•dreadful and certain ftaa the tyranny of kings, has begun 
to make its presence felt in -the squadron. May a' ^)od 
Providence, more powerful than death itself with its agen^ 
cies of the wmiio mid ytU&w fwer^ save the squadron 
from the fearful footsteps of his pasfMige through the fleet. 
The towns along the coast having now yielded to the Ameri- 
can Flag, the ships will have time to recruit themeelves l^ 
movements seaward ; and the exposures on shore expedi- 
tions for the future, in a great measure may be avoided. •' The 
squadron has accomplished ewery thing which the coast can 
present for its achievemeiit. And though the glory it has won 
may be deemed of but little account, yet the patience of en- 
durance, exposure,, and long continuance within an ener- 
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tatttg dnMde, kaw boc» ^ expesiemM of nftny officers 
vf the fleets while th«t fleet iitnlf has dime all that oouH be 
acooaiidiBlled agaiast a nafebii w^iout a navy— a, pe^le wilfa^ 
ottt a oo8ainCTce^-4U[id a aeaboaMl either undefended ear whieJi 
generally wkfaout d^ay aurrenderfd, whettevegr a desaooafeea^ 
tioB (^ a ibree waa made befive ItBlowDaaBd'eitiee. Itis^ot 
heitybat a poor jaoeedUie Nary could gam^ fi» its pfoaipt a^ 
leady aeticm & the Mexioan Gulf. Itneedsqi^e aaodier fidd 
far tiie eadiilHtioBof its piroweee than this Memotm wttr titer 
hdm preeei^ed or oan a^Sntd lor naval aohsBveiiieBt and tim- 
umph. 

Here, tben^ it ie fit ^knt I afaould end ^le 8tx»y d" The 
Bboad ¥msNjjMT OF ms Chtup Si^jldsok; it ia at Ae pdet 
when the ship^i <$eaipeBy with whom i origQudly aa^ed firoa 
the United States^ have letnvned £rana the war. It ia when 
tiie Squadron has in its posseesion Um hH town on the «c- 
teoded MaKioaii coswt whi<^ lemcdned up to the time of 
which I DOW wrke, fer the last expedkioB ef the naval Ibroea 
to reduce and occupy. And it is at a mement when it is juat 
that the ahips should disperse, on their various courses sea- 
ward, for gaining a healthlul air to recruit the strength of 
timr debUltatod crews. Heaven send them health, proteo^ 
tbn, and ^e long, final eessatioa to hostilities ; and to the 
two repuMics a lasting amity and peace. 

And hme, the limits prescribed to thie volume, as w^ 
aa the point of the presesnt action of tke Am^rieaa Army, 
hringa me near to the cendusioii of the Iri^^eUkes of its 
movements^ which I have attempted in these pages. But to 
complete these notices, which, from the i^paoe allowed me, 
have necesswrily been brief, I must trace the onward inarch of 
our tro(^ from Vera Cruz to the walls of the city of Mexico, 
and leave them in the Capital of the Republic with whose 
foroes they have so success&Uy measured their arms. 



CEEBO GOBDO. 

The Ml of Vera Cms, and ibe poaaesskm of thedjty and 

ke e««tle) Sua Jaaa de Dllua^ waa aa event that xnuat be 

fraught wilii re^ihs of ^ greatest momet^ta bc^ tbe 

American and the Mexican satieiM^. It demdgi the fc^ of 

Ik^MamanrepiiAim:, Tfaough^ less gkrioos tium the battle of 

fiSEitiL YiSTi^ 3Fet it was BUHpe de^isivv ia ks efl^cts on tiM 

Mexmn aaftton. Titeeity and ^» castle am the key to the 

ftttes of ^ Mexican Ca^iaL ThemtyofMexioo^MadaMol^ 

«r eitioa of Ae kuid, aid the people of the aatkia uniTarsal^, 

piaeed a sIvqi^ot imfie e& tlie pfond and rsopregnable bnl^ 

iHurksof tbs Castle, tha& mi aaj other tower of i^ei^th^ mo- 

laloarpliynealy of the nalton. h was thek sbeet-anobor, aa& 

fiUedthflar?aifi*<gk»iousiineghnBgs. By it they believed their 

sMp of state rivNiU yet mMy ride. . B«t k hta Mled theoa, 

attd the repuyic is adrtft I It was unpardonal^ in Si^a 

Anna, wttb 20^000 men, even with the hope and bright proft- 

peot of destioyiog the A^nerican Army of 6,000 men, and re- 

conquering its wbole line in the North, to leave Vef a Crus and 

the Castle, as a part of the stake whieh the &row of his die 

at Bueaa Vista was to decide. Vera Crox lukl. the Gas^ 

were more tlwtn the capital of Mexico to the Mexicaa people. 

One apology alone remaine for Santa Aima: reroIutiOQ, 

among this fickle-minded . and pfiest^nMen natiOQ, is be^ 

yond hm control. Had not dissensions amen «inong the 

parties in the Capital, a sufficient force might have been In 

the Castle to preserve it, unlil even the scattered army 

of Sante Anna, should it be dkpersed, mtglU; have gathered 

to the relief o£ the chy before it should have fallen. But, 

^ whom the gods would ruin," &c. — every cmor knows the 

rest of this ofWi quoted adage : the truth of its sentim^iit let 

him then read in the civic dissensions, amouBfttng to oivtl 

wai^ in the c»tyc^M^kx>,«l<l^momefte^Aleiwlim'si^ 
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emtdes, which fi>nned the crisis of its power or weakness — 
freedom or subjugation — integrity or dismembermeot. But 
Vera Cruz and its Castle are now safely reposing beneath the 
felds of the American flag ; and on- the will that planled its 
staff wi&in the walls ai these twe positkn», nsiw hao^ the 
det^y of the Mexican republic. 

BtU we will follow the Army^ and nete its operations 
a^ a few of the most promineiit points as i^ moved fofv- 
ward from Vera Cruz toWikrds the e^y of Mtmcoy so socm 
as suffici^it means for traiii^rUk;ytm were seetired £»r- ad- 
Tanetag the irst line. And yet I ehatt enter into no detail 
of the march €^ the advai^e, or the eomtng i;^ of the m«i6 
ibrees and the reserre. But at ettoe we will behold the gai- 
laat troops, regulars «id volunteers, under General Scott, as 
they take up their encampment on ^ Plan i^l Rio, in firont 
of which, on the terraced heights of ^ moiiBtaio pass, ilie 
enemy was seetfin podtkm. Th^ Mexican eBcampmeirt 
on the 'elevated gfoond, was flanked on its left (the right oi 
the Americans) by the Jalapa road, which fbrmed the re^n- 
lar route A)m Vera Cruas to the city of Mexico. On its right 
ran a deep ravine, the bottom of which fenmed the bed of a 
river, and its sides were a thousand feet in perpeiidleular. 
From the Jalapa road to 4his ravine the Mexicans 1^ sti^feeh- 
ed a line of fbrtt^adons, fronting thei^ entire position. Back 
of it a redoubt cominanded this line of breastwork, and on the 
Jalapa road there were several breastworks, intended to ehe<^ 
the enemy. But on the heights, rising higher and holier as 
they recede from the Fkm 4UI Bio below, still in^ the rear 
ef the Mexican works already meotioned and ocmunand- 
ing them all, rose the heights of Cerro Gordo, one thousand 
feet in elevation, and with an angle of asc^it of about thirty 
degrees. This loftiest height of the pass was crowned with 
a fertifioffction. Between this fort of Certo GForde, farthest 
in the rsar, and the advaaoed works and line of breastwork, 
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lay the Mexican anoy on Uie plains of the heiglits* The 
Jalapa road winding along the mountain to the right, flank- 
ing the left of tl^ Mexican positions, still led along under 
the heights of Cerro Gordo,. and in rear of the main hody of 
tbe Mexican feroes. For the Amerioans to flank Cerro Gordo 
by a movement to the right was deemed to be impracticable 
l^ the Mexicans—the deep ravine of the river4>ed entirely 
firevMXtedva movement to the lefl;. The Mexicui army there- 
§Em» felt itself secure. In the extremeet event of bemg beaten, 
ki their forttfioi^ons and breastworks in front, their retreat 
would yet be protected by Cerro Gtordo. But they mistookthe 
inventive genius of the Yankee soldier. General Twiggs, after 
a i^Gonnoisanoe, thought difierently from the Mexican General, 
$mA put himself to the, task of effecting a pass to the rear of 
Cerro Grordo, reaching within 700 yards of the enemy's strong- 
est point, unobserved. And on the 17th, he discovered himself 
to \k& enedty by occupying two heights, from w,hich the Mex- 
MMH skirn^shers weredriveii, and during the same night he 
BOouBled two twpnty^^r pounders, commanding the point of 
Cerro Gordo. With these he opened^ on the morning of the 
}8th, while ColcHiel Harney with his forces advanced to take 
the fort by storm, its gtuis pouring a terrible fire upon his 
Ibrces as they steadily advanced up the steep hill, entered 
the fortification, and drove the Mexicans from their strong 
hold. They fled in confusion and dismay, or fell, wounded, 
dying, and dead. 

At the same time of the assault on this rear fort of the 
-Mexican forces, the attack was made along the whole 
lei^^ of the Mexican breastworks in the advance of Cerro 
Gofdo ; and the Mexicans obstinately maintained their posi- 
tkm until they perceived that Cerro Grordo had fallen, and 
their retreat was consequently cut off by that fortification, 
now in the hands of the Americans, commanding entirely the 
Jalapa road ; and a force in addition had been srat tooeea^ 
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tlie pan beaettli the he^to, to cut off tiie Mtxieans, sfaooM 
tiMj a^empt a retfftat befefe tlie AaierisaQ ibrees nov ai- 
taekiog diem in front. Th«s hemaned iA, the whole army 
Bur^endefed, except the tioope aader Saata Anna, who had 
fled just in time to make their way throu^ the pass by the 
Jalapa road befiMre it was seeured by the fall of Cerro €r^r4o, 
uid eeeupied hy the detaohmeot for eo«h>g off their r«^rettt. 
The prieoneM takmi were d06#, sui^ceto MM, 49 p^eeea e£ 
artiliery, and abunchmee c^he materiel of wwr. The Annef^ 
lean loas was between four and ^^ bimdred killed and 
woimded. How many of thednemy IbH is adoBOWii. The 
eetimate is between ten and twelve hundred. Harney, ** the 
often distinguished Bes\ret Colond OhMiy'^ as Qeneral Soott 
designates him, Plympton^ Loring^ Al^aader, and their gal- 
lant officers and men, are eMltled to ^ cfedit of eSsedRg 
this acb^veMent, wh^ tended so gready to seenre iiie i»- 
sulte of the triumph of ^ Amarioaa arms at the batdb of 
Obkro GoBno. The fighting at- the breastwoiks and batte- 
ries in front of ^ Mexioan lii»s was equally oburagecms, 
masterly, and suci^ssftil. It is only my purpose to narrate 
the results — ^the partieulars, and the names of the heroes of 
this brilliant battle bare been §iveB to the Americaii nation 
in the detailed report of General Soott, aeoompuiied 1:^ the 
repcMTts of commanders of divisions. The rout was com- 
plete. Santa Anna must have made a narrow escape-— he 
says, '< as by miracle." A short time only could have saved 
him, as Cerro Gordo in the h«3ds of the Americans, the Mex- 
ican chieftain with his six or eight thousand could not have 
ejQected his passage by the Jalapa read, which is so entirely 
commanded by this rear ibrd!6oation, on whkdi tlw hopes of 
the Mexiosui army had confidently reposed for their strength ; 
and in the last resort, for maintsdning their ^sitioQ > and if 
overthrown, Certro Gordo would yet oo<rer their retreating 
4>i^ees, as they thought, mmI save thim fiom a preeiptMledis- 
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oomfitiure. Bui the eiiergeti^ brarery of the Americai^ Anny 
was not to be resisted* All the works were successfully and 
handsomely carried. The pursuit was immediately ordered, 
10 overtake and di^rse the forces yet in body under Santa 
Anna in chief or other Graerals. And right urgently were 
the flying Mexicans pressed*. . 

Jalapa was soon reached. The works and artillery at 
h& Hoya were abandoned ; and the division under (general 
Worth soon reached and occupied the Castle of Perote. He 
entered thk fortification^ second only to San Juan de UUua, 
at median on the 22d, and found it abandoned^ or rather a 
Mejucan officer was there, ready to turn over the fortificatioQ 
to his command. Geiu^ral Worth found the armament of the 
Castle to oonslst of fifty-four guns and mortars, iron and 
hronae^ of various calibers, and in good service condition— 
deven thousand and sixty-five cannon balls— fourteen thou« 
sand three hundred bombs and hand grenades — ^five hundred 
muskets, and abundance of the materiel of war. 

The Army still continued its advance without oppositicHiy 
and reached the populous city of Puebla, which it occupied. 
Small bodies of the force being left to hold the places, su6^ 
cessively, which had been taken, the Army continued to ad- 
vance towards the Capital. 

The Army commenced its movement from Puebla on the 
morning of the 7th of August. Traversing the fertile coun- 
try of the level, the forces commenced their ascent of the 
mountains. The triun of the Army could be seen for miles, 
as contemplated from the head of the column, dotting the 
plain with its canvas-top wagons, that had bleached in the 
sun's rays, which they now reflected, to the whiteness of 
snow. The second day's march found the forces still grad- 
ually ascending by the naticmal road to the base of the ridge 
which skirts the Puebla plain ; and on the third day the 
heavy march of the moiuitain road was the expeifience of the 

19 



410 THE BROAD PENNANT 

Amrfy as they wound up the steep to reach the pass of the 
Rio Frio, which might prove the point of a death-chill to 
many a brave heart. But while the mountain crests here 
neared the road, and afforded a portion for the enemy to 
oheck the American Army — and while the recently cut tim- 
ber and newly erected breastworks showed that the purpose 
of the enemy was to concentrate at this point and make a 
stand, the Army found the pass unoccupied, and reports 
placed- General Valencia, with 6000 Mexicans, a day^s dis- 
tance ahead on his retreat to Mexico. The Army, after re- 
freshing themselves, continued their mountain ascent, and 
with toil and fatigue reached the highest pmnt of the moun- 
tain road ; and soon the eyes of the wearied divisions were 
repaid for their efforts and their toils^ Before them now lay 
the vast plain of the Mexican Capital. Even the unlettered 
could not but feel the influence of the distant prospect ; and 
the well-read had a rush of historic associations pouring into 
their thoughts, while they recalled the story of the past, as 
they had, with the interest of romance, traced the march of 
the brave but bloody Cortez. Mexico ! the Capital of the 
Republic — the Halls of the Montezumas — ^the palaces of the 
Yiceroyalties — and the cupolas, domes, and turrets of 
churches, cathedrals, monasteries, and nunneries, and other 
buildings, public, religious, and secular, now came on the 
visi<Hi, and filled up the ideal picture which had lain in the 
mind from infancy. It was all before them, in its distance, 
solemn grandeur, and beauty ! The descent of the mountain 
was effected the same night, and the Army encamped, with 
the Mexican scouts about them. The next day the Army 
reached Ayolta, sixteen miles from the city of Mexico. The 
American forces had thus far followed the National Road, Its 
course now lay through the marshy land which surrounds the 
Lake Tezuco, forming a causeway, commanded entirely by 
a steep and lofty hill in the advance, called £1 Pennol, on 
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which a fortification is erected of fifty guns of difi^rent cali* 
bres, which completely enfiladed the road and rendered Uie 
advance of the Army by it certain dei^ruction to many of its 
BumberS) which, at this moment, with its positioQ far in the 
enemy's country, it could, but ill spare— the Americcm Army 
all told, numbering pnly ahtmt 9000 men, and the reported 
Butnfoer under Santa Anna being 25,000 to 80,000. On. the 
20d, a reconnoisauce of ElPennol having been made, its at« 
tack was deemed impracticable ; and another road was found, 
by which it could be fianked. The passage of the Army now 
lay through the town of Chalco, and along the left of the lake 
of the same name, which led to the western gate of the city 
^ Mexico. The army was now in two columns— one on 
the road to San Juan^ a village some ten miles from the city 
— the other under General Worth, on the route to San Au- 
gtistine. Reports placed Santa Anna at San Augustine, 
with 20,000 men,. and General Valencia, with 10,000 men, 
at a height called Contreras. The two routes were parallel 
to each crther; but Contreras commanded a road which 
entered into San Augustine, in the rear of Santa Anna's 
force, and between him and the city. The object, therefore, 
of Generals Twiggs and Pillow was to cut a road so as to 
reach Greneral Valencia at Contreras ; and if successfully 
carrying that point, they would be in time to take General 
Santa Anna in the. rear, while Greneral Worth was attacking 
him in front. Without going into the detail of the operations 
of this column against Contreras, its labdr of dragging its 
artillery over an obstructed road, and the wretchedpess of 
finding themselves unexpectedly hemmed in by greatly su- 
perior numbers, l^ing drenched by rains, and remaining in 
the muddy street of a Mexican hamlet for a sleepless night, 
** tlte hour (fmidmghi " was whispered through the ranks as 
the time of assault on the works of Ccmtreras, in the neighbor- 
hood of which the Amerioan column now lay on their arms — 
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Smith's and Riley's brigade, and ^lields' and Cadwallader's 
—concealed from the enemy, and not many yards distant. 
It was their only safety, this contemplated assault. And mm 
the day began to break, General Smith, having command in 
the absence of General Twiggs, sedng that all were ready 
and eager, issued the brief and energetic order, ** Me$h 

forward /" The storm from the heavens never fell more 
suddenly in its waste and destruction, than the American 
forces now fell on the Mexican entrenehaients. The Amer- 
ican rifles gave forth their unerring shot**^the different di- 
visions rushed to the attack — and by a general storm, with 
bayonet and the breech oi the muskets, the Mexican works 
were carried, and the foi^ees under Valencia, thoo^ for a 
while briskly discharging their pieces, yet rotired in the 
greatest concision and constematign. They w^re pursued,- 
and many cut to pieces or taken captive ; and the results were, 
that the American force 2000 strong routed Valencia's com- 
mand <^ 8000, kilHng 7dQ, wounding 1000, and making 1500 
priscmers. Generals Salas, Mendoza^ GUu*cia, and Guada* 
lupe were among these, and Colonels, Blajcrs, and Captains 
in numbers. Twenty-two pieces of cannon, including five 6 
inch howitzers, and the two identical pieces taken by tl^ Mex- 
icans at Buena Vista of Captain Washington's battery. Gen. 
Twiggs having assumed command, his column now took up 
its march from Contreras on the road leading to the Capital. 
. In the mean time General Worth had made a demonatra- 
tion on San Augustine. Santa Anna retired on the approach 
of ^e American column under General Worth, to the i^rong 
work' of Chububusco, deemed impregnable by the Mexicans, 
and with an army reported to be 30,000 strong. The strug. 
gle now commenced. Greneral Twiggs was in time with his 
force for the attack. General Worth, after an hour and a 
half severe fighting, took the << bridge head." Generals Pil- 

. low and Quitman fought on the extreme left. The rifles 
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were intmsted by General Scott with the charging of die work, 
in oaae General Pieroe i^iould gWe way. The fire was ter- 
rific. It was a fearful struggle between the two amnes, and 
searly mider the walls of Mezieo^aDd was &r the mastery of 
the Capital ! For three hours the contest was wagii^ with 
great destm^uxi to each command. But the Mexican forces 
began to waver, faltered, and finally gaye way. The re- 
treating forces were pursued by Kearney^ squadron to the 
very gates of the city, when, having reached within five hun- 
dred yards of i^ walls, the Mexicans from the city opened 
upon tbem with grape and euuster. In this last struggle 
at CkimdmseOy the loss of ihe Ameriean forces is estimated 
at 1,150 killed and woi:aided. The Mexican loss is &00 kill- 
ed, 1,06§ wounded, 1,500 made priscxiers. Greneral Santa 
Anua reports his whde loss, killed, wounded, andi9iijstv^,at 
12,00^^1eaving him ld,0(K) of his army of 30,000 strong. 
Among the prisoners are Glenerals Rincon and Anaya, the 
provbiooal President. This last struggle was loi^, Obsti- 
nate, and bloody; General Seott, for reasons not yet devel- 
oped^ entered not into the city Vhile oonfi][ldon and alarm still 
prevailed. That ni^ the American General encamped on 
the baUle ground, four miles distant ff(HB the city. The next 
day a &Ag of truce came out from the walls of the Capital of 
. Mexico, with ^HPC^positions which resulted in an.<ARMiSTiCfi. 

And here, I nught have paused, and ended these brief 
j^etohes which I have n^Mle of the jlction x>f tbk Abmt, as 
I have alneady closed the story of Tnir Bxoab Pbnnamt. 
But at this hour at whidi I aijEi dictating >the last pagec^tibis 
work, 0(^b^ twenty-second, $md after we had heaid of Ule 
failure of the ArniMee tp secure peace between th^ two na- 
tions, ^ gJonous netff» of the Jaud trmmph (^ihe American 
armSyiH ikree successive and ih0dy hatties underthe walls of 
Mexico, mgain call on the adnnration and the gratitude c^ the 
Jumaioaxt ]feo^ to awa^rd praise to the gailant Army tor its 
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chivalric and brilliant deeds. The Annistice having been 
broken, with all hopes of negotiation at an end, hostilities 
were re-commenced. El Morino del Rky, or the King's 
Mill, was the point of the next attack. Here, on th^ 8th 
of September, the missiles of death again flew thick and 
fearful between the two armies, each struggling fi>r the vic- 
tory, at a moment, when an issue seemed to be joined, more 
important for its immediate results, the possession^f the Cap- 
ital, than had before inspired the two contending arnoies. 
Deadly was the fight, and at times it seemed doubtful, cm 
which standard, the Mexican or the American, victory would 
perch. But the strong hold of El Morino, after houjRs of 
combati yielded to the American arms. It was a stern and 
obstinate contest — with the odds of eight thousand Americans 
advancing without cover, against fifteen thousand Mexicans 
behind breastworks, and beneath the walls <^ a fortified city 
of two hundred thousand inhabitants. And the mastery 
cost the American forces many a brave and noble spirit. 
But here ended not the contest or the carnage. A yet 
bloodier* field was before them. The battle of El Mo- 
rino del Rey on the 8tb, was succeeded, between that 
sad day and the moyning of the 14th, by the battles of 
CaAjpuLTSFEC and the causeways of San Cqsms and Tacu- 
BAYA, leading to the city agates — ^the American army in 
this brief space of a few days, losing firom its brave ranks 
sixteen hundred and twenty-three, in killed and wounded. 
But the American standard was borne triumphantly through . 
all this strife of unequal numbers; and on the 14th of Sep- 
tember, 1847, the American General entered the beautiful 
city of Mexico ; and now, the Capital of the Mexican nation 
is held by the forces of the North American Republic. 

Here then I end these pages, which narrate of the Mexi- 
can war. I delay not, that I may record the reiections, 
many and solemn, which may justly arise as to 4he influence 
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of this bloody strife upon the destiny of our own country, or 
upon that nation which our armies have invaded. What 
the continuance of this war shall yet develop, none but 
a higher Prescience knows. We leave it then io its unde- 
veloped and uninviting future, with proud exultation for the 
triumph of the American arms, but with a sorrotqful heart 
in view of the whole story of this contest between the two 
sister Republics. 



THE END* 



VALUABLE BOOKS 

AND 

BOOKS WORTH HAVING, 

KECENTLT PUBLISHED BY 

LEAV ITT, TROW & COMPANY, 

No. 191 JBroadivay. 



FROfSSART'S CHRONICLES OF THE MIDDLE AGES. 

Chronicles of England, France, and Spain, and the adjoining coimtries» 
by Sir John Froissart. Translated from the French by Thomas Johnes, Esq. 
Illustrated with 115 elegant engravings. Small qnarto, fine paper. 

CURIOSITIES OF LITERATURE BY D'lSRAEU & GRISWOLD. 

Curiosities of Literature, and the Literary Character Illustrated, by I. C. 
lyiiraeli, Esq. With Curiosities of American Literature, by Rufus W. Griswold. 
Complete intone vol. 8vo., cloth gilt. 

THE PROSE AND POETRY OF EUROPE AND AMERICA : 

Consisting of Literary Gems and Curiosities, and containing the choice and 
jeautifiil productions of many of the most popular writers of the past and 
present age. Compiled by G. P. Morris and N. P. Willis. Complete in 
one vol. 8vo. Fifth edition. 

NEANDER'S PLANTING AND TRAINING OF THE CHURCH; 

• ■ 

History of the Planting and Training of the Christian Church by the 
Apostles. By Dr. Augustus Neander. 1 vol. 8vo. 

EDWARDS' WORKS. 

JoiNATHAN Edwards' Complete Works, in four vols. 8vo ; with a oopiooe 
general Index never before published. A reprint of the Worcester edition, 
without alteration or mutilation. 

From Rev, Gardiner ^^ring, D. D, 

** I cheerfully concur with Dr. Woods in the recoinmendation he has given 
Mr. Leavitfs edition of Edwards ; and only add, that in my humble judgment, 
it is a work not less important to intelligent Utgmen than to Tlieologuatl 
Students." 

BARNES' NOTES ON JOB. ^ vds. 13mo. 4th feditioa. 

« The more we read them, the more we value them.'* — ^N. Y. Obssbtbb. 

BAANES" NOTES ON ISAIAH. 3vdfL8vo. Haps. 



NEW AND BEAUTIFUL LIBRARY. 



BOOK« FOR ALL, BOTH OLD AND YOUNQ. 



GE]\fS OF FABLE. l6mo. Crimson cloth, elegant. 188 engravings. Bean- 
tifiil Fables selected from the works of Northcote, .^Baop, Bewick and others ; 
a very entertaining and asefid book. 

LIFE OF PETER THE GREAT. 2 vols. 16mo, cloth gdt. New edition, 
translated from the French of Smollett. 

LIFE OF CHARLES XH., KING OF SWEDEN. 1 vol. l6mo. A new 
and beautiful edition of this interesting work. 

GULLIVER'S TRAVELS ; ELEaANT iLLUSTRATia. finmoif. 16mo, cloth 
gilt. Containing copious Notes and a Life of Swift, by Rev. John Mitford. 

FRANKLIN'S WORKS; New edition, with Life written by himself. 

TELEMACHUS. 2 vols. 16mo, cloth gilt. An elegant translation of this 
charming romance. 

LIFE OF JULIUS C-aESAR— 12,000 copies sold in honioa in one month. 

GLIMPSES OF THE DARK AGES. A book to be read by all. 

lO' The above 10 vols, all uniform in size and uniformly bound, printed on 
'the best paper ; sold separatjely or in sets for school and femily libraries ; and 
as a present to youth they are admirably adapted. 



KIRWAN'S LETTERS TO BISHOP HUGHES. 

Price 12^ cents. 

24,000 Copies Sold, 

Letters to the Rt. Rev. John Hughes, Roman Catholic Bishop of Wew 
Vork. The immense sale of this little work is but a small evidence of its real 
worth. They should be circulated in every town and village in this ooimtnr. 



L., T. ^ Co. have in press, 

ISAAC TAYLOR'S WORKS. 1 vol. 8vo. 

Rev. JOSEPH BELLAMY'S WORKS. With Prefece, by Rev. JonathaH 

Edwards. 

PAYNE'S ELEMENTS OF MENTAL AND MORAL SCIENCE. 
ST Orders for Boexs, from a <listance, execitted at the very lowtit ]>nwik 



PUBLISHEBS AND DEALERS 



iw 



THEOLOGICAL, 
CLASSICAL, MISCELLANEOUS, 



▲ND 



SCHOOL BOOKS, 



IN«.rE THr ATTENTION OF THE PUBLIC TO THEIR FINE ASSOBT- 

MENT OF BOOKS, EMBRACING WORKS IN ALL THE DIFFERIMT 

DEPARTMENTS OF LITERATURE, VERT MANY OF WHIGS 

ARE MENTIONED IN THIS THEIR CATALOOUI. 



THEOLOGICAL AND RELIGIOUS BOOKS. 

The particular attention of Clergymen, Thbolooical SfUDiirTf, taA 
those wishing religious books, is invited to our stock of BiUUal Literatim^ 
as to that department of our business we pay great attention. All the Uit^ 
books requisite to a course of theological study. 

SCHOOL BOOK^. 

CovjrTRT Mbrohahts, Teaohxri, msd others, will find it to tlMir ad- 
vantage to buy of 08, OB we have always on hand large supplies of all tlio 
•ehool books, English and Classical, in damand, from tnoie aiad in Hm 
first primary classes, to those necessary in the highest departmants 90 
Academies and Colleges. 

MISCELLANEOUS BOOKS. 

All the staadard and pibpular miscellanaous works of tha day, Histny, 
Biography, works of ^eat mon^ Travels, Poetry, Fiction, Ac., Ac. . £!•• 
gantly bound books, suilable ^r presanta, illnstiatad aditiais, Su^, A omay 

VARIBTT of BRAUTIF17L JUVENILES. 



I 



1 



liBATIVT, TBOW A OO.'l OATALOttUK, 191 BmOADWAr, VXW Y 

* 

PUBLIC AND PRIVATE LIBRARIES 

FURNISHED 

all tbe belt editions and on tbe most fiiTorable tenni. A fo«id 
•nt of books always on hand for 

OltTRfCT SCHOOL LIBRARJEe. 



^^>^>^^»#»^N^K»^»^^<»^»^l^>^i^^^^^>^>^>^^> J 



THEOLOQIOAL INSTITUTIONS, COLLEQES AND 

SCHOOLS 

■I a distance, are respectfullj informed that any orders can be promptly 
•leeated^ Mid at as loyr prioes as if tbe purchaser were present. 



COUNTRY MERCHANTS SUPPLIED 

with all the diffisrent kinds of books, school, classical, stationery, dkc 
sA'"***CTORr terms and at satisfactory prices. / 

ORDERS SOUCITED. 



HISTORICAL BOOKS. 



▲ NCIXNT. 



Rollings Ancient History, 2 vols. 8vo. 

Do. Do. Do, 4 volumes, 

small Syo. 
Rollings Ancient History, 8 vols., 

12md. ^ 
Josephus's History of the Jews, S 

vols., 8vo 
Josephus's History of the Jews, I 

vol., 8vo. 
Jesephas*s History of the Jews, € 

vols., iteo. 
GibboB*s Dedise and Fall of the 



Roman Empire, with Milman a 

Notes, 4, vols., 8vo» 
Ferguson*s History of Rome. 
MiJman*s History of the Jews, 3 

vols., 18mo. * 

Gillie's History of Greece. 
Turner's Sacred History, 3 vols. 
ThirlwaU!8 History of Greece, t 

vols. 
Ancient History of the Egypdaaa, 

Assyrians, Persians, Ac., 4 iF>els.^ 

12mo. 



^^N»N^i«^ 



XUROPXAir. 



Tytler's Universal History, S vols., 

8vo, 
Vyt>^'» Universal Hlsiery, 6 vols., 

ISmo. 
RMtMk's Hktery of tbe World, 4 

f ols., 8vo. 



RttBBers>Hi8tery of Modera Emopi^ 

3 vols. 
Hatlam's Middle Ages. 
Hallam's History of the L il e nH i n 

of Europe, S rob. 



KBATITT, TROW (A& CO.'B C4TALO««rK, 191 BEOADWAT, WXW-TOBK. 



Alison's History of Europe daring 
the French Revolution, 4 vols. 

Moore's History of Ireland. 

Thier's Historr of the French Rev- 
olution, 4 vols. 

Burnet's Hbtory of the Reformation, 
4 vols. 

Burnet's History of the Reformation, 
tfheap edition, 3 Vols. 

Napier 8 History of the PeniUsular 
'War, 5 vols. ; (1 vol. plates.) 

Robertson's History of America, 
Charles V., Scotland and India, 
3 vols. 

Hume, Smollett, and Miller's Histo- 
ry of England, 4 vols. 

Turner's History of the Anglo-Sax- 
ons, 2 vols. 

Ratike's History of the Popes of 
Rome, new edition, I vol. 

Scott's History of Scotland, 2 vols. 

Crowe's History of France, 3 vols. 

Rossell's History ofPalestine. 

Do. Nubia and Abyssinia 
Do. Barbary States. 
Do. Egypt. 



Russell's History of Polynesia, and 

the South Sea Islands. 
History of Polamd. 

Do. Ireland, 2 vols . 

Do. Arabia, 2 vols. 

Do. Persia, Italy ,Denm«rk and 

Sweden, 2 vob. 
History of Iceland, Switierland, and 

China, 9 vols. 
History of British India, 3 vols. 

Do. Ruined Cities, 2 vols. 

Do. Spain and Portugal, 5 vols. 
Mackintosh s History of England, 3 

vols. 
History of the Court and Camp of 

Bonaparte. 

The last mentioned works mresm' 
braced in Harpers* Family Ubrary, 
Prescott's History of Spain during 

the reign of Ferdinand and Isa- 
bella, 3 vols. 
Jarves' History^ of tiie SandwSeh 

Islands; 
Cartyle's French Revolution, 2 vols. 
Froissart's Chronicles of EnglaiKL 

France and Spain, royal 9to 



▲MERIOAN. 



Holmes' Annals of America, 2 vols. 

Botta s History of the American 
Revolution^ 2 vols. 

Bancroft's History of the United 
States, 3 vols. 
Do. Do. abridged, 2 vols. 

Hutchinson's History of Massachu- 
setts Bay. > 

Bradford'^ American Antiquities. 

Cooper's Naval History, 2 vols. 
Do. Do. abridged, 1 vol. 

Brackenbridffe's History of lateWar. 

Armstrong's History of late War, 2 
vols. 

Frost's Book of tlM AoMrlcaii Army. 
Do. Do. Navy. 

Do. Do. Indians. 

Frost's I^torial Eu^ory of the Uni- 
ted States. 

Frost's AmerioftB Naral Biegr^^y. 

History of T«xas. 



Hammond's Political History of A«i» 

York, 2 vob. 
Robertson's History of America. 
Catlin's History of the Manners tmd 

Customs of the North American 

Indians, 2 vols. 8vo., illustiated. 
Prescott's History of the Conquest 

of Mexico, 3 vols. 
Brantz Maker's Mexico, ilfaistiiated. 
Barber's History of New England. 
Barber's Historical Collections of 

Massachusetts. 
Barber's Historical Collections of 

Connecticut. 
Barber's Historical CoHectioi^ of 

New~York. 
Dwight's History of Connecticvt. 
Hale's History of the United StatM. 

2 vols. 
History of Long Islasd, 2 vols. 
Knickerbocker's New-York, 9 
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BIOGRAPHY 



▲lCXRICA.ir. 



Bparks's American Biography, 10 

vols., 12ino. 
Do. do. do. new 

seriea, 3 vols, published. 
Sparks's Life of Washington, plates, 

1vol. 
Do. do. abridged, 

2 vok., 12mo. 
Sparks's Life of Franklin, 1 vol., 8vo. 
fifemoirs of Aaron Burr, 2 vols. 
Aaron Burr's Private Journal, 2 vols. 
Marshall's Life of Washington, 3 

vols. 
Do. do. abridged, 1 vol. 

Lifo of Van Buren, John Tyler. 
Life and Speeches of Clay, 2 vols. 
Irving's Life of Columbus, 2 vols. 
Do. do. Margaret Davidson. 

Col Trumbull, -Autobiography of-— 

1vol. 
Stone's Life and Times of Brant, 2 

vols. 
Do- do. Red Jacket. 

Lives of the Presidents. 



Frost's American Naval BiograpJiT. 
Sedgwick's Life of Lucre tia J^awii' 

son. 
Mrs. Davidson, Life of. 
Mackenzie's Life of Paul Jonec, f 

vols. 
Bancroft's Washington, 2 voIb. I81110. 
John Jay, Life of, 2 vols. 
Tuck«r's Life of Jefferson^ 2 Vols. 
Kendall's Life of Jackson, 1 vol. 
Weems's Life of Marion, Franklin, 

Penn, and Washington, 4 vols. 
Alexander Hamilton, Lifo of, 2 vols 
Wirt's Life af Patrick Henry. 
Do. do. do. abridged. 

Life of Perry, John Smith, Henry 

Hudson, Daniel Boone, Hernmn 

Cortes. 
Franklin's Life and Works, 2 vob.^ 

8vo.^ 
Simms's Life of Marion. 
Belknap's American Biography, 3 

vols. 



m0^^0^^0*^0^^^0*0^0^0^0^^0^0*^^^^0^^^0^ 



EUROPEAN. 



Prescott's Life of Ferdinand and Isa- 
bella, 3 vols. 

Strickland's Lives of the Queens of 
England, 6 vols. 

Noal's Lives of the Puritans, 2 vols. 

Lord EldoR, Life of, just pubUsketL, 
2 vols. 

Plutsrch's Lives,. 4 vols. 

Do. do. 1 vol. 

Female Sovereigns, Lives of. 

Blake's Biographical Dictionary. 

Moore's Life of Byron, 2 vols. 

Irving's Life of Goldsmith, 2 vols. 

HuRter's Sacred Biography. 

Life of Captain Cook. 

Lite of Peter the Great, Alexander 
the Great, Charles XII., Cromwell, 
Georee lY., Sir Isaac Newton, 
CharlemagR*, Bmor Steuben, Nel- 



Lives of Celebrated Travellers. 
Do. Painters and Sculptors 

BoswelPs Life of Saoniel Johnson, 9 

vols. 
Lockhart's Life of Scott, 6 vols.. 

]2mo. 
Scott's Life of Napoleon, 2 vols. 
Bourrienne's do 2 vols. 

Pictorial History do. 2 vols. 
Roscoe's Life of Lorenzo de Mediei, 

2 vols. 
Thiers' History of Napoleon, 1 vol 
Richard the Oliird, Life tnd Times 

of, br CaroHn^ Halstfri, 8vo. 
Hannah More, Life of, 2 vols. 
Wilberforce, Life of, 2 vols. 
Livos of Emineot Mechanics. 
Josephine, Life of. 
Bancroft's NapoleoR^ 2 vols. 
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RELIGIOUS. 



tofe of Rev. John Williams (the 
murdered misaionary), do. of Fisk, 
Barah Lanman SdaitU^ Blunt'i Life 
of Christ, Xiife of Henrj Martyn, 
-Payson, Cornelius, Jonathan Ed- 
wards, Mrs. Dwight, Mrs. Grant, 
Isabella Graham, Mrs. Hemans, 



Hannah More, Mrs. Ellis, Mn. 
Huntington, Mary Jane <jrraham; 
Milne, Emerson, J. Brainerd Taj* 
lor, Winslow. 
Memoir and Remains of Mardh, Syl* 
vester Larned, Nettleton, Summer- 
field. 



VOYAGES AND TRAVELS. 



t endall's Santa Fe Expedition, 2 

vols., illustrated. 
b antz Mayer's Travels m Mexico, 

8vo. 
Stephens's Incidents of Trayel in 

Yucatan, 2 yols. 
Do. do. in Central America,. 2 yols. 
New Purchase, or Seven Years in 

the Far West, 2 vols. 
Mrs. Steele's Trip to the West. 
Washington Irving's Astoria, 2 vols. 
Do. do. Rocky Mountains, 2 vols. 
Farnham's Travels in Oregon. 
Norman's Rambles in Yucatan, Bvo. 
Farnham's Travels in the Rocky 

^Mountains. 
Madam Calderon's Life in Mexico, 

2 vols. 
Silliman's Gallop among American 

Scenery. 
Buckingham's Travels in America, 

2 vols., 8vo. 
Marryatt's Diary in America. 
Lewis & Clark's Travels, 2 vols. 
Tasistro's Random Shots and South- 
ern Breezes, 2 vols. 
Mrs. Jamieson's Rambles in Can- 
ada, 2 vols. 
Dana's Two Years before the Mast. 
Thirty Years from Home. 
Capt. Cook's Voyages. 
American Adventure by Sea and 

Land. 
Mrs. Child's Letters from New York, 

i vols. 
Dr. Durbin's Travels in Europe, 2 

vols. 
Dr. Olin's Trarels in Egypt, Arabia 

Petrea, &c., 2 vols. 



Robinson's Travels in Palestine, Mt 

Sinai, &c., 3 vols., 8vo., maps. 
Stephens's Travels in Egypt, Holy 

Land, <&c., 2 volv. 
Stephens's Travels in Greece, Tor- 
key, il&c., 2 vols. 
Mott's rpr.) Travels in Europe, 1 

vol., ovo. * 

Travels in Arabia Petraa, &c., by E 

Joy Morris, 2 vols. 
Rockwell's Sketches of Foreign 

Travel and Life at Sea, 2 yols. 8yo, 
Hewitt's Visits to Remarkable Pla- 
ces, 2 vols., 8yo. 
2enobia, or Letters from Palmyra, 

2 vols. 
Sedgwick's Letters from Abroad, 2 

vols. 
Belzoni's Travels in Egypt. 
Fisk's Travels in Europe, ] vol., 8ve. 
Baird's Visit to Northern Europe, 2 

yols. 
Southgate's Travels in Turkey and 

Persia, 2 yols. 
Grant's Travels among the Neito- 

rians. 
Perkins's do. do. 8yo. 

Flag-Ship, by F. P. Taylor, 2 vols. 
Cooley's American in Egypt, Syou 

plates. 
Sigourney's Pleasant Memories of 

Pleasant Lands. 
Highlands of Ethiopia, by Major 

Harris, 8vo. 
Parry's Voyages. 
Morrell's do. 
Malcom's Trav^els in the East, 3 

vols. 
Tourist in Europe, 1 voL ISnio. 



1 
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Hn. Haight*! Letters from the Old Glimpses of the Old World, kj 
World, 2 vols. Rev. Dr. Jno. A. Clarke. 

if offatt's Seuliiorn Africa, ISmo., Travels of Mungo Park, Brace. 
plates. 'Voyages of Humboldt, Drake, T^t 

Lander's Travels in Africa. ler, Cavendish. 



POETRY. 

BEiUHPUL STANDARD MBRARY EDITIONS OP THE POfflSl 

ILLUSTRATED, 



▲VD 



SLEOANT MINIATURE EDITIONS OF THE QJlME. 



Tax PomcAL Works of Walter 
Scott, Thomas Moore, Burqs, 
Goldsmith, Cowper> Milton,Thom- 
son, Young, Gray, Collins, Beat- 
tie, Pope,Coleridge, Rogers, Mont- 
gomery, Campbell, Lamb, Kirke 
White, Crabbe, Pollok, Words- 
worth, Southey, Howitt, Shelley, 

The Poetical Works of Mrs. He- 
mans, Mrs. Norton, Miss Landon, 
Miss Barrett, 2 vol., Hannah More, 
Mrs. Ellis, &o. 

Frost and Aiken's British Poet?, 3 
vols. 

British Drama, in 2 vols., 8vo. 

Gems of the Modem Poets, beauti- 
fully illustrated, with forty-five 
steel engravings. 

Gems of the ancient Poets, do. do. 

Rogers's Poems, splendidly illu^tra- 

, ted edition, 8vo. 

Moore's Lalla Rookh, do. do. 8vo. 

Cowper^s Task, illustrated. 

Spenser's Poetical Works, 5 vols. 
12mo. 

La FoBtaine's Fables, in verse, 
plates, 6vo. 



Lord Byron *8 Works, all the dii^ 

ent editions. 
Shakspeare's Works, do. do. 

The Poems of N. P. Willis, Biyant, 
Barry Cornwall, H. F. Gould, 
Tennyson, Lowell, Mrs. Sigour* 
ney, Dana, T. Haynes B&ylejt 
Beranger, Heber, Motherwell. 

Longfellow's Voices of the Night 
Do. Spanish Student, Bal- 
lads, and other Poems. 

HiUhouse's Dramas, ^kc., 2 vols., 
12mo. 

The Poets and Poetry of Amenea, 
by Rufus W. Griswold, Svo. 

The Poets and Poetry of England, 
by Rufus W. Griswold, 8vo. 

The Poets and Poetry of Conneeti- 
cut. 

Christian Ballads, by Rev. R. Grit- 
wold. 

The Poetioai. Works of Whittisr, 

and Mrs. Ellis 
Lillian and other Poems, b^ Praed. 
Whitney's Evening Hours, jost pob 

lished. 



MUSIC. 



^flngsley s Social Choir, 3 vols. 
The OMon 



Dana's l^orthem Harpw 
Do. Southern do. 
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Bofton Academy's Manual. 
Boston Glee Book, American do., 

Gentlemen's do., New- York Glee 

Book. 
Webb's Vocal Class Book. 

Do. Common School Songster. 
Boston School Song Book. 
Bradbury's School Singer. 

Do. Singing School. 

Do. Young Choir. 

Social Minstrel. 
Manhattan Collection 
Boston Academy's do. 
Carmina Sacra. 
Zeuner's Ancient Lyre. 
Massachusetts Collection. 



Sacred (iyre, Hastings. 
Social Songs. 
American Psalmody 
Modern Psalmist. 
Kingsley's Sacred Choir. 

Do. Harp of David. 

N. Y. Sacred Music Society s Cot 

lection of Church Music. 
Songs of Asaph. ., 
Beethoven Collection. 
National Church Harmony 
Psalmodist, by Hastings and Bmd* 

bury. 
Southern Harmony. 
Missouri do 
The Odeon, by Mason &, Webb. 



^^^^^^^^^^^'^^^^^^^^t^^^^'^M^ 



ENCYCLOPEDIAS, &c. 



American Encyclopedia, or Encyclo- 
pedia Americana, 13 octavo vols. 

Brando's E^cyolopediA of Science, 
Literature, and Art. 

Ure's Dictionarv of Artsj Manufac 
tures, and Mines. 

Murray's Encyclopedia of Geogra- 
phy, 3 vols. 

M CuUoch's Commercial Dictionary, 
2 vols. 



M*CuIloch's Geographical Diction- 
ary, 2 vols. 

Chapin's Gazetteer of the United 
States. 

New- York Gazetteer. 

Brookes' Universal Gazetteer. 

Farmer's Encyclopedia. 

Encyclopedia of Chemistry, hf 
Boothe and Boye. 



AGRICULTURE, &c 



Economy of Farming. 
Ken rick's American Orchardist. 
New American Gardener. 
The Complete Farmer. 
American Agriculturist 
The Cultivator. 
Farmer's Mine. 
Loudon's Gardening for Ladies. 
Farmer's Companion. 
Gray's Agricultural Chemistry. 
Farmer's Treasure . 
Theory of Horticulture, by Down- 
ing and Gray. 
Bridgemaq's Gardener's Assistant. 
Johnston's Agricultural Chemistry. 
*■ do. do. 



Every Lady her own Gardener. 
American Farmer's Enoyclopedis. 
Dana's Muck Manual. 
Buel's Farmer's Instructor. 
Armstrong's Agriculture. 
Smith's Productive Farming. ' 
Faulkner's Farmer's Manow 
Downing's Gardening. 
Bas well's Poultry- Yard. 
American Poultry-Book. 
Blacklock on Sheep. 
Youatt on the Horse. 
Youatt's Every Man his own Cattl« 

Doctor. 
Downing's Landscape Gardening. 
American Poulterer s CompaaioB. 



Ti- 
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AMERICAN GUIDE BOOKS. 

United States. 
Maps and Descriptions of the 
of New York, Ac.^ dec. 



Mum of the United States, of each 

State Slc. 
Trayeller's Guides through the 



DICTIONARIES. 

AMXRICAV AKD FORBIOK. 



Webster s new large Dictionary 2 
vols, royal dvo. 
Do. do. do. 1 vol. 8vo. 

Todd's Johnson and Walker's Dic- 
tionary. 

Walker s Pronouncing Dictionary. 

Johnson's Pocket Dictionary. 

Cobb's Miniature Lexicon. 

Worcester's New English Diction- 
ary, 1 vol. 8vo. in press 

Richardson's English Dictionary, 2 
vols, quarto. 



Fleming and Tibbin*8 French 
English Dictionary, 1 vol. rojal 
8vo., just published. 

Boyer's French Dictionary. 

Meadows' French Pronouncing Dio« 
tionary. 

Rowbotham's Pocket French Dic- 
tionary. 

Nugent's French Dictionary. 

Newman and Barretti's Spanish and 
English Dictionary, 2 vols. 8vo. 
Do. do. abridged. 



ITALIAN AND GERMAN DICTIONARIES. 



MISCELLANEOUS BOOKS. 

ALL THE STANDARB AND POPULAR MISCELLANEOUS WORKS 

OF THE DAY. 
PUBLIC AND PRIVATE LIBRARIES FURNISHED. 



Addison's Works, (Spectator, dec ,) 

3 vols. 
A.rnott*s Elements of Physics, 8vo. 
^^dventures of Arthur O'Leary, il- 
lustrated. 

Do. Hector O'Hallorati, do. 

Do. Charles O'Malley. do. 

Do. JackHinton, * do. 

I^. Tom Burke of Ours, do. 

Do. Handy Andy, do. 

Do. Valentine Vox, do. 

Do. Harry Lorrequer, do. 

Da Geo. St. Greo. Julian, do. 
Austen's (Miss) Novels, 1 vol. 8vo. 
Aftop's Fables, plates. 
American Constitutions, (all the 

States.) 
Advice to a Young Gentleman. 
Arabian Nights, 8vo., illustrated. 



Austin, (Mrs.) Fragments from Ger 

man Prose Writers. 
Alcott's Works, (Wm. A.)--see Y. 
Advice to Mothers, 18mo. 

Do. to Wives, 18mo. 
Brougham's (Lord) Speeches, 2 vob 

8vo. 

Do. Lives of Statesmen, 2 V. 

12mo. 
Do. Miitcellaneous Writings, 

3 vols. 
Bulwer's do. do 2 vols. 

Baker's Livy, 2 vols. 8vo. 
Beecher's (Catherine) Domestic EcO' 

nomy. 

Boz's (Charles Dickens) Works, 7 
vols., illustrated, viz., Nichdaa 
Nickleby, Pickwick, OliverTwist, 



9 
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.Curiogity Shop, Sketches, Barnaby 

Rudge, Martin Chuzzlewit. 
Boys' and Girls' Library, 33 vols. 

iBmo. 
Rigelow's Useful Arts, 2 vols. ^ 

Benthamiana, (Jeremy Bentham,) 1 

vol. 
Bremer's (Frederika) Novels, bound, 

1 vol. 
Blessington's (Lady) Works, 1 Vol. 
. 8vo. 
Borrow 's Bible, and Gypsies in 

Spain. 
Burney Papers, by Madam D'Arblay, 

2vol8. 8vo. 
British Essayist. 16 vols., embracing 

Macaulay, Wiison, Scott, Smith, 

Talfourd, and Stephens. 
Bridgewater Treatises, 7 vols., viz., 

Kirby on Animals, Chalmers, 

Kidd, &c. 
Roget's Physiology, 500 cuts. 
Buckland's Geology, 2 vols., plates. 
Babbage's Ninth Bridge water Trea- 
tise. 
Burke's (Edmund) Complete Works, 

3 vols. 
Do. da , splendid edition in 9 vols. 

8vo. 
Border Wars of the Revolutioii, 2 

vols. ISmo. # 

Bacon's (Lord) Works, 3 vols. 8vo. 

Do. Essays, 18mo. 
Bolingbroke's (Lord) Complete 

Works, 4 vols. 8vo. 
Bench and Bar, 2 vols. 12mo. 
Boy's Guide, by Alcott. 
Cicero's Orations, translated, 3 Tols. 

18mo. 
Cooper's Naval History, 2 vols. 

Do. Novels and Tales 24 vols. 
Classical Library, 36 vols. 
China, (Life in,) with caricature il* 

lustrations. 
Channing*s (Dr.) Works, 6 vols. 

12mo. 
Calderon's Life in Mexico, 2 vols 
Chess-Player*s Hand Book. 
Combe on Constitution of Man, &c, 
Chesterfield's Letters, 1 vol. 8vo. 
Corinne, by Mad. De Stael. 
Cwlyle's Miscellanies, 4 vols. 



Carlyle's Past and Present. 

Do. German Romance, 2 vol^ 

Do. Sartor Resartus. 

Do. Wilhelm Meister. 

Do. Heroes knd Hero-wor^ip 
Cudworth's Intellectual System, 2 

vols. 8vo. 
Curwen's Journal and Letters, Bvo. 
Clerk's Assistant, l2mo. 
Classical Studies, by Sears and Fel* 

ton. 
Collins' Miscellanies. 
Cooper's Infantry and Militia Tae 

tics. 
Crabbe's English Synonyms. 
Campbell's Rhetoric. 
Calhoun's Speeches, 8vo. 
Clay's Life and Speeches, 2 yols. 8ro 
Coleridge's Table Talk. 
Cobb's Miniature Lexicon. 
D 'Israeli's Novels and Tales, 8va 
Do. Curiosities of Literature 
Do. Amenities of Literaturttip 

2 vols 
Do. Miscellanies of Literatim 

3 vois. 
Dumas* Democracy in France, 1 vol* 
De Toqueville's Democracy in 

America, 2 vols. 

Dunlap's History of Fiction, 2 vols 

Daughter's Own Book. 

Downing's Landscape Gardening. 
Do. Cottage Residences, iflus 

Dick's (Thomas) Works, 8 vols. 
Do. do. four of the a|l>ove, 1 
vol. 

Drawing Books, a variety. 

D'Aubigne's History of the Refor- 
mation, 3 vols. 
Do. do. 1 vol. 8vo. 

Dryden's Works. 2 vols. 8vo. 

Domestic Duties, by Mrs. Parker. 

Dana s Seamen's Friend. 
Do. Two Years before the Mast 

Don Quixote, 2 vols. 18mo. 

Edgeworth's (Maria) Worka, com- 
plete in 10 vols*. 

Evenings at Home, ty Mrs. Bar 
bauld. 

Evenings with the Chroniclers. 

England and America, acomparisotta 
by Wakefield. 
10 
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Etp7*8 Philosophy of Storms 

Education of Mothers. 

Ellis's (Mrs ) Works, 2 vols. 8vo , 

embracing the Daughters, Women, 

Wives, and Mothers of England, 

&c., &o. 
Ellis's (Mrs.) Juvenile Works 4 vols. 

18mo. 
Frederick th.» Great and his times, 

2 vols. 

Do. do. 2d series 2 vols. 
Family Secrets, by Mrs. Ellis, 3 

vols. 18mo. 
Fielding's Select Works, 8vo. 
Francia's Reign of Terror, 2 vols. 
Form Book, — a useful work. 
Follen's Works, 5 vols. 12mo. 
Foster's Literary Miscellanies. 

Do. Essays, Decision of Charac- 
ter, &c. 
Federalist (the) I vol. 8vo. 
Froissart's Chronicles, royal 8vo. 

it d. 
Franklin's (Benjamin) Works, in 

10 vols. 8vo., a splendid edition, 

edited by Jared Sparks. 
Fruiklin's (Benjamin) Works, 2 

vols. 8vo. 
Foster's Bookkeeping, 8vo. 

Do. Clerk's Guide, &c. 
Family Library, uniformly bound, 

171 vols. 18mo., embracing a great 

variety of useful works; any vol- 
umes sold separately. 
Guy Fawkes, by Ainsworth, 8vo. 
Guizot's (Mdm.) Young Student. 
GoQthe's Conversation with a Child. 
_ Do. Correspondence, 2 vols. 
Good's Book of Nature, 8vo. 
Goldsmith's (Oliver) Works, 8vo. 
Genius and Wisdom of Shakspeare. 
Gunn's Domestic Medicine, 8vo. 
Guizot's History of Civilization in 

Europe. 
Gregg*s Commerce of the Prairies, 

2 vols. 
Gould^s Universal Index, quarto. 
Pillhouse's Tragedies and Essays, 

2 vols. 
Harris's Ethiopians, 8to. plates. 
History of Harvard University, 2 

vols. BVo. 



Uowitt's (Mary) JuTenile Works 

Home, by Miss Sedgwick. 

Human Life from the Geiman oi 

De Wette, by S. Osgood, 2 vols. 
Howitt's (Wm.) Rural life of Eng- 
land, 8vo. 

Do. do. Student Life in Oer 
many, 8vo 

Do. do. Rural do. do, do. 

Do. do. Visits to Remarkahls 
Places, 2 vols. 

Do. do. Book of the Seasons 
Hasweirs Engineer's Pocket Book 
Heads of the People, iliusp:^te<l. 
House I live in, by Alcott. 
Hallam's History of the Lfiterature 

of Europe, 2 vols. 
Irving's (Washington) Worki, 2 
vols. ovo. 

Do. do. Columbus, 2 vols. Sto 

Do. do Astoria, 2 vols. 

Do. do. Rocky Mountains 8 
vols. 
Infantry Tactics, by Scott, 3 vols. 

Do. do. by Cooper. 

Index Rerum, quarto. 
Incidents of Social Life, 12mo. 

Do. of a Wfialing Voyage, 12mo. 
Johnson's (Samuel) Works, 2 vols 

8vo. 
Johnsoniana, with plates, cap 8vo. 
Jefferson's Manual, 18mo. 
Jefferson's (Thomas) Works, 4 vols 

8vo. 
Jesse's Court of England, 3 vols. 
James* (G. P. R.) Novels, uniform. 

Do. Edward the Black Prince, 2 
vols. 

Do. Chivalry and the Crusades. 
Joyce's Scientific Dialogues 
Junius' Letters, with Notes, 2 vols. 
Jameson's (Mrs.) Winter Studiea 

and Summer Rambles, 2 voU. 
KohPs Travels in Russia, 2 vofs. 

Do. do. Austria and Ireland 
Lamb's (Charles^ Works, 2 vols. 
Lieber's Political Ethics, 2 vols. 
La Fontaine's Fables, 8vo. illustra- 
ted. 
Do. do. 2 vols. l2ino. 

Loves of the Poets, by Mrs. Jaini«* 

son. 

il 



EAtlTT, TliOW A CO/t CATALCKIUKy 191 BROADWAY, NftW-TOAE, 



L«aeoB, 9 yols. ISino. 
Ldfe in Chiiia,oaricature illustratioDB. 
Lt«Hiii«ii*s Summer Hours, 13mo. 
JLe8ter*8 Glory and Shame of Eng- 
land, 2 vols. 

Do. Condition and Fate of Eng- 
land, 2 vols. 
Lgreirs Elements of Geology, 2 vols. 
Do Principles do. 3 vols. 
I«Mdon*8,MiM (L.E.L.) Works, Svo. 
Lieisure Houro, 1 vol. 12mo. 
Longfellow's Hyperion, 2 vols. 
Gardner's (Dr.) Lectures on Astron- 
omy. 
Itiebig's Chemistry, Agricultural, Or- 
ganic, and Animal. 
Log Cabin, or The World before 

you, 
Lover s (Samuel) Novels, illustrated. 
Lady of the Manor, Mrs. Sherwood, 

4 \Ab. 
Letters to the Young, by Jewsbury. 
Lady Montague's Letters and Cor- 
respondence, 2 vols. Svo. 
Life on the Ocean, or *Twenty years 

at Sea, 12mo. 
Maury on Eloquelice, 18mo. 
Mackenzie's (Henry) Works, Svo. 
Mathews' (Cornelius) Works, Svo. 
More's (Hannah) Works, 2 vols. Svo 
Do do. do. 7 do. 12mo. 

Do. do. Memoirs, 2 do. Svo,. 
Monaldi, by W. Allston, 12mo. 
Marshall on the Federal Constitu- 
tion, Svo. 
Marryatt's (Captain) Nov^s, 2 vuls. 
8ve. 

Do. Juvenile Works, 5 vols. 
18mo 
Macaulay's Miscellanies, 5 v8.1'2ino. 
Do. do. cheap ed. I vpl. Svo. 

Miller's Rural Sketches, 1:2m o. 
Murphy's Tacitus, translation. 
Milri History of Chivalry, Svo 
Do. do. Cruflades, Svo. 
Murtineau's (Harriet) Works. 
May Flower, by Mrs. Stowe. 
Maltebrun's Universal Geography, 6 

vols. Svo. 
Meaoi and Ends, by Miss Sedgwick. 
Madison (James) Papers, 3 vols. 
Sto 



Major Downing's Letters, 1 2me 
Madame de Sevign^ and her con* 

temporaries, 2 vols. l^mo. 
Madam Malibran, Memoirs, 2 vols. 
Mitford's (Miss) Works, 1 vol. Svo. 
Noctes Ambrosianse, by Prof. Wilsoo 

4 vols. 
Needlework, (Hand-book of,) by 

Miss Lambert, Svo. 
Neele's Literary Remains, Svo. 
Nott's Addresses to Young Men, 

ISmo. 
No Fiction, by Rev. A. Reed,12mo. 
New Purchase, or. Seven Years in 

the Far West, 2 vols. 
Norman Leslie, by Fay, 2 vols. 
Opie's (Mrs.) Complete Works, •' 

vols. Svo. 
Ornaments Discovered, by Mn 

Hughes. 
Olmsted's Whaling Voyage, 12mo. 
Ovid, translation, 2 vols. ISmo. 
Outlaw (The), by Mrs. Hall, 2 vols 
Oxonians (The), 2 vols. ]2mo. 
Olmsted's Letters on Astronomy, 

12mo. 
Popular Technology, or. Professions 

and Trades. 
Political Economy, by F. Way land. 
Paulding's (James J^.) Works. 
Political Economy, adapted to the 

Southern States, Svo. 
PoUok's Tales of the Covenanters, 

ISmo. 
Pursuit of Knowledge under Diffi- 
culties, 2 vols. 
Picciola, a new editioii. 
Perilous Adventures by Sea ana 

Land. 
Pocket Lacon, 2 vols. 18mo. 
Poor Rich Man and Rich Poor Man. 
Percy Anecdotes, 1 vol. Svo. 
Parents' Assistant, by Maria Edge- 
^ wortli. 
Preston's Interest Tables, 6 and 7 

per cent. 
Q,ueens of England, Lives of, by Ag- 
nes Strickland, 6 vols. 12mo. 
Ruins of Ancient Cities, 2 vols.lSmo. 
Ranke's History of the Popes ol 

Rome, 1 vol. Svo. 
I Robinson Crusoe, pictorial ed'n Svo. 



I 
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Robert«on*B Four Yean in Paragoaj, 
2 volt. 

Roscee's Lives of Bridsh Lawyers, 
2 vols. 

Recollections of a Southern Matron, 
by Mrs. Gilman. 

Rose's Salinst, translation. 

Romance of History — ^France — by 
Ritchie, 2 vols. 
Do do. Italy — by 

Macfarlane, 2 vols. 

Romances of Real Life, by Mrs.Gore, 
2 vols. 

Reid on Clock and Watch Making. 

Scott's, (Walter) Novels, fine edition, 
27 vols. 
Do do. do. Svols. 8vo. 

Do. Complete Works, 10 vols. 8vo 
Do. Miscellanies, 3 vols. 12mo. 

Stanley Thorn, 1 vol. 8vo. 

Study of the Life of Woman, by 
Mad. de Saussan. 

Spectator (The), 6 vols. iBrao. 

Smith's (Sydney) Miscellanies, 3 
vols. 12mo. 
Do. do. cheap ed'n, 1 vol. 

Stephens' Miscellanies, I vol. 

Sternes' Complete Works, 8vo. 

Smollett's do. do. 8vo. 

St. Pierre's Studies of Nature. 

Sismondi's Italian Republic. 

Simms' Novels. 

Spirit of the Age, illustrated. 

Speeches of Phillips, Curran, Grat- 
tan, Emmet, Chatham, Burke, Pat- 
rick Henry, Brougham, Clay, 
Randolph, Webster, Canning, Cal- 
houn, 4&C., &c. 

Sedgwick's (Miss) Letters from 
Abroad, 2 vols. 
Do. Juvenile and other Tales. 

Sherwood's (Mrs.) Complete Works, 
15 vols, uniform. 

Slgourney's (Mrs.) Letters to Young 
Ladies. 
Do. do. do. to Mothers. 

Do. Pleasant Memories, &c. 

Silvip Pellico, a new translation. 

Schlegel's History of Literature. 
Do. PhilosophyofHistory, 2 vols. 

Smyth's Lectures on Modern Histo- 
r/t 2 vols 



Smith's Thucydides, translatioii. 
Sinclair's Scotland and the Scsotch. 

Do. Shetland and the Shetimid 

ers. 
Sandford and Merton. 
Story's Miscellaneous Writizig*, Sva 
Story on the Constitution, 8to. 
Silliman't Gallop among Amenem 

Scenery. • 
Shakspeare, all the dififerent ed'a*. 
Simcoe's Letters and Journal. 
Sheppard Lee, 2 vols. 
Sketch Book, Irving's, 2 vols. 
Schoolcraft's Indian Tales and I«u* 

gends, 2 vols. 
School and Schoolmaster, by £meF* 

son. 
Stansbury's Interest Tables, 8vo. 
Thatcher's Indian Traits, &c. 2 toI*. 
The Teacher of Health, by W. S. 

Alcott. 
Totten's Naral Text BcrO' ovo. 
Townshend s facts in Mesmerism, 

12mo. 
Ten Thousand a Year, 8vo. 
Talfourd's (T. Noon) Miscellanies. 
Telemachus, translation. 
Thirty Years from Home. 
Two Years before the Mast. 
Tupper's Proverbial Philosopliyy 

8vo. 
Tucker's Light of Nature, 4 vols. 
Temperance Tales (Sargeanfs), € 
vols. 

Do. do. by Mrh. Ellis. 

The Bookkeeper's Atlas, 4to. 
Taylor's Natural History of Society, 

2 vols. 
The Book without a Name, 12mo. 
The Old Men's Tales, 12mo. 
Tanner's Universal Atlas, 4to. 
Useful Letter Writer, poeket. 
Universal do. 12mo. 
United Irishmen, by Madden, 2 vols 
Useful Arts, 2 vols. 12mo. 
Vicar of Wakefield, pictorial ed'n. 

Do. do. small do. 

Virgil, translation, 2 vols. 
Washington's (George) Writings, 12 

vols., edited by Jared Sparks. 
Walpole's (Horace) Letters, 4 volt 
Do New Letters, 2 vols. 8vo 
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Woodiairs Junius, 3 yoIs. 8to. 

Wilson's (Christopher North) Mis- 
cellanies, 3 vols. 

iVebster's (Daniel) Speeches, 3 vols. 
8vo. 

Wealth and Worth, 18mo. 

What's to be Done ? 18mo. 

Winter in the West Indies, ISmo. 

Whispers to a newly ilTarried pair. 

Word to Wotaen, by Caroline Fry. 

Woman and her Master, by Lady 
Morgan, 2 vols. 

Woman's Worth, or. Hints to raise 
the Female Character. 

Walker's Anthropological Works^ 3 
vols. 
Do. Manly Exercises. 

Waverley Novels, 27 vols. 
Do. do. 5 vols. 8vo. 

Water Cure, or Hydropathy, hy Joel 
Shew. 

Wilson s American Ornithology, il- 
lustrated. 

Woman's Mission, 12mo. 

Woman as she jshould be, 12mo. 

Wines' Hints on Popular Education. 
Do do. How to govern my 

School. 

Woman in America. 

Wyatt's Conchology, 8vo., platei. 



Wild Sports of the West, 2 volt. 
Wirt's British Spy, 12mo. 
Wllliston's Eloquence of the United 

States, 5 vols. 8vo., bound in calf, 

very scarce. 
Webster's Chemistry, 8vo. 
Wayland's Political Economy,12mo. 
Do. on the Collegiate oystem, 
16mo. 
Xenophon, translation, 8vo. 
Young's Chronicles of the Pilgnm* 

8vo. 
Youatt on the Horse, 8vo. 

Do. Every man his own CattU 
Doctor. 
Young Lady's Friend, by Mrs. Far- 

rar. 
Young Man's Own Book. 
Young Lady's do. 

Young Man's Guide, by W. A. Al 
cott. 

Do. Woman's do. do. 

Do. Wife, do. 

Do Mother, do. 

Do. Housekeeper, do. 

Do. Husband, do. 

Young Student, by Mad. Guizot. 
Young Man's Aid, by Winslow 

Do. Lady's 'Companion. 



ELEGANT LITERATURE. 

Always on hand a large assortment of fine works, suitable for presently 
consisting in part of beautiful London and American editions of the Poeta 
richly bound. 

A GREAT VARIETY OP BEAUTIFUL MINIATURE VOLUMES, 
Selections from the Poets and other authors. 

fTANDARD WORKS, &C., HANDSOMELY BOUND, ANNUALS, 
ILLUSTRATED WORKS, &C., &C. 
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Leavitl^ Trow 4* Co,''s Publications, 

TWO ELEGANT VOLUMES, 

AND BOOKS WORTHY A PLACE IN EVERY LIBRARY. 



Just published, a new edition of 

DMSRAELI'S CURIOSITIES .OF LITERA- 
TURE. 

Ck>mplete in one toI. 8vo. 

Containing the Curiosities of Literature, 1st and 2d series, and the Literary 
Character Illustrated. By I. C. D' Israeli, Esq. With 

CURIOSITIES OF AMERICAN LITERA- 
TURE. 

BY RUPUS W. GRISWOLD. 



AI0O a new and elegant edition, in one volume, small quarto, 120 fine engmr 

Ings, of 

FROISSART'8 CHRONICLES OF THE 

MIPDLE AGES. 

Chronicles of England, France, Spain, and the adjoining countries, from the 
latter part of the reign of Edward II. to the coronation of Henry IV. By 
Sir John Froissart. 

This wHl be found to be an exceedingly interesting work in its descriptions 
and illustrations of the manners and times of the " Middle Ages." 



ZNSTITU TIONS 

at a distance, will find it very much to their advantage to send us orders for 
books. We will supply all the text books needed, at as low prices as if the 
purchaser were personally present. 



supplied with all the best and latest editions of such books as are wanted, at 
▼ery low prices. 

ORDERS SOLICITED. . 

- LEAVITT, TROW & CO., 

191 Broadway y corner Dey'Street. 
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